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T he Aseres HaDibrosbegins with
õøàî êéúàöåä øùà ...êé÷ìà 'ã éëðà

íéøöî, "I am Hashem your G-d…
who took you out of Mitzrayim."
The commentaries ask, shouldn’t the
Ten Commandments begin with "I
am Hashem your G-d… Who
created heaven and earth"? Isn't
creation a greater miracle than

yetziasMitzrayim?TorahWellsprings- Shavous

The meforshim answer thatyetzias
Mitzrayim has a unique edge,
because it teaches ushashgachah
pratis. It proves that even after
creation, Hashem continues to lead
the world. One might claim that
Hashem created the world and then
left it for the rules of nature (as
many nations of the world think).
The miracles ofyetzias Mitzrayim
verify that Hashem continues to lead
the world, and especially the Jewish
nation, withhashgachah pratis. This
is the reason the Ten
Commandments begin with, "I am

Hashem your G-d… who took you
out of Mitzrayim."

The Rosh writes, "Trust in Hashem
with all your heart, and believe in
His hashgachah…. Believe that He
sees everything that happens on
earth, and He knows the deeds of
man… He knows their thoughts… If
one doesn’t believe inêéúàöåä øùà
íéøöî õøàî, [in the hashgachah pratis
that we learn from yetzias
Mitzrayim] he doesn’t believe inéëðà
êé÷ìà 'ã either. This is the central
pillar of the entire Torah." (Orchos

HaRosh1:26)

When one believes inhashgachah
pratis, he knows that everything is
for the good. There are hard
moments; times when Hashem's
hashgachahseems to be concealed
from us, but we believe that even
then Hashem is with us, and His
continence is shining on us.1111 When
we look back, we can often see the

1. There is a mitzvah for the people living in Eretz Yisrael to be oleh laregel, to
go to the Beis HaMikdash Pesach, Shavuous and Succos. However, the

Gemara says, "Whoever doesn’t own a portion of land is patur (exempt) from this
mitzvah" (Pesachim 8).
Why?
The Chidushei HaRim zy"a explains that the purpose of oleh laregel is to train us
to recognize Hashem. As the passuk says ה ' פני את זכורך כל יראה  בשנה  פעמים  ,שלש
"three times a year, every male should see Hashem's face" in the Beis HaMikdash,
and this helps people recognize and remember Hashem. Primarily, those who have
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wonders of Hashem's providence,
and we discover that even in the
hardest times, Hashem was always

there with us.

The Chasam Sofer zy'a (II Droshos
p.299) says that Megilas Rus
(which we read on Shavuos) teaches

us this lesson.

Megilas Rus tells that Naomi
returned to Eretz Yisrael after her
husband and two sons died. She was
alone in the world, besides for her
daughter-in-law Rus. She felt
helpless. She felt that her only hope
was her wealthy relative, Boaz, who
should help her. This is the reason
Noami and Rus traveled from Moav
to Beis Lechem. She wanted to be

near where Boaz lived.

Because of Naomi's extraordinary
tznius, she never planned to speak
directly with Boaz, to ask him for
help. (Indeed, there is no reference
in the pesukim that Noami ever
spoke with Boaz.) Her intention was
to speak with Boaz's wife, tell her
about her poverty and plight, and

Boaz's wife would relay the message
to her husband. However, just when
Naomi came to Beis Lechem, Boaz's
wife died. As the Gemara (Bava
Basra 91) teaches from thepassuk

åäúå íçì úéá äðàåáë éäéåøéòä ìë í , "when
they came to Beis Lechem, the
entire city was in an uproar." The
Gemara explains, "The city was in a
tumult, because everyone came to
bury Boaz's wife, who wasniftar

that day."

When Noami saw this, she felt her
last hope was shattered. Therefore,
when people greeted her, she saidìà
éì é-ã-ù øîä éë àøî éì ïàø÷ éîòð éì äðàø÷ú,
"Don’t call me Noami. Call me
bitter, because Hashem made me

very bitter" (Rus1:20).

But everything proved to be for the
good, because this situation resulted
in Rus marrying Boaz. Now Noami
was Boaz's mother-in-law; all her
needs would be taken care of.
Furthermore, from this marriage,
Rus gave birth to a boy who would
support Noami in her old age. As

their own field and earn ample parnassah need this reminder. They can easily
make the error of ידי  ועוצם  ,כחי that everything they have is from their own doings
and wisdom. Therefore, they are obligated to go three times a year to the Beis
HaMikdash, to know that Hashem does everything. However, the poor who don’t
own land, and they struggle to earn a living, don’t really need this reminder,
because they are continuously raising their eyes to the heavens, praying for
parnassah. They are constantly remembering Hashem, ttherefore, they are exempt
from this mitzvah.
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the women said to Naomiêì äéäå
êúáéù úà ìëìëìå ùôð áéùîì, "[this child]
will revive you and he will support
you in your old age" (4:15). From
this child, Dovid Hamelech,
Shlomo HaMelech, and even
Moshiach will come. So what
appeared to be a grave problem,

proved to be for her benefit.

The roshei teivosof Noami's words,
ãåà'î éYãY'ù é'ì øî'ä "Hashem made it
very bitter for me," spell Shlomo,
because what appeared to be bitter
was actually setting the way for
Shlomo HaMelech's birth who
would build the Beis HaMikdash.
Everything turned out being for the
good, as Hashem'shashgachah
stands behind everything that occurs

in life.

The Torah obligates us to love
Hashemêãàî ìëáå êùôð ìëáå êááì ìëá.

The Mishnah (Brachos 54) teaches
that êãàî ìëá means, "Whatever
measure Hashem gives you, thank

Him ãåàî ãåàî."

What are the letters that come
before ãàî? Before î is a 'ì, before
à is a 'ú, and beforeã is a 'â. This

spellsúìâ. The Chasam Sofer tells us
that the passukis implying that we
should thank Hashem even for the

times of galus.

What are the letters afterãàî? They
spell äðá (to build) referring to the
Beis HaMikdash, as it sayséúéðá äðá
...êì ìåáæ úéá (I Malachim 8:13). The
Torah is telling us to love and praise
Hashem when things are very good,
like when there is a Beis
HaMikdash, and also when things
are very bad, as ingalus, because
we always know that everything that

happens is for the best.2222

ההר ההר ההר ההר  את את את את  הגבלהגבלהגבלהגבל

When Hashem gave the Torah on
Har Sinai, the nation wasn't
permitted to stand on the mountain.
Hashem told Moshe to make fences,
so the nation would stand further
back, to guarantee that no one would
climb up the mountain. As it says
úåìò íëì øîùä øîàì áéáñ íòä úà úìáâäå
úåîé úåî øäá òâðä ìë åäö÷á òâðå øäá, "Set
boundaries for the nation around [the
mountain] and say, 'Be cautious! Do
not go up the mountain or touch its
edges. Whoever touches the
mountain will die" (Shmos19:12).

2. Notice that גלת  are the letters before ,מאד  and בנה are the letters after .מאד 
Perhaps this indicates that when looks at what was, he sees the devastation

and the problems. But when one looks to the future and realizes what will come
from it, he sees the good. He realizes that everything will lead to better times, and
even to the building of the Beis HaMikdash.
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This teaches us to make
boundaries. The Torah has 248
mitzvos and 365 prohibitions. One
shouldn’t only keep these
obligations; he should also make
boundaries, which safeguard him
from coming near a transgression.

The Torah obligates thechachamim
to make these fences and
precautions, as it says,úà íúøîùå
éúøîùî. The Gemara (Moed Katon5)
explains, make guards and
boundaries to ensure that you will
keep the Torah.

In addition, each person can and
should create his own boundaries
when he sees that without them he
is liable to transgress one of the
mitzvos of the Torah. As the
Chovas HaLevavos (Ahavah 5)
writes, "Chasidim guard themselves
from seventy permitted gates, lest
they might fall into the one gate that

is forbidden."3333

Also, in Pirkei Avos (1:1) it says
äøåúì âééñ åùòå, create a fence for

the Torah."

3. This is certainly true about modern technologies, in which new inventions are
being created every day. Obviously, we must keep away from the forbidden

ones; however, even the permitted ones aren't really 100% kosher either. Even
with a filter, there can be several problems.
This reminds me of the story that happened to the Netziv zy"a. People were telling
him about a certain maskil (irreligious person) and said, "He is an oheiv Yisrael.
He loves Yidden."
The Netziv replied with the following story: There was once a girl that was ill, and
the doctors said that she needs to eat chazir (pig) to be cured. The father asked
his rav, and the rav ruled that since it was pikuach nefesh, she should eat this
meat.
When the girl heard that she needed to eat davar acheir, she said, "At least, let's
have it shechted first."
When the rav heard her request, he laughed. But he ruled that it should be done,
so the girl would be calmer.
A shochet was called. Following the girls request, he slaughtered the pig, as one
would slaughter a kosher animal. She said, "Let's check the lungs as well."
It was ludicrous, because a pig is a pig. But to calm her, they listened to her
request and checked the lungs.
The lungs had a shaalah on them. They brought the lungs to the rav. The rav
ruled, "If this lung would be from a kosher animal, say the lung of a goat, lamb,
or ox, I would say that it is kosher. But now, knowing where this comes from, how
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The fences and boundaries protect us
from sin. In addition, because of
them, we are granted reward in this
world. There is a principle:äåöî øëù
àëéì àîìò éàäá, "we are not rewarded,
in this world, for the mitzvos we
perform." However, the Maharsha
(Sota 14.) says, when one goes
beyond his call of duty – because in
addition to keeping the laws, he also
makes precautions that steer him
away from sin – he will be rewarded

in this world as well.

The Arugas HaBosem writes: When

Bilaam was traveling to curse the
nation, the Torah says'ã êàìî ãåîòéå
äæî øãâå äæî øãâ íéîøëä ìåòùîá, "An
angel stood in the path of the
vineyard, where there were fences
on either side." The Arugas
HaBosem writes that ìåòùîá is
roshei teivos for àîì'ò éàä'á äåö'î øë'ù
àëé'ì, "There is no reward for
mitzvos in this world." Bilaam
thought that he could curse the
nation, and the Jewish people's
many mitzvos wouldn’t protect
them, since there is no reward for

the mitzvos in this world.

can I say that it is kosher? The word just doesn’t fit. She is permitted to eat it,
because she is ill, but saying that it is kosher doesn’t apply here."
The Netziv said to the people before him, "It could be that this maskil is an oheiv
Yisrael, but this still will not make him kosher."
We compare this to modern technology; the word kosher doesn’t really apply to it,
regardless of how good the filters are. One should have a filter; that is the first
boundary. But if he can totally rid himself from internet access, that would certainly
be better.
Some people consider this idea extreme, so I will repeat a thought from the
Kedushas Tzion of Bobov zy'a. His chassidim asked him, "We are taught that the
middle path is the correct way. Why then, is the rebbe taking the extreme route?
Why don't you follow the middle path?"
The rebbe replied, "I agree that one should take the middle road, and that is exactly
what I am doing. Only my boundaries, and understanding of what is extreme, are
different than yours."
We can look at it another way:
People asked the Alter of Novardok zy"a, "Don’t you think that you are going on
a crooked path [regarding some matter]?"
He replied, " Crookedness is sometimes the straightest way. It can be compared
to a ladder. If the ladder isn't crooked, one will fall off it. " Therefore, perhaps some
restrictions are extreme, but sometimes, that is the only way to go. There are times
when crooked route is the safest route, while the straight route is very dangerous.
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However, Bilaam was mistaken,
becauseäæî øãâå äæî øãâ, Klal Yisrael
make fences to avoid committing
aveiros. They go beyond their call of
duty, and therefore, they are
rewarded for this in this world as

well.

הנולד הנולד הנולד הנולד  את את את את  רואהרואהרואהרואה

The idea of making aâéñ (a fence)
around the Torah is based on the
lesson, "What is the correct path that
one should follow? Reb Shimon said
ãìåðä úà äàåøä, seeing the outcome"

(Pirkei Avos, 2:9).

It could be that at the present one
isn't transgressing any sin, but what
will this lead to? One must look
ahead and perceive what the

outcome of his actions will be.

Tzaddikim think about the future,
while the resha'im focus on the
present. When a person is tempted to
do a small sin (if such an
infringement exists) a tzaddik
realizes that this small infraction can
lead to others, and therefore they are
cautious. Therasha, on the other
hand, says, "It is a small
transgression. What will happen
already if I transgress this time?"
But then, one sin leads to the next,
until he becomes totally desensitized

to aveiros.

The Gemara says, "Theyetzer hara
is at first like a thread, and then it

becomes like the ropes of wagons"
(Succah52). This teaches us that if
one doesn’t restrain theyetzer hara,

it becomes greater and stronger.

The Gemara says that in the future
Hashem is going to slaughter the
yetzer hara. The tzaddikim will see
the yetzer hara appearing like a big
mountain, while the resha'imwill
see theyetzer haralike a thin hair.

The Maharsha explains that the way
they saw theyetzer harathroughout
their lifetime is how they will
perceive it at that time. The
tzaddikim perceived each small
yetzer hara as being very large
(because they knew how one sin and
leniency leads to the next one) and
therefore at the end of days, they
will see the yetzer hara in this
manner, appearing like a large
mountian. Theresha'im always saw
the yetzer hara to be negligible, like
a thin hair. They didn’t realize that
these hairs accumulate, until it
becomes a strong rope, or like a
large mountain of sin. Therefore, at
the end of days, they will see the
yetzer haraas small and flimsy like
a hair. They will cry, as they
acknowledge the great error they

made.

לחבירו לחבירו לחבירו לחבירו  אדםאדםאדםאדם בין בין בין בין 

By mattan Torah, Hashem gave us
two luchos. The first tablet states the
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mitzvos bein adam lamakom,
mitzvos to give honor to Hashem
(such as to believe in Hashem, not
to worship idols, not to swear in
Hashem's name in vain, to keep
Shabbos, etc.) The second tablet
discusses the mitzvosbein adam
lechaveiro (such as the prohibition
against stealing, murder, bearing
false testimony, desiring what

belongs to others, etc.).

Most of the five mitzvos on the
second tablet have only two words
per mitzvah, for example,çöøú àì, or
áåðâú àì whereas on the first tablet
each mitzvah comprises many
words. The Mabit explains that the
words on both luchos were
symmetrical. To make the two sides
appear even, the two words on the
second tablet were written in large
letters. In this way, an equal amount
of space was taken up by the words

on both sides of theluchos.

Large letters are often used to catch
people's attention. Large letters
exclaim, "Pay attention! Heed this

message!" The luchos were
shouting: “Pay attention! Do not
steal! Do not murder! Be careful
with bein adam lechaveiro. Don’t
consider them to be small in your
eyes. The struggle with theyetzer
hara is harder when it comes tobein
adam lachaveirothan it is when it
comes tobein adam lamakom. Our
obligation towards our fellow man
are just as important as our

obligations to Hashem."

The Rosh (onPe'ah 1:1) teaches
that Hashem prefers the mitzvos
that give goodness to people, over
the mitzvos that are solelybein

adam lamakom.

The Gemara Sota writes, "The
Torah begins withgemilus chasadim
and ends withgemilus chasadim"

(Sota 14).4444

In particular the Torah emphasizes
the need to help the poor for
Shavuos (seeDevarim 16:10-11).
The Rabbeinu b'Chaya explains that
Pesach is seven days, Succos is eight

4. When Moshe went up on Har Sinai to receive the Torah, the malachim were
jealous. They said, "Give the Torah to us! Why should the Torah go to human
beings?"
Hashem told Moshe to answer them. Moshe said, "What's written in the Ten
Commandments? 'Do not steal, don't be jealous...' Is there jealousy in heaven? Is
there a yetzer hara among you?" (Shabbos 88)
The Maharal derives from this Gemara that the Torah was given to us, specifically
because we have a yetzer hara, because we have jealousy. The Torah trains us
to overcome these negative tendencies.
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days, and people understand that one
must help the poor for these
holidays, so they can celebrate the
yom tov. seudos. But Shavuos is
only one day. One may not realize
just how important it is to help the
poor for Shavuos; therefore the
Torah emphasizes the need to give

tzedakahbefore Shavuos.

There is a famoussegulahfrom Reb
Chaim Palagi to givetzedakahto a
poor talmid chacham, twice the
gematriyaof ïá (52 x 2 = 104). This
is a greattikun, a segulah for those
who don’t have children, and it

hastens the redemption.

One of the holiest moments of
Shavuos is when we read the Torah
Shavuos morning. Every year,
moments before reading the Torah,
Rebbe Meir of Premishlan zy"a
would tell his chassidim the

following story:

Reb Shimshon Wertheimer lived in
Vienna approximately three hundred
years ago. He was a great talmid
chacham, a tzaddik, and a close
confidant of the king of Austria.5555

Once, the king asked him, "The
Jewish people are persecuted and
punished far more than any other
nation. There must be an explanation
for this. Please tell me, why is the

Jewish nation in exile for so long?
Why are they persecuted more than

all other nations?"

Reb Shimshon replied, "It is all
because of hatred and jealousy."

"That isn't an honest answer," the
king said. "I want to know the real
reason why the Jewish people suffer.
If you cannot give me an adequate
answer in three days' time, I will
severely punish all Jews in Vienna."
That night, Reb Shimshon
Wertheimer made ashaalas chalom
[a vow that enables one to receive
answers in a dream] and in his
dream, he was told, "Don’t regret
what you said. You told the king the

truth. Don’t retract your words."

The king went hunting with his
servants. They didn’t all hunt
together; each person, including the
king, found his own corner in the
forest and they tried to shoot wild
animals. After several hours of this
sport, the hunting party began one
by one, returning home. Each person
assumed that the king had already
gone home with one of the other
servants. But as it turned out the
king, who was totally taken in by
the sport, was left behind alone in

the forest.

5. The Chavas Daas describes Reb Shimshon Wertheimer as being a הצדיק גאון

וטפסר  ,שר "The genius [in Torah] the tzaddik; the high minister..."
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The king shouted for his aides, but
no one replied. He realized that he
was left alone in the forest. The sun
had already set, and the king was
still groping his way through the
forest, not knowing the way out.
Gazing across a river, he saw lights.
He understood that there must be a
village over there, so he took off his
royal coat, left his favorite horse
behind, and swam across the river.
He knocked on the first house he
encountered and begged for a place

to stay the night.

The people of that house were
suspicious and thought that the king
was a thief or perhaps even a demon
and they refused to answer his pleas.
The king, cold and dripping wet,
dragged himself to the next house,
and then to some others, but the
superstitious gentiles all thought that
he was a demon, and wouldn’t let
him in.
"I'll look for a home that has a
mezuzah," the king decided. "The
Jewish people are a merciful and
caring nation. Perhaps they will let

me in?"

He found a home with a mezuzah,
and knocked on the door. The
homeowner immediately let him in.
The kind yid stoked up the fire to
warm his cold guest, gave him fresh,
dry clothing, and served dinner. The

king said that he was still cold, so
the yid lent him his coat, as well.

His wife whispered to her husband.
"I'm warning you, this man is a
thief. Don’t trust him. He is going to
steal everything in the house. He’s
going to steal your coat, too." But he
didn’t listen to her. "I'll watch him
carefully," the husband promised,
and compassionately continued to
help this man, who unbeknown to

him was actually the king.

In the morning the king asked, "How
far is it to Vienna?"

His host told him that Vienna was
sixteen kilometers away.

"Do you know of a wagon driver
who can take me there?"

"I am a wagon driver," the yid told
him. The king asked him how much
it would cost, and the yid replied,

"The charge is four forties."

The king agreed to pay this amount
if he can wear the fur coat during
the trip, because he had caught a
cold from the whole ordeal, and he
was shivering and feverish. The yid

kindly agreed.

The wife cornered her husband,
"Don’t trust him. He will not pay
you; he will steal your coat; and

then he will kill you."
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Once again, he didn’t heed his wife's
counsel. He harnessed his wagon and
set out with the king to Vienna.
Upon approaching Vienna, he asked
the king, "Where do you want to go
in this large city?"
"I want to go to the king's palace,"
the king replied.
The yid was frightened. "I might get
into trouble for bringing you there."
"Don’t worry," the king told him.
"Nothing will happen to you."
When they arrived at the palace, the
king quickly jumped out of the
wagon, and ran up the stairs to the
palace. The yid remained in his
wagon, stunned.It is exactly as my
wife said he thought.The man is a
crook after all. He didn’t pay me and
he stole my coat. The worst part was
that he was on the king's property,
and he was liable to be arrested for

entering without an invitation.

One minute later, the king's officers
arrived and said, "The king wants to

see you."

Trembling, he climbed the many
stairs up to the palace and the king's
officers led him into the king's
chambers. He stared in amazement
at the immense wealth and beauty of
the palace, but his heart was heavy,
because he feared what the king

might tell him.

"Do you recognize me?" the king
asked.

"No, your honor. I never had the
privilege to meet the king before."
Now that the king was wearing his
crown and royal robe, sitting on a
luxurious throne, surrounded by his
servants, he appeared totally
different than he had only a few

minutes before.

"But I recognize you," the king said.
"I can even tell you what your home
looks like." And the king described

the yid's home.

"Who can compare to the king's
wisdom?! He knows everything that

happens in his kingdom…"

"No, I know these things because I
was in your home last night. I am
the one you helped, after I was lost
in the forest. I am the one you drove
here. I didn’t tell you who I am
because I knew that you wouldn’t
believe me. But I am the king of
Austria and I want to repay your
generosity. You asked for four
forties, but I want to give you much
more. Tell me what you want and I
will give it to you."

The Yid was silent.

The king said, "Perhaps you want
fields and vineyards?"

The yid didn’t reply.

"Do you want a city? Ask
whatever you want, and it will be
yours. This is the least I can do,

for your kindness."
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The yid remained silent again. The
king frowned. With an impatient
wave of his hand, the king said, "If
you won't tell me the reward you
want, I will just pay you four forties,

and send you on your way."

The yid said, "I told you that I am
a baal agalah [a wagon driver], but
I am also a merchant. When I drive
around the towns, I bring along
some wares to sell. But I have a
problem, because wherever I go,
there is another yid who goes to the
same places, and he sells the same
trinkets as I do. He is taking away
my parnassah! I request from the
king that this man should be

prohibited to go to the cities where
I go to..."

The king said, "How correct Reb
Shimshon was! This man had the
option of becoming extremely
wealthy, but his kina and sina
(jealousy and hatred) blinded him."

After telling this story, Rebbe Meir
Premishlaner would start the

Akdamosand kriyas haTorah.

With this story, Rebbe Meir
Premishlaner zy'a taught his
chassidim that they must overcome
the traits of kina and sina, because
kabalas haTorah is also for the
mitzvos that are bein adam

lechaveiro. 6666

6. Eighty years ago, a yid from Yerushalayim, Reb Dovid Shechter zt"l (the father
of Reb Yaakov Meir Shechter Shlita) was davening by the Kosel, when he

heard someone crying bitterly. Reb Dovid asked him what the problem was, and
the man replied that his daughter was a kallah, the chasunah was to be shortly,
but he still didn’t have any money for the chasunah.
Reb Dovid invited this man to his home and gave him all the money that he needed
for the chasunah.
Reb Dovid wasn't wealthy. This was the money that he had saved up money for
his own son's wedding, which was to be held in a half-year. There was time; but
this person needed the money immediately, so he gave it to him.
Later that day, Reb Dovid davened Minchah in the beis medresh of Rebbe
Shlomke of Zvhil. "You are shining today," Rebbe Shlomke said. "What did you do,
to merit this?"
Reb Dovid didn’t want to reveal his good deed. So he said, "If heaven allows you
to see that I am shining today, why doesn't heaven also tell you what I did?"
Rebbe Shlomke pleaded that he reveal the mitzvah and he promised that in
exchange, they would learn Torah together. (Reb Dovid asked Rebbe Shlomke
several times to learn Torah together, but Rebbe Shlomke would always push him
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During the Holocaust, an elderly
yid said to Reb Chaim Kreiswirth
zt'l, "Tomorrow, I will be brought
to the gas chambers. I have money
in a bank in Switzerland. I will
tell you the number of my account.
If you survive this war, seek out
my children and tell them my
account number. At least they

should have it."

Reb Chaim Kreiswirth survived the
war, and he sought out this elderly
man's children, but he couldn’t find
them. "Twenty years later," Reb
Chaim said, "I was in a beis medresh
in Yerushalayim, and speaking to a
poor person there, I discovered that
he is the son of the elderly man I
met in the concentration camp. 'Your
father told me that he has money in
a bank in Switzerland' I told him.
'Go to Switzerland, and collect your
money.' This poor man didn’t have
money to travel to Switzerland. He
was extremely poor his entire life.
So he borrowed money, and made

the trip. The bank told him that he
has $30,000,000 in the account.

Reb Chaim Kreiswirth said, “All
these years he was wealthy, only he

didn’t know it."

Reb Chaim Kreiswirth added, "We
are also extremely wealthy; we have
millions. We have the Torah, we
have mitzvos; our fortune is
endless, only we aren't aware of

what we have."

Perhaps, this is one of the reasons
Rebbe Meir Premishlaner would tell
the story of Reb Shimshon
Wertheimer. The man who helped
the king had the opportunity to earn
so much, but he didn’t realize what
he had. We should recognize the
great gift of Torah, cherish it, and

rejoice with it.

Deeds of chessedand bein adam
lechaveiro isn't only about money.
Someone who can't afford to give
too muchtzedakahcan also help his
fellow man with a kind word, or

off. Now, Rebbe Shlomke promised to learn together, if Reb Dovid would reveal
the good deed he did.)
Reb Dovid told him.
Rebbe Shlomke said, "Because of this good deed, you rectified your neshamah in
this gilgul and from all your previous gilgulim."
Just then, someone came to Rebbe Shlomke, requesting that the rebbe pray for
a woman who was a maksheh leyled (having complications in labor). Rebbe
Shlomke sent him to Reb Dovid, "Let him bless you."
Reb Dovid didn’t want to give a brachah. "The man came to the rebbe, not to me."
Rebbe Shlomke replied, "Today, you have the ability to give brachos."
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other forms ofchessed. This is all
part of Mattan Torah.

One year , the Tiferes Shlomo of
Radomsk zt'l went to Rebbe
Yechezkel of Kozmir zt'l for
Shavuos to bask in his presence. The
Tiferes Shlomo was already a
famous rebbe, but he left his
chassidim, to be like a chassid going
to his rebbe for Shavuos.
Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir asked,
"You have your own chassidim, why

did you come here?"

"I came to receive the Torah by the
Rebbe."
The Rebbe of Kozmir told him that
it is written about Moshe,ïî äùî ãøéå
íòä ìà øää, "Moshe went down from
the mountain to the nation" (Shmos
19:4). Rashi writes, "This teaches us
that Moshe didn’t tend to his
business(åé÷ñòì äðåô äùî äéä àìù). He
went straight from the mountain to
the nation."
But what business did Moshe have?

Did he deal with money?

Moshe's business was his spiritual
growth. Moshe wanted to prepare
himself for the great moment of
Mattan Torah, when Hashem would
come on Har Sinai to give them the
Torah with íé÷øáå úåìå÷. But Moshe
ignored his personal desires and
needs and he went to help the
nation, because a leader of Klal

Yisrael must put the nation's needs
before his own."

When the Tiferes Shlomo heard this,
he immediately returned to his

hometown, to Radomsk.

There are many forms ofchessed,
and by Mattan Torah, when the
Torah urges us to be busy with
mitzvos bein adam lechaveiro, we
should seek out opportunities to do

so.

TorahTorahTorahTorah isisisis forforforfor EveryoneEveryoneEveryoneEveryone

There are three issues that prevent
people from studying Torah. One is
that they don’t believe that they are
worthy to study Torah. There are
great tzaddikim, who Hashem
cherishes every word of Torah that
they study, but what value is the
Torah of a simple person, or even of
a sinful person?
A second primary deterrent is time.
People have jobs and obligations,
and do not have much time for
Torah. Therefore they think that
even the small amount of time that

they have, is insignificant.

A third preventive is a person's
disbelief in himself and in his
abilities. It is very hard to change
your lifestyle and he thinks that
since until now, he didn’t devote
much time for Torah, it is
impossible for him to change and

start studying Torah.
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Let's disprove all of these claims,
and prove that Torah is for
everyone. We begin with responding
to those who feel too lowly and

insignificant to study Torah:

Hashem said to Moshe, "These are
the words that you should tell Bnei
Yisrael" (Shmos19:6). Rashi writes,
øúåé àìå úåçô àì, "Not more and not
less."
The Chasam Sofer zy"a teaches that
with these words(øúåé àìå úåçô àì) we
learn that no one is too small for
Torah study. Even if a person is very
low spiritually, and even if he
committed sins, he is not on a level

that's too low to study Torah.

The Chasam Sofer proves this from
the people who received the Torah.
The people who received the Torah
on Har Sinai weren't the greatest
tzaddikim, the Chasam Sofer
clarifies. Only fifty days earlier, they
were at the forty-ninth gate of
impurity. They had only recently left
the impure land of Mitzrayim. But
Hashem gave them the Torah,
because Torah is for everyone.
Hashem loves the Torah of every

single yid.

Similarly, it is written, "I carried you
on eagle's wings, to bring you to
Me" (Shmos 19:4). Eagles are
non-kosher birds. The Imrei Emes
zy'a taught that being carried on
eagle's wings implies that the nation
was at a very low level. In fact, they
were at the forty-ninth level of
impurity. But Hashem picked them
up from there to give them the
Torah. Therefore, everyone should
study Torah. No one should think
that it is beyond him. On the
contrary, if he will study Torah, he

will reach the highest levels.7777

In kriyas Shma we sayíúîùå. The
Gemara derives from this word that
Torah is like aíñ (medicine). What
type of medicine is Torah? The
Gemara says that it depends: if one
studies as he should (lishmah) it is a
íééç íñ, medicine for life. If one
doesn’t study as he should (he
studies for money or for honor) the
Torah becomesúååî íñ, like poison.

(Yoma72).

This Gemara is very frightening,
says the Sfas Emes. It appears from
the Gemara that there are people
who gain by learning Torah and

7. To a bachur who wasn't studying well, the Sar Shalom of Belz zy"a said that
when Rashi writes יותר  ולא פחות לא it means that after Hashem gave us the

Torah, everything is measured according to Torah study. There is no one lower
than someone who doesn’t study Torah and there is no one greater than someone
who does.
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there are others who lose out. Who
would want to take the risk? Who
knows whether the Torah will
become medicine for life for him or
the opposite? The Sfas Emes
answers that it is always good and
worthwhile to study Torah. It is
never poison.úååî íñ, he says, means
that it is a remedyagainst death. It

protects people from death.

The Sfas Emes is referring to
spiritual life and spiritual death. If
one studies as he should (lishmah)
he will receive spiritual life. He will
be invigorated, inspired, his heart
will be filled with love and fear of
Hashem. He will feel 'alive,' a form
of true living that only comes from

studying Torah.

If one doesn’t studylishmah, it will
at least protect him from spiritual
death. There are many forms of
spiritual deaths around. There is the
internet, and there are sins. Torah
protects us. Those who study Torah
will be protected and they will not

fall into these debase pits.

Everyone should study Torah. No
one should feel that it is beyond
him. If it will not be a remedy for
life, it will at least protect him from

spiritual death.

Now let's address the second issue
that deters people from studying
Torah. The issue is time. The

obligations of life are very
demanding. How can a working
person find time for Torah? And
what value will a few moments of

Torah have?

Reb Chaim Volozhiner zy'a asked
someone why he doesn’t study

Torah.

"I am busy earning a living," the
man replied. "I don’t have time for
Torah."
Reb Chaim said, "Your response is
the same as what the nations of the
world said to Hashem, when
Hashem offered them the Torah."
Eisav's descendents said that they
aren't able to accept the Torah
because that would forfeit their
lives. They were blessed,êáøç ìò
äéçú, to live by the sword. Murder
is their life. How could they accept
the Torah which prohibits killing?
Similarly, Hashem went to the
other nations, offered them the
Torah, and they replied that by
accepting the Torah, they would
basically be giving up their lives.
Therefore, they didn’t accept the
Torah. "You are saying the same
as them," Reb Chaim Volozhiner
told him. "Because you say that
you can't study Torah, because it
will take away from your life and

from your livelihood."

Rebbe Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch,
the Rayat"z zy"a, also asked
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someone why he doesn’t study
Torah. The man replied that he
doesn’t have time. "If Hashem will
help me, and increase myparnassah,
I will come to the beis medresh
more often. But as of now, I don’t

have time for Torah."

The Rayat'z told him, "It is better
that you should make the first step,
and begin studying Torah. Because
it is better when Hashem owes you
[wealth], than when you owe

Hashem [dedication to Torah]."

The Rayat'z said that his father, the
Rebbe Resha'b (Rebbe Shalom Ber
of Lubavitch zy"a) once gave the
same counsel to an ill person. "The
ill person promised my father that he
will give a lot of money to my
father's yeshiva, if he would have a
refuah shleimah. My father told him
that it is wiser to first give the
money for the yeshiva, because it is
better when Hashem owes him, then

when he owes Hashem.."

There are people who don’t have
much time for studying Torah. They
have perhaps an hour in the
morning, an hour at night, so they
think nothing great will ever become
of me. I will never become a great
scholar. So instead of learning
Torah, they read the newspaper, they
relax, etc. This is an error. First of
all, two hours a day is a lot of time.

One can accomplish in this time
much more than he imagines, if he
desires to dedicate this time for
Torah. Secondly, if he will practice
finding time for Torah, he will find
that even more than two hours of his

day are available.

Thirdly, the Chofetz Chaim taught
that when one studies Torah in his
available hours, he will be rewarded
as if he studied the entire day.
Because when one uses his free
moments for Torah, this proves that
if he could, he would spend more
time studying Torah. Only he is
unable to, because of his obligations.
Hashem will therefore reward him,
as though he studied the entire day.

The third deterrent is that people
don’t believe that they can change
their ways. They aren't accustomed
to spending their spare time studying
Torah, and they don’t think that they

can begin.

We ask them, do you think you can
study an hour of Torah just for
today? If the answer is yes, we
recommend him to do so. Improve
in small increments, because every

effort in Torah is worthwhile.

The Sfas Emes asks why did
Hashem elevate the nation to such
high levels by Mattan Torah?
Hashem knew the future, and He
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knew that within forty days8888 the
nation will sin with the Golden Calf.
So why did Hashem elevate them if
they would anyway fall so steeply?

We see from this that the elevation
of Mattan Torah was worthwhile
even if it lasted for only a short
while. Similarly, everyone must
know that even if his good behavior
and his dedication to Torah does not
last for very long, they are also
praiseworthy and special to Hashem.
One shouldn’t be concerned that
maybe he will fail and be unable to
keep up his resolve, because each

accomplishment is wonderful.

Furthermore, one good deed leads to
the next, and each hour of Torah
study leads to the next hour. If one
focuses on improvement, in the end,

he will indeed change.

Rashi (19: 9-10) writes that at first,
Hashem was only going to speak
with Moshe and tell him the Ten
Commandments. The Jewish nation
requested,åðëìî úà úåàøì åððåöø, "We

want to see our King." The nation
wanted to hear theAseres HaDibros
directly from Hashem. Hashem
replied, ìà êì íîò øáãì ïé÷é÷æîù ïë íà
íòä, "Since they are obligating Me to
speak with them, go to the nation,"
and prepare them for this great
moment.
Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy'a
saw from the wordïé÷é÷æî that we are
able keviyachol to obligate Hashem
to do our will. At that time, the
nation wanted to see their master,
and to learn directly from Hashem,
and Hashem acceded. Similarly,
when one desires to study Torah,
Hashem will help him succeed.
There are many deterrents. We've
discussed three of the primary ones:
(1) Feelings of unworthiness (2)
Time constraints (3) The hardships
involved in changing one's ways; but
if one desires to grow in Torah, he
can keviyachol force Hashem to
enable it. If he will desire Torah and
request it, Hashem will help him

attain his goals.9999

8. The Midrash [Psikta Zutrisa, Shir HaShirim 1:12] says that they sinned the very
same day as mattan Torah.

9. The Gemara says, ומזוני " חיי בני (children, life, and parnassah) aren't dependent on
merits. They are according to one's mazal" (Moed Katton 28). It isn't people's good
deeds that give them children, life, and/or parnassah. It is a matter of the mazal,
that they were born with.
Yet, Tosfos writes, with a great merit, people's mazal can change גדול זכות ידי (על

.משתנה ) It could be that originally, they weren't destined to have ומזוני  חיי ,בני but
since they have a great merit, they get it.
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What is a great merit? The Eliyahu Rabba (47:3) says that it is to toil in Torah.
This has the potential to change a bad mazal and make it good.
The Eliyahu Rabba writes that this concept is stated in Rashi on Chumash. On the
words תלכו בחוקותי ,אם Rashi writes, בתורה עמלים ,שתהיו  "You should toil in Torah."
How did Rashi know that תלכו בחוקותי אם means to toil in Torah? The answer is
that the reward for בח תלכואם  וקותי is parnassah, as it says, בעתם ... גשמיכם .ונתתי But
how can mitzvah observance guarantee parnassah? Isn't parnassah one of the
matters that are dependent on mazal, and has nothing to do with deeds? This was
Rashi's proof that תלכו בחוקותי אם  means to toil in Torah. Because when one toils
in Torah, his mazal changes, and he can merit life, children and parnassah.
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