
AMBASSADORS
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Ahavas Hashem is one of the primary sources for 
the mitzvah of kiddush Hashem. The Gemara (Yoma 
86a) quotes a beraisa that infers from, “V’ahavta es 
Hashem Elokecha” that one should cause Hashem’s 
Name to be beloved by others.
Rav Dessler taught his talmidim to actively seek 
out opportunities for kiddush Hashem. One talmid, 
when boarding a bus, sat where the conductor 
would not reach before his stop; he made a point of 
handing his fare to another passenger to pay before 
disembarking. Another talmid walked down a street 
frequented by beggars and gave a coin to each one. 
In all likelihood, Rav Dessler’s intent was not only to 
promote kavod shamayim, but also to inculcate in his 
talmidim a crucial sensitivity to Hashem’s honor.
A frum father was once sitting in a parked car with his 
children when one of the younger ones had a temper 
tantrum. As he kicked and screamed hysterically, the 
man’s eight-year-old son suddenly began shouting, 
“Close the windows! Close the windows!”
“Why do you want the windows closed?” the father 
asked. “It’s warm in the car!”
“I don’t want his crying to make a chillul Hashem,” 
the child said. “There are people passing by.”
We must always be aware that we are walking 
advertisements, wherever we go, in everything we do. 
Cultivating this awareness helps us develop empathy 
and respect for all human beings. It reminds us that 
we do not live in a bubble, that our words and actions 
have repercussions. It provides us and our children 
with a sense of pride and the knowledge that we are 
living with a mission that transcends ourselves.  

PREPARATORY CELEBRATION
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

As we all know, Shavuos is also called zman Matan Toraseinu, and indeed, a 
look at Shemos reveals that Matan Torah occurred on the sixth or seventh 
day of Sivan—i.e., on or around the 50th day since counting had begun on 
16th of Nissan.

We have a tradition that the day of Matan Torah was a Shabbos. According 
to the Seder Olam, yetzias Mitzrayim took place on a Friday. The Gemara 
(Shabbos 87b), however, says it was Thursday. So only according to the Seder 
Olam could Matan Torah have taken place on the 50th day—according to 
the Gemara, which for us is the decisive authority, Matan Torah was in fact 
on the 51st. Thus, the 50th day of the Omer is not the anniversary of Matan 
Torah, but the day before.

Had the Torah intended us to celebrate the day of the month on which the 
Torah was given, it would have given us the exact date, as it did for Pesach. 

continued on reverse side

 T U E S D A Y  M A Y  3 0 T H ,  2 0 1 7  |  5  S I V A N ,  5 7 7 7I S S U E  #  3 0  |  S H A V U O S - P A R S H A S  N A S O

In this perek, Dovid Hamelech tells us to “serve Hashem with 
happiness, and come before Him with rejoicing.” Sometimes this 
is difficult to put into practice. However, if we sometimes feel 
that our service of Hashem is a burden, it is because we lack the 
maturity to appreciate the great favor He has done by allowing 
us to serve him. We don’t perform mitzvos as a burden or an 
obligation—it is a great privilege to be able to speak to Hashem in 
prayer, study His Torah, and keep His commandments.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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But this is not the Torah’s intention; hence, 
u’krasem b’etzem hayom hazeh. Do not establish 
the Yom Tov on the day of the month on which 
the Torah was given; rather, without taking that 
into account, establish it b’etzem hayom hazeh, 
on the 50th day. The view accepted by the 
nation is that Shavuos falls on the day before 
Matan Torah, that Torah was not given on the 
50th day, but on the 51st.

From this we learn a profound truth. The Yom 
Tov of Matan Torah does not celebrate the 
giving of the Torah. Rather, it celebrates our 
becoming worthy to receive it. The day before 
Matan Torah, the last day of preparation, that 
is the day represented by the 50th day. On 
that day, the people were ready for their great 
mission. We can see this in the name of the Yom 
Tov: Shavuos is not named after the mitzvos 
that apply to it, but after the counting that leads 
up to it.

Matan Torah, too, was not limited to one day 
at Har Sinai. The Torah was received over the 
course of forty years. The Aseres Hadibros 
heard at Har Sinai have no greater holiness that 
any of the other 613 commandments. Hashem 
Himself explains the significance of the day at 
Har Sinai: it was only to prove that Hashem 
does speak to man, so that when we received the 
Torah from Moshe, it was with full confidence 
that he spoke the word of Hashem. Thus, the 
Aseres Hadibros received no special place in 
tefillah, so that one should not mistakenly 
imagine that they are the entirety of the Torah. 
A similar consideration may be the Torah’s 
motive in not designating the day of their giving 
as a Yom Tov. 

THE MOMENT OF DECISION
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

When we read Megilas Rus on Shavuos, we encounter one of the most poignant 
stories in the Tanach. After losing her husband and two sons, Naomi is escorted 
back to Eretz Yisrael by her two daughters-in-law, who insist on accompanying 
her. Naomi tries to dissuade them, and Orpah acquiesces. She bids Naomi 
goodbye and departs. Rus, however, is persistent, and declares that she will 
never part from her: "Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, and Rus clung to her."

The rest is history. Rus married the gadol hador, Boaz, and became the great-
grandmother of Dovid Hamelech and the ancestress of Mashiach. Orpah, on 
the other hand, conceived Golyas the same night that she left Naomi. Their 
destinies hung on the decision of that moment. Perhaps Orpah could also have 
become great, had she chosen to continue on and convert to Judaism as Rus had. 
Perhaps if Rus had turned back, she too would have gone on to infamy.

Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky was a rav in Toronto in the early 1950s. He was 
offered the position of rosh yeshiva at Torah Vodaas in Brooklyn, but was having 
difficulty deciding whether or not to take the job. During the reading of Megilas 
Rus that Shavuos, he envisioned the scene of two women standing on the road, 
and the awesome consequences of their decisions. At that moment, he decided 
to accept the opportunity, so that he would have greater opportunities to spread 
Torah and influence the generation. No other considerations could alter his 
decision. He went on to become one of the most renowned gedolei Torah for 
American Jewry until his petirah in 1986.

On a similar note, a very fine, frum baal habayis told me many years ago that 
he lives with a deep sense of regret. Growing up in the early 20th century, he 
attended public school in Toronto. His parents offered to send him to yeshiva in 
New York, but for childish, immature reasons, he refused. Although he remained 
observant and produced a beautiful family, he regretted that decision all his life.

On Shavuos, too, a major decision was made, as we stood at the crossroad of 
history. Just as Rus's determination produced Dovid Hamelech and will one 
day produce Mashiach, the Jewish people made the choice to accept the Torah 
enthusiastically, with the words "naaseh v'nishma."

Every moment you are alive is the first moment of the rest of your life. Mitzvah/
aveira decisions determine your eternity. One mitzvah brings another, while 
every slip-up makes it easier to continue slipping. When we focus on what hangs 
in the balance, and how everything we do can affect the rest of our lives in this 
world and the next, we will be in a better position to shape our destiny with 
positive decisions.  

SUPERPOWERED SCENT

How do bears find food in the forest?

The grizzly bear's main hunting tool is its exceptional sense of smell, one of the most powerful 
on earth. The scent-detecting tissue of a grizzly's nose is one hundred times larger than that of 
a human nose. It bristles with over a billion receptor cells, connected to over ten million nerve 
cells. This enables the grizzly to detect the scent of another bear, prey, animal carcasses, and your 
leftovers, from over 20 miles away. The ability to smell is how the grizzly bear finds food, and it's 
what keeps it alive.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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