
 

Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן קלד סעיף ב

The Proper Way to do הגבהה 

 is performed every time that we הגבהה1

read form a sefer Torah.  This 

notwithstanding, it is a common 

occurrence that the 

 does not perform מגביה

this act in the correct 

manner.   

The following is a 

number of halachos 

that one must be 

aware of when called 

upon to do הגבהה.  

1. At least three 

columns must be exposed.2 [MB 8] 

2. One must turn around towards the 

right3 while holding the sefer Torah 

open.4 [MB 9] 

3. One should make sure that the sefer 

Torah is shown in all directions to 

ensure that everyone has the 

opportunity to see the columns.5 

                                                           
1 Lifting the sefer Torah to show the other 
mispalelim. 
2 The Mishna Berura posits that maybe only three 
columns should be shown and no more. 
3 Clockwise 
4 See Dirshu note 7 where a dispute is brought 
whether the מגביה should make a complete circuit 
clockwise or should turn to the left to show the 
people on the right and then to the right to show 
those on the left. 

The following is a number of halachos 

relevant for those present when הגבהה is 

being done. 

1. It is a Mitzvah to see 

the writing of the sefer 

Torah when הגבהה is 

being done.  Even those 

who are outside should 

attempt to come into 

the shul to see the ksav 

of the sefer Torah. [MB 

10] 

2. It is recommended to be close enough 

to be able to read the writing of the 

sefer Torah.6 

3. When one sees the writing of the sefer 

Torah one should bow. 

4. One should recite “ תורההוזאת  ” only 

upon seeing the writing of the sefer 

Torah.

5 The Ramban writes that there is a specific curse 
given to one who does not show the columns to the 
entire tzibbur. [Dirshu note 9] See also  שערי אפרים
 שער י סע' יד
6 Some are of the opinion that if one should only 
leave his place in shul to get a closer look at the 
sefer Torah if he is known to be a righteous person 
who is meticulous in his shemiras hamitvos, 
otherwise there is a concern for יוהרא, haughtiness.  
Most poskim to not mention this concern (see 
Piskei Teshuvos footnote 25). 
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 סימן קכט סעיף א

When to do duchening in Mincha 

Note: Wherever mentions duchening, this refers to 
in the land of Israel, however is also applicable for 
saying “Elokeinu v’Elokei Avoiseinu” outside of the 
land of Israel except where noted. 

1. Regular Mincha, not a fast day 

No duchening (we are afraid the Kohen may be 
drunk, Mechaber 1). If the Kohen nevertheless 
ascended the duchan, he must descend (MB 9).  

[Mishnah Berura (5) comments that the usual 
practice is daven Mincha early in the day so as 
to be able to eat afterwards. This point is 

relevant for the cases brought below where if 
Mincha is being prayed also early in the day 
then there may arise confusion as to when 
duchening is done.] 

2. Mincha on a fast day 

On a fast day, there isn’t a concern of the Kohen 
being drunk, however Chazal were concerned 
that people would get confused with the 
Mincha of a regular day as to when duchening 
is done. It depends on the time of the day when 
the Mincha is prayed as follows: 

 

2a. Special fast day where there 
is Neilah (e.g. Yom Kippur, see 
MB 2 for other days) and 
therefore usual practice is to 
daven Mincha earlier in the day 
so as to begin Neilah before 
sunset 

2b. Regular Communal fast day (Ta’anis 
Tzibur) where there is no Neilah (i.e. the four 
ta’aneisim - 9 Av, 17 Tammuz, 10 Teves, Tzom 
Gedalyah - and Taanis Esther), and therefore 
the usual practice is for the minyan to daven 
close to sunset  

2c. Non-communal fast day 
(e.g. if fasting on erev Rosh 
Hashana until chatzos, see 
Shaar Hatziyun (5) for other 
examples*), where it was the 
custom of some groups to 
fast but not widespread 
across the community 

No duchening, as this Mincha (due 
to the early time being prayed) can 
get confused with the Mincha of a 
regular non-fast day which is also 
prayed early (Mechaber 1, MB 5). 
 
However if on Yom Kippur Mincha, a 
Kohen did ascend the duchan, he 
does not descend. For this reason, 
we also say “Elokeinu v’Elokei 
Avoiseinu” even lechatchila on 
Mincha of Yom Kippur. (Mechaber 
and Rema, Seif 2). 

There is duchening, as this Mincha (due to the time 
being prayed close to sunset) will not be confused 
with the Mincha of a regular non-fast day 
(Mechaber 1). 
 
However: 
-If there aren’t ten men in the minyan that are 
fasting, then there is no duchening (Dirshu 3). 
-If actually davening Mincha early (before zman 
Mincha ketana), then there is a machlokes if there is 
still duchening, perhaps this Mincha can still be 
confused with the Mincha of a regular non-fast day 
due to the early time actually being prayed. 
(Nevertheless, according to some opinions where 
there is no duchening in this case, there is still 
“Elokeinu v’Elokei Avoiseinu”). (Dirshu 4) 

There is no duchening as these 
fasts do not qualify as communal 
fasts so Chazal were still 
concerned the Kohen may be 
drunk as on a regular day (MB 10, 
Shaar Hatziyun 5).  

*The status of Taanis Behab is not clear whether it is considered a Communal Fast day (2b in chart) or Non-Communal Fast day (2c in chart). (Shaar Hatziyun 3) 

Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah 

ט –סימן קלה סעיפים ו   

The order of aliyos in extenuating circumstances 

In a certain sense, the need to be proficient in 
hilchos Kriyas HaTorah is greater than that of other 
areas of halacha.  Often when shailos come about 
there is little or no time to think, let alone look up, 
the halacha as the answer needs to be given 
immediately.  The following is a list of a number of 
‘Aliyah scenarios’ that occur and require immediate 
rectification. 

                                                           
7 By name. 

 A Yisroel is called up for the first Aliyah and 
then the presence of a Kohen is noticed. 

o If the Yisroel did not yet say the Shem 
Hashem of the beracha of ‘asher bochor 
bonu’ (even though he said ‘Borchu’), the 
Kohen is called up7 and the Yisroel remains 
at the bima8 until the next available Aliyah. 

8 So as not to embarrass the Yisroel. [MB 22] 



o If the Yisroel already said ‘'ברוך אתה ה’ then 

he continues with the Aliyah.9  The Kohen 

should not be called for the next Aliyah. 

 When there is no Kohen in the shul a Yisroel or 

Levi may be called for the first Aliyah.   

o If a Yisroel is called up, a Levi should not be 

called after him. 

o If a Levi is called up, he should be followed 

by a Yisroel, not another Levi. 

 When there is no Levi in shul then the Kohen 

who received the first Aliyah should receive the 

next Aliyah.   

o One may not call two different Kohanim one 

after the other so as not to give the 

impression that there was something wrong 

with the first Kohen. 

 

o A Yisroel should not be called for the second 

Aliyah lest people think that the first עולה is 

not a Kohen or that there is something 

wrong with that Kohen.  It also might give the 

impression that the second עולה is a Levi. 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Did you know? 

 סימן קלד

1.  One whose custom is not to recite the י"ג מידות 

before והוא רחום who finds himself in a minyan 

which is reciting them, should say the י"ג מידות with 

the tzibbur.  One whose custom is to say the  י"ג

 who is in minyan where they are not said מידות

should say them in an inconspicuous manner.10  

[Dirshu note 1 in the name of the Igros Moshe] 

2.  One who anticipates that he will not be able to 

finish והוא רחום and have time to say Tachanun 

should say Tachanun and make up והוא רחום later. 

[Dirshu note 2 in the name of Rav Chaim Kaniyevsku 

shlita] 

3.  One must recite והוא רחום with the proper 

intention and not in a rushed manner. [MB 2] 

4.  The reason why we say והוא רחום on Monday and 

Thursday is because they are ימי רצון due to the fact 

that Moshe Rabbeinu ascended Har Sinai to receive 

the second Luchos on a Thursday and came down 

on a Monday. [MB 6] 

5.  It is recommended for one to position himself 

such that he can actually read the words of the 

sefer Torah while הגבהה is being performed. [MB 

11] 

6.  When does one recite היך שמרב ? [Dirshu note 14] 

                                                           
9 See Dirshu note 36 as to why there is no option to finish 
 .’למדני חוקך‘
10 Without pounding one’s heart 
11 This applies even to a left handed person. [Dirshu note 19] 
12 The Chasam Sofer would lain during Mincha if he missed 

התורהקריאת   in the morning due to travel. [Dirshu note 4] 
13 The current parsha (not the one missed) should be lained 
on Monday and Thursday 

1) While the sefer Torah is being removed from 

the Aron Kodesh.  [MB 13] 

2) Only after the Torah is fully removed from the 

Aron Kodesh. [Igros Moshe OC 4:70:9] 

3) It may be recited even when the Torah is still 

in the Aron Kodesh. [Kaf HaChaim 28:74] 

4) It should be recited only when the Torah is still 

in the Aron Kodesh. [Sefer Darchei Chaim 

VeSholom 196] 

7.  One should hold the sefer Torah on one’s right 

side.11 [Rama 2] 

 סימן קלה

8.  Lechatchila קריאת התורה should be done during 

Shacharis, but bedieved one can lain any time 

during the daytime.12 [MB 1] 

9.  If a tzibbur missed קריאת התורה one Shabbos, the 

next Shabbos13 they should lain the parsha they 

missed followed by the current parsha.14 

10.  Chazal instituted that the Kohen should receive 

the first Aliyah, followed by a Levi followed by a 

Yisroel.  If there is no Kohen, the Yisroel who is the 

biggest Talmud chochom is called instead.  

[Mechaber 3, MB 9] 

11.  It is advisable not to give an ignorant Kohen the 

first Aliyah before a Yisroel who is a talmud 

chochom if there is another learned Kohen who can 

be called. [Biur Halacha “lifnei”]   

14 The Mishna Berura brings the example of missing  קריאת
 due to an argument.  Some poskim hold that it doesn’t התורה
make a difference why the קריאת התורה was skipped either 
way they may make it up the subsequent week.  Others 
maintain that if they missed the parsha due to the fact that 
they didn’t have a minyan, so that the obligation to lain that 
Shabbos wasn’t applicable, they cannot make up the lost 
parsha. [Dirshu note 17] 



12.  If the only Kohen in shul is in the middle of 

Kriyas Shema or birchos Kriyas Shema15 he should 

not be called up for an Aliyah rather a Yisroel should 

be called in his stead.16 [Mechaber 5]   

13.  A Kohen who is not fasting should not be called 

up for an Aliyah on a fast day, rather he should exit 

the shul.17 [Rama 5] 

14.  A Kohen or Levi can receive the אחרון or מפטיר 

aliyos.  [MB 36] 

 

The Weekly Shmiras HaLashon  
(Based on Sefer Chofetz Chaim – Dirshu edition) 

 When the Chofetz Chayim finished writing his sefer on 

Hilchos Lashon Hara, he visited R’ Yisroel Salanter. The 

Chofetz Chayim asked him if there was a point in 

publishing his sefer, since it is virtually impossible to 

stay completely clear of the issurim of Lashon Hara and 

Rechilus. R’ Yisroel responded by saying, that even if 

all you gain is that one Yid makes a sincere remorseful 

sigh after speaking Lashon Hara, the whole project of 

writing and publishing this book would have been 

worthwhile (Hameoros Hagedolim p. 353) (p. 15, note 

36). 
 

 A man sets out walking on a road full with holes with a 

huge risk of falling into one of these pits and hurting 

himself. When people saw him starting to walk down 

the road they cautioned him not to undertake this 

walk due to the danger involved. ‘No problem’, 

countered the man, ’I will just take a scarf and cover 

my eyes’. ‘How will that help you?’ the people asked 

him. ‘This way, when I fall into one of the pits I will not 

look like a fool, since I did not see the holes’, he said. 

‘Actually you are wrong’, the people responded, ‘the 

refusal to recognise the pits on the road is the most 

foolish thing you could think of doing!’  

Likewise, says, the Chofetz Chayim, pretending that 

we don’t know about the laws of Lashon Hara, 

“covering our eyes” and saying that we are refusing to 

study the details and laws because we want to remain 

‘shogegim’ (doing aveiros by mistake) is a foolish step 

to take (See Ahavas Chesed 2:9) (p. 19, note 41). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                           
15 If he is bein haperakim or in the middle of pesukei dezimra, 
he may be called up. [MB 17] 
16 We are not concerned that people will think that we found 
a pesul in the Kohen because everyone sees that he is in the 

 The Torah prohibition of hurting another person 

verbally – ona’as devarim – also includes hurtful 

written words and hurtful hints (even though no 

words were actually spoken) (Chovas Hashemirah 4) 

(p. 59, note 73). 
 

 It is very common when people sit together in a group 

that one wants to share a great line with his mates 

relating to one of his friends. However, if his words will 

be making fun of his friend and possibly cause him 

embarrassment, then one should muster up every 

ounce of self-control and control his speech. It is not 

worth losing out on one’s portion in Olam Haba 

through shaming his friend in public (ibid.) 

 

middle of davening and that is why he wasn’t called up. [MB 
17] 
17 Even if he remains in the shul he does not receive an Aliyah. 
[MB 18] 
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