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Now You Know 
EASY AS 1EASY AS 1EASY AS 1EASY AS 1----2222----3333    

One way we sanctify G-d’s name each 

day is by showing he is our Master and 
we are His servants at the end of the 
Amida/Shemona Esrai. 

When done, we bow and take three 
steps back as a servant respectfully 
taking leave of his master. We then bow 

to the left (G-d’s right as we face Him), 
the right, and center, as we say the 
phrase of Oseh Shalom B’mromav. 

After the three steps, one should remain 
in place until the Shliach Tzibbur recites 

Kedusha, or at least begins his 
repetition. He then takes three steps 

forward to fulfill an opinion that we are 
to take six steps. (One who is alone, or 

the Shliach Tzibur, should wait several 
seconds before stepping forward.) 
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If one finished as Kedusha was starting, 
he may step forward immediately since 

it’s clear that he is moving forward to 
join in praising HaShem. 

If one took steps back and someone 

wished to walk in front of him, he should 
not step forward to complete the six 

steps as by doing so he is abandoning 
the actual halacha for a single opinion. 

If one must walk out, he should take his 

three steps back, wait a few seconds, 
and then leave without stepping 
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Thought of the week: 

Build an empire of your own 
and you may enjoy it as 
long as you live. Add to 
HaShem’s empire and you 
will enjoy it for eternity. 

( BY:K RBDMB)‰...LARsY YNB YNYEL YNwYDQHL YB OTNMAH AL IEY IRHA LAW HwM LA ÂH RMAYW   
“And HaShem said to Moshe and Aharon, because you didn’t trust in Me to 
sanctify me in the eyes of the Children of Israel…” (Num. 20:12)         

When Moshe asked HaShem for water for the Jewish People, HaShem told him to take the 
staff with which he had performed miracles previously and go to speak to the stone which 
would give forth water and he would take water from the stone. 

They gathered the Jews and Moshe and Aharon spoke to the rock so that it would give 
forth water. Nothing happened. They reasoned that perhaps they had to hit the stone as 
HaShem had commanded on a previous occasion. The commentaries say that Moshe 
considered that perhaps this miracle needed him to take action, so he hit the rock (which 
Rashi tells us was a different one than the one he’d spoken to before.) 

At first, only drips of water came out, as HaShem had NOT commanded them to hit the 
rock. Only when Moshe struck the rock again did water gush forth, enough to quench the 
thirst of all the people. Alas, this was to be the downfall of Moshe and Aharon. Because of 
this, they were not destined to bring the Jews into the Promised Land. 

HaShem told them it was, “Because you didn’t trust in Me to glorify Me.” What was the 
possible glorification and where was the lack of faith? 

The Midrash relates that a stone which has no needs listening to G-d’s word would teach 
that Man who has many needs must surely listen. But perhaps there was also another 
lesson that could have been taught at that moment.  

When Moshe hit the rock the first time and only drips came out, he could have recognized 
that this wasn’t what HaShem had said would happen, and that he may have 
misunderstood. He could have publicly admitted he made a mistake and then spoken to the 
rock at that moment. Had he done so, he would have taught the Jewish People that 
mistakes are not permanent and making one does not diminish your stature. (See Rashi Vay. 4:22) 

This, then, would have been the Kiddush HaShem, the sanctification of G-d’s name that 
could have taken place. That a person could be so desirous of serving HaShem that even 
when it made him look bad he was concerned with HaShem’s honor more than his own 
would have been a valuable lesson. So why didn’t Moshe do that? Why hit the rock again? 

It may be that Moshe reasoned that if the water didn’t flow as he’d announced, they would 
no longer trust him to be their leader. Therefore he didn’t want to show that it didn’t work. 
This, then, was a lack of faith in HaShem, Who had assured him before the giving of the 
Torah, “And they will trust in you forever.”  

Since HaShem said the Jews would always believe in him, Moshe could have admitted he 
misunderstood and taught the Jews how to be flexible and ready to change in seeking 

HaShem’s will. Missing that lesson was such a lost opportunity that he could not 
continue to lead the Jewish People. 

The Gemara (Pesachim 22b) says that Shimon Ha’amsuni explained every ‘es’ in the Torah to 
include something else. However, when he reached the posuk, “Es HaShem Elokecha Tirah,” 
which says “(es) the L-rd your G-d shall you revere,” he retracted this approach, saying there 
was nothing that could be considered adjunct to G-d or included in the command to revere Him.  

It remained this way until R’ Akiva came along and said the ‘es’ included Talmidei Chachamim, 
Torah scholars.  He felt that Shimon Ha’amsuni’s behavior proved that all he did and said was 
not for his own glory, but to fulfill the will of HaShem.  In that way, he WAS a part of G-d. 
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The learning of Torah from this 

week’s issue should be a zechus 

for Refuah Shelaima –  

a complete healing - for 

Y‰N Y‰N Y‰N Y‰N LKAR IB HwMLKAR IB HwMLKAR IB HwMLKAR IB HwM    
amongst all the ill of Klal 

Yisrael. 
 

Don’t ask why, 
just do it! ☺ 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


