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Now You Know 
The Kiyor, the laver from which the The Kiyor, the laver from which the The Kiyor, the laver from which the The Kiyor, the laver from which the 

Kohanim would wash their hands and Kohanim would wash their hands and Kohanim would wash their hands and Kohanim would wash their hands and 
feet before servifeet before servifeet before servifeet before serving HaShem was ng HaShem was ng HaShem was ng HaShem was 
made of copper. The source of this made of copper. The source of this made of copper. The source of this made of copper. The source of this 

copper was unusual.copper was unusual.copper was unusual.copper was unusual.    

When Moshe asked for donations, all When Moshe asked for donations, all When Moshe asked for donations, all When Moshe asked for donations, all 
the women brought in their mirrors, the women brought in their mirrors, the women brought in their mirrors, the women brought in their mirrors, 
which were made of highlywhich were made of highlywhich were made of highlywhich were made of highly----polished polished polished polished 

copper. They wanted to donate them.copper. They wanted to donate them.copper. They wanted to donate them.copper. They wanted to donate them.    

Moshe thought it distasteful that an Moshe thought it distasteful that an Moshe thought it distasteful that an Moshe thought it distasteful that an 
item usitem usitem usitem used to beautify oneself be part ed to beautify oneself be part ed to beautify oneself be part ed to beautify oneself be part 

of the holy Tabernacle of Gof the holy Tabernacle of Gof the holy Tabernacle of Gof the holy Tabernacle of G----d.d.d.d.    

HaShem told him that this offering HaShem told him that this offering HaShem told him that this offering HaShem told him that this offering 
was especially dear to Him, as the was especially dear to Him, as the was especially dear to Him, as the was especially dear to Him, as the 
women had used these mirrors to be women had used these mirrors to be women had used these mirrors to be women had used these mirrors to be 

attractive to their husbands and bring attractive to their husbands and bring attractive to their husbands and bring attractive to their husbands and bring 
thousands of children into the world, thousands of children into the world, thousands of children into the world, thousands of children into the world, 
thus perpetuthus perpetuthus perpetuthus perpetuating the Jewish People.ating the Jewish People.ating the Jewish People.ating the Jewish People.    

Later, water from this kiyor would be Later, water from this kiyor would be Later, water from this kiyor would be Later, water from this kiyor would be 
used in the Sotah ritual, whose used in the Sotah ritual, whose used in the Sotah ritual, whose used in the Sotah ritual, whose 
purpose was to make peace between purpose was to make peace between purpose was to make peace between purpose was to make peace between 
husband and wife.husband and wife.husband and wife.husband and wife.    

The lesson we can take is that a The lesson we can take is that a The lesson we can take is that a The lesson we can take is that a 
lasting relationship is one that is lasting relationship is one that is lasting relationship is one that is lasting relationship is one that is 
infused with generosity and holiness, infused with generosity and holiness, infused with generosity and holiness, infused with generosity and holiness, 
nonononot simply physical attraction or selft simply physical attraction or selft simply physical attraction or selft simply physical attraction or self----

gratification.gratification.gratification.gratification.    

By giving of ourselves and seeking a By giving of ourselves and seeking a By giving of ourselves and seeking a By giving of ourselves and seeking a 
higher purpose, we create peace in higher purpose, we create peace in higher purpose, we create peace in higher purpose, we create peace in 

the world and enhance our the world and enhance our the world and enhance our the world and enhance our 
relationship with HaShem.relationship with HaShem.relationship with HaShem.relationship with HaShem.    

Thought of the week: 

Success has a simple 
formula: Do your best and 
people may like it. 

(A:ZLTWMw)‰...OYUYw YCE IRAH TA LALCB sEYW‰  

“And Betzalel made the ark of acacia wood...”(Shemos 37:1) 
The Torah never uses extra words and only conveys information that has relevance for all 
generations. Parshas Vayakhel, however, seems to have a lot of superfluous information. 
Previously HaShem commanded Moshe how to build the Mishkan. He also appointed 
Betzalel and Ohaliav to oversee the project. 

Specific instructions were given about how the vessels would be made and where they 
would be placed. This parsha seems to just be a recap of it and tells us that the Jews 
followed the instructions. 

Why the need for all these extra verses? Why not just tell us, “They did as they were 
supposed to” instead of listing each item that was made and saying, “They made the item 
of gold/wood/scarlet or whatever and attached it to the thing”? Why go through all the 
details again? 

If you look in the Chumash, you will find that for posuk after posuk, Rashi makes no 
comment. It would seem there are no lessons to be learned that haven’t previously been 
taught. So what is the point of having them? 

The first Rashi in a while, and for a while, is on our posuk. He explains that though the 
names of the other craftsmen were not mentioned, the Aron, the holy Ark, was attributed to 
Betzalel because he gave his soul to the work more than the other wise people. 

The subtle nuance of his verbiage lets us know that ALL the craftsmen put their hearts and 
souls into the work of the Mishkan, just that when it came to the Aron, Betzalel had a 
deeper appreciation and gave even more of himself. 

In that case, when the Torah says, “They stood the columns upright,” it means that the 
people stood the columns up with dedication and devotion to the project. The same thing 
when they wove the wool, or made the hooks for the curtains. 

The Torah was teaching us that whatever we do, it should be with full thought, deep intent, 
and a devotion to being part of HaShem’s plan in the world. Without the loops of the 
curtains, the Mishkan would not be complete, and some people found that resonated with 
them. Other people worked with the metals, and they felt a connection to this process. 

Regardless of what they did, the craftsmen did it with fervor and pride. Surely, these people 
were deserving of being called “wise of heart.” 

After many years, the carpenter was finally ready to retire.  His boss, though, asked him to do 
one more job.  The carpenter balked.  “I’m old; I’m tired; I really don’t want to build any more 
houses.”  But the boss insisted this job had to be done.  He told him to spare no expense. 

Grudgingly, the man agreed to do it, but his heart wasn’t in it.  He cut corners, used inferior 
materials, and didn’t make the house as sound and well-made as he should have.  He 
rationalized that he had told his boss he really didn’t want to work anymore.  He did the job 
sloppily, just wanting to be done. 

When he finally finished, the boss threw him a goodbye party.  “I value the dedication and hard 
work you have exhibited over the years and will miss you,” he said.  “As a gift, I am giving you 
the house you just built.  You didn’t know it but all along you were building your own home, 
where you can comfortably spend the rest of your life!”  

The fellow nearly passed out. He had been given the chance to assure himself a secure future 
but because he gave less than his best, he would live in a run-down shack for the rest of his 
days. 
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Who is remembered for his unique 

vision, unflappable Bitachon, and firm 

devotion to HaShem and Torah.  

 Eli and Janice Friedman and family. 

 

Do your best and 

you’ll be happy. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


