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Chayai Sara 5776-The Small Stuff 
 

 In this week’s parsha we learn about the episode of Avraham Avinu sending his 

trusty majordomo Eliezer to go and find an appropriate shidduch for his son Yitzchak 

Avinu. This portion begins with the words “Vashem bairach es Avraham bakol” _And 

Hashem had blessed Avraham with everything” (Beraishis, 24:10) Rashi, quoting Chazal 

tells us that “bakol”- “everything” is a subtle reference to his son Yitzchak, for the gematria 

(numerical value) of the three Hebrew letters that spell out the word “bakol” - a bais, kaph 

& lamed, equal 52. And the numerical value for the Hebrew word for son -Ben (bais & 

noohn) also equals 52. 

 The slight problem with this gematria is, that in order for both words to equal 52 

we have to use the prefix bais of the word bakol, which means that instead of “a son” 

equaling  “everything”, it equals instead “with everything”. Now, “everything” would be a 

neat gematria for “a son”. For it is telling us that our children are our everything, and we 

would give away everything in a heartbeat to have children and to keep them safe. But 

what is the message that a son is considered “with everything”? 

 Perhaps we can offer the following explanation. 

 If one were to ask a fabulously wealthy person, one who has everything in life to 

list everything he owns, he will tell you about his mansion in Quogue, the ocean view villa 

in Majorca, his 53’ sloop moored in The Azores and his fleet of sports cars dotted all over 

the globe. What he will not mention, however, are the 13 gallon garbage bags that go in his 

bins, his beer-opener in the kitchen drawer, and the baby wipes in the nursery. Even though 

they are technically part of his “everything”, comparable to his luxury items they do not 

warrant a mention. These items would therefore be classified as his “with everythings”. In 

the education of a child we have a similar dynamic. There are the everythings and the with 

everythings with which we provide our kinderlach. The everythings are the obvious areas 

in a child’s life that parents are cognizant will make or break their child’s success. The 

shul, school, teachers and friends. But then there are also the “with everythings”. Life skills, 

mentschlichkeit, emotional balance, joy, and self-esteem. These are areas that are 

sometimes overlooked but are just as vital in the well-rounded chinuch of a child.  

 Says the Torah: Avraham was blessed bakol-with everything. He was able to realize 

that in the rearing of Yitzchak not only were the “everythings” vital, but so too were the 

“with everythings.” And that was truly a blessing, to also have on one’s radar the less glitzy 

parts of the Chinuch experience and wisely cultivate success in those areas too. 
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