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              Passionate Service 

         At the end of this week’s parsha, the Jewish 

nation reaffirms its commitment to Torah by 

proclaiming “Na’aseh V’nishma” “We will do and 

we will hearken.” These two words became indelible 

in the neshama of Klal Israel and are a proof of our 

enthusiasm and passion to serve Hashem.  

The Sfas Emes asks why it was necessary 

for Klal Israel to say the words “Na’aseh V’nishma.”  

It would seem that by simply saying “na’aseh “We 

will do” they were declaring a sufficient vow of 

commitment; why was the word “v’nishma “We will 

hear” added in their pledge of allegiance? The word 

“nishmah” shows not just the physical action of 

listening but the desire to hear exactly what it is 

Hashem wants of us, it represents enthusiasm in 

keeping Mitzvos and living as Jews. “Nishma” was 

another way of saying “We want to observe the 

Mitzvos not only for the sake of getting them over 

with. Rather we want to internalize the Torah and 

understand to the best of our human ability how 

Hashem runs His world.” This statement showed 

their passion in fulfilling the Torah and Mitzvos. 

Had they simply said “na’aseh” it would have 

indicated a certain mediocrity in their commitment. 

It would have shown that they wanted to do the 

Mitzvos just so they could be ‘yotzei’ and move on. 

This attitude shows little interest in living as a Torah 

Jew. The attitude of Nishma shows a burning 

passion to serve the Creator. Fulfilling the Torah to 

its minimal requirement does not show zeal for 

something that we ought to love and celebrate.  

The Ohr Hachaim explains Bilam’s 

prophecy about Klal Israel. “He perceived no 

iniquity in Yaakov, and saw no toil in Israel. 

Hashem his G-d is with him, and the friendship of 

the King is in him.” The word perversity “omal” toil 

in this verse shows that Klal Israel did not see 

themselves as toiling for Hashem, they were willing 

in their servitude. When a person serves Hashem 

with enthusiasm and passion, he will never view his 

observance as a burden or simply a task to be 

completed, but rather as an opportunity to obtain 

spiritual greatness. Bilam was praising this quality 

of our avodah. Dovid Hamelech expressed this 

sentiment when he described the tzadikim, “They are 

not included in the toil of frail humans, and they are 

not plagued as are other men.” The righteous do not 

view their avodas Hashem as work, but rather as an 

opportunity to come closer to Hashem. Every 

mitzvah presents a chance for achievement.   
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“The righteous do not view their avodas Hashem as work, but rather as an 

opportunity to come closer to Hashem. Every mitzvah presents a chance for 

achievement.” 



The legendary Dubno Magid uses a story to 

explain the posuk in Yeshayahu, “But you did not 

call out to Me, O Yaakov for you grew weary of me, 

O Israel.” There was a jeweler who went from town 

to town selling precious stones. He took along with 

him an assistant, a boy who was responsible for 

carrying the valise with the merchandise. One day as 

they travelled, the assistant complained of the heavy 

weight of his bag. The merchant was shocked 

because he never complained in the past. He 

exclaimed, “You must be carrying the wrong valise.” 

When they opened it, they found that instead of 

precious stones it was filled with rocks and pebbles. 

The boy asked his boss how he was able to tell that 

he was carrying the wrong package. The jeweler 

explained that he never before heard him complain 

of the weight of the merchandise and as soon as he 

kvetched, he realized he must be carrying the wrong 

bag. The lesson of this story, says the Dubno magid, 

is that when we are carrying the “right valise” we 

never see it as a heavy burden or inconvenience. 

When we see mitzvos as precious stones to be 

cherished, we perform them loyally, with great 

precision and with joy. This was Yeshayahu’s 

rebuke to Klal Israel, that their service was not 

genuine to Hashem because they became weary and 

approached serving Hashem as a liability. 

 When a person lives a life devoid of passion 

for Torah, it certainly becomes a burden. Even 

mitzvos that require a minimum of effort become 

arduous. This is what the Piaseshna said in regard to 

the posuk about Amalek attacking Klal Israel, “That 

he happened upon you on the way, and he struck 

those of you who were hindmost, all the weaklings 

at your rear, when you were faint and exhausted and 

did not fear Hashem.” When a person feels that he is 

weak and faint in his service to Hashem, that is a 

sign that he does not fear Hashem. Rav Levi 

Yitzchak of Berditshev, on the other hand, explains 

the posuk, “The appearance of the glory of Hashem 

was like a consuming fire on the mountain top 

before the eyes of B’nei Israel.” When a person 

serves Hashem with passion and unwavering 

conviction, it brings glory to Him.  

When a person wishes to know if his life as 

a Jew is gratifying to Hashem, he should check his 

spiritual pulse. He should reckon whether he is 

serving Hashem just by “na’aseh” – doing without 

thinking very much about it, or if avodah includes 

“v’nishma” – the intent listening, the passionate 

dedication, the desire to know exactly what Hashem 

wants. “Na’aseh venishma” are the words 

emblazoned on our souls and we strive to live by 

them at every moment of our lives.  

 

 

Have a great Shabbos! שבת שלום 
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