
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

In memory of R’ Shmuel Shmelka ben HaRav Moshe Kizelnik z”l 

There are several Purim 

sponsorship opportunities. 

For details, or if you would 

like us to distribute 

matanos la’evyonim for 

you, contact us by email: 

rabbi@torahkollel.com. 

Our Sefer Torah campaign 

is well underway!  Visit our 

website to view photos of 

the launch of the campaign.  

Much thanks to all those 

who gave generously to 

help furnish the beis 

medrash thus far!  May 

Hashem bless you with 

beracha in every area of 

your lives!  There are still a 

few seforim desperately 

needed.  

Dedication opportunities are 

available. For further details, 

please contact us at: 

info@torahkollel.com 
 

See our latest video 

production on our new 

website! 

www.torahkollel.com 

- Rabbi 
Dovid Le

win 

THE SCENT OF INFLUENCE THAT RADIATES 

 The Torah commands the kohanim to burn incense in the mizbayach when the 

kohein gadol lights the menorah. These are two very important avodos. The menorah 

shines spiritual light on the world, and the ketores atones for the Jewish people. Both 

important indeed, but what does one have to do with the other that the Torah seems to 

make the ketores very much connected to the lighting of the menorah? 

  HaRav Moshe Feinstein zt"l suggests explains that in addition to what every 

avodah  accomplishes, there are lessons to learn from each one. The ketores is by 

nature a very quiet activity. Unless one is in close proximity, there is no evidence of 

anything going on. Yet its aroma reaches quite far. This represents the talmidei 

chachamim who sit in the beis medrash toiling in Torah. From a distance, it doesn't 

appear like much is going on. Yet the impact is great, pleasant and far reaching like the 

aroma of the ketores.  However, while we might know this to be true on a deeper level, 

we tend to believe that Torah can only have a real impact if its scholars go out and teach 

the masses. This is simply not true, and so the Torah links the burning of the ketores to 

the lighting of the menorah to teach us that the fragrance of Torah can illuminate others 

from afar. 

 This is not to say that there is no place for those who go out to teach. Nor is it to 

belittle them or their accomplishments. The light of the menorah is equally important. 

However, we must realize that those who make the beis medrash their home are 

producing in a major way, even if we don't see it in print or hear it in a derasha. K'lal 

Yisroel needs both leaders who sacrifice time from their own studies to teach and inspire 

others as well as those quiet Torah scholars who remain completely immersed in their 

studies. Both have a profound impact on the rest of the nation. 

    We tend to appreciate the grandiose. Granted, it does have value, but it somewhat 

cheapens the value we attach to all which isn’t. This is something we must learn to 

appreciate.  The power of the ketores was incredible despite the fact that it was a silent 

production.  

ז“ ת ש ע           ת צ ו הפ ר ש ת              



 

 

REMEMBERING HALF A SHEKEL 

 

 The Rema writes that custom is to give, at Mincha on Ta’anis Esther, a half-piece of the local currency to 

tzedaka. This was instituted as a remembrance of the Machatzis HaShekel, the annual half-shekel donation to 

the Beis HaMikdash designated for the purchase of communal korbanos. See, however, the Magen Avraham 

who writes that the custom in his day was to give zecher l’Machatzis haShekel on Purim morning before 

reading the Megilla. Either way, if the money will be distributed to the poor on Purim day, one can fulfill his 

obligation of matanos la’evyonim with these coins, provided the coins are of sufficient value. (M.B., Biur 

Halacha).  

 One should be careful to say he is doing so in memory of the Machatzis haShekel and not “this is for the 

Machatzis 

haShekel” as the latter would imply that the money is intended for the treasury of the Beis HaMikdash, an 

implication with serious ramifications. 

 The common practice is to give three half-shekel pieces, since the Torah (Shemos 30:11-16) repeats the 

word terumah (donation) three times. This custom is cited by the Mordechai and codified by the Rema as 

common practice. (See however Ma’aseh Rav that the Gra required only one coin.) 

 A child does not need to give. The Bartenura (Shekalim 1:3) states that since the original Machatzis 

haShekel was used to take a census and only males over the age of 20 were counted, the annual donation 

also applies only to those over age 20. The Tosfos Yom Tov (1:5) disagrees, citing a Yerushalmi that a katan 

who has matured physically can be forced to pay. This would seem to imply that one is obligated to give the 

annual Machatzis haShekel from age 13, and logically so, since the funds are intended for korbanos tzibur, of 

which such a person is now a part. The initial money collected as part of the census in parshas Ki-Sisa was a 

one-time collection, used for the Adanim in the Mishkan and was unrelated to the annual collection of funds for 

the Beis HaMikdash. See however, Biur HaGra who sides with the Bartenura and understands the Yerushalmi 

to refer to one who started giving as a child; that until he is 13, although obligated to continue, Beis Din cannot 

force him to pay. 

 Darkei Moshe quotes a custom to give Machatzis haShekel on behalf of an unborn child and Magen 

Avraham quotes an opinion obligating women and children as well. As a result, it has become common 

practice for each head of household to give Machatzis haShekel for all members of his household, including 

unborn children. Once a father gives on behalf of his son, he is obligated to continue doing so until the child 

comes of age. (See Mishna Shekalim 1:3 that his father is obligated to continue to give). In the event of the 

father’s death, the child himself must pay. 

REVIEW THE ENTIRE MESECHES MEGILLA IN ABOUT 1 HOUR ! 

For details, email us at:   info@torahkollel.com 
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