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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

Reb Moshe-Chaim and his wife, Miriam, 

had been married for 33 years. They were 

simple but very generous people. What 

greatly upset them was the fact that they 

had no children. One night, Reb Moshe-

Chaim was sitting in a corner of 

the shul listening to a discussion about the 

Baal Shem Tov. 

 

The people spoke about how a childless 

couple, already advanced in years, had 

come to the Baal Shem Tov and begged 

him to bless them with a child. The Baal 

Shem Tov gave them the blessing and, 

with G-d's help, a son was born to them. 

 

A few days later, Moshe-Chaim told his 

wife about the story. Miriam had heard 

similar stories from Bashe, a righteous 

woman who was the wife of the famous 

chasid, Reb Gedalia-Boruch the 

Shoemaker. Miriam and Bashe worked 

together in providing medical care and 

nourishment for mothers who had just 

given birth, and in dowering brides and 

supporting orphans. Miriam was overjoyed 

to hear her husband was considering a trip 

to the Baal Shem Tov. 

 

Months passed, though, and still Moshe-

Chaim and Miriam had not made the 

journey. In the middle of Passover, 

Moshe-Chaim heard that a group of people 

led by Reb Gedalia-Boruch were planning 

to visit the Baal Shem Tov seven weeks 

later for the festival of Shavuot. After 

discussing it between themselves, Moshe-

Chaim and Miriam decided to join the 

group. 

 

On the second day of the Hebrew month of 

Iyar, they set out on their journey. Moshe-

Chaim and Miriam came to the Baal Shem 

Tov and, weeping profusely, poured out 

their hearts to him. The Baal Shem Tov, 

however, did not give them the blessing 

they hoped for. They entered his room 

again a few days later and then a third 

time, but the Baal Shem Tov gave them no 

reply. 

 

Reb Gedalia-Boruch, knowing that the 

Baal Shem Tov always acted toward his 

visitors with intense ahavat Yisrael (love 

of one's fellow Jew), was deeply upset at 

the bitter lot of the couple. As he was one 

of the Baal Shem Tov's earliest disciples, 

he sought the advice of his veteran  

 
 

colleagues about the case. They decided that 

ten men should gather to fast, pray, and 

plead for the couple for three consecutive 

days, and then they would see what the Baal 

Shem Tov would say. 

 

Reb Gedalia-Boruch and his colleagues 

carried out their plan with true selfless love.  

They were careful to avoid uttering any 

words that were not for a holy purpose and 

poured out their hearts pleading for Divine 

mercy for Moshe-Chaim and Miriam. No 

one else was aware of what they were 

doing.  On the evening of the third day, 

when they were still in the middle of the 

evening prayer service, the Baal Shem Tov's 

attendant came and told them that the Baal 

Shem Tov was inviting them to a 

celebratory meal. 

 

The meal took place with the participation 

of the Baal Shem Tov and his disciples and 

all the guests then visiting the holy Rebbe. 

The Baal Shem Tov was highly elated and 

expounded on new Torah insights and on 

the verses, "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself," and "How good and pleasant it is 

for brothers dwelling together." He also told 

them various stories on the subject of ahavat 

Yisrael and how dear Jews are to G-d. The 

Baal Shem Tov explained the tremendous 

effect that brotherly love can have and how, 

when friends plead for Divine mercy for a 

comrade in distress, they can even annul a 

heavenly decree of 70 years duration and 

transfer "the curse to blessing, and death to 

long life." 

 

Reb Gedalia-Boruch and his colleagues 

realized that the reason for the celebration was 

what they had done and that their plan had 

worked. They immediately urged Moshe-Chaim 

and Miriam to press their plea. When the couple 

approached the Baal Shem Tov, he gave them his 

blessing to have a child who would live a long and 

happy life. 

 

G-d fulfilled the Baal Shem Tov's blessing and on 

the second day of Iyar the following year, Miriam 

bore a son. They named him Shlomo.  At about 

the same time, Bashe, Reb Gedalia-Boruch's wife, 

bore a daughter whom they named Yocheved. 

When Shlomo and Yocheved were 17, the parents 

arranged a match between them. Shlomo became 

known as Shlomo Bashe's after his wife's mother, 

a great woman who was known for her deed of 

kindness and charity. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Connection: Seasonal: Anniversary of Baal Shem 

Tov's birth on the 18th of Elul. 

 

Biographical note: 

 

Rabbi Yisrael, the Baal Shem Tov ["master of the 

good Name"], a unique and seminal figure in 

Jewish history, revealed the Chassidic movement 

and his own identity as an exceptionally holy 

person, on his 36th birthday, 18 Elul 1734. He 

passed away on the festival of Shavuot in 1760. 

He wrote no books, although many claim to 

contain his teachings. One available in English is 

the excellent annotated translation of Tzava'at 

Harivash, published by Kehos. Also, translations 

from Sefer Baal Shem Tov and Kesser Shem Tov 

can be found on baalshemtov.com. 

  

[Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 18th 

year. “Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 

3-volume series of his best stories, is now 

available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-

shop.com, from the publishers in Jerusalem, 

Menorah-Books.com, and in Jewish bookstores 

world-wide.] 

 

 

 

 

 

After Thirty-Three Years of Childlessness 

Shabbat  T imes –  Ki  Tei tzei  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 6:08 7:18 

Tel Aviv 6:26 7:20 

Haifa 6:17 7:20 

Beer Sheva 6:25 7:20 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

The first verse of this week's Torah 

portion, Ki Teitzei, seems to contain a 

grammatical error. "When you go 

forth to war against your enemies," it 

begins, "and the L-rd your G-d will 

deliver him into your hands." Why 

does the Torah begin the verse with 

the plural and continue in the 

singular? 

Every word in the Torah is exact, 

every letter conveying a multitude of 

nuances and meanings which teach 

countless lessons. This verse, which 

seemingly deals with the subject of 

conventional warfare, alludes to a 

different type of war, a spiritual war 

which is waged by every individual. 

A Jew may face two types of 

enemies: one which threatens his 

physical existence and one which 

threatens his special holiness as a 

member of the Jewish people - his 

Jewish soul. 

The Torah uses the word "enemies" 

to refer to both these threats, for the 

body and soul of the Jew work in 

tandem, united in their service of G-d. 

Whatever imperils one's physical well-

being threatens one's spiritual 

equilibrium, and vice versa. 

The Torah tells us how to emerge 

victorious over both types of enemy: 

"When you will go forth." A person 

must gird himself with the strength 

that comes from absolute faith in G-d, 

even before encountering the enemy. 

Next, one's approach must be that of 

ascendancy - "against (literally, 'over') 

your enemies." Know that G-d 

Himself stands beside you and assists 

you in your struggle.  Armed in such a 

manner, victory is assured, not only 

against conventional enemies, but 

against the root of all evil - the Evil 

Inclination, equated in the Gemara 

with "the Satan (enemy of the soul), 

and the Angel of Death (enemy of the 

physical body)." 

When a Jew goes out to "war" 

fortified with the knowledge that there 

is no force in the world able to stand 

in the face of goodness and holiness, 

Torah therefore uses the singular - 

enemy - to allude to the Evil 

Inclination, the origin and prototype of 

all misfortune. 

The verse concludes with the words 

"and you shall take captives of them." If 

a Jew is not careful and falls prey to the 

Evil Inclination, all of his higher 

faculties, given to him by G-d to be 

utilized for good, also fall into its snare. 

The Torah teaches that sincere 

repentance has the power to redeem 

these captive prisoners, elevating them 

until even "willful transgressions are 

considered as merits."  

Such warfare brings Moshiach and 

the Final Redemption closer, when the 

Evil Inclination will be totally 

vanquished and the victory over sin will 

be permanent. 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC) 

 

         OUT AND OVER THE ENEMY 

 

not only are external 

manifestations of evil 

vanquished, but its spiritual 

source is defeated as well. The 

 

WHAT'S IN THE NEWS? 
 

Reb Yoel Kahan related: I was once 

told by the Rebbe to positively influence 

another talmid, address his questions and 

guide him in his avodas Hashem. I was 

dealing with him for a while, and he was 

progressing nicely. I was therefore 

shocked to hear him comment something 

which implied doubts in his emunah. At 

a loss of how to respond, I decided to 

seek the Rebbe's counsel. The Rebbe 

said, “I know this person, and there is no 

need to worry. These words are 

meaningless and are most likely a result 

of reading a newspaper before going to 

sleep. It can therefore be expected that he 

will speak as such the following day…” 

It is needless to add, that after talking it 

over with the talmid, he realized that he 

was falling in his avodah solely due to 

inappropriate reading material. As soon 

as he stopped reading the newspapers, he 

was well on his way, on the right track.    

 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

few minutes to react to a snake's poison, so 

too does it take time for the full effect of the 

compounding of interest to be felt by the 

borrower. 
(Baal HaTurim) 

 

grandson, the Tzemach Tzedek, 

added that this is no exaggeration! 

 

 
 

You shall not plow with an ox and 

a donkey together (Deut. 22:10) 

 

G-d has mercy on all His creations, 

big and small. The smaller donkey 

is unequal in strength to the mighty 

ox, and is unable to pull a plow 

with the same force.  Yoking them 

together would cause the donkey 

to exert itself beyond its natural 

capacity, and is therefore 

forbidden. 
(Ibn Ezra) 

 
 

You shall not give interest to your 

brother...anything that is lent upon 

interest (literally, "anything that 

bites") (Deut. 23:20) 

 

Usury is likened to the bite of a 

serpent. Just as it takes the body a 

When you build a new house you 

shall make a parapet for your roof... 

if anyone fall from it (Deut. 22:8)  

When a couple marries and makes 

the transition from their parents' 

homes to their own, the need to earn 

a livelihood brings them into contact 

with many new things. They must 

therefore make a "parapet" 

beforehand, setting the proper limits 

and spiritual standards, to ensure that 

no harm comes from their 

involvement in worldly matters. 
 (The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
 

You shall surely lift him up (Deut. 

22:4) 

 

When a person helps his fellow Jew, 

he himself is thereby elevated.  

Rabbi Shneur Zalman, founder of 

Chabad Chasidism, wrote that when 

one does a spiritual favor for 

another, "his mind and heart are 

purified one thousand-fold"; his 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
The Eighteenth of the month of Elul is "the birthday of the two great 

luminaries" - the Baal Shem Tov (R. Yisrael ben R. Eliezer, born 

1698), founder of the chassidic movement, and the Alter Rebbe (R. 

Shneur Zalman of Liadi, born 1745), founder of the trend within 

Chassidism known as Chabad. Eighteen is the numerical equivalent of 

the letters Chai, which when inverted form the Hebrew word chai 

("alive"). Thus the Eighteenth of Elul is commonly referred to as Chai 

Elul. 

 

The Rebbe Rayatz (the Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe) relates that there 

are two versions of a traditional chassidic aphorism: "Chai Elul 

breathes vitality into Elul," and "Chai Elul breathes vitality into the 

service of 'I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is mine.'" The two 

versions of this aphorism parallel the two dimensions of Chai Elul. The 

first version reflects the contribution of the Baal Shem Tov, and the 

second version, the contribution of the Alter Rebbe. 

 

With the advent of Elul, our divine service as a whole is intensified. "I 

am my Beloved's..." represents one dimension of this intensification. By 

revealing the formerly hidden teachings of Chassidism, the Baal Shem 

Tov introduced new vitality into every aspect of Jewish life. With the 

teachings of Chabad Chassidism, the Alter Rebbe (as will presently be 

explained) gave expression to a particular thrust of divine service. 

 

Living by Faith 
The infinite potential of the soul is mirrored by the infinite nature of 

faith.  Although our souls find expression in our thoughts and feelings, 

this revelation is checked by the limitations of both intellect and 

emotion. The power of intellect is limited by one's range of ideas, and 

the power of emotion, by one's range of feelings. Faith, by contrast, is 

indefinable and infinite, just as the soul is. It therefore has the power to 

give unlimited expression to the potential of the soul, thereby infusing 

our lives with an immeasurable vitality. The Hebrew word for faith, 

emunah, is semantically related to the Hebrew word imun meaning 

"developing a skill." I.e., faith requires practice in training one's 

thinking habits, until it reflects the limitless divine potential at the core 

of every man's being. 

 

The Baal Shem Tov imparted the vitality of emunah ("faith") to every 

dimension of our lives, revealing every individual's potential for an 

ongoing dynamic bond with G-d. He taught a way of life that enables us 

to express the infinite spiritual power of our beings in our observance of 

the Torah and in every aspect of our experience. His teachings gave 

tangible expression to the verse, "A righteous man shall live by his 

faith," because these teachings make faith a vibrant force which 

encompasses every dimension of our conduct, infusing it with the 

vitality that stems from the soul's essential power. 

 

Understanding That Which Transcends Comprehension 
The unique quality of faith is that it permits a connection with G-d that 

transcends the bounds of intellect. This advantage is, however, 

potentially problematic, because the spiritual plane on which a person 

operates through faith is far higher than his level of personal 

awareness. Since faith taps into a dimension of soul that transcends the 

limits of the individual's identity, a gap is created between the infinite 

potential made possible by faith and one's finite mind. 

 

The teachings of the Alter Rebbe enable us to bridge this gap, because 

the Alter Rebbe explained how to bring our spiritual potentials that 

transcend intellect into the realm of understanding.  To borrow from 

chassidic terminology, the Alter Rebbe showed us how to introduce 

emunah (which transcends intellectual categories) into the intellectual 

process called Chabad. (This word is an acronym formed by the 

initials of the Hebrew words, Chochmah, Binah, and Daas; lit., 

"wisdom, understanding, and knowledge.") Through the teachings of 

Chabad, the functioning of our minds is shaped by the essential G-dly 

power of our soul. 

 

Ability to Take the Initiative 
When a person develops a conscious relationship with G-d, he gains 

mastery of his spiritual experience. As long as his divine service is 

centered on faith alone, it is dependent upon inspiration, a state in 

which the soul is aroused. If inspiration is lacking, the fervor of 

commitment is reduced. However, because we have control over our 

thought processes and can use our minds as we desire, when faith is 

internalized and drawn into the realm of intellect, a person can take 

the initiative in his spiritual growth. 

 

The Previous Rebbe expressed these ideas succinctly: "The Baal Shem 

Tov revealed that we must serve G-d, and the Alter Rebbe revealed 

how we can serve G-d." This statement was obviously not intended to 

disparage the divine service of those who do not follow the Chabad 

approach, but rather to emphasize the distinctive potential generated 

by Chabad, namely, the potential to equip every individual with the 

inner life-energy revealed by the Baal Shem Tov. Although this 

spiritual potential is fundamentally beyond human reach, the Chabad 

approach enables every individual to be in control of it, by 

internalizing it and making it part of his thought processes. 

 

Adding Vigor to Our Divine Service in Elul 
In light of this, we can appreciate the connection between the 

birthdays of these chassidic masters and the month of Elul. Because 

the heavenly source of a person's soul radiates powerfully on his 

birthday, the contributions of the Baal Shem Tov and the Alter Rebbe 

CHAI ELUL – 18TH OF ELUL 
 

Precious Spoils 
 

"When you go out to wage 

war... G-d will deliver them 

into your hands and you will 

take captives." (Deut. 21:10) 

The word in this verse for 

"captives" is "shivyo." The 

literal meaning of shivyo is 

"his captives." "His" implies 

that the Jewish people will 

regain that which the enemy 

captured from us. One of the 

tasks of Moshiach, in the 

words of Maimonides, "He 

will wage the battles of G-d 

and succeed." At the end of the 

battles, the Jewish people will 

find restored all the precious 

spoils that were taken by the 

nations during the exile, 

foremost among them the Holy 

Temple. 

 

(The Rebbe, Shabbat Parshat 

Teitzei, 5750-1990) 

 

 

 

to our divine service are especially potent on Chai Elul. The 

vitality generated by the Baal Shem Tov's teachings energizes the 

intensified divine service which characterizes the whole of Elul. 

Now unique to Elul is the concept reflected in the verse, "I am 

my Beloved's" – that man, rather than G-d, takes the initiative in 

heightening the love relationship we share with Him. This aspect 

of Elul requires that man be capable of proceeding in his divine 

service on his own initiative.  And this ability was granted us by 

the Alter Rebbe's teachings. 

 

The vitality which Chai Elul imparts to our divine service 

increases the blessings we will receive in the coming new year, 

assuring us all of a kesivah vachasimah tovah, with every Jew 

inscribed for a good and sweet year. May this include the greatest 

blessing - the coming of Mashiach, and may this take place in the 

immediate future.  

(Adapted from Timeless Patterns in Time, Adapted from the 

Published Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Reprinted with 

Permission from Sichos in English) 

 

  



Try to focus and ask yourself what is the 

“Superglue” of a Jewish Community? As 

images start to develop within your mind, 

one may start to reflect on various elements 

such as children running around in the 

neighborhood parks, mothers shopping for 

Shabbos food at the local grocery store, 

watching members of your household 

commuting to work or school. All of the 

previously mentioned images are essential 

elements that make up a Jewish 

Community. However, if one was to plunge 

deeper you may come to a focal point of the 

Shul. You start to imagine the Rabbi 

speaking and jovial meals with smiling 

faces around the table. The Shul is the focal 

point of a Jewish Community but dig even 

deeper and you may come to realize that the 

“Superglue” to the community is the 

physical Torah found inside the Shul’s 

walls. 

 

Thus, “The Chabad Community on Dolev” 

is proud to announce the completion of a 

New Torah and the  

inauguration of the New Shul & Chabad 

House in Ramat Beit Shemesh  

Shiny New Torah 

(painting by Rafael Nouril) 

 

(Alef). Furthermore, to honor Chai Elul, on 

Sept 21st, we are having a Hachnasat Sefer 

Torah event. Come and join us as the whole 

community gathers to dance in the streets 

with the new Torah. The parade starts at 

5:30pm at Shvil Hagichon & Nachal Dolev. 

Torches and glow bracelets will be handed 

out. We will fill the air with simcha and the 

sounds from young and old celebrating this 

blissful moment.  

 

In this auspicious time of Chai Elul, you 

can feel the energy vibrating in the air as 

many elements are converging on this day. 

At the conclusion of the parade we will 

bring the Torah to its new home for the first 

time; followed by a farbrengen. The 

farbrengen will be held in Chabad fashion 

celebrating the birthday of the founder of 

the Chassidic movement, the Baal Shem 

Tov, and the birthday of the founder of 

Chabad Chassidus, the Alter Rebbe.  In 

addition, there will also be a children’s 

farbrengen so the whole family can enjoy.  

 

You don’t want to miss the Hachnasat Sefer 

Torah event, the epic parade, and the 

farbrengens we are hosting! All are 

welcome to join our ever growing 

community and share in the happiness we 

are experiencing. This is your personal 

invite. We hope to see you there! 

By Rabbi Moshe Chacham Moodie 

 

 

 

 

 
Want to make a nice desert for a Shabbat 

day meal?  I thought of our friend who 

makes great ice creams and sorbets. Put 

into a food processor 1 kilo of frozen 

fruit (I used mango), 1/4 cup vodka, 1/2-1 

cup of demarra sugar, 250 grams of a 

parve milk or creamer (I used a whip that 

is coconut based). Blend it all until 

smooth and freeze.  Better to remix if you 

can. Even better if you have an ice cream 

maker.   

 

Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I am a baal teshuva in my 40s and have 

3 young children – ages one, three and five years old.  I 

became religious when I was already an adult and was 

therefore not raised in a religious home not did I grow 

up having a Torah education.  Thus, as a parent I feel I 

lack the knowledge as to how to guide my children 

along the Torah path.  I find myself just telling them to 

do things, which they either do or do not do.  I feel 

there must be a better way. 

Answer:  This is a very good question.  And, I can 

assure you that almost all parents, whether baal teshuva 

or frum from birth, spend countless hours learning, 

discussing and thinking as to what is the correct 

approach to guide and inspire their children.  Thus, 

while you might not have the background that some 

others possess, you are not alone in the struggle.  

However, even though you might not have had a Torah 

based upbringing you can still be a very effective and 

inspiring parent.  For starters, I would offer the below 

suggestions: 

1. Children love to hear stories and they are a powerful 

way to teach and inspire your children.  Important 

lessons can be related via stories and children will be 

motivated to emulate the behaviors of the characters in 

the stories.  In addition, stories of tzadikim strengthen 

our faith and our children’s faith in Hashem.   

2. By being a living example we are able to guide and 

educate our children.  Rabbi Manis Friedman tells a 

story about a time his mother visited for Shabbos.  As 

he reached for his regular kiddush cup his mother 

remarked that he should use the bigger kiddush cup 

that was also on the table as it was more honorable for 

Shabbos.  So, he set aside his regular kiddush cup and 

began to fill the wine into the cup his mother 

suggested.  His young son, noticing the difference, 

exclaimed:  tatte, why are you using that kiddush cup 

instead of your regular kiddush cup?  Rabbi Friedman 

replied, because my mommy said to.  The child stared 

wide eyed and from that time on he always listened to 

his parents.  If we want our children to live and act in 

certain ways, it is important that we live whole 

heartedly the life we want our children to live. 

3. Shabbos is a wonderful opportunity to educate, 

influence and guide our children.  However, it does not 

just happen, but takes preparation.  Make sure that 

there are foods on the table that your children like, that 

they look forward to and enjoy. Plan ahead of time to 

avoid areas of conflict, i.e. seating arrangements.  We 

do not want to begin the Shabbos meal with an 

argument and many arguments can be avoided with the 

proper foresight and planning.   Just as you would plan 

and arrange what you would say for a lecture or class, 

so too for the Shabbos table.  Come prepared with 

stories, divrei Torah that would be interesting and 

appropriate for your children’s age and songs to sing.  

In addition, read your children’s daf kesher before 

Shabbos and think of stories and divrei Torah that 

connect to what they have learned during the week.  

Ask questions connected to what they have learned.  

This will grab their attention and they will feel good 

when they know the answers to your questions and see 

connections between what they have learned and what 

you are saying.  Although it is tempting to want to 

relax and eat after a long week or to give attention to 

the guests, it is important to realize that Shabbos is a 

beautiful opportunity to educate and inspire your 

children. 

When you do want to tell your children to do 

something they should feel your unconditional love; 

you should be confident and consistent; and avoid a 

power struggle.  Please email your questions to 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com 

Aharon Schmidt, marriage and individual coaching 

and counseling; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 

052-524-6528 

 
 

Halacha Corner –  Tefillin on Shabbos:  I left my talis in my talis bag 

together with my tefillin. Can I take my talis bag off the shelf to take out my talis?  

Usable articles are divided into two general categories with regards to muktza: (a) Kli 

shemelachto l’heter (a vessel whose primary function is permissible on Shabbos), which 

can be relocated for any purpose, even just to protect the vessel from getting ruined or 

stolen; (b) Kli shemelachto l’issur (a vessel whose primary function is prohibited on 

Shabbos), which can be moved only for a permissible use (l’tzorech gufo, e.g. using a 

hammer to crack a nut) or to use its place (l’tzorech mekomo, e.g. moving the Shabbos 

table).  The Gemara says that tefillin aren’t worn on Shabbos since Shabbos itself is a 

sign of our connection to Hashem.  Rishonim dispute whether there just is no obligation 

to wear tefillin on Shabbos or whether it is actually prohibited.  It would seem that if 

there is no prohibition to wear tefillin on Shabbos, it should be a kli shemelachto l’heter 

(permissible vessel) and could be moved for any reason. Yet, the Alter Rebbe explains 

that since wearing tefillin on Shabbos in its normal fashion for the sake of a mitzva is 

prohibited, it is deemed a kli shemelachto l’issur.  Indeed, some poskim suggest 

removing the talis before Shabbos.  However, many poskim permit removing a talis or 

sefer from a talis bag with tefillin since one needs the “place” of the tefillin in order to 

get access to the talis.  Once one has moved it, he may return the bag to its place as long 

as he is still holding onto it.  Tefillin which are not in a respectful place or at risk of 

getting ruined may be moved if they cannot be protected in any other way. 

(by Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin, Moreh Hora'ah - Beis Horaa Rechovot; reprinted from 

Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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