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 סימן צ סעיף כ"ג

Davening in front of Pictures 

The Mechaber paskens that one should not daven 
in front of colourful clothing that are hung on a wall.  
The Mishna Berura (70) explains that this is to avoid 
one from becoming distracted during davening and 
thereby loosing concentration.  The Mechaber 
writes that if a person ends up davening in front of 
such an object he should close his eyes.  The Rama 
continues in a similar vein prohibiting having 
pictures in a siddur as this also may distract a 
person from his davening. 

The Mogen Avroham (37) cites the Shulchan Aruch 
in Yoreh De’ah Siman 141.  The Mechaber there 
(seif 3) discusses one who finds objects with certain 
images engraved on them stating that one may not 
keep those objects.  This is out of a concern that 
they may have been used for idolatry.  The Pischei 
Teshuva (6) quotes a Teshuvos Keneses Yechezkel 
who questions the acceptability of the custom to 
weave images onto the covering of the aron kodesh 
in shul in light of the above halacha.  First he 
explains why there is no concern of idolatry with 
those particular coverings.  He then asks from our 
halacha, why is there no concern of losing 
concentration?  He answers that since these images 
have been in the shul for a long time and people are 
used to it, in such a case there is no concern for loss 
of concentration. 

Therefore one who is davening in a house or shul 
where they are used to the pictures need not be 
concerned about davening in front of them.  
However, one who is in a ‘new’ place where he is 
not familiar with the images should be careful not 
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to daven in front of the פרוכת or other pictures in 
the shul.  If one does end up in front of an 
unfamiliar picture as long as one closes one’s eyes 
one may daven there.   

Is one permitted to daven in front of a window 
where he can see his reflection? 

The above shaila is relevant in some shuls, but more 
commonly pertinent in a house or when davening 
at the airport. 

The Mishna Berura (71) points out another similar 
issue.  The Radvaz holds that one should not daven 
in front of a mirror as it gives the appearance as if 
he is bowing to his reflection.  This prohibition 
applies even when one’s eyes are closed.  The 

Maharsham in Da’as Torah notes that when a 

person bows, the reflection is also bowing 
therefore, he argues that there is nothing that gives 
the appearance as if he is praying to his reflection.   
Consequently, he paskens that in a שעת הדחק one 
can be lenient.  The Maharsham adds that 
sometimes it happens at night, when the moonlight 
is strong, that one could end up having his shadow 
on the wall in front of where he is davening.  He 
argues that even according to the Radvaz this 
would be permitted as the Radvaz was talking 
about a real reflection in a mirror, but a shadow is 
not distinctive enough to be a concern. 

The Sheivet HaLeivi1 was asked regarding a shliach 
tzibbur who is davening in front of the amud where 
there are gold letters in which he can see his 
reflection.  According to the Radvaz is the shliach 
tzibbur allowed to daven in front of this amud?  Rav 
Wosner brings the Maharsham’s view and then 
adds that the Radvaz was referring to a mirror 
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which is for the purpose of viewing one’s reflection.  

The entire looking into a mirror is for the purpose 
of seeing a reflection.  It is therefore only a mirror 
that might give an impression that one is davening 
to the reflection.  In the case of an amud in front of 
the shliach tzibbur, however, where the letters 
were not made for the purpose of giving a 
reflection no one would come to think that the one 
standing in front of them is davening to his 
reflection.  Rav Wosner concludes that this at least 
a limud zechus for such a situation. 

Rav Wosner’s logic would apply to a window which 

is not made to reflect.  In which case it is preferable 
to avoid it but if one cannot there is what to rely on 
to daven in front of a window.  In a situation where 
the only place where one can daven with proper 
concentration happens to be in front of a window 
that reflects (I.e. in an airport) one may lechatchila 
do so. 

________________________________________ 

 

Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן צד סעיף ב
Facing Eretz Yisroel 

The Mechaber paskens that one who is in chutz 
la’aretz must daven facing Eretz Yisroel.  It is 

therefore the custom to place the Aron Kodesh on 
the side of the shul that the tzibbur faces when they 
daven.2   

The question arises as to how accurate must one’s 

position towards Eretz Yisroel be? 

Mishna Berura (11) brings the opinion of the Levush 
that the Aron Kodesh should be placed on the side 
of the shul that directly faces Eretz Yirsoel.  The 
Mishna Berura points out that many of the Jewish 
communities (in Europe) where not directly west of 
Eretz Yisroel but were rather northwest of Eretz 
Yisroel.  The Levush therefore espouses placing the 
Aron Kodesh facing southeast so as to directly face 
Eretz Yisroel.  The Biur Halacha brings the Bach and 
others who say that this is indeed the intention of 
the Rama.  It is clear from the Mishna Berura that 
the prevailing custom was to place the Aron Kodesh 

                                                           
2 See Dirshu note 3 for the reason for this custom. 

in the east irrespective of how north the city was 
positioned.  The Mishna Berura brings the Lechem 
Chamudos who justifies the custom but does 
suggest following the Levush where possible. 

The Aruch HaShulchan (6 – 9) explains that there is 
no requirement to daven exactly towards Eretz 
Yisroel.  He deduces this from the very source of 
this halacha.  The pesukim that relate to one in 
chutz la’aretz who davens to Eretz Yisroel and one 

in Eretz Yisroel who must face Yerushalayim are 
והתפללו דרך העיר אשר  and והתפללו אליך דרך ארצם

 While the posuk discussing one who is in .בחרת
Yerushalayim who must face the Mikdosh says 

זההמקום ה והתפללו אל .  The Aruch HaShulchan asks 
why the first two pesukim use the language of דרך, 
while the third posuk does not use this language.  
He explains that davening דרך, the way of, a place 
means in the general direction.  One who is in 
Yerushalayim is in a position where he can face 
exactly in the direction of the makom HaMikdosh.  
Therefore the posuk does not use the word דרך.  
Only when referring to those outside Yerushalayim 
where it is impossible to determine the exact 
location does the posuk say that it is sufficient to 
daven in the general direction of the place.  Those 
Yidden in the far flung golus cannot direct 
themselves exactly towards Eretz Yisroel as well as 
those all over Eretz Yisroel cannot face exactly 
Yerushalayim.  In such an instance it is enough to 
face the דרך, the way, of Eretz Yisroel or 
Yerushalayim.   Therefore, concludes the Aruch 
HaShulchan, the European countries that are west 
of Eretz Yisroel, even if far to the north, can face 
east as that is the general direction of Eretz Yisroel. 

________________________________________ 

 
Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 

Facing Yerushalayim 
 

There is one halachah well recorded in Shulchan 
Aruch and Poskim, but inexplicably is not so well 
known: 

When Shlomoh Hamelech dedicated the Beis 
Hamikdash, he davened that even if the Jewish 
people would be in faraway lands, they would 



‘...pray to You through the land You gave to their 
forefathers, the city you have chosen, and the Beis 
Hamikdash I have built for Your name. Then you 
shall hear in Heaven...’ (Melachim 1:8:46-48). 
Hashem accepted this tefillah and said: ‘I have 
heard your prayers and entreaties....I have 
sanctified this Beis Hamikdash that you have built, 
to place My Name there forever, and My eyes and 
My heart shall be there for all time.’ (Melachim 
1:9:3). This is one of the few places where Hashem 
specifically states that a tefillah has been accepted. 
Hashem guarantees that his eyes and heart will be 
receptive to prayers that go up to Shamayim from 
the Beis Hamikdash. Therefore, it is important that 
all our tefillos, regardless of where we are 
physically standing, all be directed through the Beis 
Hamikdash in Yerushalayim. 
 
This halacha has one physical component and two 
mental components. The physical aspect is that we 
stand with our bodies facing towards Eretz Yisroel 
(Mechaber 94:1). The metaphysical-components 
requires us to keep the following two steps in mind 
(before starting Shemone Esrei, Mishnah Berurah 
98:1): 
 

1) To imagine one’s tefillah being directed at 
Eretz Yisroel, travelling through 
Yerushalayim, Beis Hamikdash, Kodesh 
Hakodoshim, and from there up to Heaven 
(See Rabeinu Yonah to Brachos 20b, 
Mechaber 94:1, Afikei Maginim s”k 2 
quoted in Piskei Teshuvos 94:3, and Chofetz 
Chayim in Machaneh Yisroel ch. 10; see 
there for the importance of this matter). 
 

2)  To imagine oneself standing inside the 
Beis Hamikdash in the Kodesh Hakodoshim 
(Mishnah Berurah 94:3, 94:7, and Mechaber 
95:2). 
 
R’ Matisyahu Solomon shlit”a writes about 
this halachah: ‘This is the first step – the 
introduction to praying, since this is the way 
the tefillos are heard and accepted as 
Hashem has promised. This one simple but 
powerful step, accesible to all, is often 
overlooked in favor of appealing segulos....’ 
(Matnas Chaim, Ma’amarim 2, p. 28). 

 
                                                           
3 The Aruch HaShulchan adds that one should contemplate 
before who he is standing. [Dirshu note 1] 

Did you know? 
 סימן צב

1.  It is advisable to give charity before davening. 
[Mechaber 10] 

2.  The above inyon can be fulfilled through any act 
of chesed [Dirshu note 38] 

3.  If there is no poor person available to give 
money, one should set some money aside to give to 
charity later. [Dirshu note 38]   

4.  Some communities have the custom to give the 
tzedaka upon reaching the posuk “ והעושר...ואתה

 [MB 36] ”מושל בכל

5.  One should not collect money during Kriyas 
hatorah as it distracts people from the laining and 
answering אמן to the berachos.  [MB 38] 

 סימן צג

7.  One should wait before beginning to daven in 
order to increase concentration.3  The minimum 
shiur is the amount of time it takes to walk 8 amos.4 
[MB 1] 

8.  The proper mindset for davening is one of  אימה

 If one cannot achieve that he should at least  .ויראה
daven with happiness that he is fulfilling a mitzvah. 
[MB 4] 

 סימן צד

9.  One who is outside Eretz Yisroel should daven 
facing Eretz Yisroel.  If in Eretz Yisroel, one should 
face Yerushalayim.  If in Yerushalayim, one should 
face the Beis Hamikdosh.  [Mechaber 1] 

10.  If the Aron Kodesh was not placed on the side 
of the shul that faces Eretz Yisroel, the tzibbur 
should not daven facing the Aron Kodesh but rather 
daven facing Eretz Yisroel. [MB 9] 

11.  One who is davening in a shul where the tzibbur 
is facing the wrong direction should face the same 
direction of the tzibbur but turn his face slightly 
towards the correct direction. [MB 10] 

12.  While davening shemone esrei one should be 
in a standing position.  [Mechaber 8] 

4 12 – 16 feet. 
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13.  In a time of need, one may lean on something 
in a manner that of that thing was taken away the 
person would not fall down. [MB 22] 

14. One should be careful not to lean on a shetnder 
while davening.5 [MB 23] 

15.  One who is sick and cannot stand 
independently should at least try to stand holding 
onto something even if when the object is removed 
the person would fall.  Such a position is better than 
sitting.  If even that position is not possible one may 
then sit. [MB 24] 

16.  One who had to daven while sitting need not 
repeat the tefillah once he is able to stand. [MB 27] 

17.  It is prohibited to pray in a Conservative or 
Reform place of worship. [Dirshu note 30 quoting 
the Iggros Moshe] 

18.  It is prohibited to daven in a place where 
indecent activities take place. [ibid] 

 סימן צה

19. One should place both feet together while 
davening shemone esrei.6 [Mechaber 1] 

20.  One should take three steps forward before 
starting shemone esrei. [Rama 1] 

21.  While davening, one should not perform any 
strange motions or raise his voice. [MB 5] 

22.  There is an inyon to sway back and forth while 
davening.7 [MB 7] 

23.  If one is aware that his swaying bothers others 
around him, he should refrain from swaying. 
[Dirshu note 17] 

 סימן צו

24.  One should not hold anything, during davening, 
which he is afraid to drop as this will distract him 
from the tefillah.8 [Mechaber 1] 

                                                          

 
5 The author has seen many times where the shliach tzibbur 
sways back and forth while holding onto the amud.  When 
he is swaying forward he pushes down on the amud, at that 
moment he is, in fact, leaning on the amud to the extent that 
if it was taken away he would fall.  Such a position is not 
considered standing according to both opinion brought in 
the Mishna Berura 22 and should therefore be avoided. 
6 One who cannot physically do this should try and place his 
feet as close as possible. [Dirshu note 2 quoting the Iggros 
Moshe] 

25.   One may hold and object if it for the purpose 
of tefillah, like the shliach tzibbur that holds a Sefer 
Torah when he bentches Rosh Chodesh. [MB 2] 

26.  One who dropped a sefer in the middle of 
shemone esrei should not pick it up unless it is 
bothersome and causing him to lose concentration. 
[MB 7] 

27.  One may not hold a child during davening. [MB 
4] 

 

7 This is based on the posuk כל עצמותי תאמרנה ה' מי כמוך. See 
Mishna Berura 48:5 who brings an opinion that says one 
should not sway during davening.  He concludes there that 
everyone should do whatever helps their concentration. 
[Dirshu note 16] 
8 The Pri Meggodim extends this to pesukei dezimra and 
Kriyas Shema. [MB 1] 




