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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
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R’eh 5777 

 

“The blessing - that you shall heed [the mitzvos]… and the curse - if you shall not heed 
[the mitzvos] and you stray from the path." 

When mentioning the blessing, the Torah tells us that you shall follow the commandments of 
HaShem, but the curse comes about when not only are the mitzvos not performed, but also the 

sinner strays from the path laid out for him.  If one is not performing the mitzvos, how much 
more can he stray from the path? 

Simply put, one may agree that he should follow the mitzvos, but he does not for whatever 
reason.  These may be acts that people excuse such as being dishonest in business, talking 

instead of davening, or ignoring the laws and customs of family purity.  While he is not careful 
in these things, he understands it is wrong.  Were he to deny these mitzvos altogether, that 
would be a more grievous sin. 

However, we can explain this disparity with a basic understanding given by the Maharal.  We 

know that during the giving of the Aseres HaDibros, the Ten Commandments, HaShem said 
Zachor and Shamor at the same time.  The obligation to remember the Shabbos and to guard it 
were mentioned at precisely the same instant.  The Maharal explains that this was done 
specifically by Shabbos, though it applies in other cases, because Shabbos is the most striking 

example of the following concept: 

Remembering Shabbos refers to the mitzvos asei, the positive commandments, of the day, such 
as Kiddush and Oneg Shabbos – delighting in it, while “Guarding Shabbos” refers to the 
negative commandments, such as the prohibition against lighting fires or discussing business 

matters. 

In order to successfully perform and enjoy the positive commandments, one must use the 
prohibitions as a framework for keeping Shabbos.  If one does 
that, and is careful not to transgress, then he will be able to 

perform the positive commandments with joy, enjoying the 
spiritual aspect of the Shabbos.  If, however, the negative 
commandments are merely barriers for him, obstacles that he 
resents, then he will never truly enjoy the Shabbos and all its 

delights. 

The same can be applied to all the mitzvos.  If one performs the 
mitzvos with joy, then that in itself is a blessing.  He has a life 
full of meaning and fulfillment.  However, if he goes astray, and 

does not utilize the mitzvos as a guidebook, then not only will 
he not be able to perform the mitzvos properly, but he will 
suffer the curse of an empty life.  The mitzvos are meant to bring joy but one can only realize 
this joy when he builds his life around the Torah and understands that it is his instruction 
manual for living. 
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Parshas R’eh contains numerous sections on tzedaka, charity, and from it we learn our priorities in giving.  
For Jews, the question is not whether to give, but whom to give and how much. 

One frequently-read section, Aser Taaser, (you shall surely tithe) has a well-known Talmudic interpretation.  In 
Taanis 9a the Gemara says, “Aser Bishvil Shetis’asher,” tithe so that you shall become rich. This explanation 
works because of the interchangeability of the letters sin and shin. 

It seems counterintuitive, however.  How can I become wealthy if I give away what I have?  Won’t I become 
wealthier if I hoard every penny? 

The answer is that money is not something one can hold onto.  It runs from person to person and the wheel of 
fortune turns.  That’s because “wealth and honor” belong to HaShem. 

The people entrusted with wealth are to realize that they are but “wealth managers” for HaShem.  He tells them 
what He’d like to invest in: Torah scholars, widows and orphans, needy townspeople, and so on.  It’s not their 
money, but His. 

HaShem says, “If you handle My money properly, I will entrust you with more.”  Alternatively, they may be 
blessed with satisfaction, meaning their wants are reduced, effectively making them “rich.” 

Life Lesson: The Gemara (Brachos 5b) says that R’ Huna had 400 barrels of wine which spoiled.  

The sages told him to scrutinize his behavior, and when repented of a flaw, his losses were 

reversed when the vinegar turned back to wine (or the price of vinegar rose to be equal to wine.) 

The Chazon Ish said, “If this happened to us, we would seek a rational cause for the spoilage.  

They who had tangible faith, however, sought a spiritual cause.”  He suggested, “When you need 

new shoes, say, ‘Master of the Universe, my old shoes are torn.  Please give me money to replace 

them, and help me find a good pair.’  This will turn your faith in G-d from a mere concept to a 

solid fact.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
The Torah tells us that we are sons to our Father in Heaven, and that we are not to cut ourselves in 
mourning. The Sages explain this homiletically to mean that we should not create groups and groups, 
meaning that we should not be divisive in Klal Yisrael. 

Immediately after this comes the laws of Kosher animals and what we may or may not eat from the animal 
kingdom. A number of the animals which are forbidden have bad character traits, such as that they prey on 
others, or, like the stork (chasida in Hebrew) are kind only to their own species. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What are some animals that are Kosher and what positive traits can we find 
in them? Are they beneficial to others or the environment? Are they docile? What about non-Kosher animals? 
What traits can we learn from them, and why might we not want to emulate them as we say, “You are what 
you eat”? What is the connection to being unified children of G-d? 

Beginning with Rosh Chodesh Elul, says the Shulchan Aruch, we start saying Selichos, 
prayers of penitence. The Rem”a comments that the Ashkenazic custom is to begin Selichos 
later, before Rosh HaShana, but to begin blowing the Shofar on the first day of Elul. 

The Mishna Berura explains: On this day, Moshe went up Mount Sinai again to accept the 
second set of tablets after HaShem forgave the Jews for the sin of the Golden Calf, and the 
shofar was blown. 

The blowing was to say, “Moshe went up the mountain; do not stray after idols again!” 
Therefore, we too, blow the shofar during Elul. 

He then says there is a hint to Elul in the verse, “Ani L’dodi v’dodi li,” I am devoted to my 
Beloved and He is greatly devoted to me.” The first letters spell out Elul. 

This fits with the fact that in our Parsha, the false prophet trying to get people to worship 
other gods is called a test of our love of HaShem. One who serves HaShem out of reverence 
may fall prey to logical arguments in favor of idolatry. Only one who truly loves HaShem 
will never abandon Him no matter what signs or reasons are given. 


