
 Volume 18 – Issue 3                                                                      Parshas Lech Lecha 5776 W‰EwT  IWwXRM A‰Y VL VL ÂP  

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

5:46    -            TWRN TQLDH 
6:04  -                                      HEYQw 
9:17   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:58 -                              A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:52  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
6:03 -                                       HEYQw 
6:45  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
7:15  -                                      72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com  

Now You Know 
Though Avram was wealthy and also 
spent a great deal of money on things 

like hospitality, he was not money-
hungry.  He was in control of it and not 

the other way around. 

When he won the battle against the 

kings, he refused to take any of the 
spoils lest people say, “I made Avram 

rich.”  In one understanding, he didn’t 
want it said that he, Avram, had made 

himself rich.   

Rather, he understood that HaShem was 
the source of all his wealth, not that he 

was some sort of financial genius. 

When his sheep went out, they were 
muzzled so they could not graze in 

anyone else’s pasture. 

Even at the Akeida, when he was 
stopped from slaughtering Yitzchak and 

looked up to see a ram standing there, 
the commentaries explain that it was 

clearly miraculous.  Why? 

Because even at a moment like that, 

Avraham would not take stolen goods, 
even if he intended to repay them. 

Avraham understood that everything 

comes from HaShem and to “earn” 
money in a way that is against halacha 

is to defy that truth. 

In daily Birchas Kohanim (when the 
Kohanim don’t ascend the duchan,) 

when the Chazan says, “May HaShem 
bless you and keep you,” many have 

the custom to say, “So may it be in the 
merit of our forefather Avraham.” 

Rashi says that blessing refers to 

gaining and maintaining wealth.  How 
appropriate that we ask to be blessed 

with money in the merit of the man who 
understood how to use it! 

Thought of the week: 

Money makes a good 
servant, but a cruel master. 

 (H:BY TYwARB) „...IRXB WsE RwA wPNH TAW WwKR OwWKR LK TAW UWL TAW WTwA YRs TA ORBA XQYW‰ 
“And Avram took his wife, his nephew Lot, and all their possessions they had 
amassed and all the [converts] they made in Charan…’” (Gen. 12:5) 

As we are introduced to Avram, later to be the patriarch Avraham, we see him sent on a 
journey which HaShem promises will be beneficial for him.  A man of unique spiritual 
character, it seems odd that the Torah would place emphasis on his possessions before it 
discusses the people whom he introduced to serving the Creator. 

Not only that, but over and over we seem to find mentions of Avraham and money.  When 
they went to Egypt, he asked Sarai to say that she was his sister so the Egyptians “would 
be good” to him by giving him presents and spare his life.  Once again, it seems that his 
possessions, in this case potential gifts, were more important to him than his own life! 

Though we see that he refused to take spoils from the war with Sodom, when HaShem told 
Avram that his descendants would be slaves in a foreign land, He ended by saying that 
afterwards they would go out with great wealth.  What is this seeming preoccupation with 
money and material success?  As a man of G-d, shouldn’t Avram have been more ascetic 
in his approach?  What is going on? 

The answer is, as Chazal tell us regarding Yaakov, that “righteous people, their money is 
more beloved to them than their own bodies.”  Not because they are enamored with wealth, 
but because they are aware of the great amount of mitzvos that can be done with it, often 
even more far-reaching ones than those we can do with our bodies. 

Yaakov is connected to Torah, and Yitzchak to Avoda, service of HaShem.  These two do 
not really need money to fulfill.  One can daven or study Torah in poverty.  Avraham, 
however, is the pillar of chesed, of kind acts.  To help others, one must have money. 

Therefore, even before the people he was guiding, Avram put his finances in order so he 
might continue his teaching.  He wanted his descendants to have money for the same 
reason, so they could be charitable and kind to others. 

What then of the gifts from Egyptians that he wanted even more than his own life?  Surely 
in that case he should have considered the sparing of his life the priority?  The truth is that 
the gifts were very much a part of the plan. 

Chazal instituted the giving of gifts from a groom to a bride, so his love for her might 
increase.  This sounds counterintuitive, as we would expect her to be the giver.  However, 
Chazal understood that the more one gives to another, the more he is invested in him and 
grows to love him.  Therefore, he wanted the Egyptians to give him gifts so they would 
grow finder of him, and in turn, they would spare his life. 

The reason Avram is so often connected to money, therefore, is because he had a keen 
understanding of what it’s for.  It is to enable us to grow love in the world, bring people 
closer to their Creator, and do acts of kindness which in turn create even more love. How 
fortunate is one who gets this! 

R’ Naftoli Ropschitzer was known for his incisive wit and brilliant mind.   He is reported to 
have said, “Nearly every tefila, every prayer, every Shemona Esrai, can be distilled down to 
a common thing – a kopek.  All we ask HaShem for is money!” 

“But,” he continued.  “If you crack open that kopek, you will find Torah, chesed, and avodas 
HaShem.  We don’t want the money for ourselves; we want it to be able to serve our 
Creator.  That, then, makes it a spiritual request.” 
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Could you buy it for 
money? 

Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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