
Parshas Vayakhel-Pikudei/HaChodesh – שבעת ימי המילואים 

Sunset, Sunrise 

The seven-day inauguration of the Mishkan and the Kohanim, carried an undertone of anxiety and doubt 

for the Jewish people. At first, after the previous Yom Kippur, the Yidden felt great relief from the Ribono 

shel Olam’s response of סלחתי כדבריך, granting the Yidden a pass on the חטא העגל. They responded 

enthusiastically to the call for contributions of material and labor for the Mishkan, waiting for the promised 

return of the Shechina in their midst. Although all was completed to the exact specifications by כ"ה כסלו, 

meeting Moshe Rabbeinu’s approval, no move was made to erect the Mishkan. The disappointment 

turned to a nervous apprehension, that perhaps the Ribono shel Olam still deemed them unworthy of His 

Presence.  

Their hopes soared, as they assembled on כ"ג אדר, the first of the שבעת ימי המילואים, to watch Moshe 

singlehandedly put together the entire structure. Their optimism waned as the day went by and Moshe 

took everything apart, with no Heavenly acknowledgement that their work was accepted. Day after day, 

they came and they hoped. Each day they went home, unfulfilled, with nothing to show for their efforts. 

Finally, that great day of Rosh Chodesh Nisan dawned – יום כלות משה להקים המשכן. The joy and relief of 

realizing that this time the Mishkan would remain and not be dismantled, was indescribable. The Yidden 

were, as Chazal learn from the word כלות, like a Kallah as she enters her Chupa. That ecstasy was only 

exceeded when they witnessed the Heavenly fire descending from Shomayim and the cloud that 

enveloped the Mishkan, announcing the restoration of the Divine Presence. 

What is the lesson to be learned from Klall Yisroel being put through such an emotional roller-coaster? 

Perhaps, we can learn to hope, when hope seems so far off. In Avodas Hashem and in life, people have 

those periods where they seem to be spinning their wheels and not gaining any traction. Worse yet, is 

the נסיון of failure, trial and tribulation, when everything seems to be going wrong. Or, the demoralizing 

and overwhelming weakness a person feels, after giving in to the Yetzer Hara’s temptations. At those 

times, לא עלינו, and especially at those times when someone repeatedly tries and fails, a Yid has to stay 

the course and hope to restore the glowing presence of the Shechina in his life. A precious Talmid of 

mine - dear, sweet Yitzy Berko, ני"ו, declared with his distinctively upbeat enthusiasm, that the trendy 

YOLO vogue, is a ridiculously false concept. You Only Live Once? Today is it, there is no Tomorrow? 

Nonsense! If you didn’t make it today, tomorrow is another day – חדשים לבקרים רבה אמונתיך. Even when 

a Slump seems to go on and on, like this overly long Galus, the great day of ישועה ורחמים will come. If not 

today, then hopefully tomorrow. 

In R’ Shlomo Yehuda Rechnitz’s brilliant remake of the 1907 poem, שקעה חמה - the stirring but uneasy 

masterpiece of R’ Avrohom Eliyahu Kaplan, z”l - the seventeen year old composer, a Slabodka Talmid, 

dredges out the feelings of his troubled heart. Once again, the sun has set and what does he have to 

show for a day’s efforts. The days and the opportunities pass, and he doesn’t seem to be getting 

anywhere.  ימי עוברים, ימי כלים מבלי קחת מבלי תת– my days just go by and end, with nothing received and 

nothing to give. That’s what you call life? A Bachur who is striving to make every day count, is troubled 

that he has little to show for his efforts. In reintroducing this classic Musar song, R’ Shlomo Yehuda 

recounts how a group of troubled and overburdened Yidden came to seek some encouragement and 

upliftment from the Chofetz Chaim, zt”l. The Tzadik said, why are you so despondent? Is this the first 

time the sun has set on the world? At the end of Mankind’s very first day, the sun began to set. Adam 



and Chava thought that they had caused the world to come to an end because of the חטא עץ הדעת. They 

cried and fasted through the night, begging Hashem not to destroy the world. Then, the new day dawned, 

and they realized that this is the way the world works. Said the Chofetz Chaim, is this the first time that 

Yidden are in darkness? Yidden in all generations have been plunged into all manner of darkness. Every 

time, the darkness ended and the light came once again. So, Mah Nishtana HaLeilah Hazeh? This dark 

night will also turn into a new day, offering new hope. Realize that  כך היא מנהגו של עולם– the darkness is 

always a prelude to new light and new hope.  

ם החודש הזה לכ – This time of חידוש is for all you precious Yidden. The Shechina finally came on Rosh 

Chodesh Nisan, to the Yidden back then. בעז"ה, we too will merit the light of Hashem’s Shechina in this 

special time, בגאולה קרובה. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Yeshuadikeh Chodesh, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Erev Shabbos Vayakhel-Pekudei, Parshas HaChodesh - 26 Adar  

Sarah Schenirer, mother of the Bais Yaakov movement (1935) 

Shabbos Vayakhel-Pekudei, Parshas HaChodesh -27 Adar 

Hagon HaRav Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg (1910-2012), one of the Gedolei & Poskei HaDor, Niftar at 

the age of 101. Rabbi Scheinberg was the founder and Rosh Yeshiva of 

Yeshiva Torah Ore, and also served as the rav of the Kiryas Mattersdorf 

neighborhood of Yerushalayim. Despite his old age, Rav Scheinberg would 

travel to the United States with great Mesiras Nefesh to fund-raise for his 

Yeshiva – even at the age of 100. 

Rabbi Scheinberg was born in 1910 in Ostrov, Poland, the second son of 

Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Scheinberg and Yuspa (Yosefa) Tamback. At age 

9 the Rav Scheinberg moved with his family into a small apartment on the 

Lower East Side. After briefly attending public school, he enrolled in the 

Rabbi Jacob Joseph School (RJJ), where he studied until age 14. At that 

time, Rav Yaakov Yosef Herman, who influenced promising young Jewish 

men in New York City to advance in their Torah learning, encouraged him to transfer to Rabbi Yehuda 

Levenberg’s Beis Medrash LeRabbonim yeshiva in New Haven, Connecticut. Rav Herman also decided 

that the youth would make a good husband for his third daughter, Bessie, who was then only 12 years 

old. By the time Rav Scheinberg left the yeshiva at the age of sixteen and a half, he was regarded as a 

masmid and had already made a siyum on Shas. 

At age 17 Rav Scheinberg progressed to Yeshiva University’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 

Seminary. There he learned under Rabbis Shlomo Polachek (known as the “Meitcheter Ilui”), Rav Moshe 

Soloveichik, and Rav Shimon Shkop. His Chavrusas included Rav Avigdor Miller, Rav Moshe Bick, Rav 

Mordechai Gifter, and Rav Nosson Meir Wachtfogel, future Gedolei Yisroel of American Torah Jewry. 

When Rav Scheinberg was 19, Rav Herman suggested the Shidduch with his 17-year-old daughter and 

the Scheinbergs agreed. Hagon HaRav Boruch Ber Leibowitz ZATZAL, who was a guest at the Herman 

home at that time, wrote out the tenaim. 

With the encouragement of his father-in-law, Rabbi Scheinberg and his new wife spent their first five 

years of marriage in the town of Mir, Belarus (then Poland). They lived next-door to the yeshiva, where 



he immersed himself in learning while his wife coped with the impoverished lifestyle. There was no 

running water, the only source of heat was an oven in the center of their apartment, and the unpaved 

streets were always muddy. Bessie, however, encouraged her husband to grow in learning, and he 

developed a reputation as one of the yeshiva’s biggest masmidim. While in Europe, Rabbi Scheinberg 

also learned at the Kaminetz yeshiva and received semicha from Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. 

In 1935 the Scheinbergs returned to America. Soon after his return, he was offered the position of 

mashgiach ruchani of the Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim in Queens founded by Rabbi Dovid Leibowitz. He 

served in that position for 25 years, until leaving to open his own yeshiva, Torah Ore.  

With the help and encouragement of his brother, Rabbi Shmuel Scheinberg, and his son-in-law, Rabbi 

Chaim Dov Altusky, Rav Scheinberg opened the Torah Ore yeshiva in the Bensonhurst section of 

Brooklyn in 1960. The yeshiva opened with six students and grew steadily, enrolling many local Sephardi 

boys who were attracted by Scheinberg’s Torah knowledge and warmth. The Scheinbergs treated their 

students as their own children, raising money to marry them off and even pay their dentist bills. 

In 1963 Bessie’s sister Ruchoma visited their father in Israel and toured a planned Charedi housing 

development in northern Jerusalem called Kiryat Mattersdorf, which was being developed by the 

Mattersdorfer Rebbe, who was Ruchoma’s neighbor in New York. Though Rabbi Scheinberg was 

skeptical about relocating his family and his American yeshiva to Israel, he made a pilot trip to tour the 

development and decided that it could work. 

Rabbi Scheinberg was famous for wearing many layers of Tzitzis. In the past he would wear about 150 

pairs, but recently, due to his fragile health, he only wore about 70 pairs. Although there is much 

speculation as to why he did this, it does not appear that anyone knows the reason. 

 

Monday, Parshas Vayikra-29 Adar -Erev Rosh Chodesh- Yom Kippur Koton 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky (1891-1986). Born on 21 Adar, in Dolhinov, he left for Minsk at the age of 11. 

Among his friends there were the future Rav Reuven Grozovsky, and the 

young R’ Aaron Kotler. Shortly after Pesach in 1905, Reb Yaakov and Reb 

Aaron traveled to Slobodka to learn under the supervision of the Alter of 

Slobodka. Reb Yaakov also learned in Slutzk. During World War I he took 

refuge in Lomza in the yeshiva of Reb Yechiel Michel Gordon. In 1945, after a 

brief stint as a Rov in Toronto, he accepted the request of Reb Shraga Feivel 

Mendelovitz that he take up the position of rosh yeshiva in Mesivta Torah 

Vodaas, a position he kept till his retirement to Monsey. His chidushim were 

printed in his seforim Emes LeYaakov, on Torah and on Shas. As he 

requested, he was buried in Brooklyn, since he pointed out that most of his 

family live in America and would not always be able to travel to his kever in 

Eretz Yisrael. From this, his last request we learn yet another chapter of his feelings for others.  

 

Tuesday, Parshas Vayikra-Rosh Chodesh Nisan 

 Hagaon Harav Elya Svei zt”l (1924-2009) Known for his brilliance in Torah, Rav Elya led numerous 

battles to protect our treasured mesorah and to protest those who wished to compromise our way of life 

and adherence to Torah living. His acumen and genius was legendary. Rav Elya was the rosh 

hamedabrim in the Torah world for years, in addition to being a venerated rosh 



yeshiva whose shiurim were famous for their clarity and depth. He was one of the primary talmidim of 

Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l. In the mid-1950s R’ Elya joined ybl”c Maran 

Harav Shmuel Kamenetsky shlit”a in leading the Philadelphia Yeshiva. 

Rabbi Svei was a son-in-law of Rabbi Avraham Kalmanovitz, the founder 

of the Brooklyn branch of the Mir Yeshiva, and was a brother-in-law of 

Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum. His advice was sought after by 

leading Roshei Yeshiva. He was the leading force behind the 

establishment of Sinai Academy in Brooklyn, a middle school and high 

school catering to the children of primarily non-observant Russian 

Jewish immigrants. Rav Elya was also a member of the Moeztes Gedolei HaTorah of Agudas Yisroel of 

America. 
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