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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition from spoken to
written word.  We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for  allowing us to send you this sicha without his first reviewing it.
Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not
be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.
Shabbat Shalom,
Nehemiah Klein
 
The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the Yeshiva in general
and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Noach

PEACE AND UNITY

Hashem commanded Noach to construct the Ark as He is planning to bring about a flood which will destroy the
world. Chazal teach us that Noach spent 120 years constructing this Ark. Why did he require 120 years, could
Hashem not have constructed an Ark in a single day? The explanation is that Hashem wished for curious people
to ask Noach what he was working on whereupon he would respond that Hashem was destined to bring a flood.
This hopefully would spur them to tshuva. Chazal write that this was not an easy task for Noach, there were
many who mocked him and laughed at him. Yet, he continued to build the Ark in the hope that it would spur
people to tshuva.
 
Hashem then instructed Noach to bring animals into the Ark - pure and impure. Noach and his family then had to
care for these animals - eight people running a guest house for thousands of animals. This was no easy task
indeed, the guests all ate at different times - some in the morning, some at night before Tikkun Chatzos while
some after. What about their diets? Some ate meat, others dairy, and others only parve. Chazal write that Noach
and his family did not sleep for an entire year (perhaps they dozed off but certainly they did not have a real
restful sleep). We are told that one time Noach was late with his food and the lion harmed him. This means that
the rest of the time he ran around trying to make sure everything was run smoothly and in a timely manner.
 
Why did Hashem put Noach through this? Is He not the provider for all? Could He not have provided food for the
animals without Noach having to work so hard? The answer is, as we say on Hoshana Rabba - "Ki amarti olam
chesed yibane" the world must be built upon kindness. While the generation of the flood was guilty of many
infractions, Chazal teach us that the final act which decreed the flood was theft - they were taking that which was
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not theirs. The tikkun is to give that which is rightfully theirs to others. Chesed began at the time of creation -
Hashem created woman for Adam to have someone to act with chesed towards - at first Adam lived only with
animals but  Hashem saw that  this was not  sufficient,  he  needed a  human  partner.  Noach  followed,  as we
discussed, with a year of non-stop chesed.
 
We find in Pirke Avos that the world stands of three pillars - Torah, Avodah, and Gemillus Chassadim. Avraham
Avinu is known as the pillar of chesed, Yitzcha of Avodah for having almost been offered upon the Altar, and
Yaakov who spent days and nights learning in the Yeshiva of Shem and Ever is the pillar of Torah.
 
Hashem actually planned for Noach to be the continuation of the chesed begun by Avraham AVinu, but instead
we find Avraham Avinu known for that. In fact Noach could have received the Torah and brought it for the rest of
the world. What brought him down was the story of his getting drunk and the vineyard, this became a lost
opportunity for Noach. Nonetheless, Noach is remembered as a great tzaddik as it is he who is mentioned on
Rosh Hashana in Zichronos where we ask Hashem to remember the tzaddikim. The question remains, even if
Noach did not actually bring down the Torah, was the world not worthy of receiving the Torah following the flood?
The problem was that Noach's generation was followed by the Dor HaHaflaga, the Generation of the Dispersal.
The generation following Noach should have all become great believers in Hashem and proceed to Eretz Yisrael
following the Ark landing in Ararat. However, en route came along Nimrod and decided to settle in Bavel, a land
which the pasuk describes as "a land of graven idols" (Yirmiyahu 50:38). Nimrod was clearly not interested in
serving Hashem so he elected to go to Bavel. The Jewish nation, on Tisha B'Av announced they did not wish to
proceed to Eretz Yisrael and therefore the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash (also on Tisha B'Av) was follwed by
an exile to Bavel.
 
Nimrod then became involved in the building of the Tower of Bavel, a large edifice which was meant to signify
that they could manage without Hashem's Divine Providence, which of course is nonsensical. Their punishment
was that  Hashem mixed up their  languages such  that  one  did not  understand what  the  other  was saying.
Avraham understood that everything in the world is under Hashem's hashgacha and therefore did not take part in
the construction of the Tower of Bavel. It was for this reason that the nation of believers in Hashem descended
specifically from Avraham Avinu. There was one other person outside of Shem, Ever, and Avraham who did not
take part in the building of this structure and that was Ashur. The pasuk states: "from that land went forth and
built Ninve ... (Bereishis 10:11) which Chazal teach us that because Ashur did not take part in the building of the
Tower of Bavel, it was the city of Ninve, capital of Ashur, which did tshuva during the time of Yona. No other
countries, including many of their Jewish populations, did tshuva on that level.
 
Chazal attribute the pasuk: "Consume, O L-rd, and confuse their tongue; for I have seen violence and strife in
the city" (Tehillim 55:10) to Avraham's reaction upon hearing of the building of the tower. Avraham prayed to
Hashem that because he sees violence, strife, and quarrel therefore Hashem should confuse their languages. The
difficulty however, is that Rashi in our parsha (in the name of Chazal) compares the Dor HaMabul to the Dor
HaHaflaga and differentiates between the two - the Dor HaMabul was destroyed because there was strife between
them while the Dor HaHaflaga was saved because although they denied Hashem yet there was unity between
them. If they were united then why does the pasuk in Tehillim, which Chazal attribute to Avraham, describe it as
full of strife?
 
Perhaps we can find an allusion to this in the Torah. The Torah describes the days leading to the building of the
tower as "vayehi kol haaretz safa echas udvarim achadim" "The whole earth was of one language and of common
purpose" (Bereishis 11:1).   The word echad - one - is singular while achadim implies many ones. They may have
been one but they each had a different view as to what that one should consist of. Avraham saw what others did
not see, the unity was not a peaceful one. It had a peaceful aspect and therefore they did not go the way of the
Generation  of  the  Flood,  however  they  were  not  very  peaceful  and  therefore  Avraham prayed  for  their
destruction. Hashem confused their languages such that one could not understand the other - a person asked for
a drink and the other may have thought he wanted to break his head. They were united in constructing the tower
but there was no peace between them.
 
Avraham of course was right. In the next parsha we read of Amrafel and his cohorts who were involved in war.
The Torah does not describe them as having fought war (nilchamu) but rather asu milchama - they made war.
They created the idea of war. Kayin had killed Hevel, but he had something personal against him. Amrafel and his
cohorts created the idea of members of nations killing each other simply because one leader did not share the
opinion of the other. There was no love there.
 
Yerushalayim on the other hand is called Shalem - the city of peace. We find the name Shalem in two places,
firstly  Malki  Tzedek  is  called king of  Shalem. The  other  place  is  in  Tehillim:  vayehi  beshalem sukko -  His
Tabernacle  was in  Shalem" (Tehillim 76:3) -  Shalem referring to Yerushalayim. We then  read: "...  and His
Dwelling in Zion, there He broke the flying bows, shield, sword, and battle, Selah." Hashem will end war and then
Yerushalayim will be called Shalem, from the word Shalom. We see that Yerushalayim was called Shalem before
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the art of war was invented and will once again be called Shalem when there will be an end to all wars. Even
during our time we have seen wars in Yerushalayim, but we are promised that at the end of days there will be an
end to war and Yerushalayim will be the city of peace.
 
Man is created in the image of Hashem, it is therefore incumbent that he be good to others and act in ways of
chesed. Nimrod was the opposite, he did not live up to this image - he wished to kill people and he even tried to
kill Avraham Avinu, he had no respect for others. Our way is a way of chesed. The pasuk states: cherev paschu
reshaim "the evil opened with the sword" (Tehillm 37:14) - they opened, created, the idea of war. Nimrod was the
father of war. The prophet promises us that in the End of Days: "and they wll pound the land of Assyria with the
sword, and the land of Nirom at its gateways" (Micha 5:5). The evil were the "gateway" to this terrible invention
of war, but it will all come to an end and there will be peace in the world. The world will follow in the ways of
chesed of Avraham Avinu bimhera beyamenu. Amen.
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