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Rosh HaShana-Haazinu 5778 

Watch Out! 

When we begin to sound the shofar on Rosh Hashana, the intent is to arouse us to do teshuvah 
(repentance). That is the nature of the shofar. A question is presented though: How is it possible that 
one doesn't tremble? 

The great Rabbi Sholom Schwadron used to compare this to a man who came from a little village that 
was very primitive. The village had no running water and the villagers were totally unaware of any 
technological advances in the world around them.  

One day, the villager had to leave for the big city, for the first time in his life. As he walked on the 
road, he noted that someone had been very thoughtful and considerate of the travelers. Wooden planks 
had been laid across the road, enabling the traveler to avoid the stones, dirt and mud along the road. In 
addition, two iron rails had been placed along either side to guide the traveler along the path.  

Little did this villager realize that these were train tracks for a locomotive. A while later the wayfarer 
heard the consistent sounding of a whistle. A locomotive was quickly approaching on the tracks, but 
the villager thought that someone was playing music for his entertainment. He began to dance on the 
tracks, and the more the train blew its whistle, the more exuberant was his dance, until the inevitable 
finally happened. 

Said the Rabbi: We all hear the sound of the shofar. Some dance. But others take heed and get off the 
path they are following in order to find the right road -- to life. 

Lessons of our Sages through the Ages from 
the Pages 

One Rosh HaShana morning in Karlin, as the Shliach Tzibbur 
got up to begin the Shacharis prayer, a remarkable thing 
happened. The Stoliner Rebbe, R’ Ahreleh, fainted! 

The people ran over and revived him. “Rebbe,” they 
whispered urgently. “What happened?” 

When he collected himself, he replied, “The Gemara in Gitin 
(56a-b) tells of the meeting of R’ Yochanan ben Zakai and the 
Roman leader, Vespasian. When R’ Yochanan escaped from 

the city and made his way to the Roman general, he said, “Greetings, O King.” 

Vespasian said, “You should be condemned to death twice. 
First, because you called me the King when I am not, and if I 
am, then why did you not come to greet me until now?” [See 
the Gemara there for his answers.] 

When I heard the chazzan call HaShem, “HaMelech,” the one 
and only King, I realized that now we have to answer why we 
haven’t come to Him before now!  

This thought frightened me thoroughly and I fainted.” 
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In the introduction to selichos which we say each day, we recite the following. "Not with chessed and not with 
deeds do we come before You, as beggars and as paupers we knock on Your doors, we knock on Your doors O 
Merciful and Gracious One; please don't turn us away empty handed." 

The Lakewood Rosh Yeshiva Reb Yeruchem Olshin Shlita in his sefer "Yerach lamoadim" questions this 
beginning opening phrase of selichos. The theme of these days, as we say many times throughout slichos and 
Yomim Noraim, is that we are sinners and we are asking for forgiveness.  

It is not merely that we are lacking chessed and good deeds, rather we are full of sins. 

What we should say at the beginning of slichos is "Hashem, we come with many sins, please don't turn us 
away..." By saying that we lack good deeds (maasim), it seems as if we are missing the main problem.  

Rav Olshin Shlita answers by quoting the words of the Sfas Emmes. The Posuk says in Yeshaya 55:10-11: For, 
just as the rain and the snow falls from the heavens, and it does not return there, unless it has satiated the 
earth and furthered its growth and has given seed to the sower and bread to the eater. So shall be My 
word that emanates from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty unless it has done what I desire and 
brought success to what I have sent" 

The Sfas Emmes explains, the meaning of the term "word" which Hashem sends, is the Neshama within each 
of us. Each Neshama has a mission which it must accomplish successfully just as each seed needs to bring 
forth its fruit. 

If chas veshalom we do not realize our potential then we have failed our mission. Rav Olshin continues to 
quote from the Rabbenu Yona and other books of Mussar to support this idea. 

With this, Rav Olshin explains the meaning of the words in selichos. We are not saying that we merely have 
sins, we are saying something much stronger, we should be standing before you with accomplished goals, we 
should come before you with a report of mission accomplished, instead we have "no chessed and no deeds".  

The Baale Mussar however teach us that the one thing we do have is that we are knocking on Hashem's door. 
We are not running away from our responsibility. We stand before Hashem with all of our shortcomings yet 
still we beg Him to help us find a solution to return to Him. 

As we stand before the Merciful Lord on Rosh Hashana, may we find favor in His eyes, and may He inscribe 
each of us with a Ksiva Vachasima Tova. – Rabbi Betzalel Mandel, Moscow Community Kollel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebuker ShabboS Table Talking poinTS 
The Talmud (Yoma 28) says that Avraham kept all the mitzvos of the Torah, even Eruv Tavshilin. [A cooked food 
and a baked food, e.g. an egg and matzo, are prepared before Yom Tov as the beginning of Shabbos preparations. The Rabbis 
instituted this to permit continued preparation on Yom Tov for Shabbos.] 

The commentaries explain that it is a light mitzvah of Rabbinic origin, as it is merely a helpful decree. R’ Shimon 
Schwab zt”l explained that this was chosen because everything in life needs preparation. Avraham was preparing 
the world for the Torah by practicing it before Sinai, and the Eruv shows preparation in advance of the Shabbos. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What can we do to prepare for Rosh HaShana? Fror Yom Kippur? For each day? If 
we practice smiling before we walk into our homes or public places, will it be easier to do? How can we prepare 
for the next world, the day which is entirely Shabbos, now? 

A little boy was standing in the lobby of the synagogue/shul looking up at the memorial 
plaques on the wall. 

“Do you have any questions, young man?” asked the Rabbi? 

“Yes,” replied the boy. Why do some plaques have an American flag next to them?” 

As the Rabbi looked respectfully at the flags he explained: “Those were members of our shul 
who died in the Service.” 

The little boy was solemnly silent for a moment. Then he looked up wonderingly at the rabbi 
and whispered, “Which service? Rosh HaShana or Yom Kippur?”  


