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            Reward  

A child- who was bothered by Halacha being so 
detail oriented- once asked R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 
why Hashem cares about little details such as putting 
your right shoe on before your left shoe.1 He answered 
the boy that when a non-Jew puts on his shoes, it doesn’t 
make a difference which one he puts on first. However, 
because Hashem loves us, He tells us how to put on our 
shoes since we are putting them on anyway. Through 
telling us to put it on this way we receive reward. So, 
Hashem instructs us with numerous details in order that 
He can bestow upon us immense reward. This is just as it 
says שראלה לזכות את י"רצה הקב... - Hashem provides us with 
many Mitzva opportunities so that He can give us 
reward.2  

 

R’ Yitzchok Blazer3 explains the following. When 
an employer hires a worker, his main objective is to get 
the work done. To do that, he pays him. However, in 
regard to Hashem, the main objective is to bestow the 
reward. In order to do this, He makes us work so we 
should earn it. We have עולם הזה; this world and עולם הבא; 
the next world. We may mistakenly think that since there 
is this world, we therefore have the next world to receive 
reward. Actually, the opposite is true. Since the ultimate 
goal is the next world, Hashem gives us this world so we 
can toil and thus receive reward. This point is proven 
from the Mishna4 that states ...עולם הזה דומה לפרוזדור- this 
world is like a lobby before the world to come; prepare 
yourself in the lobby so that you can enter the banquet 
hall- as obviously the lobby (עולם הזה) is not the main 
destination.  
 

How can we grasp what the reward is for a 
Mitzva? The Mishna5 states ...יפה שעה אחת; one hour of  קורת

 in the world to come is better than the entire life of רוח
this world- מכל חיי עולם הזה. R’ Tzvi Hersh Broyde, the 
Rebbe of R’ Dessler, comments on כל חיי עולם הזה that if 
we would gather in one moment all the moments of 
pleasure that one has throughout his life and combine it 
with all the pleasures of his friends and acquaintances 
from their entire life. If we would put all this pleasure into 
one moment and give it to someone, could we imagine 
the level of pleasure the person would feel at that 
moment!? Now, imagine if we would give this person all 
the pleasure of those in the city where he lives from their 

                                                           
1 Orach chaim 2:4 
2 Makkos 23b 
3 Kochvai Ohr. R’ Yitzchok Blazer (1837-1907) also known as R’ 
Itzele Peterburger was a student of R’ Yisrael Salanter as well as 
his successor as the head of the Mussar movement. He became 
the chief rabbi of St. Petersberg in 1861–2, when he was only 25 
years old. From 1880 to approximately 1891, he served as the 
head of the Kovno Kollel, which was founded by R’ Salanter. In 
1904 he moved to Yerushalayim where his home became a 
central meeting place for the Gedolei Yerushalayim.  Poor 
health forced him to move to Yaffo, but when he saw his end 
was near he returned to Yerushalayim. He passed away on the 
11th of Av in 1907.  
4 Avos 4:21 
5 Avos 4:22 

entire life and all the happiness of everyone living in every 
city in every country- all the good in the world of a 
complete generation- and put it all into one moment and 
give it to one person, that still wouldn’t be כל חיי עולם הזה. 
If we would now combine all the pleasure from all 
generations from the beginning of creation until the end- 
with every earthly pleasure imaginable- and we would 
give that pleasure to one person in one moment, still the 
 It is like a ?קורת רוח is greater. What is עולם הבא in קורת רוח
big party in the house of a ruler where a poor person 
passes and smells the meal. He receives such pleasure 
from that great smell. So if one doesn’t merit the next 
world but he is allowed to pass from the outside and 
benefit from the great smell of the next world- that is one 
who has קורת רוח of עולם הבא. So, this world with all its 
pleasures from the beginning until the end of time 
doesn’t reach the קורת רוח of the next world.6 With this 
we can grasp the meaning in7 יכאללמא עהאי בצוה מכר ש ; the 
reward for a Mitzva is not given in this world, as there is 
nothing in this world possible that can equal to the 
reward of even the smallest Mitzva.   
    

An 80 year old man expressed to R’ Baruch 
Kassover that he lost his will to live because of the 
tremendous pain he was suffering. The Rebbe told him 
that it is worth it to go through יסורי איוב; suffering Iyov 
endured, for 80 years in this world8 so you can put Tefillin 
on once in your life.9  
************************************************  

       Timeless Tefilos 
Some may be under the notion that we have only 

three times daily to daven. The truth is that we can daven 
many times daily10 and as the Gemara says  ולואי שיתפלל אדם

 This idea is shown throughout Tanach as 11.כל היום כולו
people would daven although it wasn’t a set Tefila. One 

                                                           
6 Michtav Mieliyahu, Chelek 1, pg 4-5 
7 Kidushin 39b 
8 Parenthetically, the Pele Yoatz (pg 498, צער) advises that we 
shouldn’t be pained over anything in this world since it is all 
vanity. The following analogy is given:  a little child builds a small 
sand castle and then someone demolishes it. The child cries 
bitterly to his father and says kill that guy! The father laughs and 
is not concerned since he knows the pain of his son is essentially 
empty. Since the child has little understanding, so he is in pain. 
The same applies to us being pained in matters of this world. 
Another analogy given is of one who enters a house where 
people are having nightmares and therefore crying in their 
dreams. The observer obviously won’t cry since he knows they 
are only dreaming and when they awaken they will be calm. So 
too, those who are pained over matters of this world are 
comparable to those dreamers.  
9 See also Toras Emes, pg 199. In the name of the Baal Shem Tov 
it is said that one who is busy in the market and the like and 
finally gets to think of Hashem at Mincha where he sighs 
because of the הבלי עולם הזה; vanities of this world that he is busy 
with- is so precious to Hashem (see 'שיחות בעבודת ה, pg 13). 
10 See Rambam, Hilchos Tefila 1:3. Tefila is termed חיי שעה; 
transitory life (Shabbos 10a), since we need to ask Hashem for 
all our needs in this world. In fact, ה לבדו-הו-י ; Hashem alone, has 
the same Gematria (68) as חיים; life since we must rely only on 
Hashem who can help us with all our needs in life. 
11 Brachos 21a. See Devarim 4:7. The Kesef Mishna  comments on 
the Rambam that says מן התורה there is no set time for Tefila-  כל

 all times are appropriate for davening ;השעות כשרות לתפלה
(Hilchos Tefila 1:1, s.v. ואין).    



example is Moshe in regard to the מתאננים; complainers, 
where it says ויתפלל משה; Moshe davened.12 The Chofetz 
Chaim writes …it is not enough for one to just daven 
three times daily rather many times a day he needs to 
pour himself out to Hashem with Tefilos and requests 
from the depths of his heart.13 The Chofetz Chaim would 
tell one who was brokenhearted to talk to Hashem where 
one doesn’t require formal Tefilos and can speak in any 
language.14 This is what is meant in ...'ובקשתם משם את ה- 
one can seek Hashem from wherever he is.15       

  

So, one may hear that a relative is ill and he can 
call out to Hashem wherever he is, from the depths of his 
heart in order that he should be completely cured. One 
who is in dire need of money can just cry to Hashem for 
help.16 The Kotzker Rebbe once remarked “there is 
nothing as whole as a broken heart.” The Noam 
Elimelech17 writes that davening for yourself from the 
depths of your heart is even greater than the Tefillos of 
Tzadikim for you.      
  

We have three set Tefilos daily- Shacharis, 
Mincha and Maariv.18 On a deeper level this means that 
we need to daven whether life is going good19 
(symbolized by Shacharis when it is light outside), 
mediocre (Mincha) or tough (represented by Maariv 
when it is dark outside20 which is symbolic of the dark 
times). 
************************************************ 

                                                           
12 Bamidbar 11:2. The Gemara (Baba Basra 116a) states that one 
who has an ill person in his house, should go to a Chochom to 
daven on his behalf- ילך אצל חכם ויבקש עליו רחמים. The Meiri (s.v. 
 explains that one should go to a Chochom to learn how (לעולם
to daven.  
13 Likutai Amarim, chapter 10. The Biur Halacha quotes the Arizal 
(571, s.v. תלמיד חכם) in regard to self-affliction that for one who is 
 and has fear of (completely dedicated to Torah) תורתו אומנתו
Hashem, he shouldn’t make himself weak or disrupt his learning 
rather once weekly he should distance himself from people and 
seclude himself with Hashem… and he should speak with 
Hashem like a slave speaks to his master and a son to his father. 
14 The saying goes “life is fragile, handle it with prayer.”  
15 Devarim 4:29 
16 We must realize that “no matter how big our problems are, Hashem is 
bigger. 
17 Haazinu, s.v. זכור. The following is an amazing poem written about 
Tefila. 
 I got up early one morning and rushed right into the day;  
I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t take time to pray.  
Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier came each task,  
“Why doesn’t Hashem help me?” I wondered, He answered “you didn’t 
ask.” 
I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day toiled on, gray and bleak. 
I wondered why Hashem didn’t show me, He said “but you didn’t seek!”  
I tried to come into Hashem’s presence, I used all the keys at the lock.  
He gently and lovingly chided “my child, you didn’t knock.” 
I woke up early this morning and paused before entering the day, 
I had so much to accomplish that I had to take time to pray. 
18 Incidentally, the מגיד תעלומה tells us the reason it is called davening- 
 since the Avos instituted דאבות אינון is because it is a contraction of -דאבנין
the three Tefilos daily (Brachos 26b).  
19 We can daven for continued success or not to take the success for 
granted as well as not to become arrogant from the success we 
experienced. The adage goes “don’t let success go to your mind or 
failure to your heart.” 
20 R’ Noach Lechivitzer commented on ים יהי אור ויהי אור-ויאמר אלה  
(Breishis 1:3) that when one says- Hashem, let there be light (the 
previous Pasuk speaks of darkness), then there will be light (referring to 
good in his life).    

       Facing our fears 
Everyone has fears. The question is do we let 

fears stop us? Do we avoid being a Chazzan for davening 
because of fear? Do we fear becoming great in Avodas 
Hashem since this then gives us an enormous 
responsibility? Do we avoid speaking publicly? Do we 
avoid asking someone a question in learning because he 
may think we are not as great as he thought? Do we avoid 
a business deal because of fears? Do we flatter certain 
people due to a fear of disapproval? Fear is an obstacle to 
success.21 Successful people act in spite of fear whereas 
others let fear stop them.22 It has been said that fear are 
the initials: forget everything and run or face everything 
and rise.23 The saying goes “you can try and fail but never 
fail to try.” We must keep in mind that there is nothing to 
fear but fear itself.   

  

Through overcoming fear, we can become great. 
R’ Baruch Mezbitzer (1698-1760) once remarked there are 
people who are afraid of swallowing an ant but are 
unafraid of swallowing a man alive (not utilizing their 
potential).24 On the words לא תגנב, Rashi25 comments that 
it refers to גונב נפשות; kidnapping. A deeper explanation is 
that it refers to one killing his potential. “Great people are 
made not born.”  

 

We know that a child is fearless.26 Yehuda said 
 how will I go up to my father ;איך אעלה אל אבי והנער איננו אתי
if the youth (Binyomin) isn’t with me.27 Another 
explanation is that how can I go up to my father in 
heaven- Hashem- after my death without the fearlessness 
that I had when I was a child since with that ability I can 
accomplish greatly.    

 

A ship in a harbor is safe but that is not what it is 
built for. Just as a ship soars through the waves of the 
seas so too we need to soar through the waves (fears) of 
life. For this reason, אניה; ship28 is rooted in אני; I, as we are 
the captain of the ship and should soar through the 
waves of life.29   
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21 It has been said “if you are willing to do only what is easy, life will be 
hard. But if you are willing to do what is hard, life will be easy.”  
22 So, it is not necessary to get rid of fear in order to succeed, just don’t 
let it stop you. 
23 When we run from something, it stays with us longer. When we fight 
something, it makes us stronger. 
24 The Maharal (Tiferes Yisrael, chapter 3) explains that the word אדם is 
related to אדמה since the ground contains lots of potential within it 
which it can bring forth to fruition- trees, plant life and so forth. The 
same is with man as he has lots of potential within him. This explains 
why it is called ‘the fruits of man’ as in 'אמרו צדיק...פרי וגו; …the fruit of 
their deeds (Yeshaya 3:10). 
25 Shemos 20:13 
26 Parenthetically, the Magid of Mezerich once remarked I learned three 
things from little children. 1) They are always happy. 2) They are never 
idle (always busy). 3) When they need something they cry out. 
27 Breishis 44:34 
28 As in Mishlei 30:19 and Yonah 1:3  
29 Once we have overcome fear many times, we have that 
momentum and it makes it easier for us in the future. The more 
we grow, the more our problems shrink. “Big problems become 
small when we become big.” It is never about the size of our 
problems rather the size of us! 
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