
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 התלכי עם האיש הזה ותאמר אלך )כד:נח(
“Will you go with this man?” And she said, “I will go.” (24:58) 

And she said “I will go” – On my own, even if you do not wish (Rashi) 
Eliezer exerted himself very much with the search to find a suitable wife for 

Yitzchak, and this is what he found – a brazen woman such as this?! The ‘Be’er 
Mayim Chaim’ (as brought in Likutei Basar Likutei) explains: Rivka responded to 
them: “Is this dependent on my will or yours?! Don’t you see, a great miracle 
occurred for Eliezer in that his way was shortened and Father wanted to stop 
him and he died! Who else must die by trying to stop him?! Don’t you see that 
this is the will of Hashem!” (Umatok HaOhr) 
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 לכל זמן ועת
 

Upon Eliezer’s return with Rivka, Yitzchak brought 

her to Sarah’s tent and then married her (24:67). Targum 

Onkelos adds that Yitzchak observed that Rivka’s 

behavior was refined like that of his mother before he 

married her. Rav Shlomo Wolbe quoted the Brisker Rav 

who observed that Yitzchak was teaching us an 

important lesson. All of the miracles in the world are 

insignificant if a person is not a Mentch. Granted, 

Eliezer experienced supernatural circumstances to find 

and bring Rivka. Yet that would not be enough to 

convince Yitzchak that she was to be his wife. Her 

refined character was the true indication that she was 

destined to be his wife. 

 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 
 

 

 פרשת חיי שרה תשע"ז
Parashas Chayei Sarah   5777 

            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 338 

             
 

 
 

 
 

 

                Candle Lighting: 4:14  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:44   Gra: 9:20 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:08 

Chatzos: 11:43       Sh'kiah: 4:31 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:17 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:44  

                                                 (some say 5:58) 
 
 

                      
               Next Week: Toldos 
              Candle Lighting: 4:11 

 The Rosh’s Guide to Life— Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
2. Distance yourself from flattery and corruption as much as possible 
Rav Yechezkel Levenstein notes that there is a direct connection between the 

directive against flattery and the one just prior to it on the Rosh’s list— pride, and that is 

why the Rosh writes to avoid these, one after the other. Since a person naturally desires 

honor, he may participate in slight forms of flattery or corruption in order to achieve it. 

However, one who is humble and modest and does not look for honor, will not seek 

flattery either. 

Once, an influential Rabbi offered his assistance and support to Rav Yosef Leib 

Bloch, Rosh Yeshivah of the Telshe Yeshivah in Lithuania. However, he was also 

involved in a political organization as well. Over time, the Rabbi discovered that Rav 

Bloch was against the political organization he was involved in, and was strongly 

condemning it. The Rabbi became very upset when he heard this and he approached the 

Rosh Yeshivah’s son, Rav Elya Meir, and told him that if what he learned about his father 

were true, he would discontinue his support of the Yeshivah. Rav Elya Meir asked his 

father the Rosh Yeshivah about it, and he denied ever speaking out against the 

organization. However, he instructed his son to not make his denial public, because he 

didn’t want it to look like he actually supported the organization, when in reality, he was 

opposed to it. Rav Elya Meir told his father that the Yeshivah really could use this man’s 

support, but Rav Yosef Leib replied, “Hashem did not say that I must be a Rosh Yeshivah, 

and I could just as well have been a businessman. Therefore, I refuse to flatter someone 

just so I can keep my position!” 
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 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If a word in a Sefer Torah is split and appears as 

two words, or if two words are written close together 

and appear as one word, or if an extra letter is written in 

a word, or if the breaks of the Parshiyos are written in a 

different place then they should be, all of these errors 

are considered ‘serious mistakes’ and a new Sefer Torah 

should be used for the rest of Laining.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:2) 
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 L’Maaseh      
Rav Eliezer Silver, zt”l, would often say over 

a story that occurred with him in a displaced 

persons camp following World War II. As head of 

the Vaad Hatzalah, the relief and rescue 

organization, he had first-hand knowledge of what 

took place in the years preceding their liberation. 

His goal was to give both physical and spiritual 

sustenance to the survivors, try to give them hope, 

and strengthen them however he could. He 

organized Minyanim, and provided Taleisim, 

Tefilin, and Siddurim for their use. In one of the 

camps, there was one Jew who absolutely refused 

to put on Tefilin or Daven. There was nothing that 

could convince him to pay tribute to Hashem, 

Who allowed him to survive the horrors of the 

Holocaust. He was adamant that he wanted 

nothing whatsoever to do with religion.            

Rav Silver felt that he should put extra effort in 

with this man, as he just could not ignore him. He 

felt that this man only had feelings as strong as 

this because of the emotional trauma he had gone 

through, and he wanted to try and get to the 

bottom of the problem. Rav Silver said, “I know 

that you refuse to join the Minyan or put on 

Tefilin, and I am sure that you must have a very 

good reason for acting this way.” The man 

replied, “Rabbi, I will tell you why I want nothing 

to do with Judaism or its traditions. There was a 

man in my camp who was somehow able to sneak 

in a Siddur. Every day people would ask him if 

they could use it, and he would tell them he would 

rent it to them if they would give him half of their 

daily portion of bread. Can you imagine such 

heartlessness? To take advantage of his brothers, 

whose meager portion of bread was hardly 

sufficient to provide him with nourishment and 

energy, and charge half of that portion to allow 

him to Daven with a Siddur for a few minutes! If 

someone can act like that, this religion is clearly 

not for me!” Rav Silver listened intently and said, 

“My friend, I understand your pain, but please 

allow me to ask you a question. Why do you look 

down so much at the Jew who acted with cruelty, 

so that he could benefit at the expense of his 

brother’s Ruchniyus? Why are you not more 

impressed with those Jews who daily gave up half 

of their bread, simply so that they could Daven 

from a Siddur for ten minutes? To me, this is 

much more impressive!” With tears in his eyes, 

the man said that he had indeed been looking at it 

in the wrong way, and he now sees it with a new 

perspective. He committed to Rabbi Silver that he 

would start coming to Minyan and put on Tefilin! 
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 בס"ד

How does one work on concentrating in Davening? How does one separate himself 

from all that is around him, in order that he focus on Hashem so that he can praise Him 

properly and make requests for his needs? Rav Yechiel Spero relates a story in which Rav 

Aharon of Karlin, zt”l, was asked how he prepared himself properly for Tefilah. His reply 

was powerful and intriguing, “I imagine that I am lying in bed, weak and dying. Slowly my 

strength is declining, until I pass away. The Chevrah Kaddishah, the Jewish Burial Society, 

would then come and make their necessary preparations and purify my body. I next 

imagine my Levayah and just before they bury me, a voice is suddenly heard calling out, 

‘Stop the Levayah! A decree has been issued in Shamayim, and Hashem is granting this 

Jew one more chance to Daven!’ I think, ‘All I have is one Tefilah, and that is all. After I 

Daven one more time, the funeral will continue!’” Rav Aharon explained, “This is how I 

prepare for Davening. I look at each time I Daven as if it is my last time to Daven, and then 

my Levayah will conclude.” Rav Spero says that the effectiveness of our Tefilah is 

determined by how much we value and appreciate it. If we view our next conversation with 

Hashem, the Master of the World, as our one and only chance to ask for anything we want, 

as our only opportunity to express ourselves to Hashem, our Davening certainly would 

have much more meaning! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 Middos       
The Sefer Tomer Devorah (Perek 1), a very deep and mystical work based on 

Kabalah, writes that in Shamayim there is a special room where certain Malachim are 

assigned to go collect all the acts of Chesed that are done in this world and bring them 

back to that room, and whenever Hashem’s Middas HaDin, His Attribute of Strict 

Judgement is aroused against Klal Yisroel, those Malachim should immediately show 

those acts of Chesed to Hashem, and Hashem will have mercy on Klal Yisroel. This is 

because Hashem desires Chesed, as the Pasuk says (Michah 7:18), ‘Ki Chafeitz Chesed 

Hu’. It is apparent from this that if Klal Yisroel is found guilty at any time, if they perform 

kindness with one another, Hashem will have mercy on them and they will be saved. The 

Tomer Devorah explains that based on this, one should always try to be kind and do 

Chesed with other people, even if there is another person who has wronged him, caused 

harm to him or angered him, he should try to remove these hard feelings from within 

himself and look to help the other person. The reason for this is because there is 

tremendous benefit to gain from doing Chesed, as one’s good actions can even be used to 

save Klal Yisroel at some time! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Yaakov Chaim Sofer, zt”l, was one of the great Poskim and Mekubalim in Baghdad, 

and subsequently Yerushalayim. His monumental work, the Kaf HaChaim is a 

comprehensive Halachic work for Sephardic Jewry, just as the Mishnah Brurah is for 

Ashkenazim. When the first volume of Kaf HaChaim was ready to be published,       

Rav Yaakov Chaim did not know where he would get the funds for printing. He 

reluctantly decided to travel abroad to raise some money, but only after he Davened to 

Hashem that he not have to remain away from Eretz Yisroel for a long time. Rav Yaakov 

Chaim traveled by train to Alexandria, Egypt. As he descended from the train, he met a 

very wealthy man named R’ Yosef Samocha, who asked Rav Yaakov Chaim what the 

purpose of his visit to Egypt was. When Rav Yaakov Chaim told him he was there to 

raise funds for his Sefer, R’ Samocha took 200 lira from his pocket and gave it to Rav 

Yaakov Chaim, and told him that it should be enough to fund the first volume. When 

Rav Yaakov Chaim saw how quickly Hashem had helped him, he immediately boarded 

the next train back to Yerushalayim. When people at home saw him back so quickly, 

they were astounded at how quickly he was able to raise the full sum he needed. They 

asked him why he didn’t already stay to collect additional money for the future volumes, 

but Rav Yaakov Chaim replied, “Just like Hashem helped me so quickly with these 

funds, He will help me with funds for the future when I need them as well, but I will not 

stay outside of Eretz Yisroel even one minute longer than necessary!” 
 


