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H ashem desires ñðä èòîì, to
minimize the miracles. Even

when a miracle is needed, the
miracle is concealed and almost
unnoticeable. The Ramban explains
that this is the reason Hashem
commanded Noach to build a very
large teivah to hold all the animals.
It was three hundredamoslong, fifty
amoswide, and thirtyamoshigh. It
was large, but it still wasn't
sufficient to hold all the animals. A
miracle was needed, for all the
animals to enter. But Hashem
wanted to minimize the miracle, so
it wouldn’t be so noticeable, so He
commanded Noach to build a large

teivah.

But by yetziasMitzrayim, it seems
that a different plan was set. Hashem
could have redeemed us with one
miracle, but Hashem performed ten
makos, and several more by the Yam
Suf. Why?
The Dubno Magid zt"l answers with
a mashal: When a person is hungry,
he can eat almost anything. But if he
owns a store, and he wants to put
food in the window to attract
people's attention, he places the best

looking foods.

If the purpose ofyetziasMitzrayim
was to save us, one miracle would

have been sufficient. Butyetzias
Mitzrayim was also meant to teach
us lessons in emunah, and
therefore, many wonderful miracles
were shown to us, to catch our
attention and to teach us to believe

in Hashem.

The Pri HaAretz (beginning of
parashas Bo) explains that this is the
reason Hashem hardened Paroh's
heart, and he didn’t free the nation
until makas bechoros. This was
planned,õøàä ìëá éîù øôñú ïòîì, so the
entire world hear about the plagues
and will discuss Hashem's wonders.

The purpose ofyetziasMitzrayim is
to impart awareness of Hashem. The
miracles that occurred were to let us
know that everything that happens in
our life is Hashem's kindness. As the
Ramban writes, "From the great
miracles, people believe in the
concealed miracles. And this is the
foundation of the entire Torah,
because a person doesn’t have a
portion in the Torah until he
believes that everything that
happens to us is miracles, and

there isn't any nature at all."

The Midrash teaches that bymakas
dam (the plague of blood) a Mitzri
and a Yid would drink from the
same cup, with straws, and there was
water for the Yid and for the
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Egpytian there was blood. Similarly,
throughout the tenmakos, a yid
could stand near themitzri, and for
the mitzri there were plagues and
darkness, and for the yid everything
was well. It is proper to study the
miracles ofyetziasMitzrayim, and to
perceive úåãô éúîùå, how Hashem
divided and saved the Jewish nation

from the Egyptians.1111

Rebbe Hirsh of Riminov zy"a said,
"Trust me, theìåàùì òãåé åðéàù, the son
that doesn’t ask questions, is better
off than the other three sons." He
meant that when you don't ask
questions on Hashem, and you
embrace Hashem'shashgachah, it is

the greatest level.TorahWellsprings-Pe sach

On this night of the Seder, we strive
to acquire awareness that everything
is from Hashem, and therefore we

don’t have questions.

For example, in regards to
parnassah, one must believe that

parnassahcomes from Hashem. The
work one does isn't the reason(äáéñ)
for his parnassah. It is only the
funnel (øåðéö). Therefore, don't trust in
your job but place your trust in

Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

When we left Mitzrayim, the Torah
says,áéáàä ùãåçá íéàöåé íúà íåéä, "today
you are going out in the month of
Aviv" ( Shmos 13:3). Rashi asks,

"Don’t we know when they left?

"Moshe was telling them: See the
chessed that Hashem performed for
you: He took you out when the
weather is comfortable to walk in. It
is not too hot, and it is not too cold,
and there isn't rain."
This is wondrous; they were finally
leaving Mitzrayim, did they really
care about the weather, whether it
was cold or hot, rainy or sunny?
Who thinks about these matters,
when Hashem performs such great
miracles for them and they finally
have redemption?2222 This tells us that

1. We should pay attention to what we read in the Haggadah, to acquire these
lessons. Someone who reads the Haggadah, and doesn’t think about what he

is saying can be compared to a person who goes to a doctor, and asks for
medicine for a sore throat. The doctor gives him prescription sucking candies. But
the patient just swallows the pills, and doesn’t suck them. Obviously, they don’t
help him at all. The same is with the Haggadah Shel Pesach. One should study
its words for it to have an effect on him. As Chazal say, מצרים יציאת בסיפור המאריך כל

משובח זו ,הרי "Whoever speaks a lot about Yetzias Mitzrayim, it is praiseworthy."
2. Ask holocaust survivors who jumped out of a train that was headed to a

concentration camp and their lives were saved, whether it was hot that day, or
cold, or raining? They won't understand the question. "Don’t you realize that I was
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nothing happens by chance, down to
the smallest details.

Reb Ber'tze was a very special
chassid of Reb Asher of Karlin
zy"a. Before Pesach, he would bake
his own matzos, and he would
make his own wine. Everything
was made with manychumros and
great caution. One year, he set the
table with wine and matzos etc.,
and then left for beis medreshto
daven. When his wife passed the
table, her apron caught on the
tablecloth, and everything on the
table – including the matzos and

the wine – toppled over.

When Reb Ber'tze came home, he
found his wife in bed, moping and
angry. She said, "Why weren't you
more careful with the matzos and
with the wine? Why did you put
them in a place where they can
topple over so easily? It is your

fault."

Reb Ber'tze calmly answered, "It
wasn't my fault, and it wasn't yours.
Everything is from Hashem," and he
picked up the matzos from the
ground to make the seder.
(Generally, his custom was not to
eat matzos that fell on the ground,
but he made an exception this time,

because he realized that this was the
only way he could restore peace in

his home.)

The next morning, Rebbe Asher of
Karlin was repeating what happened
in heaven, because of the sedarim
of tzaddikim. "This tzaddik's seder
shined in the upper worlds… and
this tzaddik's seder was extremely
special… But the seder of Reb
Ber'tze was greater than all of
them. No one reached the heights

that he attained."

Reb Meshulem Igra zt"l was very
afraid of chametz, and therefore he
would only eat the required amount
of matzos for the seder, and
throughout the rest of Pesach he
would eat other foods that didn’t
have any cheshash(possibility) of
chametz. The matzos that he would
eat by the seder were made with
extreme caution.
Once, erev Pesach, his child was
hungry, and the maid didn’t know
what she could give him. There
was no morechametzin the home,
so she gave the child from the
matzah that Reb Meshulem Igra

baked so carefully.

When the rebbetzin realized what
happened, she was afraid that her

saving my life? Everything else was nothing in comparison." But the Torah tells us
to take note of even these small matters, because everything, down to the smallest
details is from Hashem.
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husband would be upset. She was so
worried that she left the house and
didn’t come back until her husband
had already returned from thebeis
medresh, after Maariv. She saw that
her husband was in good spirits, so
she figured that he still doesn’t
know what happened. She began to
cry, "The maid didn’t realize that
these were your special matzos, and
she gave them to the child…"
"Why are you crying?" he asked
her. "Aren't there other matzos in

the house?"

The Divrei Yoel of Satmar zy'a
would repeat this story and express
the wonderful emunah of Reb
Meshulam Igra. He didn’t even
consider getting angry with the maid
for giving away the matzos, because
he knew that everything is from
Hashem. He understood that Hashem
wants him to use the other matzos
this Pesach, and there was no reason

to be upset.

HashemHashemHashemHashem EchadEchadEchadEchad

There were tzaddikim who used to
walk outdoors on the night of
Pesach, to listen in on the seder of
the simple townsfolk. The Bnei
Yissaschar was also taking such a
walk, and he heard someone sayãâðë
...íú ãçà ,íëç ãçà äøåú äøáã íéðá òáøà,
and when he saidãçà, he said it
long and forcefully, in the manner
people sayãçà when they are saying

kriyas Shma. The Bnei Yissaschar
went inside to ask the man why he

does this.

The man replied, "My father told
me that one should stretch the word
ãçà. So what's the difference
between theãçà of the Shma or the

echadof the Haggadah?"

The Bnei Yissacher said to the
people who were with him, "This
yid has turned the four children into
the same concept as Shma." This is
actually alluded to in the words of
the Haggadah, where it says that the
students came and said,úàéø÷ ïîæ òéâä
úéøçù ìù òîù, 'it is time for kriyas
Shma of the morning.'úéøçù is roshei
teivos, ,ç,íë'ø,òù'ú,í'ùåðéà'é,ìåàùì òãå' .

This story was repeated to Rebbe
Yehoshua of Belz zy"a, and he was
evidently very excited by the story,
though he didn’t explain why. His
son, Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz
zy"a explained that Chazal tell us
that everyone has their mazal. Some
are born with a mazal to be poor.
Others have a mazal to be a fool
and unwise, etc. But by saying
echad of Shma, one is able to fix
everything that he is lacking, and to
even change the mazal that he was

born with.

ãçà of the Shma is written in the
Torah with a large'ã. There is also
a large'ø in the passuk,ìàì äååçúùú àì
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øçà (Shmos 34:14). Often, for
children, one will make a large dalet
or reish, so the child doesn’t confuse
them. The Torah is telling us that we
too shouldn’t be confused, and we
should know thatãçà 'ã, Hashem is

One, and He does everything3333.

With these ideas, the Bnei
Yissaschar explains thepassuk, õå÷å
êì çéîöú øãøãå (Bereishis 3:18). øãøã
are the letters dalet and reish. The
difference between'ã and 'ø is õå÷,
because 'ø is gimatriya 200, 'ã is
gimatriya 4, and the difference
between them is 196, the same as
õå÷. Furthermore, õå÷ means edges,
and the difference between a dalet
and a reish is by the edge. (The
edge of the reish turns it into a
dalet.) The Torah is urging us to be
aware of the difference, and to
recognize that everything comes

from the one Hashem.

We can add thatøãñ spells 'ø 'ã ãåñ,
because by the seder we strive to
acquire awareness of the dalet, that

everything is from Hashem, and
nothing happens by chance.

VehigaditaVehigaditaVehigaditaVehigadita LavinchaLavinchaLavinchaLavincha

By the seder, we have the mitzvah
of êðáì úãâäå, to tell your child the
story of yetzias Mitzrayim. The
Oheiv Yisrael teaches that whenever
a child asks his father a question on
yetziasMitzrayim, the father should
answer him, and not only by the
seder. The specialness of the seder is
that on that night, there is a great
light of holiness and siyata
dishmaya. On this night a child can
comprehend concepts ofemunah
that he couldn't grasp the entire year.
Therefore, the mishnah saysïéà íàå
åãîìî åéáà úòã, "If the child isn't wise
enough to ask questions on his own,
his father should teach him" (ch.10
mishnah 4) because we should take
advantage of this opportunity to
teach the story ofyetziasMitzrayim
and emunah. Words of emunahcan
become engraved in the child's heart

that will last a lifetime.4444

3. We can also add that this is the meaning of the passuk, מדר  בעמלק  לד' מלחמה 

דר  (Devarim 25:18). The war is ר  - :ד to be aware of what is a dalet and what
is a reish, and to attain awareness that everything is from Hashem echad.
4. Rebbe Meir of Dzikiv zy"a in Imrei No'am explains that in general, it is good

for a person to conceal his good deeds and not to publicize them. However it
is proper to show your good deeds to your children so they can learn from him.
This is the meaning of the passuk, טובך  רב ,מה most of your good deeds, צפנת  אשר

,ליראיך you should conceal. בך  לחוסים  פעלת when should you reveal them? בני  נגד

אדם in front of your children. (Tehillim 31:20)
This idea is alluded to by yachatz. We hide the larger half of the matzah, implying
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The Chasam Sofer zy"a said that we
wear a white kittel by the seder,
which resembles tachrichim
(shrouds) to remind the father that
he will not live forever. He should
therefore take this opportunity to
teach his children aboutemunah, and
about yetziasMitzrayim. Because if

not now, then when?5555

In Shemonah Esreiwe call Hashem
our father, as we sayåðéáà åðáéùä
êúøåúì, "Return us, our Father, to
Your Torah." We are implying that
just as a father is obligated to teach
his children Torah, we request that
Hashem, who is our Father in
heaven, should also teach us His

Torah. (Tur 115)

Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy"a

added that since we are Hashem's
children, Hashem will also perform
with us the mitzvah ofvehigadita
levinacha. He will tell us the story
of yetziasMitzrayim, and open our

heart toemunah.

When Hashem teaches us about
yetzias Mitzrayim, we are able to
perceive matters that we couldn’t

understand before.

The Mishnah says, "The father
should teach his son, according to
his son's capabilities."But when our
Father in heaven teaches us about
yetzias Mitzrayim, He is able to
give over even those matters that
we weren't capable of

understanding beforehand.

that we should conceal the majority of our good deeds. But the children
customarily grab away this large half of the afikomon. Because on the night of the
seder, when we instill emunah in the children, it is proper to reveal even the half
which is generally concealed, so the children can learn from it and follow in their
parents ways.
On the words לבנך  ,והגדת Unkelos writes, לבנך  ,ותחוי show your children. It is a night
when we show the generally concealed matters.
5. At the end of the seder, when the Beis Yisrael of Gur zy"a was taking off his

kittel, he said, "Earlier tonight we put on the kittel and now we are taking it off.
But there will come a time when we wear a kittel and never take it off."
The Imrei Emes zy"a asked his father, the Sefas Emes, why we wear a kittel. The
Sefas Emes answered, Yom Tov we wear nice clothing, and we don’t want them
to become dirty. Therefore, we put on a kittel. It is like a bib, to protect our clothes.
Some years later, the Imrei Emes thought about his father's words, and understood
the hidden meaning. By the seder, we become like new people. We must be
careful to retain this cleanliness so we don’t tarnish our souls again. We wear a
kittel to remind us of this lesson.
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Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy"a
said that this is alluded to in the
Haggadah,åì çúô úà ìåàùì òãåé åðéàù.
Even those who have limited
knowledge, and they don’t even
know how to ask questions, Hashem
can open their mind, and enable
them to grasp ideas ofemunah, that

are generally beyond their limits.

BurningBurningBurningBurning thethethethe ChametzChametzChametzChametz

In a letter, Reb Akiva Eigar zt"l
writes, "[When the Beis HaMikdash
stood] and the Jewish people were in
their land,erevPesach was a joyous
Yom Tov; there was thekorban
Pesach and people saidHallel.
Today, we should at least
commemorate it by acting with
holiness on this day, by having a
fear of heaven, and to be occupied
with doing mitzvos all day long. To
burn and to makebatel the chametz

and to prepare the seder…"

We learn from his words that on
erev Pesach, we should experience a
mixture of fear and joy. Joy, because
it is the day we brought akorban
pesach, and fear of Hashem, as we
cleanse ourselves fromchametz.
Cleansing ourselves fromchametzin
the literal sense, and also
figuratively, to cleanse ourselves

from the yetzer hara.

When we burn thechametz, the bad
of the world also becomes destroyed,

and the world becomes purer.
Therefore, it is an ideal time for
tefillah. The time for burning the
chametz (from the beginning of the
fourth hour of the day, untilchatzos)
is three hours. Tzaddikim said that
in the future, these three hours will
be the time when the war of Gog
and Magog will take place. This is
the reason we say in theHoshanos,
úåòù ùìù àðòùåä, save us the three
hours. It is referring to these three
hours of the war Gog and Magog.

When we burn thechametz, it is a
very special time, because we are
burning the bad from the world. It is
known that Rebbe Ahron of Belz
zy"a would cry when he burned the
chametz. (He would also cry when
he said theKruvutz, of Shemonah
Esrei, on Purim.) People didn’t see

him cry at any other time.

Towards the end of my
grandfather's life (Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai of Lelov zy"a) his sister
visited him and my grandfather
asked her, "Do you remember the
avodah by bedikas chametzof the

earlier years?"

They both recalled that their father,
Rebbe Shimon Nosson Nota zy"a
was away one year, and Rebbe
Moshe Mordechai did this mitzvah
the entire night, amidst a torrent of

tears andteshuvah.
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In the times of Rebbe Aharon of
Chernobol zy"a, the government
passed an evil decree on the Jewish
community. One of theaskanim
(community workers) sought a
solution and discovered that if they
bribe one of the ministers, they can
abolish the decree. He sent a letter
to Rebbe Aharon Chernobler,
requesting him to raise money
among his community and chassidim

for the bribe.

Surprisingly, Rebbe Aharon
Chernobler didn’t pay attention to
the letter. The askan sent more
letters, and he sent people to speak
with the rebbe, to explain the
seriousness of the situation, but the

rebbe didn’t respond.

The askan spoke with Rebbe
Aharon Chernobler's brother, Rebbe
Yitzchak of Skver zy"a, and asked
him to speak with Rebbe Aharon,
to convince him of the urgency of

the situation.

Rebbe Yitzchak of Skver traveled to
speak with his brother, but even
then, Rebbe Ahron didn’t want to
raise money among his congregants.

When Rebbe Aharon Chernobler
was about to burn hischametz, he
said, "Some people think we annul
gezeiroswith money, but this is a

mistake. Now, when we burn the
chametz, we can annul all types of

cruel decrees."

בלילה בלילה בלילה בלילה  הפלאתהפלאתהפלאתהפלאת ניסים ניסים ניסים ניסים  רוברוברוברוב אזאזאזאז

The Targum Yonoson writes,
"Yitzchak called his older son,
Eisav, on the fourteenth of Nissan
and said, 'Tonight [the first night of
Pesach] all angels praise the
Creator… and the treasure rooms of
heaven are opened. (Bereishis27:1)

Similarly, in (Pirkei d'Reb Eliezerit
says that on the Seder Night, the
gates of shefa (abundance) are

opened.

In all generations, the Jewish nation
received miracles and salvations on
this night. This began with Avraham
Avinu, who fought against four
kings on this night, and emerged
victorious (seeBereishis14:15 ÷ìçéå
äìéì íäéìò). Hakadosh Baruch Hu
came in a dream to Yaakov Avinu
(and told him to leave Lavan's
house), the army of Sancheriv was
destroyed, and many other miracles
happened on the first night of
Pesach. As the Midrash states,
"Their G-d is accustomed to perform

miracles for them, on this night."

Because on the night of the seder,
Hashem leads the world beyond the
rules of nature, and therefore
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everyone can change his mazal for
the better.6666

All customs and all halachos of the
seder have great sources, and they
arouse many salvations. It is beyond
our ability to grasp, all that we

accomplish on this night.7777

Even in heaven, great things occur
because of the seder that we perform

here below.

The Tiferes Shlomo writes, "It is
impossible to imagine the great
spirituality that is brought into
heave, because of the seder that
yidden perform, by eating the
matzah and marror, and by telling
the story ofyetziasMitzrayim from

the Hagadah."

The gemara tells us that Mordechai
declared a day of fasting on this
night, as it says éëãøî øåáòéå, he
transgressed the Yom Tov and told

people to fast. (Megilah 15).

But why did he do so? It was still
a year before Haman's evil plan

was to take affect (on the 13th of
Adar). Wouldn’t it be better to fast

after Pesach?

The Tiferes Shlomo answers,
"Mordechai was wise to prevent the
yidden from making the seder.
Because when they didn’t make the
seder it created a tumult in heaven
and in all the worlds…" and it
provoked the angels in heaven to
realize just how much they need
Klal Yisrael. The existence of the

world is dependent on the seder.

To describe the potential of the seder
night, Reb Elyah Gutmacher zt"l told
the following mashal: Someone was
surrounded by four high walls, with
no way to get away. If there would
be a tiny breach in one of the walls,
he could hammer at this aperture
until it widens and he can escape.
The Seder night provides us with
this small opening. Everyone has
walls surrounding them. For some it
is the lackparnassah, for others it is
health issues, family strife, etc.
rachmana litzlan. They feel

6. This is alluded by yachatz. The round matzah represents the round world,
where everything seems to run according to nature. We break it, because on

this night we can change the routine of nature and create a new reality.
7. Rebbe Shalom of Shatz zy"a spoke about how every aspect of the seder has

deep secrets, and great things are happening, even when we don’t know how,
what and why.
He told a mashal of a donkey who is tied to a mill. The owner has the donkey
walk around the mill, and in this way the heavy stones grind the wheat. The donkey
doesn’t understand why it must walk around in circles. What am I accomplishing,
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imprisoned. But by the seder, there
is a breach in the walls. If we pound
on this opening (by taking advantage
of this holy time) it can open wide,

and things can change.

MatzahMatzahMatzahMatzah

Tzaddikim of all generations
looked forward to the seder, when
they would perform the mitzvah of
achilas matzah with holiness. They
made many hachanos
(preparations) to do this mitzvah in

the best way possible.

However, this mitzvah wasn’t given
only to tzaddikim. HaKadosh
Baruch Hu accepts and loves when
this mitzvah is performed by simple,
regular people as well. The main
thing is that everyone should get
ready and perform the mitzvah in
the best way they can, according to

their level.

One type of preparation is to make
the mouth a good place for the

matzah to be.

It says ùåã÷ íå÷îá ìëàú úåöî, "eat
matzah in a holy place" (Vayikra
6:9). The Tiferes Shlomo said that
the place for matzah is one's mouth.
One should make his mouth aíå÷î
ùåã÷, a holy place. This is done by

avoiding lashon hara, forbidden
words, and by being careful from

eating non-kosher foods.

Those who have already sullied their
mouths can always purify it with a
kabbalah to improve. Rebbe Berish
of Biyala zy"a said, "People ask
rabbanim questions on how they can
kasher their utensils, but no one asks
how they can kasher their mouth, so
it will be a fitting utensil with which

to eat the matzos of Pesach."

Rebbe Yochanan Rachmistrifka zy"a
said: õçøå ùã÷, if a person wants to
sanctify and purify himself, he
should doñôøë. ñôøë is roshei teivos
for øåâ'ñ ä'ô ïåàù'ø ìì'ë, the first rule
is to keep the mouth shut. After that
comes ãéâî õçé. This means that
when one must speak, he should

only say half.

The Chasam Sofer teaches that
eating matzah on the night of Pesach
is the only mitzvah of eating that has
remained with us since thechurban
Beis HaMikdash. We don’t have
korbanosanymore, we don’t have a
korban pesach, etc. We only have
this annual mitzvah to eat matzah on
Pesach. Will Hashem be pleased if
we will not keep even this one

mitzvah properly?

it thinks. Similarly, we don’t know what we are doing, but we believe that each step
accomplishes so much.
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Reb Akiva Eigar writes (in a letter):
"On the [first] night of Pesach, have
kedushah and yirah (holiness and
fear) and be happy with the mitzvos
that Hashem gave us: Kiddush,
matzah,marror, the four cups, and

saying theHallel."

The Shlah writes that chassidim and
anshei maasewould kiss the matzos
when they lifted them by the seder.

Rebbe Menachem Mendel of
Riminov zy"a said that if he
wouldn’t be embarrassed from
people, he would take the matzah to
beis medresh and makena'anu'im

(shake it) like a lulav.

The Tiferes Shlomo writes that the
uniqueness of matzah is that it enters
the body. Therefore it is like a
spiritual remedy. It removes all the
bad that is inside him, and enables

him to bedavuk to Hashem.

One year by the seder, the Kedushas
Levi zy"a shouted with his
trademark fervor, "Ribono shel
Olam, either you come into me, or I

will come into you."

The Rokeiach writes that whoever
eats matzah during the seven days of
Pesach, becomes a partner with
Hashem in Creation. His proof is
from the passuk úòáù ìëàé úåöîäíéîé
(Shmos13:11). The extra'ä in úòáù
íéîéä alludes to the seven days of
Creation, implying that those who

eat matzah, become a partner with
Hashem in creation.

SegulosSegulosSegulosSegulos ofofofof MatzahMatzahMatzahMatzah

There are many segulos in the
matzah. The Zohar calls matzahàìëéî
àúååñàã, healing food and àìëéî
àúåðîäéîã, food of faith, because it

infusesemunahinto our heart.

The Yismach Yisrael writes,
"Doctors agree that matzah is a
refuah for the head. This is like a
prophecy, only they don’t know
what they are saying. Because with
matzah you fixemunah, and thereby

purify the brain."

But the literal meaning of the Zohar
is also true, matzah bringsrefuah.
äöî is roshei teivosfor åðìéöä äøö ìëî

"Save me from all strife."

Rebbe Menechem Mendel of
Riminov said that matzah rids the
person from all his bad taavos

(temptations).

Before the Second World War, Reb
Tzvi Kintzlicher zt”l was rav in
Seban, Romania. (Later he moved to
Yerushalayim.) Once in the month
Nissan, he had severe stomach pains,
so he traveled to the medical center
in Klausenberg. The doctors
diagnosed him with a serious
disease, lo aleinu, which needed
immediate surgery. Reb Kintzlicher
realized that if they would operate
on him then, he wouldn’t be home
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in time for Pesach. So he told them
that he wants to go home, and will
return right after Pesach. The doctors
tried to persuade him from going,
but when they saw that he was firm
in his resolve, they told him to be
careful and only eat light foods such

as eggs, milk, and fruits.

Reb Kintzlicher followed these
directions, but at the Seder he
decided to eat matzah soaked in
milk. While eating the matzah he
felt something positive happen to
his innards. When he finished
eating the matzah on the second
night of Pesach, he didn’t have any

pain at all.

On Shabbos after Pesach, he went
up to the bimah in his beis
medreshand with a broken heart,
told his congregation that he was
leaving for a serious operation.
"Pray for me, because who knows

if I will survive…"

When he returned to Klausenberg,
the doctors examined him and saw
that he was better. “Which doctor
did you go to?” they asked, in

shock.

He told them, “I ate matzah, the

meichla deasvasahealing food and I
was healed.”

One of the doctors said, "A great
miracle happened to you. But I
admit, everything that doctors know
is like nothing, when Hashem

desires differently."

Matzah is alsoàúåðîäéîã àìëéî, a food
of emunah. The Yismach Yisrael
says that eating matzah brings us
ahavas Hashem. When this occurs,
we will only want Hashem, Torah
and Mitzvos. Our love for Hashem
will defeat all other loves for this
world. This is the meaning of
ïîå÷éôà, which means,ä÷éúî éðéî å÷éôà,
take out sweet foods, implying that
after we eat the matzah, we will
take away the sweet foods, because
now all we want is Hashem, Torah

and mitzvos.8888

The halachah prohibits us from
eating matzah onerev Pesach. The
Yerushalmi tells us, “Someone who
eats matzah onerev Pesach, is
similar to someone who takes his

fiancé before thechasunah.”

We derive from this that eating
matzah on Pesach is like a
chasunah. The Maharil therefore

8. Some people always keep in their possession some of the leftover matzah,
because of the many segulos that matzah incurs. My grandfather, Rebbe

Moshe Mordechai zy"a of Lelov (and several other tzaddikim) would distribute
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explains that we say seven brachos
before eating the matzah, just as
sheva brachos are said at a

chasunah. 9999

The Midrash says, “vayigaresh es
haadam,” when Adam HaRishon ate
from the Tree of Knowledge,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu,kiveyachol,
divorced him (geirushin). After he
repented, the marriage,kiveyachol,

was restored.

Similarly, if someone is distant
from Hashem because of his sins,
the union is reestablished when he

eats matzah.

Therefore, we should be careful with
the mitzvah of matzah, and with all

the mitzvos of the seder.

In a letter, Reb Akiva Eigar zt”l
writes, “You must be careful to eat
more than the minimal amount of
matzah andmaror, because if you
will not eat the correct amount,
you’ve forfeited the mitzvah. If
you're wise, how could you not be
careful to keep these mitzvos

properly? We cannot perform these
mitzvos the entire year, and who can
guarantee that he will be alive to
keep them next year? Isn’t it enough
that we don’t keep the mitzvos of
tefillin and birkas hamazonproperly
throughout the year? Why should
these mitzvos also be lacking? Even
maror, one should eat the proper
amount. [In his time, maror was
pure horseradish, and difficult to
eat]. Every day, we say,êùôð ìëá, to
serve Hashem withmesirus nefesh,
so why shouldn’t we endure this
little bit of hardship? I promise,
when one eatsmaror with simchah,
he will almost not feel the sharpness

of the maror.”

SipurSipurSipurSipur YetziasYetziasYetziasYetzias MitzrayimMitzrayimMitzrayimMitzrayim

The Chasam Sofer zt"l writes, "We
have a guarantee, that even in this
bitter exile, when we tell the story of
yetziasMitzrayim to our children, to
implant in their hearts yiras
shamayim, the shefa Eloki(spiritual
bounty) is upon us, just as it was

when we left Mitzrayim.

their leftover matzah on motzei Yom Tov to their chassidim, after the final day
of Pesach.
9. The Vilna Gaon lists the seven brachos that are said before we eat matzah.

(The Vilna Gaon was of the opinion that al netilas yadayim should be said for
urchatz, so in his view this is the count):
[6] האדמה  פרי בורא [5] ידים נטילת על [4] שהחיינו [3] והזמנים ישראל מקדש [2] הגפן פרי בורא [1]

שני) (לכוס  הגפן פרי בורא [7] גאלנו אשר

[According to the Levush, (471:2) the two brachos on the matzah are the final two
brachos of the sheva brachos.]
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The gemara (Pesachim116.) says,
çáùá íééñîå úåðâá ìéçúî, "one begins
telling the story ofyetziasMitzrayim
by telling about the degradation
[such asåðééä íéãáò, that we were once
slaves] and we conclude with the

praise [of the redemption].

The Yismach Yisrael explains that
úåðâá ìéçúî implies that even if one is
on a disgraceful and low level at the
beginning of the seder, when he
finishes telling the story of yetzias
Mitzrayim, çáùá íééñî, he will be
transformed to be a better person.

By urchatz, we wash our hands
before eating thekarpas. Why do we
wash our hands? The Darkei Moshe
(the Rema) writes: "We can explain
that telling the story of yetzias
Mitzrayim is like a tefillah, because
we are telling the praises of Hashem.
Therefore we must wash our hands,"
as one washes his hands before he

starts to daven.

The Magid section of the seder is a
type of tefillah, and by saying it one
can merit all forms of salvations.
Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk zy"a
taught that by saying thesipur
yetziasMitzrayim of the Hagaddah,
he disperses bounties ofchesedto

the world.

When telling the story ofyetzias
Mitzrayim, one is supposed to
envision himself as though he is
leaving Mitzrayim. The Sfas Emes
writes, "The truth is [every year we
leave Mitzrayim] only one must
believe it... According to the degree
that one believes that he is leaving
Mitzrayim, so will it happen, and
he will experience leaving his
personal Mitzrayim. Everyone can
leave his individual øöéî

(limitations, hardships)."10101010

The Yesod Yosef promises,
"Whoever tells sipur yetzias

10. The Chida said that people should tell the following story by the seder:
There was a woman in Tzefas, who was plagued by a dibuk (a spirit) and the
Arizal sent his primary student, Reb Chaim Vital, to heal her.
When Reb Chaim Vital came into the room, the spirit immediately turned his
face the wall, explaining that he doesn’t have permission to look at the face of
the Shechinah.
Reb Chaim Vital asked the spirit why he got permission to afflict this woman.
The spirit replied, “This woman woke up early in the morning, and was striking flint
stones to make a fire, but she wasn't succeeding. She became frustrated, and she
shouted, ‘Let it be for the Satan,’ and for those words, I had permission to become
a dibuk."
Rav Chaim asked, “You were permitted to afflict her just because of that sin?”
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Mitzrayim with joy, without anger,
and without laziness [as if it were a
burden, chalilah], the wings of the
Shechinahare always spread upon
this person, to protect him in all
places and in all his travels, and he
merits that miracles happen to him."

Shvi'iShvi'iShvi'iShvi'i shelshelshelshel PesachPesachPesachPesach

Rebbe Mendel of Riminover zt"l
said, "I heard from a gadol, a student
of Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk zy"a,
who repeated in the name of his
rebbe that the time that is most
mesugal for attaining perfection in
emunahis the night of Shevi'i shel
Pesach (the seventh night of Pesach).
On this night, one should also think
about tzaddikim, because this will
help him attain perfect belief in
Hashem. As it saysäùîáå 'ãá åðéîàéå
åãáò, through believing in tzaddikim
one is able to believe in Hashem."

On this day we sayShirah, which
translated literally is a song. A song
is composed with high notes and low

notes; parts of a song are sung
quietly, other sections are sung out
loud. A song without fluctuate notes
would be monotonous. This reminds
us to sing when times are good, and
also when times are rough, because
even the hardships are planned just

for our benefit.

The Jewish people went through
many hardships in Mitzrayim, but
when the sea split, and we became
free, it became revealed that
everything was directed by Hashem
for our benefit. Now we can sing

about the hard times as well.

We say in theshirah, óåãøà áéåà øîà
...âéùà, "The enemy (Paroh) said I will
chase after them and I will catch
them…" Why are these words in the
shirah? They don’t seem to be
anything to sing about. The answer
is, after we saw the miracles, we
become aware that everything is for
the good. Now we can sing for the

difficult times, as well.

The spirit replied, “It is primary because this woman isn’t inside as she appears
outside. She doesn’t believe in yetzias Mitzrayim. On the night of Pesach, when
yidden are happy and they say the Hallel and discuss yetzias Mitzrayim, she thinks
it is all a joke. She inwardly thinks that the miracles never occurred.”
Rav Chaim asked the woman, “Do you believe that HaKadosh Baruch Hu took us
out of Mitzrayim and split the sea for us?”
“I believe," she said, "and if occasionally I had other thoughts, I regret them totally.”
And she began to cry.
When she said this, Reb Chaim Vital was able to banish the spirit from her.
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MesirusMesirusMesirusMesirus NefeshNefeshNefeshNefesh

Tthe Tzemech Tzedeksaid, Shvi'i
shel Pesachis the Rosh Hashanah

for mesirus nefesh.

On this day, Nachshon ben
Aminadov jump into the Yam Suf.
As the water reached his nose he
shoutedùôð ãò íéî åàá éë éðòéùåä, "Save
me because the water is covering my

soul," and then the sea split.

The Midrash reveals another aspect
of mesirus nefeshthat occurred on
this day: It is written, ñðéå äàø íéä,
"The Sea saw and fled." The
Midrash asks, "What did the Yam
Suf see? It saw thearon of Yosef."
When the sea saw Yosef's bones,
the one who hadmesirus nefeshand
ran away from tests, the sea split

for them.

ñð has two meanings: It means to
flee and it also means miracle. The
Sefer Chasidim explains that when
one runs away from sin, he merits
miracles. As the gemara says, "Why
did miracles happen to the previous
generation, and not now? It is
because they weremoser nefeshfor
Hashem's honor. We aren'tmoser

nefesh…" (Brachos20).

Therefore, the Reishis Chachmah
teaches, the lesson ofkriyas Yam
Suf is mesirus nefesh(self-sacrifice).
When one does a good deed with
mesirus nefesh, miracles will

happen, as the sea split for
Nachshon ben Aminadov.

Rebbe Michel of Zlotchev zy"a said,
if one wants a salvation beyond the
rules of nature – for example, if he
wants to have children, and naturally
it is impossible – he should do a
mitzvah by stretching beyond his
nature, and then Hashem will act
with him in kind. The Bnei
Yissaschar explains that when one
goes beyond his nature to serve
Hashem, Hashem will respond by
doing kindnesses with him, beyond
the laws of nature. And it was
because of these deeds of
self-sacrifice that the sea split for

Bnei Yisrael.

The Midrash tells that as the Jewish
nation were crossing the Yam Suf,
angels in heaven were saying,
"Why should we save the Yidden
and destroy the Mitzrim. They are
both idol worshipers?" It seems that
there was a possibility that the
Yidden wouldn’t survive, and that
they would perish in the sea. How
can this be? Did Hashem take them
out of Mitzrayim with ten makos
and wondrous miracles so they
would die afterwards in the sea? It

isn't logical.

The Sfas Emes answers that the
Yidden would certainly be saved.
There was no question about that.
The only issue was whether they
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will be saved because they deserve
it or because of Hashem'schesed.
Hashem wanted that the nation to

deserve their salvation.

Based on what we've said, the nation
deserved their salvation. They had
mesirus nefeshand walked into the
sea, even before it split. Thearon of
Yosef also aroused Yosef's merit,
who was moser nefesh to do
Hashem's will. Therefore, the Yam
Suf split for them and let them pass
through. Because where there is
self-sacrifice, Hashem acts with
them beyond the standard rules of

nature.

When the yidden were standing by
the shore of the Yam Suf, their lives
were in danger (because the
Egyptians were pursuing them).
When the sea split, their lives were
in danger again, because the angels
in heaven said, "Both camps are idol
worshipers. Why should we save the

Yidden and kill the Egyptians."

The Avnei Nezer asks, why didn’t
Hashem give them a mitzvah to

perform to save them?

When the Yidden were in
Mitzrayim, they didn’t have merits
to be saved. Hashem commanded
them to do milah and korban
Pesach, and in these merits, they

were saved. So why didn’t Hashem
do the same by the Yam Suf? He
could have given them mitzvos to
perform, and with those merits

save them.

The Avnei Nezer answers that by the
Yam Suf, no extra merits were
needed. They entered the Yam Suf
with mesirus nefesh, and whenever
there ismesirus nefesh, they deserve
to be saved. Hashem didn’t have to
give them another mitzvah, to merit
salvations and miracles. Their

mesirus nefeshwas sufficient.

Many of our good deeds are
performed withmesirus nefesh. We
have a body, a yetzer hara, and
many other matters that prevent us
from serving Hashem. To do a
good deed, requires a measure of

mesirus nefesh.

The Chareidim writes that the angels
see the reward and the levels that a
yid reaches when he does a good
deed, and they are astounded. They
ask, "How did this person reach the
kisei hakavodso easily? How did he
leap to such high heights?" The
answer is, Hashem knows just how
difficult it was for the person to
perform his good deeds. It seems
simple, but really it requiredmesirus
nefesh, and that's why his deeds are

so precious to Hashem.
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The malachim serve Hashem with
immense fear and love, but they
don’t have a human body and a
yetzer hara to prevent them from
doing what they have to do.
Therefore, theiravodasHashem isn't
as outstanding. But nature pulls the
human being towards materialism,
and yet, he overcomes hisyetzer
hara, and he allows himself to be
thirsty for Hashem. That's how he
creates a nachas ruach for
Hakadosh Baruch Hu and he is even

greater than the angels. And since
he rose above nature to do Hashem's
will, Hashem responds in kind, and
does miracles for him beyond the

rules of nature.

'ãì àåä çñô çáæ Rebbe Shlomo
Karliner zy'a explains, when a
person overcomes hisyetzer hara
and serves Hashem with
self-sacrifice (çáæ) he leaps (çñô)
up to Hashem and reaches the

kisei hakavod.
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