
 

Ki Seitzei - Days of Judgment 

Run in Fear - From Him, To Him

 ) הושע ו:א(: ויחבשנו יך וירפאנו טרף הוא כי ה' אל ונשובה לכו

Come and let us return to the Lord, for He has torn 

and He shall heal us; He smites, and He will bind us 

up. (Hoshea 6:1) 

This is a most amazing possuk. Come Yidden, do 

teshuva, return to Hashem! Why, because He has 

smitten us. He has torn us apart. But He heals and 

binds our wounds.  

The Navi is beckoning us to do teshuva. To 

accomplish this, Hashem has afflicted us with 

calamities. He has smitten us in order that we 

return to Him. 

Regrettably, for many, incidents like these when 

Hashem seems to be ripping everything apart 

doesn't cause them to return. Instead, it causes 

them run away and become disbelievers. "I can't 

believe in a G-d who does that to me!" This sad 

result is all too common. 

Let’s take an unfortunate occurrence that too many 

of us have to go through. Everything goes wrong. 

We feel that our world is being pulled out from 

under our feet. The first feeling we get is anger. 

Why is Hashem doing this to me? I don’t deserve it. 

Even worse is the person who begins to doubt, 

maybe there is no Hashem. Everything is just 

happening because… Loss of belief is probably the 

worst form of depression, when you don’t see any 

purpose, rhyme or reason in your suffering.  

I heard the story of a yeshiva bochur who regularly 

had to be calmed down by his rabbeim. He would 

inevitably come with a very convoluted and 

complex scenario that Hashem was out to get him. 

He would describe down to the minutest details the 

hashgacha pratis that always worked against him. 

This bochur had not yet lost his belief in Hashem. 

As a matter of fact, he had a very sharp and vivid 

sense of emunah. He believed with every fiber of 

his body in Hashem’s direct supervision of the 

Universe. However, he came to the wrong 

conclusion: Hashem is out to get me! 

What should be our reaction? The first thing we 

have to realize is the source of our suffering. 

Nothing happens by accident. Hashem is sending 

us a message. Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus, zt”l, 

helps us interpret that message. In Nefesh 

Shimshon, Shaare Emuna, pp. 254, 272, he relates 

a statement he heard from Rav Yoseph Dov 

Soloveitchik, zt”l, in the name of his father Maran 

the Brisker Rav, zt”l. The Tur in Orach Chaim at the 

beginning of Hilchos Rosh Hashana (section 581) 

poskins that we bathe and take haircuts in honor of 

the Day of Judgment, based on the following 

Midrash:  

Yisroel are unlike the nations of the world. When 

there is a court case against them, they wear 

black… because they do not know the outcome of 

their court case. Yisroel are different. They wear 

white…. And they eat and drink and are happy on 

Rosh Hashana knowing that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 

will perform a miracle for them. 

There is a problem, however. This Midrash seems 

to conflict with the gemara in Rosh Hashana (32b) 

which states, “Why don’t Yisroel recite Hallel on 

Rosh Hashana? Because when the Books of Life and 

Books of Death are open before Him, is it possible 

that Yisroel should sing?” This appears to 

contradict the above Midrash of the Tur. 

The Brisker Rav, zt”l, resolved this problem based 

on a famous piyut called Keser Malchus written by 

R. Shlomo Ibn Gabirol (section 38): 

ׁש ְוִאם ֶליָך ִמֶמך   ֶאבַרח, ַלֲעֹוִני ְתַבקֵּ ְתָך ְוֶאְתַכֶסה אֵּ ֲחמ   ְבִצֶלָך מֵּ

If You will scrutinize my wrongdoing, I will flee from 

You toward You. And I shall cover myself from Your 

wrath in Your shade. 

The great poet turns to Hashem and says to Him, “If 

You, HaKadosh Baruch Hu, open the Book of 

Remembrance and reveal my wrongdoing, where 

am I going to flee to?” The answer is, “I shall run 

away from You, to You!” I have where to escape. I 

shall escape to You. “And I shall cover myself from 

Your wrath.” If Heaven forbid, You decide to pour 
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Your wrath upon me, I have the ability to cover 

myself, “in Your shade,” in the shade of HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu. 

These words are remarkable. When a person is in 

danger, the only option to save himself is in “Your 

shade.” But this is true only when he is "fleeing 

from You." If the person is not afraid, he doesn’t 

run. Consequently, he will never reach Hashem 

and he has no hope. Both parts are necessary: when 

there is fear, then there is bitachon. If a person 

understands the danger and is afraid, then, “I will 

run from You toward You.” The fear itself produces 

bitachon. However, if the person is certain that 

nothing will happen to him, there is no reason for 

him to trust. If he does not feel the danger, there is 

no reason for him to seek shelter in the shade of 

Hashem. Therefore, on one hand we do not say 

Hallel on Rosh Hashana, because of the great fear. 

And specifically because of this we bathe and take 

haircuts, because we are certain that HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu will perform a miracle for us. 

This is the lesson of Rosh Hashanah, when we are 

surrounded by problems or misfortunes, we 

instinctively run to protect ourselves. But where 

are we going to run to? There is nowhere else except 

to Hashem. The calamities are not coincidental. 

They are Hashem's means to call out to us. Run! 

Run away from Me, towards Me! Mishaps are 

Hashem's beckoning us to trust only in Him and 

that is our only avenue of safety.  

Rosh Hashanah teaches us an important lesson in 

bitachon. Many of us think that bitachon means 

that a person should not worry about his problems. 

Everything will be all right. Why? The problems are 

really huge, and the danger is great! But HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu is greater, and so the conclusion is that 

everything is going to be alright. 

That is a mistake. As a figure of speech, we can 

compare this to one who thinks that when we mix 

fleishigs with milchigs it becomes pareve…. 

Everyone knows how ludicrous this is. Fleishig is 

fleishig, and milchig is milchig. Fear is fear, it’s 

real! The danger is real! But fear is there for a 

reason. It is the catalyst to bring us closer to Him. 

When there is a problem, it is serious. It has to be 

dealt with in a serious manner. But a person also 

has to understand that he has a very powerful tool 

to deal with the problem, with Hashem’s help: 

tefilla. 

Sometimes a person has various problems in 

health, parnossah, etc. If he understands the 

seriousness of the situation and turns to Hashem 

Yisborach, then Hashem will help him. That is 

bitachon. “In the day when I have fear, I will trust 

in You” (Tehillim 56:4). The Metzudas Dovid 

translates this verse: “The day when my fear is 

great, I will trust in You because You have the 

ability to save me from everything.” 

When there is fear, there is bitachon.  

And this is the avoda of Elul. 

  ילדודי ודודי לני אאלול =                

“I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine” (Shir 

Hashirim 6:3). This is the avoda set out for us 

during these days of Elul in preparation for the 

Days of Judgment. Hashem now comes close to us 

and wants us to find Him. The fear of these Days of 

Judgment is to bring us close. There is nowhere to 

hide. I must find my beloved. I am for my beloved 

and my beloved is for me. We run in fear from Him, 

to Him. 

Wishing everyone a Gut Shabbos! 
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