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Now You Know 
The Torah here refers to the Mishkan 
as a “Mikdash,”a holy place. The 
Gemara learns from this that this 
concept applies to the Bais 

HaMikdash as well, and the 
responsibility for people in all times to 
establish holy places to serve 

HaShem. 

When the Mishkan or Bais HaMikdash 
were standing, those were the central 

places of worship. Today, these holy 
places are our synagogues, study 
halls, and also our homes. 

Rabbeinu Bachya offers a very 
interesting insight based on the fact 
that our verse also references the 
Bais HaMikdash. 

The word for “I will dwell,” YTNKwW 
can be broken down as Y‰T IKwW, 
meaning I will dwell for 410, the 
number of years the first Bais 
HaMikdash stood. 

It can then again be broken down as 
K‰T YNwW, the second – 420; as the 
second Bais HaMikdash lasted for 
420 years. 

This is more than just number-play. It 
shows us that throughout History, G-d 
has been in control and will remain 

so. Our actions, therefore, should 
focus on fulfilling His will, to make 
Earth a more Heavenly place. 

Thought of the week: 

The achievements of an 
organization are the results 
of the combined effort of 
each individual. 

(X:HK TWMw)   „.OKWTB YTNKwW wDQM YL WwEW‰ 
“They shall make a Sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell in their midst.”(25:8) 
This Parsha introduces the idea that people can take the physical things they possess and 
give them eternal spirituality. They can “take” donations for HaShem. It is called this 
because it is a kindness on the part of our Creator to accept donations from us and allow 
us to earn reward and merit for using the things He gave us to begin with. 

Then, HaShem gives very specific directions for building the resting place for His holy 
countenance, His Shechina. Though an earthly structure cannot possible contain the 
essence of G-d, He gives us a format to work with and promises to dwell in our midst. 

This, in fact, was something that the Jews longed for. At Sinai they saw G-d flanked by 
myriad armies of angels. They wanted to be the ones encircling Him. HaShem promised 
that if we built the holy place, He would dwell in our midst, with the four encampments of 
Israel surrounding this spot. 

However, since the posuk was speaking about the Mishkan, it could have said, “and I will 
dwell in it.” What is the further meaning of “I will dwell in them”? We would like to suggest 
that the Torah wants us to learn from the Mishkan what is expected of Klal Yisrael. 

The Mishkan had many parts. There were golden items, silver items, and copper items. 
Some areas were holier than others and some materials were used for specific rituals and 
offerings while others merely held up the walls. Each piece was crucial, however, and 
needed to be there. If there were two Menorahs and no altar, it would not have been the 
right place for HaShem to dwell. If there were only walls on two sides or if the curtains 
weren’t the proper shade of color, the Mishkan would not fulfill its purpose. 

The Jewish People as well have a need for all kinds of people. Not everyone will be a Rosh 
Yeshiva, and if they were, the nation would be deficient. We need people who are laborers, 
people who are entertainers, people who are quiet and reflective as well as those who 
stand out. All are necessary for HaShem to dwell upon us and no one should ever try to be 
someone else. 

When we learn the lesson of the Mishkan, that there are so many different roles and each 
is important and necessary to bring G-d’s presence to dwell amongst us, then we will each 
be able to excel in our personal missions and rise to the task that has been uniquely placed 
before us. 

R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, when he made a celebration upon the publication of his 
sefer, “Haamek Shaila,” related to the assemblage that the book was almost never written. 
When he was younger, he wasn’t very studious and his distraught parents didn’t know what 
to do with him. 

He overheard them tearfully saying that they would take him from Yeshiva and apprentice 
him to a shoemaker. Hearing this, he ran out and promised to work harder. He applied 
himself and became Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin and author of many books. 

“Had I not heard that conversation,” he said. “I would have become a shoemaker. When I 
died, I would have come before the Heavenly Court and been asked “Where is the Haamek 
Shaila?” I would have replied that I was a simple shoemaker! They would have told me that 
I could have been the author of this work, so today I thank G-d for achieving this.” 

A Rosh Yeshiva of the not too distant past commented on this: “Someday many people will 
come up to Heaven who settled into a life of “learning” though they weren’t cut out for it and 
they will be asked, “Where are the shoes?!”” 
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Happy Anniversary to my 

wonderful, amazing wife of 

twenty years. 

I look forward to seeing what 

the next seventy-five are like. 

☺ 

J.G. 

It takes teamwork. 

Be a part! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


