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The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 כתיבה וחתימה טובה and גוט שבת
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 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו
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 ְוָלַקְחָּת ֵמֵראִׁשית ָּכל־ְּפִרי ָהֲאָדָמה ֲאֶׁשר ָּתִביא ֵמַאְרְצָך      [26:2]
 
 
 

 פרשת כי תבוא 
 ה'תשע''ו

 

[Hashem,] peer down from your Holy abode 

It is with these words that we call upon Hashem, following completion of the process of 
clearing out the terumoh and ma’aser (different categories of obligatory tithes) for the 
preceding three years from our homes.  An analysis of situations in which the verb hashkifo 
(meaning to peer down or to observe) is used, indicates that it is normally only employed 
when Hashem is looking at something negative.  Yet here, we appeal to Hashem to witness 
our performance of mitzvos, which must intrinsically be something positive as we have 
complied with His will.  Why then does the Torah utilise the seemingly less apposite word, 
hashkifo?  HaGaon HaRav Chaim Kanievsky clarifies that hashkifo is actually intended to 
convey the observation of something unusual and noteworthy.  In Hashem's eyes, so to 
speak, any wrongdoing or injustice is strange and remarkable and, therefore, the word 
hashkifo is correctly employed.  By contrast, for positive actions or events, which Hashem 
views as completely standard, forms of the verbs lir’os or le’habit would commonly appear.  
Our possuk describes a person reciting vidui ma’asros (a special confessional declaration), in 
which he testifies that he has kept all of the mitzvos related to ma’aser (tithing) for the 
preceding three years.  This would include not only being careful about gross violations, but 
just as importantly even minute halochos de’rabonon (rabbinical enactments).  Rav Chaim 
notes that should a person have violated any of the myriad, applicable laws, such as giving 
ma’aser before terumoh, then his ability to recite the vidui is compromised.  Rav Chaim 
concludes that this demonstration of strict adherence to all of the halochos (laws) over a 
three year period is indeed seriously unusual and most exemplary for a human being.  It is 
so extraordinary, in fact, that Hashem peers down in amazement, as the word hashkifo 
clearly implies. 

 

 

You shall take of the first of every fruit of the ground that you bring in from your land 

The Sifri states that through the fulfilment of the mitzvah of Bikkurim (the first fruits), the Jewish people would merit entering 

the Holy Land.  However, the Ramban queries this interpretation, pointing out that the Jewish people were not yet fully 

commanded to perform this mitzvah, which could in fact only be fulfilled when they were already in the Land.  HaRav Meir 

Shapiro provides an illuminating explanation.  Many commentators categorise the mitzvah of Bikkurim as a tikkun 

(restorative act or atonement) for the sin of the ten spies.  Their error had been to make the assumption that the age of 

spectacular miracles would come to an end, once they left the desert.  In this way, they legitimised their trepidation at the 

sight of mighty warriors and fortified cities.  The mitzvah of Bikkurim is a public proclamation of the fact that even the,… page 2 



 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The Gemara in Maseches Megiloh [31b] says 
that we read the tochecho (rebuke) contained 
in our parsha before Rosh Hashono, in order 

that tichleh shono v’kililoseho, the old year and 
its curses should end.  How does the reading of 
the tochecho help our situation?  The answer is 
that Hashem promised that, when there is sadly 
no Beis HaMikdosh, we can still ‘offer’ korbonos 
by reciting and learning the parshiyos related to 

them.  In a similar vein, when we read the 
tochecho, we hope that, if (G-d forbid) we 

were deserving of any of its punishments, it 
should be considered as if it befell us r"l 

through the conduit of its recitation. 
Then, going forward, only brocho 

should come our way. 
 

Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk 

 
 

Hashem will return you to Egypt in ships 

Amongst the dire warnings and punishments, contained 

within the Tochecho, is a description of Hashem 

returning us to Egypt in ships.  Of course, the threat of a 

return to Egyptian bondage is menacing enough in itself, 

but is the mode of transportation of such significance 

that it merits explicit mention? The sefer Kemotsei 

Sholol Rov quotes Rav Shmuel Walkin in answer to this 

question.  He reminds us of the view of Chazal that 

magic charms and formulae do not function on bodies 

of water. In support of this, Chazal rely on the Gemoro 

in Maseches Sanhedrin [67b] which relates the story of 

Ze'iri, who purchased a donkey in Alexandria. When he 

brought it to a watering hole to drink, the donkey 

disappeared and Ze'iri was left with nothing but a 

wooden stick. The unscrupulous Egyptians had tricked 

him by magically transforming a stick into the donkey.  

Once it was brought near to water, the magic became 

ineffective, revealing the ruse. With this in mind, we can 

interpret the full intention behind the possuk with the 

effect that the threat takes on an even more chilling 

facet.  We are warned that there will be no escape from 

this exile to Egypt.  No amount of clever trickery or 

magic spells will be able to save us as we will be 

transported over water, where such devices are useless.        

 

… apparently, natural product of the soil is no less than a 

miracle from Hashem.  The declaration that accompanied 
the mitzvah recalls His awesome power in rescuing us 

from Egypt, giving us the Holy Land and providing us with 

the fruits to be brought to His Holy Temple.  It acts as a 
total negation of the spies' premise that Hashem would, 

somehow, step aside during our attempts to conquer the 

Land.  It is an unequivocal reminder of Hashem's hand in 
every aspect of human existence.  Strong support for this 

approach can be garnered from the Mishnah in 

Maseches Bikkurim [3:1], which describes how when the 
farmer enters his field and sees that "a fig has ripened, a 
bunch of grapes has ripened, a pomegranate has 

ripened", he ties a string around them and offers them as 

Bikkurim.  One can legitimately ask why the Mishnah 

goes into such detail and why these three specific fruits 
are chosen.  However, based on the possuk in Parshas 

Shelach Lecho [Bamidbar 13:23], these are the very same 

fruits that the spies carried back to Moshe, following 
their fateful reconnaissance mission to Canaan.  As we 

approach Rosh Hashonoh and the annual coronation of 

Hashem as our King, we would do well to reinvigorate our 

sensitivity to perceiving and appreciating how the world 
and everything in it, as we experience it daily, is always a 

direct manifestation of Hashem’s will.  Everything and 
everyone has their place and their purpose.  In the 
coming year ט''הבעל , may Hashem help us all to 

recognise ours and to fulfil it. 

Continued from page 1 

 ֶוֱהִׁשיְבָך ד' ִמְצַרִים ָּבֳאִנּיֹות  [28:68]
 
 

 

 

 


