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Lessons from the yud י 

   

This week’s parsha is dominated by the 

disastrous episode of the meraglim, a group 

of spies who set out to scout the land of 

Israel and came back with a misleading 

report. Before the meraglim set out to Eretz 

Israel, Moshe recognized the inherent 

danger of the mission.  One of the meraglim 

was Moshe’s principal student and 

eventually his successor, Hoshea.  Moshe 

davened for him to remain unaffected by his 

comrades and changed his name to 

Yehoshua, adding a “yud” as a reference to 

Hashem’s name and a divine protection.  

One of the most obvious questions in 

this episode is why did Moshe daven for him 

alone and change only his name.  What was 

unique about Yehoshua?  The Targum 

explains that Moshe Rabeinu saw that 

Yehoshua had a quality of humility 

unmatched among his peers.  ה ּוְכִדי ֲחָמא משֶׁ

עַ  ה ְלהֹוֵשַע ַבר נּון ְיהֹושֻׁ  What is ִעְנָווָתנּוֵתיּה ָקָרא משֶׁ

the connection between this attribute of 

humility and the letter י “yud” added to his 

name? The answers are astonishing. 

The Medrash tells us that when 

Hashem commanded Moshe to write in the 

Torah that he was humble, Moshe protested. 

However, Hashem did not accept his refusal 

and instructed him to write it nonetheless. 

Moshe followed Hashem’s command, but he 

left the letter “yud” out of the word  "ענו"

humble. Of course, he realized that no letter 

could be missing from the holy Torah and in 

his great wisdom contemplated who would 

be the right person to keep this letter. After 

living with and teaching Yehoshua for many 

years, Moshe realized that he was an 

exceptional person and deserving of the 

letter “yud” in his name. The “yud” taken 

from the word  "ענו"humble was placed in 

Yehoshua’s name. 

Rav Chaim Kanievsy adds a 

remarkable insight into this explanation. In 

the “Sefer HaYikrim” from Rav Yosef Elbo 

it is written that at the time of Techias 

HaMeisim, the resurrection of the dead, the 

dead will rise again in alphabetical order. 

Those whose name begin with an ‘alef’ will 

be first to be resurrected. Those whose name 

 



begin with the letter ‘beis’ will be the 

second and so on. However, those who are 

humble will take precedence above all 

others. Even if the first letter of their name is 

at the end of the alphabet they will be 

resurrected first. Moshe Rabeinu realized 

that his successor’s name started with the 

letter ‘hey’ and now that he added the letter 

'yud’ he would be pushed back further in 

line. But, as the Targum Yonasan says, 

Moshe Rabeinu saw Yehoshua’s unique 

attribute of modesty and he rejoiced 

knowing that his student would be first in 

line regardless of the alphabetical placement 

of his name. Moshe’s mind was at ease. 

The Chasam Sofer explains that 

Yehoshua’s name was always “Yehoshua”; 

this was the name given to him at his bris 

milah. As a child, Yehoshua was given 

special help from Hashem. As he grew older 

Hashem withdrew the letter “yud” and left 

him with the name Hoshea because he didn’t 

need extra assistance. However, at the time 

when Hoshea was chosen to be one of the 

meraglim, Moshe feared that he might be 

affected by their negative influence and 

changed his name to what it was originally, 

“Yehoshua,” a prayer for help. 

At last we must ask, If Yehoshua 

was a man of exceptional middos, why did 

Moshe see a need to change his name and 

pray for him to be saved from the negative 

influence of the spies? The Avodas Israel 

provides a beautiful explanation.  When 

Eldad and Meidad prophesied that Yehoshua 

would be the one to bring Klal Israel to the 

Promised Land, rather than Moshe, 

Yehoshua protested their vision and advised 

Moshe to place them in detention. Yehoshua 

was appalled that they assumed he was fit to 

be Moshe’s successor and bring Klal Israel 

into Eretz Israel. When Moshe observed 

Yehoshua’s reaction, he feared that his 

humility would prevent him from accepting 

the yoke of leadership. Furthermore, Moshe 

suspected that he would sabotage the plan to 

settle Eretz Israel by joining the spies in 

their false report. Moshe davened and added 

a letter to his name to change Yehoshua’s 

destiny. 

As all the questions are addressed, it 

becomes clear that Yehoshua merited to 

escape the fate of the meraglim because of 

his outstanding personal qualities.  He was 

so refined a human, that Moshe took 

personal care to protect him, and Hashem 

gave him the strength to stand up to majority 

opinion.  It seems that “all roads lead to 

Rome,” every analysis leads to the same 

conclusion; it pays to work on your middos.  

 


