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Purim Shtick 
Directing an Egg Laid on Shabbos into a Gadget  

There was the hustle and bustle as Purim was 

approaching. The family got together to make 

big decisions.  

“What is the idea for our costumes this year?” 

Goldy asked her older siblings.  

"I'm tired of 

themes," 

Binyamin 

kvetched. “I want 

to be just a 

farmer.”  

“Great idea”, 

complimented 

Yehoshua. “I 

won’t be a 

spoilsport this 

year. I'll borrow a 

lab coat and a stethoscope from Velvel the Vet. 

Then, when collecting, I could use my medical 

status to request a bill for my yeshivah.” 

“We'll be clowns,” said the twins Yossi and 

Baruch in unison. “When we go to houses 

collecting with our group, we will entertain by 

juggling with each other.”  

“I want to be a Kohen Gadol,” announced 

Shmuli. “I could ask for a trumah for the bedek 

habayis of my yeshiva.” 

“I want to be a bubble gum machine,” 

commented 5 year Goldy. “I will ask for a quarter 

to put in the candy machine for my school.” 

“I want my baby Rachel to be a kallah,” added 

Mrs. Berger.   

“How can I use my farmer costume to help 

collect for my yeshiva,” Binyamin wondered 

aloud. 

“I’ll ask Velvel 

the Vet if he has 

an idea,” Rabbi 

Berger said 

helpfully as he 

dialed his friend. 

 “All I can 

offer is to send 

you a chicken, 

and teach you 

how to get it to 

do a chicken 

dance,” suggested Velvel on the line. 

“Great idea! I can use the chicken as our class 

mascot to entertain when collecting,” Binyamin 

said excitedly. 

Binyamin’s friends put on the chicken dance 

music and they followed the chicken as their skit. 

“At the houses we went to, the fathers found the 

chicken to be unique, and the children were 

entranced by its ways. Our group ended up 

getting the most money, however, because the 

mothers wanted the chicken out of the house,” 

commented Binyamin.    

After Purim, Binyamin brought the chicken to 

his room and put it into a cubby. The cubby had a 
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special chute that would catch its egg and bring 

it into a different box.  

That Friday night after Purim, Binyamin 

noticed that he needed one more egg for his 

Rube Goldbergi  Shabbos alarm clock (see 

Excitement in Halacha Volume 1 Goldberg meets 

Berger). 

Usually Rabbi Berger davened at a vasikin 

minyan on Shabbos morning. Binyamin always 

relied on the Rube Goldberg Shabbos alarm clock 

that his father, Rabbi Berger, had made. An egg 

would be dropped into the opening. It would 

then proceed to roll through the chute of the 

machine until it came to rest in a groove. The 

weight of the egg would cause a blade to 

descend and slice the egg thus releasing its 

contents. The liquid would then flow onto a 

sieve, from where it slowly dripped into a 

receiving bowl. When the liquid finished 

dripping, it set into motion yet another 

mechanism that caused the next egg to roll 

down the chute.  This cycle repeated itself until 

the bowl filled to the preset weight. When the 

bowl was sufficiently weighed down, a tightened 

rubber band holding a duster came loose. The 

duster, which had a pendulum attached to it, 

then swung freely back and forth. If someone's 

face, i.e. Binyamin's, would happen to be in the 

path of the swinging duster they would be 

certain to awaken.  

 

An egg is fully created a day before it is laid. It 

is prohibited from the Torah to prepare food on 

Shabbos for the Yom Tov that follows. Something 

created/prepared on Shabbos will be forbidden 

on Yom Tov when it’s the next day. Therefore, an 

egg that was laid during Yom Tov which followed 

Shabbos is prohibited to be eaten from the 

Torah, since, it was prepared a day earlier. 

Therefore, the Rabbonon prohibited eating any 

egg that was laid on Shabbos or Yom Tov, 

because one may come to eat an egg that is 

prohibited from the Torah. Since, the egg is not 

allowed to be eaten; it is prohibited to be moved 

as well (Bei'ah 2b Mishnah Brurah 322:1).  

However, one is not allowed to purposely 

make a utensil muktzah, because he is making it 

unusable which is considered like Soseir 

(Mishnah Brurah 310:20, 265:6). Therefore, you 

are not allowed to put a utensil under a chicken 

to catch the egg to be laid, because it will make it 

muktzah (Shulchon Aruch 310:6, Mishnah Brurah 

513:11).    

Since Binyamin couldn’t use the alarm clock, 

he decided to join his father and his vasikin 

minyan. 

                                                           
i Rube Goldberg was an early 20th century cartoonist, 

famous for his drawings of machines that accomplish a 

simple task in a complex and convoluted fashion. 

Can Binyamin use the chute to direct 
the laid egg from the cubby of the 

chicken into the Rube Goldberg 
Shabbos alarm clock instead of the 

box below it? 
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