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1) A man may be alone with a woman if his mother, daughter or sister is also present. (See Shu”t Igros Moshe Even 

HaEzer Vol. 2 Siman 15 end of Dibur Hamaschil V’Hinay Af and end of Dibur Hamaschil V’Hinay Matzasi, and Vol. 4 

Siman 65:8. This was also the Psak of the Chazon Ish.  Other Poskim including the Chida, Hafla’ah and Z’Chor 

L’Avraham were more stringent and did not allow this.). Their presence eliminates the problems of Yichud even if the 

woman in question is “Libo Gas Ba” (Psak of Rav Yaakov Forchheimer shlita) 

However, the above is only during the daytime hours, as during the night time an additional Shomer would be 

required besides his mother/daughter/sister. (See Rama Even HaEzer Siman 22:5 and Chazon Ish Hilchos Ishus 

Siman 34:3) 

2) Likewise, a woman may be alone with a man (even Libo Gas Ba) during the daytime hours if her father, son or 

brother is also present. During the night time hours an additional Shomer is necessary. 

The exception to the above is a woman who is alone with a man and her son is present in the home, where 

according to many Poskim no additional Shomer is required even at night, as her son’s presence alone is an 

adequate deterrent. (See Pischei Teshuva Siman 22:2. See also Shu”t Ein Yitzchak Even HaEzer Vol. 1 Siman 77:6) 

3) A man may be alone with any woman if his wife is also present in the home, as his wife is his ideal 

Shomeres. (Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer Siman 22:3). A man’s wife is an adequate Shomeres even during the 

night time hours. (See Mishna Kidushin 80b and Tosefos Dibur Hamaschil R’ Shimon and Pnei Yehoshua’s commentary 

on that Tosefos) 

4) According to many Poskim, the above is true only if his wife is actually with him in the same house or at least 

in the same courtyard, and simply having the wife in the city does not work [unlike in the reverse, where a 

woman's husband being in the city can be an adequate shmira, details of which we will B'Ezras Hashem discuss 

below. (See Shulchan Aruch ibid.. See also Igros Moshe Even HaEzer Vol. 4 Siman 65:6, Prisha Yoreh Deah Siman 

245:20. See Bais Shmuel on Shulchan Aruch ibid. S”K 22 who seems to rule that if the wife is in the city it does indeed 

help. See also Aruch HaShulchan Even HaEzer Siman 22:15 and Sh’arim Metzuyanim B’Halacha in his commentary to 

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Siman 152:7 where he differentiates depending on where she went and for how long. See Igros 

Moshe Even HaEzer vol. 4 Siman 71 Dibur Hamaschil U’Bidvar, where Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal seems to concur with 

this view) 

A person’s wife is an adequate Shomeres even if the other woman is Libo Gas Ba.(See Shu”t Sha’ar Yosef from the 

Chida Siman 3 Dibur Hamaschil V’Hinay Ra’isi) 

5) There is a debate amongst the Poskim whether a man whose line of work brings him in contact with mostly 

women (such as a women’s doctor, a women’s clothing store owner or similar occupation where most of the 
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work day is spent around women) may be alone with a woman when his wife is with him, or if an additional 

deterrent is necessary (such as an open door etc.) 

According to many Poskim, having his wife with him will not suffice for such a man (ruling of Tosefos Kidushin 82a 

Dibur Hamaschil Lo, Yam Shel Shlomo end of Kidushin Siman 28, Taz Siman 22:6, and the Gaon of Vilna in his 

commentary to Kidushin 80b), while other Poskim maintain that having his wife there with him helps even for such 

a man. (Ruling of Rambam Hilchos Isurei Biah Perek 22:8, Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer Siman 22:7, Shu”t Igros Moshe 

Even HaEzer Vol. 4 Siman 65:14 and others) 

6) A Jewish woman may not be alone with a non-Jewish man even if the non-Jew’s wife is present, as a non-

Jewish woman is not an acceptable Shomeres. (Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer Siman 22:7) 

7) A man may be alone with a woman whose husband is “in the city” (referred to in Halacha as Ba’alah B’Ir. we 

will B’Ezras Hashem discuss more details of what is called “in the city” in the near future), as the fear of her 

husband coming home is enough of a deterrent to prevent anything inappropriate from happening. (Shulchan 

Aruch Even HaEzer Siman 22:8, Shu”t Radvaz Vol. 3 Siman 481, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Siman 152:4  and Chofetz 

Chaim in Sefer Nidchei Yisroel Perek 24:6. Although a minority of Poskim, including the Bach, disagree with this leniency 

based on Rashi Kidushin 80a Dibur Hamaschil Ba’alah, most Poskim rule like the Shulchan Aruch and allow Yichud in 

such a case) 

Likewise, a man may be alone with 2 women if the husband of either one of the women is in the city. (See 

Chochmas Adam Klal 126 and Binas Adam there Os 17) 

However, if the woman is not in her own home, and the husband does not know where she is, or even if  her 

husband  allowed her to go to a different man’s home, and knows where she is, the Poskim debate if the fact that 

her husband is in the city still helps. 

The Chochmas Adam (Klal 26:6) rules that in the above cases the heter of Ba’alah B’Ir no longer applies. Other 

Poskim (including the Chofetz Chaim in Sefer Nidchei Yisroel 24:6, Chazon Ish, Chida and others) maintain that the 

leniency still applies. (If the husband knows where she is, even more Poskim agree that there is no Yichud problems if 

Ba’alah B’Ir. See Radvaz ibid.) 

Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal (Igros Moshe Even HaEzer Vol. 4 Siman 65:21) rules stringently, unless in cases of dire 

necessity where he allows it. 

…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 
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