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I implored Hashem at that time etc. (3:23). 

The  Yalkut (Shimoni §812) says, why did Moshe Rabbeinu pray to Hashem (“I 

implored Hashem” etc.)? So that he would be allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel. 

The Zera Shimshon asks the obvious question. We do not need the Yalkut to teach 

us that Moshe Rabbeinu’s Tefillos were so that he could enter Eretz Yisroel, the passuk 

(ibid 25) clearly says that this was part of his Tefilla? 

The Zera Shimshon explains this Yalkut with the following Gemara. 

The Gemara (Sota 14a) says in the name of R’ Simlai. Why did Moshe Rabbeinu 

want to enter Eretz Yisroel? Obviously, it was not to eat the fruits of the land? Rather, it 

was because he wanted to fulfill the Mitzvos that could only be done in the land of Eretz 

Yisroel. To this request Hashem said, “If it is about the reward, then I will consider it as 

though you indeed fulfilled all the Mitzvos dependant on the land of Eretz Yisroel and 

you will receive the reward.” 

The Maharsha asks on this Gemara that even simple people strive to serve 

Hashem not for the reward. In fact, the Mishna (Avos 1:3) clearly teaches that one should 

serve Hashem not for the reward but rather, for sake of serving Hashem itself. Surely, 

Moshe Rabbeinu was not simply concerned over some extra reward? 

The Zera Shimshon quotes a Megaleh Amukos (§4) that answers the Maharsha’s 

question as follows: 

The Gemara (Erchin 32b) teaches that Ezra HaSofer davened that the Yetzer Hara 

of Avoda Zara should be abolished. The Gemara asks, it is understandable why Moshe 

Rabbeinu was not the one to pray that the Yetzer Hara of Avoda Zara be abolished since 

he did not have the merit of living in Eretz Yisroel on his side. However, why didn’t 

Yehoshua, who did possess the merit of living in Eretz Yisroel, pray that the desire to 

serve Avoda Zara be nullified? The Gemara says that indeed, this was held against 

Yehoshua and for this reason that there is one time where Yehoshua’s name is spelled 

without a ה (ישוע as opposed to יהושע)  

This is why Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to enter Eretz Yisroel, since he needed the 

merit of Eretz Yisroel to do what Ezra HaSofer did many years later - nullify the Yetzer 

Hara of idol worship. 

The Megaleh Amukos shows how this is seen in Moshe Rabbeinu’s words. Moshe 

Rabbeinu said אעברה נא, “Let me cross” etc. The Rambam in his introduction enumerates 

fifty one transgressions associated with idol worship. The word נא has the numerical 

value of fifty one. The word אעברה, has the same numerical value as זראע  (two hundred 

and seventy eight). This hints to the real intent in Moshe Rabbeinu’s Tefilla and what lay 

in his desire to enter Eretz Yisroel – he wanted to accomplish what Ezra did – the 

nullification of the Yetzer Hara of Avoda Zara through the merit of living in Eretz 

Yisroel. 

With this, the Zera Shimshon explains the puzzling Yalkut he began with which 

says, why did Moshe Rabbeinu pray to Hashem? So that he would be allowed to enter 

Eretz Yisroel. 

This Yalkut was also bothered by the Maharsha’s question on R’ Simlai who said 

that Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to enter Eretz Yisroel for the reward. What the Yalkut 

means to say by specifically reiterating that Moshe Rabbeinu prayed to enter Eretz 

Yisroel is that there was no other motive in Moshe Rabbeinu’s wanting to enter the 

land. All he wanted, was to have the merit of Eretz Yisroel on his side, to be able to 

abolish the Yetzer Hara of idol worship – not for reward or anything else. Thus, the 

Yalkut is in reality arguing on R’ Simlai. 
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Va’eschanan 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכר נשמת
בנימי�' ריעקב יצחק ב�   

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 


