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Dvar Torah 
The Message of Building a Mishkon
Kochos 

“And they shall make an Aron from atzei shittim”

The heilige Ropshitzer cites two 
infinite Hashem is and how seemingly pointless it is to attempt to build Him a sanctuary or 
any type of dwelling place in the form of an earthly, physical structure and yet 
not expect us to do the impossible; rather we ca
each one of us according to what we can do: 

(Bamidbar Rabba 12:3): At that time when 
Mikdosh and I shall dwell in their midst,” Moshe asked, “How can anyone build a 
wherein Your presence can dwell? ‘Behold, the heavens and the highest heavens cannot 
contain You, and surely not this Temple I have built,” (
Yirmiyohu (23:24), ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ and it says 
heavens are My throne and the earth My footstool; what house could you build for Me and 
what place could be My resting place?’” “I do not ask,” said 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)
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CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

Mishkon: Do What You Can for Hashem According to Your 

“And they shall make an Aron from atzei shittim” (25:10) 

Ropshitzer cites two Medroshim from the Medrash Rabba that illustrate how 
is and how seemingly pointless it is to attempt to build Him a sanctuary or 

any type of dwelling place in the form of an earthly, physical structure and yet 
not expect us to do the impossible; rather we can achieve this end based on our own abilities, 
each one of us according to what we can do:  

12:3): At that time when Hashem said, “They shall build for me a 
and I shall dwell in their midst,” Moshe asked, “How can anyone build a 

wherein Your presence can dwell? ‘Behold, the heavens and the highest heavens cannot 
contain You, and surely not this Temple I have built,” (Melochim I 8:27); and it says in 

(23:24), ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ and it says Yeshayohu
heavens are My throne and the earth My footstool; what house could you build for Me and 
what place could be My resting place?’” “I do not ask,” said Hashem, that they do this 

Sowing the Seeds of the Zera Kodesh 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 
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is and how seemingly pointless it is to attempt to build Him a sanctuary or 

any type of dwelling place in the form of an earthly, physical structure and yet Hashem does 
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according to My ability; rather, said Hashem, all I ask for is that each person should do 
according to his abilities…all I ask for are twenty amos on the south side and twenty on the 
north side and eight along the west.” 

(Shemos Rabba 5:9) See how the Heavenly voice [at Mount Sinai] went forth to every 
person, each according to his ability to receive it [individually tailored to his personal level]: 
the elders according to their ability, the young men according to their ability, the children 
according to theirs, the infants according to theirs and the women according to theirs. Even 
Moshe received and heard the voice on his own level, as it says (Shemos 19:19): “Moshe spoke 
and Hashem answered him with a voice” – with a voice that he was able to accept and handle. 
Similarly, it says in Tehilim 29:4, Kol Hashem ba’ko’ach – “The voice of Hashem comes in 
power”. It does not say bekocho – according to Hashem’s power – it says bako’ach, meaning 
according to the abilities of each person on his level and according to his capabilities to 
receive it. 

Having cited the Medrash and demonstrating how Hashem expects from us only what 
we can do for Him according to our kochos, the Ropshitzer cites another Medrash, the 
Tanchuma Teruma, ch. 10, which teaches us that the atzei shittim allude to teshuva [the Medrash 
says: (They are named) Shittim – because just like Bnei Yisrael angered Me by sinning at the 
Golden Calf, these Shittim trees should now come and atone for their Shetusim (their acts of 
foolishness). Another idea is that Shittim is an acronym for sholom, tova, yeshua and mechila 
(peace, good, salvation and atonement)] because Shittim is a word that derives from the word 
for nonsense and foolishness – shetus, and Chazal say (Sota 3a) that a person only commits a 
transgression if a spirit of shetus enters him. The Medrash Tanchuma (Vayakhel ch. 8) also 
teaches that the atzei shittim atone for the sins of licentiousness that took place at Shittim with 
the daughters of Moav (see Bamidbar 25:1). So we see from these Medroshim how the atzei 
shittim atone for sin.  

Now the Ropshitzer says that Shittim has the gematria of the Soton: shin=300, tes=9, 
yud=10, mem=40 = 359; shin=300, tes=9, nun=50 = 359. This teaches us that the atzei shittim 
atone for actions that a person did when under the influence of the Soton who is the same 
angel as the yetzer hora (Bova Basra 16a). We can now see clearly how the atzei shittim allude to 
teshuva. 

Chazal say (Kiddushin 30b) that the Torah is a tavlin (remedy) for the yetzer hora, and the 
best piece of eitza (advice) to overcome it is through Torah study. This is what our pasuk 
means, explains the Ropshitzer: “And they shall make an Aron from atzei shittim” – Atzei 
means an eitza and shittim means shetus – [sins committed while under the influence of a spirit 
of] foolishness and stupidity. Thus, the wood used from the atzei shittim to build the Aron 
alludes to an eitza against the yetzer hora, which influences us to act foolishly and transgress. 
That advice, explains the Ropshitzer, is the Torah, which was placed in the Aron, alluding to 
the idea that the power to break the hold of the Soton, the yetzer hora, whose gematria is 
equivalent to shittim, is through the Torah which was placed in the Aron made of atzei shittim. 
This is why the Aron’s measurements were fractions rather than whole numbers, alluding to 
the power to fracture the power of the yetzer hora through the study of Torah. If a person is 
broken-hearted over his past misdeeds, this too is a form of teshuva and a way to break the 
yetzer, because Hashem does not overlook broken hearts.  
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The primary form of teshuva is through Torah study, as Chazal say (Yalkut Mishlei ch. 
3:935), “If you usually study one page, then study two.” The primary form of Chassidus is also 
Torah study with diligence and hasmoda. Chazal say (Zohar II 114b), “Who is considered a 
Chassid? He who acts with chessed toward his Maker.” Since Hashem and the Torah are one and 
the Torah is called a Toras Chessed (Mishlei 31:26) and we say that Hashem’s chessed is 
continuous (Tehillim 52:3), if you wish to act as a Chassid toward Hashem your Maker, you 
must attach yourself in dveikus to Hashem and His Torah which is chessed – and then you will 
be a Chassid. 

This is how the Zera Kodesh explains our pasuk and the Medroshim cited above: “And 
you shall make an Aron from atzei shittim” – and Hashem does not expect you to do more than 
your own capabilities and efforts, because the Aron alludes to teshuva. A person might say to 
himself, “How can I ever rectify my past misdeeds? How can I ever fix my sins and 
transgressions? There would be no end to the number of fasts and self-flagellations that I 
need to undergo! Hashem therefore said, “I expect of each of you only what you can do on 
your level, just as My voice and Presence at Matan Torah went forth individually to each 
person according to his ability to perceive Me.” 

nn 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Shloma Rabba Min Shemaya 

There is a tradition that the Ohr HaChaim heard a heavenly voice every Shabbos night 
that blessed him and said to him, “Shloma loch – Peace be upon you!” 

(Shivchei Ohr HaChaim, page 6–7) 

n 

Torah Lishma  

Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, mechaber of the Tanya and founder of Chabad, testified that 
the Ohr HaChaim studied Torah purely for its own sake – lishma – and that his Torah study 
formed the twenty-four mystical ornaments for the heavenly bride – (kishutei kalla). 

(Shivchei Ohr HaChaim, page 6–7) 

n 

A Genius Among Geniuses 

Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev writes in his approbation to the Ohr HaChaim’s sefer 
Rishon LeTzion, “Many drank from the living wellsprings – the Be’er Mayim Chaim – of this 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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great luminary, who is a genius among geniuses – gaon sheba’ge’onim, a holy Chassid, 
renowned world over for his greatness and splendor and the boundless shefa of the light of 
his Torah and his fear and awe of Heaven, as is seen from his sefer, the Ohr HaChaim.” 

(Shivchei Ohr HaChaim, page 6–7) 

More stories and praises of Rav Chaim ben Attar can be found below in the Yahrzeit 
section about the Chida, a talmid of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh. 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Daber el Bnei Yisrael – “Speak to Bnei Yisrael, and let them take for Me a teruma, from every 
man whose heart is charitable shall you take My portion – terumosi” (25:2). 

Experts and Rulers 

The Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh has a unique interpretation of our pasuk: he begins by way 
of introduction (see Bova Basra 8b) that normally tzedoka collectors must collect in groups of 
two, because we do not allow individuals to collect money and impose their will on the 
community as rulers in such matters alone. In fact, he cites the opinion of Tosafos and the Ran 
(Rabbeinu Nissim) that even two are insufficient except in matters where the amounts collected 
are fixed, but when estimates need to be made and an appraisal calculated of each person’s 
net worth to fix the amount of the donation, then three collectors must work together to 
arrive at the correct figure. Now the Ohr HaChaim says that the Halocha is (Sanhedrin 5) that an 
individual who is an expert can in fact judge these monetary matters alone, and his rule is 
law. Tosafos there say that he can force anyone to pay a donation and act alone without a need 
for two. They derive this logically: since an expert can judge matters alone when normally 
three judges are required, surely here, in matters of rule of law where normally we require 
just two, he can rule [and calculate and collect tzedoka donations and the teruma]. 

Based on this concept that an expert can rule, calculate and collect by force, the Ohr 
HaChaim reinterprets the word daber to mean “rule” and “control” instead of “speak”. The 
Ohr HaChaim understands from the pasuk that Hashem commanded Moshe to rule over Bnei 
Yisrael as an expert individual, who can rule alone on matters of donation, calculate the net 
worth and ability of individuals and how much they should give and collect from them even 
by force if need be. Daber el Bnei Yisrael – “rule over Bnei Yisrael” – and calculate and collect 
from them on your own, even though appraisal normally requires three and collection two, 
because you, Moshe, are an expert individual and you can take the place of three and, of 
course, two, in matters of collection that require rule of law. This idea, says the Ohr HaChaim, 
is demonstrated in pasuk 36:3, where we see Moshe collecting the donations on his own. 

n 

My Teruma  

“From every man whose heart is charitable shall you take My portion – terumosi” (25:2).  

The Ohr HaChaim continues his novel interpretation, and suggests that this pasuk 
implies that regarding people who have nedivus lev (a charitable heart) that encourages him to 
give, perhaps no appraisal calculations were made. Since we expect that people know how 
much they can afford to give perhaps since they were self-motivated to be charitable, we just 
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accept whatever they bring. Others have an appraisal. Such a donation, points out the Ohr 
HaChaim, is called by Hashem “My teruma – terumosi”, whereas the first half of the pasuk calls 
the donations collected [sometimes by force] simply teruma. 

n 

Terumas HaMishkon  

“From every man” (25:2). 

The Ohr HaChaim points out that this part of our pasuk teaches that we include three 
categories of people whose donations are normally rejected but are accepted for terumas 
haMishkon. These three categories include: orphans, women and overly charitable 
spendthrifts. Normally, we do not take charitable donations from these three types of people 
because of special rules that apply to each category type: In Bova Basra (8a) we learn that 
orphans cannot be forced to give charity except when it gives their family name honor and 
prestige or atones for them. In Bova Kama (119) we learn that women’s donations must be 
minimal except when they are wealthy. Bova Basra (ibid) rules that tzedoka collectors should 
not visit overly charitable spendthrifts, because Taanis 24a tells us that under pressure they 
will give too much and under duress they will force themselves to donate beyond their 
means. When collecting for terumas haMishkon, however, donations were accepted me’es kol ish 
asher yidvenu libo – “from every man whose heart is charitable” – even from these three 
categories, [me]’es – to include women, kol – to include orphans, ish asher yidvenu libo – this 
includes overly charitable spendthrifts. From these three types of people we accept even large 
sums and gifts for terumas haMishkon. 

n 

An Exception to the Rule 

Now the Ohr HaChaim explains why terumas haMishkon is such an outstanding 
exception to all the normal rules of tzedoka, based on the Medroshim of Chazal: Yerushalmi 
Shekalim 1:1 and Medrash Tanchuma teach that the Mishkon atones for the chet ho’egel – the sin 
of the Golden Calf. Furthermore, Chazal explain how it was that Bnei Yisrael had all this 
wealth to build the Mishkon and donate toward its construction, even though they had 
recently been released from slavery and were wandering in the desert. In Shemos Rabba ch. 33, 
Chazal tell us that together with the mon, gems and precious stones rained down. In Medrash 
Tanchuma on Beshallach we are told that the spoils of the Exodus from Egypt were so great 
that even the smallest had something like forty laden donkeys of gold, silver and precious 
stones, and in Medrash Shir HaShirim Rabba, on the words torei zohov, we are told that the 
spoils of the Egyptians at Kerias Yam Suf were even greater than the spoils of Egypt itself! If 
so, we see clearly, says the Ohr HaChaim, that Bnei Yisrael were actually very wealthy people. 
Now we can understand why regarding terumas haMishkon the normal rules of tzedoka did not 
apply and they accepted donations from orphans, women and the overly charitable 
spendthrifts. Orphans’ donations are only accepted when this lends them a good name; here, 
the Mishkon atoned for them and for the chet ho’egel. Normally, we accept only small 
donations from women, but here they were all so wealthy that that rule also did not apply. 
We do not accept the gifts of overly charitable spendthrifts and we don’t send gabbo’im to 
collect from them because normally we worry about pressuring them; again, they were so 
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wealthy that this rule no longer applied. 

Finally, the Ohr HaChaim applies what we learned to teach us a lesson that when 
donating for terumas haMishkon, Bnei Yisrael attached their souls in dveikus to Hashem. This is 
because the soul is also known as teruma (see Yirmiyohu 2:3, where Bnei Yisrael are called 
Reishis, and Reishis also means teruma). By giving the donation of teruma they were actually 
donating their very souls to Hashem, and so His Divine Presence – the Shechina – alighted 
upon them and dwelled among them. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
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_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Adar

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 7th of Adar ~ Begins Mot
� Birthday of Moshe Rabbei

BCE, (Kiddushin 38a);  

Many people stay up all night studying the teachings of Moshe 
Chumash and the Zohar, where he appears as the 

Moshe Rabbeinu was willing to set himse
fellow Jews. Nevertheless, there were times when the Jewish people complained, 
and even sinned. That was why the people did not enter 
Hashem had wanted, and why the generation that came o
in the desert. After the most serious of these confrontations between Moshe and 
Bnei Yisrael, the sin of the Golden Calf, 
destroy the entire Jewish people and I will start a new Jewish nation f
Maybe this time they will be on a higher level.” 

What did Moshe reply? “If you are planning to destroy the Jewish people, then You 
can destroy me first: mecheini na misifrecha
was far from being erased from the 
which his name does not appear at all. But although the name Moshe does not 
appear, his essence does, in that 
Moshe. This Parsha begins with the words, 
command Bnei Yisrael to bring you pure olive oil to kindle the eternal light”. “You” 
here refers to Moshe Rabbeinu

Most leaders are hungry for power, and that is their motivation for becoming 
leaders. Moshe Rabbeinu
leader, as we see from the very beginning of his career, when he tried to refuse to 
accept upon himself the leadership of 
own interests were always secondary and subordinate. The people always came 
first. 

� Rav Shlomo Efraim 
serving as Rosh Yeshiva
known as an inspiring speaker. In addition to 
wrote special selichos to be said in memory of the Jews of Prague who suffered 
horribly during the pogroms of 1611, (5379/1619);

� Rav Avrohom Tzvi Patznovski
� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Taub

Terumah / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS TERUMAH

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Motzai Shabbos (Mar 4th) 
Rabbeinu, 1393 BCE (Sota 12b) and his 

Many people stay up all night studying the teachings of Moshe Rabbeinu
, where he appears as the Mehemmna Rahaina

was willing to set himself completely aside for the sake of his 
fellow Jews. Nevertheless, there were times when the Jewish people complained, 
and even sinned. That was why the people did not enter Eretz Yisrael right away, as 

had wanted, and why the generation that came out of Egypt passed away 
in the desert. After the most serious of these confrontations between Moshe and 

Yisrael, the sin of the Golden Calf, Hashem said to Moshe 
destroy the entire Jewish people and I will start a new Jewish nation f
Maybe this time they will be on a higher level.”  

What did Moshe reply? “If you are planning to destroy the Jewish people, then You 
mecheini na misifrecha — “Erase me from Your Book.” Moshe 

was far from being erased from the Torah, but there is one Parsha
which his name does not appear at all. But although the name Moshe does not 
appear, his essence does, in that Hashem speaks the first words of the 

begins with the words, Ve’ata tetzaveh —
Yisrael to bring you pure olive oil to kindle the eternal light”. “You” 

Rabbeinu and the Shechina together. 

Most leaders are hungry for power, and that is their motivation for becoming 
Rabbeinu, by way of contrast, was a leader who did not want to be a 

leader, as we see from the very beginning of his career, when he tried to refuse to 
accept upon himself the leadership of Bnei Yisrael. Once he became a leader, his 

ays secondary and subordinate. The people always came 

 of Lunshitz, mechaber of Kli Yokor (1550
Yeshiva in Lemberg, he became the Rav of Prague. He was well 

known as an inspiring speaker. In addition to Kli Yokor, Rav Shlomo Efraim also 
to be said in memory of the Jews of Prague who suffered 

horribly during the pogroms of 1611, (5379/1619); 
Rav Avrohom Tzvi Patznovski of Piotrokov, (5579/1819); 
Rav Yitzchok Isaac Taub of Kaliv, founder of Kaliver Chassidus

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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www.anshe.org 

12b) and his yahrzeit in 1273 

Rabbeinu from the 
Mehemmna Rahaina. 

lf completely aside for the sake of his 
fellow Jews. Nevertheless, there were times when the Jewish people complained, 

Yisrael right away, as 
ut of Egypt passed away 

in the desert. After the most serious of these confrontations between Moshe and 
said to Moshe Rabbeinu, “I will 

destroy the entire Jewish people and I will start a new Jewish nation from you. 

What did Moshe reply? “If you are planning to destroy the Jewish people, then You 
“Erase me from Your Book.” Moshe 

Parsha – Tetzaveh – in 
which his name does not appear at all. But although the name Moshe does not 

speaks the first words of the Parsha to 
— “And you shall 

Yisrael to bring you pure olive oil to kindle the eternal light”. “You” 

Most leaders are hungry for power, and that is their motivation for becoming 
, by way of contrast, was a leader who did not want to be a 

leader, as we see from the very beginning of his career, when he tried to refuse to 
Yisrael. Once he became a leader, his 

ays secondary and subordinate. The people always came 

(1550–1619). After 
of Prague. He was well 

, Rav Shlomo Efraim also 
to be said in memory of the Jews of Prague who suffered 

Chassidus in Hungary 
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(1744 (or 1751)–1821), born to Rav Yechezkel, in Szerencs, Hungary. According to 
stories of Hungarian Chassidim, Rav Leib Sora’s received permission from the boy’s 
widowed mother to raise him and took him directly to Rebbe Reb Shmelke of 
Nikolsburg. Rav Yitzchok Isaac also learned Chassidus from Rav Elimelech of 
Lizhensk. After his marriage to Feige, Rav Yitzchok Isaac’s wife remained in her 
hometown of Tertzel while Rav Yitzchok Isaac stayed away from home for many 
years. His wife’s financial needs were supplied by a wealthy Kaliv Jew, Yaakov 
Fisch. In gratitude, Rav Yitzchok Isaac blessed Yaakov with good health and he 
lived for over a hundred years. When Rav Yitzchok Isaac returned home in 1781, the 
Jews of Szabolcs County appointed him as their leader, and he moved to Nagykálló, 
or Kaliv, as it is known to Jews. For the next forty years, Rav Yitzchok Isaac 
pioneered the spread of Chassidus throughout Hungary from Kaliv, and he is 
regarded as the first Admor to take up permanent residence in Hungary. Rav 
Yitzchok Isaac is remembered as “the sweet singer of Yisrael” and is famed for his 
niggunim, (5581/1821 – Adar II); 

� Rav Elimelech Menachem Mendel Landau of Zabeirtze (1859-1936), born 
Menachem Mendel (Elimelech was added a year before his petira) to Rav Dov 
Berish Landau of Strikov and Biala. After the petira of Rav Yitzchok of Vorka in 
1848, the majority of Vorka Chassidim chose to follow Rav Menachem Mendel’s 
father, Rav Dov Berish. After his petira in 1876, none of the sons was willing to 
accept leadership, so the Chassidim followed Rav Dov Berish’s primary talmid, Rav 
Yechiel of Alexander. Rav Menachem Mendel and his brothers moved to Alexander 
in order to follow Rav Yechiel, and, after his petira in 1894, his son, the Yismach 
Yisrael. When the Yismach Yisrael died childless in 1910, Rav Menachem Mendel’s 
brother, Rav Aharon Tzvi, founded a court. Only when he was niftar, did Rav 
Menachem Mendel accept leadership of the Chassidim and set up court in Strikov. 
After World War I, he settled in the town of Zhgierzh, adjacent to Lodz, and 
founded Yeshiva Bais Aharon, named after his brother. When he visited Eretz 
Yisrael, he founded Yeshiva Zechusa DeAvrohom. His Divrei Torah were printed in 
Maggid Devorov L’Yaakov and in Bayeshishim Chochma. His son, Rav Yaakov 
Yitzchok Don, succeeded him and was murdered by the Nazis (4th of Cheshvan 
1943). His son, Rav Avrohom, survived the war and reestablished Strikover 
Chassidus in Eretz Yisrael, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Tzvi Kinstlicher, mechaber of Sheilos U’Teshuvos Be’er Tzvi, (5725/1965); 
� Rav Chaim Yaakov Goldvicht, founder and Rosh Yeshiva, Kerem B’Yavne. 

Born in Yerushalayim, he attended Yeshiva Eitz Chaim under Rav Isser Zalman 
Meltzer. Thereafter, he learned under the guidance of Rav Zev Soloveitchik, the 
Brisker Rav. After marrying his wife, Miriam, he moved to Bnei Brak where he 
studied under the Chazon Ish and was also close to Rav Yitzchok Sher, (5755/1995). 

� 8th of Adar ~ Begins Sunday Night (Mar 5th) 
� Rav Eliyohu ben Avrohom Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izhmir, Turkey, 

mechaber of Shevet Mussar, (5489/1729 – Adar II); 
� Rav Shmuel Dovid Ungar of Nitra, a descendant of Don Yitzchok Abarbanel, 

(5705/1945); 
� Rav Gershon of Lotzk, a talmid of the Mezritcher Maggid, (5548/1788); 
� Rav Aryeh Leib Hanover (1715–1789). Son of the Pnei Yehoshua, he married the 
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daughter of Rav Yechiel Michel Halperin, Rav of Berzhan. After posts at Skohl and 
Sevirz, he was asked to serve as Rav at Hanover at the age of forty-one. He was a 
fierce opponent of the supporters of Shabbetai Tzvi. His chiddushei Torah are 
printed in the sefer Pnei Aryeh on Maseches Bova Kamma, (5549/1789); 

� Rav Yosef Yedid, mechaber of Yemei Yosef, (5690/1930); 
� Rav Avrohom Noach Paley of Shklov-Yerushalayim, (5692/1932); 
� Rav Moshe Aharon Stern (1926–1998). Born in New York, he was a grandson of 

the famed Tzaddik, Rav Yaakov Yosef Herman (subject of the book All for the 
Boss). In his youth, Rav Moshe Aharon studied at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. At age 
eighteen, he traveled to Eretz Yisrael and enrolled in the Kamenitz Yeshiva, where 
he remained for the rest of his life, serving as Mashgiach for the last twenty years of 
his life, (5758/1998); 

Some historical events from the 8th of Adar. (These are not coincidental, but rather 
occur on a specific day as they relate to the energy of that day.) 

• The Jews of Barbados were granted permission to take an oath on the “Old 

Testament”, 5434/1674. This was a first for the New World. 151 years later, in 

5585/1825, also on the 8th of Adar, the Jews of Maryland were allowed to take a 

non-Christian oath. A declaration of belief in S’char v’Onesh in Olam Haba was 

part of their oath; 

• Yeshiva Eitz Chaim, the first elementary school with secular studies in the U.S., was 

established in 5646/1886; 

• Deportation of the Jews from Thrace, 5703/1943. 

� 9th of Adar ~ Begins Monday Night (Mar 6th) 
� Rav Mordechai Meisels, the parnes of Prague, a great Jewish philanthropist 

who saved many Jewish lives in pogroms, (5361/1601 – Adar II); 
� Rav Shlomo Zalman of Volozhin, brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin, (5516–

5548/1756–1788); 
� Rav Menachem Mendel Stern (1759–1834). He was a talmid of Rav Yaakov 

Lorberbaum of Lissa (mechaber of Nesivos Hamishpot, Chavas Da’as, and Derech 
Chaim). He succeeded Rav Yehuda HaKohen Heller (mechaber of Kuntres 
HaSefeikos and brother of the Ketzos HaChoshen) as Rav of Sighet, Hungary. Rav 
Stern was a Chassid of Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov and of Rav Mendel of Kossov. 
Among his works is Derech Emuna, (5594/1834 – Adar II); 

� Rav Aharon Menachem Mendel of Radzimin, (5694/1934); 
� Rav Yechiel Schlesinger, Rav and posek for Kehal Adas Yeshurun. In his youth, 

he learned in Slobodka and Mir Yeshivos. After his marriage in 1930, he set off for 
Ponevezh, Lithuania. During his time in Ponevezh, Rav Yechiel Michel also trained 
to become a Dayan, doing shimush in the Bais Din of the Ponevezher Rav. He was 
called to serve as a Dayan on the Frankfurt Bais Din, and as the head of Rav 
Breuer’s Yeshiva there. In 1938, he decided that life as a Jew in Germany was 
becoming intolerable. Although he was offered the prestigious position of Rosh 
Yeshiva of Torah Vodaas Yeshiva in New York, he preferred to move to Eretz 
Yisrael. Once he reached Yerushalayim, a few days after Pesach (1939), he founded 
Kol Torah Yeshiva, setting a clear Torah path for German Jewry, (5709/1949); 
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� Rav Chaim Efraim Zeitchek, Mashgiach of Novardok, Yerushalayim, and Rosh 
Yeshiva Ohr Chodosh, (5749/1989). 

� 10th of Adar ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Mar 7th) 
� Rav Pinchas of Voldova, mechaber of Bris Shalom, (5423/1663); 
� Rav Yosef Boruch HaLevi Epstein, the Gutte Yid of Neustadt, son of the Ma’or 

VaShemesh, (5627/1867); 
� Rav Alexander Moshe Lapidus (1819–1906). A talmid of Rav Yisrael Salanter, 

he authored Divrei Emes, (5666/1906); 
� Rav Sholom Goldstein (1923–1984). Born in 1923 in Romania to Rav Yechezkel 

Shraga Goldstein, a Deizher Chassid and a descendant of Rav Yaakov Koppel 
Chossid. Rav Yechezkel Goldstein immigrated to the U.S. and settled in 
Williamsburg when his son was eight. The youth was a popular activist of Zeirei 
Agudas Yisrael, who did kiruv work with children from less religious homes. In 
1944, Sholom married Lea Necha Scheiner of Pittsburgh, and a year later he moved 
to Detroit in 1945, where he remained to build Torah for the following forty years, 
(5744/1984); 

� 11th of Adar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Mar 8th) 
� Rav Gershon Ashkenazi (1625–1693). Born to Rav Yitzchok Ashkenazi in Holtz, 

Germany, he left home to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav Yoel Sirkes, the Bach, in 
Cracow, Poland. He was also a close talmid of Rav Yehoshua, the Maginei Shlomo. 
Rav Gershon lost his first wife in 1649, and subsequently married the daughter of 
Rav Menachem Mendel Kruchmal, the Tzemach Tzedek. But she too was niftar 
young, in 1654. His third wife, Rebbetzin Raizel, was zocheh to arichus yomim, 
outliving her husband by thirty years. Rav Gershon served as Dayan in Cracow, and 
in 1650 served the kehilla of Prussnitz, Moravia. With the petira of his father-in-
law, the Tzemach Tzedek, in 1661, he became Rav of Nikolsburg and a year later of 
the entire province of Moravia. He served as chief Rav of Austria until the expulsion 
of 1670. At that point, he became Rav of Metz, Germany, where he remained until 
his petira. He is the mechaber of Avodas HaGershuni, which deals with a wide 
range of halochos. Much of what we know about the Chmielnicki massacres is based 
on this work. A prolific writer, he also composed Tiferes HaGershuni, comprising 
his deroshos on the Torah, and Chiddushei HaGershuni on halocha, [Hamodia 
says 10th of Adar] (5453/1693 – Adar II); 

� Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, (the Chida), (1724–1806). Arguably the 
Sefardic equivalent to the Vilna Gaon, the Chida was born in Yerushalayim. At the 
age of eighteen, he learned under Rav Chaim ben Atar (the Ohr HaChaim). His 
works include a collection of responsa known as Yosef Ometz, the Shem HaGedolim 
(a biographical work on 1,300 authors and 1,200 writings, dating back to the 
Ge’onim), and many others. He passed away in Livorno (Leghorn), Italy, 
(5566/1806); 

� Rav Eliezer Lipman, father of Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk and Rebbe Reb 
Zusha of Annipoli, (date of petira unknown); 

� Rav Mordechai Posner, Rav of Ursha and brother of Rav Shneur Zalman of 
Liadi, (5583/1823); 

� Rav Shmuel Strashun (Shtrasen/Shtershun; Shtrasson), the Rashash of Vilna 
(1794–1872). He was a Rav and a very wealthy banker in Vilna; he also 
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administrated a free loan fund. His commentary on virtually the entire Talmud is 
printed in most editions of the Talmud, (12th of Adar, per Yated 2006; 13th of Adar 
1885 per Yated 2008), (5632/1872 – Adar II); 

� Rav Avrohom Borenstein (Bornsztain) of Sochatchov (Sochaczew, near 
Warsaw), (1839–1910), mechaber of Avnei Nezer (seven volumes of responsa) and 
Eglei Tal (encyclopedia of the laws of Shabbos). He was born in Bendin to Rav 
Ze’ev Nachum, mechaber of the Agudas Eizov, a descendant of the Rema and the 
Shach, and the Rav of Elkush and Biala. In 1853, he married Sora Tzina, one of the 
two daughters of the Kotzker Rebbe; the Rebbe was his daily chavrusa for almost 
seven years. After the petira of his father-in-law in 1859, Rav Avrohom accepted the 
Chiddushei HaRim of Ger as his Rebbe. After the petira of the Chiddushei HaRim 
in 1866, he accepted Rav Chanoch Heinich HaKohen of Alexander as his new 
Rebbe. In 1883, he became Rav of Sochatchov. His lectures in the Yeshiva lasted six 
to eight hours, often starting at midnight and continuing until morning, except for a 
fifteen-minute break when he napped. Rav Borenstein is frequently quoted in his 
son’s classic work, Shem MiShmuel, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Yosef Rosen of Dvinsk, the Gaon of Rogatchov, mechaber of Tzofnas 
Pane’ach (1858–1936). His father, Rav Fishel Rosen, was a leader of the Jewish 
community of Rogatchov in general, and of the Lubavitcher Chassidim in 
particular. When he was bar mitzva, his father brought Rav Yosef to the Rav of 
Slutzk, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, the Bais HaLevi. Together with Rav Chaim 
(Rav Yosef Dov’s son), Rav Yosef learned with the Bais HaLevi for an entire year. 
He then learned with Rav Yehushua Diskin in Shklov. When he was eighteen, he 
married the daughter of Rav Moshe Garfinkel, a Gerrer Chassid in Warsaw, who 
supported the couple for eight years. In 1891, he took the position of Rav in Dvinsk, 
a position he kept until his petira, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Shmuel Brudny, Rosh Yeshivas Mir (1915–1981), born in Smorgon, 
Lithuania, between Oshmina and Vilna. At fourteen years of age, he entered the 
Rameilles Yeshiva in Vilna under Rav Shlomo Heiman. Three years later, he 
entered the Mirrer Yeshiva under Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel. Whereas his parents 
and siblings were murdered by the Nazis, he escaped to Shanghai. After the Yeshiva 
relocated to New York, he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva, (5741/1981); 

� Rav Yehoshua Moshe Orenstein, mechaber of Yam HaTalmud, (5584/1824). 

� 12th of Adar ~ Begins Thursday Night (Mar 9th) 
� Rav Moshe Pardo, founder of Or HaChaim Seminary in Bnei Brak; 
� Rav Pinchas Hager of Borsha (1869–1941). He was raised not only by his father, 

the Imrei Boruch of Vizhnitz, but also by his grandfather, Rav Menachem Mendel, 
the Tzemach Tzaddik of Vizhnitz. When he was only eighteen, Rav Pinchas was 
thrust into the position of a Rebbe in Borsha, a town on the Vishiva River at the foot 
of the Carpathians. Borsha was one of the 160 Jewish communities of the 
approximately 500-square kilometer Maramures (Marmerosh) district of 
northwestern Romania. After the outbreak of the First World War, the Rebbe fled to 
Budapest, and then to Vishiva and Sighet after the war. In 1926, his son, Rav Alter 
Menachem Mendel, succeeded him as Rebbe in Borsha. He and his two brothers 
perished in the Holocaust, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Yosef Adler, the Turda Rav. Turda is a city with a history of over two 
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thousand years. It is famous for its salt mine (Salina Turda), whose origins date 
back to the Roman times. In June 1942, following impressive German victories in 
Russia and following the Romanian army’s advance in the Caucasus, Prime 
Minister Ion Antonescu agreed to implement the “Final Solution” with regard to 
Romanian Jews. The first transports were to depart from southern Transylvania, 
from the districts of Arad, Timisoara and Turda, (5737/1977); 

� Rav Chaim Dovid HaLevi (1924–1998). Sefardic chief Rav of Tel Aviv for the 
last twenty-five years of his life, he was known to many as the mechaber of the 
multi-volume responsa Aseh Lecha Rav, on many contemporary halachic and 
hashkafic issues, and a six-volume halachic work entitled Mekor Chaim, 
(5758/1998). 

� 13th of Adar ~ Begins Friday Night (Mar 10th) 
� Rav Yochonon Sofer, Erlau Rebbe, (5776/2016 – Adar I); 
� Rav Yehuda HeChassid, mechaber of Sefer Chassidim (1150–1217). His father, 

Rav Shmuel (1120–1175), led a famous Yeshiva in Speyer, and served as Rav 
Yehuda’s Rebbe. (Yated 2007 says 8th of Adar), (4977/1217); 

� Rav Moshe Langner, the fifth Strettiner Rebbe, born to Rav Yehuda Hirsch, 
Rebbe in the town of Strettin. In 1921, he moved the family from Galicia to Toronto, 
(5719/1959 – Adar II); 

� Rav Moshe Feinstein (1895–1986). Born in Uzda (near Minsk), Belorussia, he 
was the son of Rav Dovid Feinstein, who was a grandchild of the Be’er HaGola. His 
mother was Feige Gittel, daughter of Rav Yechiel, Rav of Kopolia. He joined the 
Yeshiva of Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer in Slutzk at the age of twelve. At the age of 
sixteen, Rav Moshe completed Shas and Shulchon Aruch. He was Rav of Lyuban 
from 1921 to 1936. He escaped the Stalinist regime in 1936 and settled in New York 
as Rosh Yeshiva of Tiferes Yerushalayim. He authored Igros Moshe, Dorash Moshe 
and Dibros Moshe, (5746/1986 – Adar II). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
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daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yitzchok Isaac Taub of KalivRav Yitzchok Isaac Taub of KalivRav Yitzchok Isaac Taub of KalivRav Yitzchok Isaac Taub of Kaliv, , , , 7777
thththth
    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar    

Shabbos had ended. Silver stars 
twinkled in the black sky. The Chassidim 
had all returned to their homes, and their 
Rebbe, Rav Leib Sora’s, had also left his 
shul to conduct the Havdola ritual marking 
the end of the Shabbos, for his family. 

Shortly after, he returned to the 
shul. Agitated, he paced back and forth, 
muttering “Oy, Oy,” over and over again. 
Suddenly he stood still, and then a tremor 
passed through his body. “Whatever 
happens,” Rav Leib said with finality, “I 
must do something.” 

Stepping outside, he summoned his 
coachman. In a short time they were off. 
The Tzaddik whispered something in the 
coachman’s ear, and then switched places 
with him, taking over the reins while the 
coachman went to sleep inside the carriage. 
When the coachman woke, the sun had 
already risen on Sunday morning, and he 
was amazed to discover that they had 
actually crossed the border and were deep 
into Hungary. He could barely believe the 
evidence of his eyes. 

Little Isaac was only ten years old, 
but was already the man of the house. His 
father, Yosseleh, had recently passed away, 
and his mother, Reizel, desperately needed 
him to help support the family. She took 
whatever work was available to her, while 
little Isaac took care of their tiny flock of 
geese. 

Actually, Isaac liked his job. Every 

morning he rose early to daven in shul and 
say kaddish for his father. He would then 
lead the geese to one of the fields outside 
the town. He loved the quiet and 
peacefulness there. After carefully counting 
his meager charges, he would sit against 
the trunk of a tree and enjoy the cool shade 
under its big, leafy branches. 

Many thoughts would race through 
his little head, some joyous, some sad. In 
those moments when his young soul was 
bursting with a variety of different feelings, 
he would open his knapsack and seek the 
soothing comfort provided by his beloved 
flute. Quickly he would extract from it a 
medley of folk tunes, passed down from 
generation to generation in the Hungarian 
countryside, which he had picked up from 
the other shepherds in the fields. Of his 
whole repertoire, he liked best the song 
whose words went: 

Forest, forest, how vast you are, 

Rose, oh rose, how far you are! 

If the forest were but smaller, 

Then the rose would be closer. 

If you would take me from this 
forest, 

Then we could be, the two of us, 
together. 

Whenever he played the notes of this 
tune, he would close his eyes and allow the 
lyrics and the music to carry him off to a 
world of distant, pleasurable visions. 
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Little Isaac was startled in the midst 
of his song by the regal bearing of the 
bearded Jew who appeared suddenly from 
behind him. “What are you doing here, 
little boy?” the man asked gently. “Helping 
my mother by tending to our geese,” Isaac 
answered. “But what about learning Torah 
in school like the other boys?” the man 
continued. 

Isaac looked away. “Not so long ago, 
I still went to cheder. And I was doing 
pretty well too. But ever since my father 
passed away, I’ve had to help my mother 
support our family.” 

Rav Leib Sora’s immediately went to 
visit the poor widow, Reizel. After 
introducing himself, he asked her for 
permission to take her Isaac away with 
him. “Know that your son has a very lofty 
soul,” he explained, “and he can become 
very great. But for that he must be brought 
up in the right way, and that means he has 
to study Torah intensively.” He promised 
her a monthly stipend to more than make 
up for any loss of income that the boy’s 
departure would entail. 

It took a lot of entreating, but finally 
Isaac’s mother agreed. Rav Leib Sora’s took 
little Isaac to Nikolsburg, to the Yeshiva of 
the great rabbinical authority and 
Chassidic Rebbe, Reb Shmelke, a friend of 
Rav Leib Sora’s, and one of the inner circle 
of talmidim of the Maggid of Mezritch. He 
said to him, “I have brought you a special 
soul from the Chamber of Melody. I hope 
you will help it to realize its full potential in 
this world.” 

The boy remained in the Yeshiva for 
many years, thrived and grew great in 
Torah and Chassidus. 

Years later, when throngs of 
Chassidim would crowd into the shul of the 

great Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Isaac of Kaliv, he 
would sometimes relate to them the long 
path of his development from a goose-
tending childhood to the present. He would 
also tell them about his favorite tune when 
he played the shepherd’s flute: the Ballad of 
the Forest and the Rose. 

On these occasions, he always 
mentioned his great debt to the Tzaddik, 
Rav Leib Sora’s, who went to such trouble 
to “discover” him and to redeem the holy 
melody that had been languishing in 
captivity for centuries. 

“Now, however,” he would always 
conclude, “the words are a little different.” 
The Chassidim would listen intently, for 
the Rebbe’s musical talents were well 
known. 

Golus, Golus, how vast you are… 

Shechina, Shechina, how far you 
are… 

If only the Exile were shorter, 

Then Your Presence could be 
closer. 

If You would take us from this 
Exile, 

Then we could be, the two of us, 
together… 

This song is still sung by Kaliver 
Chassidim, in Hungarian, until this very 
day. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1332/jewish/Th
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is produced by Chabad.org, and is copyrighted by the author 
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Rav Eliyohu Ben Avrohom Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izhmir, TurkeyRav Eliyohu Ben Avrohom Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izhmir, TurkeyRav Eliyohu Ben Avrohom Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izhmir, TurkeyRav Eliyohu Ben Avrohom Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izhmir, Turkey, , , , 8888
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Mechaber of Shevet Mussar 

Girded With a Serpent Belt 

Rav Chaim Palagi told how once the 
mechaber of Shevet Mussar woke early one 
morning and rose to study Torah. When he 
put on his belt, he did not notice that he 
had in fact accidentally lifted a live, long 
serpent from the floor and tied it around 
his own waist! It was dark and he could not 
see, and so he simply tied the snake like a 
belt. In this manner, the Tzaddik sat 
himself down and studied Torah. As he sat 
shuckling back and forth in motion to the 

singsong words of learning, the knot 
became slowly undone and the snake 
unwound itself and slithered off, 
miraculously, not biting the Tzaddik. To 
commemorate this miracle, Rav Eliyohu 
authored the sefer Ezor Eliyohu – “The belt 
of Eliyohu”. From his holy works of Torah 
we can see that this story is not farfetched 
for someone of such stature, may his merit 
shield us! (Tenufa Chaim, by Rav Chaim 
Palagi, Shoftim 15) 
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Ra”m in Ohr Chodosh, Mechaber of HaMeoros HaGedolim 

A Siberian Gemora 

Rav Zeitchik was Rosh Yeshiva in 
Buczacz when he was drafted into 
conscription in the Russian army. 
Eventually he was taken to Siberia, where 
half a kilo of bread and water from the 
distant, icy ravines were his only means of 
sustenance and nourishment, since all local 
water was poisoned and unfit to drink. The 
people, including himself, were unkempt 
and dressed in rags and tatters, sick, 
exhausted and in despair. 

One day, Rav Chaim volunteered to 
draw the water from the far-off well, a 
distance of over three kilometers of frozen 
Siberian wasteland. His reason was that he 
had discovered somehow that a Jew lived 
in that area. Secretly, he hid the buckets 
and made his way, sneaking from tree to 
tree, from grove to grove, until he reached 
this Jewish family. He edged closer to the 
house and indeed discerned a mezuza on 
the doorpost. When the lady of the house 
answered his feeble knocking and saw a 
man dressed in rags, she was fearful of him 
as an escapee from the Siberian camps, but 
she was compassionate and offered him a 
treasure: a slice of bread! She was amazed 

when he shook his head. No, he didn’t want 
the bread. “I am a Jew. I don’t want your 
bread. Please, do you have a sefer?”  

She called her husband. “I am so 
sorry,” the husband told Rav Zeitchik. “I 
am not a Rav – I only own one single sefer 
and I am not willing to part with it – it is a 
Gemora.”  

“Please,” begged Rav Zeitchik and 
began to cry. “Please have mercy on me!” 
he sobbed. “At least give me just one daf! 
Don’t leave me like this!”  

And so the ba’al habayis tore the 
Gemora in half. It was an edition of 
Nedorim and Nozir, and Rav Zeitchik got 
Maseches Nedorim. There was no one 
happier in the world at that moment! 

The disinterested guards and 
workmen paid no heed to the safety of the 
working conditions; they did not value the 
lives of their charges much at all. And so 
one day as he was working, chopping and 
sawing wood, a heavy branch fell on Rav 
Chaim’s head and injured him. He fell to 
the ground, bleeding from the wound. His 
fellows gathered him up and were about to 
transport him to the local hospital for 
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medical attention, when he stopped them. 
Before they took him any further, he 
directed them to make a stop on the way to 
the grove where he had hidden his secret 

treasure that he refused to leave behind – 
his torn portion of Maseches Nedorim, so 
that he could take it with him to the 
hospital! (Hirhurei Teshuva, Maamar 27) 
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The Gutte Yid of Neustadt 
The Sanzer Rav once made a siyum 

upon completing the entire Shas. One of 
the guests who joined him for the siyum 
was the son of the holy Ma’or VaShemesh, 
who was known as the “Gutte Yid of 
Neustadt”. This hidden Tzaddik tried to 
conceal his greatness. He was not known as 
a great scholar, but was often seen reciting 
Tehillim, much like the simple 
townspeople.  

During the siyum, he told the Sanzer 
Rav that he too was celebrating a siyum, 
because he had completed the entire 
Tehillim. The Sanzer Rav replied, “Would 
you like to make an exchange? I will give 
you all the merit I earned from studying the 
entire Shas, and you will give me the merit 
of your Tehillim.” The Gutte Yid refused 
the offer, and it stayed at that. 
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The Chida    

A New Yeshiva and a New Talmid of 
the Ohr HaChaim 

When the Tzaddik Rav Chaim ben 
Attar came to live in Eretz Yisrael, his main 
focus was to establish a holy lofty Yeshiva 
and Bais Medrash, whose purpose was to 
study Torah lishma on the highest level. Its 
students would sit all day immersed in 
their studies, never uttering any mundane 
words, wrapped in tallis, crowned in tefillin 
and unifying the Shechina as they studied 
Gemora and Rambam, delving into the 
depths of the Talmud, swimming in its seas 
and immersing in the words of dvar 
Hashem zu Halocha. As he himself 
testified in a letter written on the 22nd of 
Shevat tov-kuf-bais to the financial 
supporters of the Yeshiva in Mantuba, 
Italy, he named the Bais Medrash “Heichal 
Ahava – Medrash Kenesses Yisrael – the 
Chamber of Love”, to awaken Hashem’s 
love for Kenesses Yisrael (Kenesses Yisrael 
alludes to the Shechina). From the 
Diaspora, Rav Chaim ben Attar brought 

with him talmidim, and gained new ones in 
Yerushalayim – among whom was the great 
Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai – the Chida. 
(Ner HaMaaravi, ch. 24 p. 227) 

 

The Chida’s Testimony on the Ohr 
HaChaim’s Preparation for Kiddush 

Once, when the Chida was on one of 
his travels in the lands of Ashkenaz, one of 
the Admorim asked him to relate a story 
that described his Rebbe’s holy avoda in 
nigla and in nistar, and here is one of the 
tales he told: 

The Ohr HaChaim had a special 
minhag to prepare himself to make 
Kiddush on Shabbos. Every Erev Shabbos 
he would sit and study and review with his 
talmidim the laws of testimony and 
witnesses – Hilchos Eidus in the Rambam. 
They would especially review the laws 
dealing with what things disqualified a 
witness and rendered him posul – unfit to 
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give testimony. They studied this in order 
to do full teshuva [over any of these 
disqualifications.] Not only did the Ohr 
HaChaim do this as a preparation before 
making Kiddush, but when he picked up 
the Kiddush cup to recite the berocha over 
it, he would be aflame with such excitement 
and thoughts of teshuva and kedusha that 
all those present were also seized with 
pangs of regret and remorse so great that 
they would beg and plead that they too 
should merit to be eidim kesherim (proper 
witnesses) to testify to the Creation of the 
world in six days! (By Rav Yitzchok Alfaya 
in Kuntres HaYachieli Section Bais 
Hashem Chapter Middos Tovos #18) 

 

The Ohr HaChaim’s Berocha That He 
Should be Like Aharon HaKohen 

Rav Yekusiel Yehuda of Sanz-
Klausenberg told the following story one 
Sholosh Seudos [see Shefa Chaim on 
Parshas Naso tov-shin-mem-daled] (also 
found in the kuntres Tav Chaim as a 
prelude to certain editions of the Chida’s 
sefer Shem HaGedolim): 

Although the Chida was counted 
among the younger of the Ohr HaChaim’s 
talmidim, still Rav Chaim ben Attar greatly 
admired him, drew him close and bestowed 
upon the Chida a special and unique 
berocha that from Heaven the Chida 
should be sanctified with the kedusha of 
Aharon HaKohen! 

At first the Chida misconstrued his 
Rebbe’s meaning and thought he had been 
blessed with the ability to give berochos to 
Am Yisrael be’ahava just as Aharon and the 
Kohanim bless the Jewish people. 
However, decades later, the true meaning 
of this special berocha was revealed in the 
following amazing manner: 

In his old age, the Chida ended up in 
Leghorn, Italy, which the Jews know as 
Livorno. He had refused the position of 
Rav again and again, although the various 

communities’ elders and leaders tried to 
have him take up the post. Instead, the 
Chida preferred to sit and learn Torah 
uninterrupted except for a four-year stint 
when he took up the post of Rav while he 
was in Egypt. Nonetheless, although he 
held no official title or position, all the Jews 
knew of his greatness and accorded him the 
honor and respect due to a sage and 
Talmid Chochom, one of the Gedolim of 
the generation. 

One day, a community leader came 
before the Chida and complained to him 
that his wife had been seen alone in the 
company of another man. “If this is so,” 
said the Chida, “you must divorce her, give 
her a get and she loses any rights to collect 
her kesuba.”  

The Dayonim heard his decision and 
were baffled; how could he decide such a 
matter without any testimony or evidence? 
But they dared not contradict his ruling. 
The Chida asked that the wife be 
summoned to the place in the Bais 
Medrash where he sat and studied, 
immersed in Torah. The Chida tried to 
persuade her gently and kindly to accept a 
get of divorce from her husband, but the 
woman was brazen and arrogant. She 
answered the Rav back with chutzpa and 
as she spat back her arguments to the Rav, 
the Chida remembered the berocha he had 
received from the Ohr HaChaim, his 
Rebbe, all those years ago.  

Turning to the insulting woman, the 
Chida asked, “Please, I have just one 
request. Listen as I read aloud to you a 
portion from the Parsha in the Torah.”  

The arrogant woman acquiesced to 
this one request and stood still as the Chida 
took out a Torah and began to recite the 
Parsha of Naso where the Torah describes 
the sota. As the Chida read the pesukim the 
woman began to leave in the middle – but 
she did not escape in time, for just as she 
reached the stairs, the Chida concluded 
reading the Parsha of the sota, and no 
sooner did he finish the last words than she 
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stopped with her foot resting on the step, 
while her face contorted and her eyes 
bulged out of their sockets. With a shriek 
she collapsed and dropped dead. Hearing 
her outcry, many people rushed to the 
scene as she breathed her last, and 
witnessed this miraculous event. 

 

What Delayed the Ohr HaChaim 
From His Shiur in Yeshiva  

Rav Chaim Yosef Arye Prager of 
Brisk writes how the Chida once met the 
Gaon Rav Dovid Ashkenazi of Bichov, who 
lived in Teverya and was sent by Rav 
Avrohom Kalisker to collect funds for the 
nascent and struggling Chassidishe yishuv 
there. Rav Dovid traveled in the west for 
some seven years collecting, and on one of 
his travels he met the Chida in Livorno. 
During their discussion about how greatly 
esteemed his Rebbe, the Ohr HaChaim, 
was among the Chassidim, the Chida 
replied humbly that he did not consider 
himself worthy of being called a true talmid 
who knew the Ohr HaChaim, claiming that 
he was just someone who had studied there 
in his Yeshiva. He then related to Rav 
Dovid the following amazing story about 
his Rebbe, Rav Chaim ben Attar, the Ohr 
HaChaim: 

Once, the Ohr HaChaim was late to 
arrive at the Yeshiva. This was 
uncharacteristic of him and all the 
talmidim who had gathered at the 
appointed time for his shiur wondered at 
this departure from custom. When the hour 
grew late and the delay continued, the 
Chida gathered his courage and himself 
went to his Rebbe’s home to see what the 

delay was about and to call on the Ohr 
HaChaim. When he got there, he engaged 
Rav Chaim in conversation and the Ohr 
HaChaim told the Chida in a totally 
nonchalant and dismissive manner as part 
of the conversation, “I was late because I 
was stuck on a difficult Tosafos which I 
simply couldn’t unravel or understand at 
all until…Rabbeinu Yitzchok, one of the 
Ba’alei Tosafos, came and explained to me 
what he meant.” 

 

It Was Only L’shem Shomayim 

The Ohr HaChaim used to make 
frequent trips with his talmidim to daven 
at kivrei Tzaddikim in Yerushalayim. The 
Chida described one such trip that he 
himself went on and accompanied the Ohr 
HaChaim and what he saw the Ohr 
HaChaim do on that occasion: 

“In my youth I merited to travel 
together with the wondrous holy Chassid, 
our Master, Rav Chaim ben Attar and the 
students of his Yeshiva, to travel to daven 
at the kivrei Tzaddikim in Yerushalayim. 
When we reached the matzeiva of the Rav, 
author of the sefer Pri Chodosh, we watch 
as the Rav [the Ohr HaChaim] remained 
there alone for some fifteen minutes or 
more, davening at the kever, and his lips 
moved as he was talking and we 
understood that he was asking mechila 
from the Pri Chodosh that he be forgiven 
[for Rav Chaim ben Attar, in his sefer Pri 
To’ar, would rule against him and argue on 
some of his points] and that all that he did 
was purely L’shem Shomayim (for the sake 
of Heaven).” (Shem HaGedolim, Section on 
Seforim, Entry for Pri To’ar)
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Mechaber of Avnei Nezer Eglei Tal 

The Broken Shidduch 

There was once a Chassid from 
Warsaw whom everyone nicknamed Der 

Kleine Moisheleh, who made a shidduch for 
his daughter. Soon after, they discovered 
that the chosson had a lung disease, and 
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when the kalla found out, she refused to 
continue with the shidduch. The father of 
the kalla received permission from a Bais 
Din to dissolve the shidduch, but when the 
chosson heard this, he suffered such great 
distress that the agmas nefesh amplified 
his disease. His condition worsened from 
day to day, until finally he died, sick and 
heartbroken. 

Afterward, the former kalla also 
grew ill and as she lay in her sickbed, she 
complained that the departed spirit of her 
former chosson kept vigil at her side, 
constantly imploring her to follow him and 
that he was taking her to court…in the Bais 
Din Shel Ma’ala (the Heavenly Court)! This 
continued for some days and her condition 
worsened, until her father was worried and 
the doctors began to despair of her ever 
getting better! And so her father traveled to 
Sochatchov to the Avnei Nezer. When the 
holy Rebbe heard how the departed 
chosson stood by her bed ordering her to a 
Din Torah in Shomayim, he grew excited 
and roared:  

“Heh! The Halocha is that we rule 
that he who sues in rabbinical court must 
follow the sued to his Bais Din in his locale! 
Now go back home and tell your daughter 
in my name that if the departed chosson 
returns, she should tell him that back in 
Sochatchov they say that if he has any 
reason to sue her in Bais Din, they need not 
take the matter up before the Bais Din Shel 
Ma’ala; rather, they should take the matter 
up with me right here in Sochatchov and he 
can take her to a Din Torah here! She 
should repeat this to him three times.”  

And so it was. She did so and after 
the third time he never returned, she 
recovered and never saw him again. 

 

The Rebbe’s Ahavas Yisrael 

Rav Moshe Duvid’l once took the 
place of the usual shamash, Rav Avrohom 
Yitzchok, who was called to Warsaw for an 

important matter, and he tended to the 
Avnei Nezer’s needs. Once, early in the 
morning, the Avnei Nezer approached Reb 
Moshe Duvid’l and told him, “Quick – 
bring me some water to wash, but hurry, 
now the air is pristine and clean of all sins 
and crimes and from all worldly desires. It 
is an opportune time to learn Torah. Take 
care that no one disturbs me at all. Even if 
a person should come with a golden crown, 
do not bring him before me!”  

And so the Tzaddik sat himself 
down to learn, aflame with the fire of 
Torah! Soon a person arrived in modern 
dress, clean-shaven and wearing a short 
jacket and asked to see the Rebbe. Moshe 
Duvid’l laughed at him. “Right now you 
want to see the Rebbe?” Especially since 
the Rebbe had expressly forbidden him to 
bring anyone in. The guest offered Moshe 
Duvid’l fifteen gold rubles for his trouble, a 
vast sum. Reb Moshe Duvid’l was struck 
with awe. He took the gold fifteen-ruble 
coin, entered the Rebbe’s study and told the 
Tzaddik what had transpired, showing him 
the coin he stood to earn.  

The Rebbe wondered aloud, “What?! 
Do you mean to say that you can earn such 
a vast sum through me? Bring him in! Just 
remember – three minutes and no more!”  

Reb Moshe Duvid’l pocketed the 
coin and brought the guest before the 
Rebbe. He waited. After about ten minutes, 
he could no longer hold back and came in 
to extricate the man from the Rebbe’s 
room. What he heard was the Rebbe telling 
him, “Remember to fulfill these three 
things that I said, and she will have a 
yeshua!”  

The man left and that was that. 

One day Moshe Duvid’l was in 
Kalisch, when a frum, bearded Jewish 
stranger in a long coat approached him and 
asked, “Do you come from Sochatchov?” 
When he applied in the affirmative, the 
stranger asked further, “And do you 
sometimes attend to the Rebbe?”  
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“Yes,” answered the bewildered 
Moshe Duvid’l, whose bewilderment and 
wonder only grew when the Jew grasped 
him warmly and said, “If so, you must 
come to my house to celebrate with us and 
enjoy a fancy meal.”  

So saying, he steered Moshe Duvid’l 
off to his home. When the stranger entered, 
he ordered his wife to quickly prepare a 
lavish feast. “Prepare a seuda for the man 
who saved your life – here he is!”  

And so it happened that our 
bearded, long-frocked friend was none 
other than our formerly beardless, short-
jacketed stranger, who had once paid 
Moshe Duvid’l handsomely to get in to see 
the Rebbe. He explained that his wife had 
been very sick, almost at death’s door, and 
he had traveled to Sochatchov to seek the 
Rebbe’s blessing and advice. Among the 
three things that the Tzaddik had told them 
to do to save his wife’s life was to transfer 
all his children from the modern schools 
into the traditional cheder. At first, his wife 
had resisted, but eventually she agreed, and 
as soon as she did, she got better and 
better.  

“And now she is as fit as a fiddle and 
healthy as can be!”  

They gifted Moshe Duvid’l 
handsomely and sent him off to Kalisch in 
style. See just how much Ahavas Yisrael 
the Rebbe had, concludes the mechaber of 
the sefer Abir HaRo’im. In order that 
Moshe Duvid’l earn a nice tidy sum, the 
Tzaddik the Rebbe gave up a few precious 
minutes of his holy morning learning! 

 

The Value of the Avnei Nezer’s Torah 
in Shomayim 

Just how precious that time was in 
the story above can best be illustrated by 
the next two tales:  

Once, Rav Gronim of Gur, the ba’al 
koreh for the Sefas Emes, told of how he 
visited the Avnei Nezer for Sukkos when he 

still lived in Kroshnivitz. He was the 
Rebbe’s guest and he slept in the Rebbe’s 
sukka.  

“The Rebbe himself made the bed 
and patted down the sheets and blankets to 
guarantee a comfortable and warm repose. 
I lay down to sleep and the Rebbe sat down 
to learn, aflame with excitement and 
hislahavus! The Rebbe kept checking to see 
I was asleep and so I made myself as if I 
was sleeping and just then torrential rain 
began to fall. It was so strong and buffeted 
the sukka so hard that the floor was already 
full of water. I peeked out and saw the 
Rebbe approach the window in the sukka. 
He opened the window and called out, 
saying, “What chutzpa these clouds have, 
that they dare mevatel me and disturb my 
learning!!!”  

No sooner had the Tzaddik uttered 
this admonishment, than the rain stopped 
and the clouds discontinued their 
downpour!” See how precious the 
Tzaddik’s Torah study was in the Heavens! 

 

The Undervalued Torah of the Avnei 
Nezer to Those Who Sought His 
Berochos 

It is also a well-known fact among 
all who came to Sochatchov that the Rebbe 
would often repeat this saying: “If people 
only knew and realized what good favors I 
could accomplish for them through my 
Torah study, no one would ever dare cross 
my threshold again [to ask for a berocha].” 
(Abir HaRo’im, Volume II, 283, 288, 291–
292 ) 

 

The Avnei Nezer and Eglei Tal 

The Avnei Nezer’s father, Rav Ze’ev 
Nachum, was the Rav in Biala. The Avnei 
Nezer’s future father-in-law, Rav 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, once revealed 
to Rav Ze’ev Nachum how he merited 
having such a holy son: 
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It was Purim, and all over the world 
the Yidden rejoiced. So much so that even 
all the greatest lomdim, those Yidden who 
always sat and studied Torah, were also 
busy with preparations and joyful Purim 
business. There was no one studying 
Torah! No one, that is, except Rav Ze’ev 
Nachum. Since the world cannot exist if no 
there is no Torah, Rav Ze’ev Nachum was 
at the time supporting the entire world!  

Meanwhile, in Heaven, there was a 
great uproar. No one was studying Torah! 
… until they discerned Rav Ze’ev Nachum, 
and it was decided on high that his reward 
would be a gifted son, a child whose light of 
Torah would illuminate the entire world 
that he had saved. This was the reason his 
first-born son would be the Avnei Nezer. So 
revealed the Kotzker. (Abir HaRo’im 7) 

Even in his youth, the Avnei Nezer’s 
power of Torah was already apparent. He 
once sat learning Torah in the Bais 
Medrash when a crowd of crying Yidden 
came in. The crowd began to tearfully recite 
Tehillim and daven for the refua of a 
terribly sick Jew whose end was near. 
Perhaps Heaven would have mercy! Their 
cries and loud tefillos disturbed the Avnei 
Nezer’s learning. “Listen,” he told them, “if 
you promise to daven quietly and not 
disturb my study, I in turn promise you 
that he will recover.” The crowd heeded the 
young Torah scholar and, amazingly, the 
dying man recovered! 

The Divrei Chaim of Sanz tested the 
young genius as a possible suitor for his 
daughter. Afterward he remarked that “he 
learns like the Noda BeYehuda, but I 
cannot take him as a chosson for my 
daughter – he is too sharp for me!”  

The Seraf of Kotzk, Rav Menachem 
Mendel, took him instead for a son-in-law, 
and as he stood under the chupa, the 
Kotzker declared, “May it be Your will, 

Hashem, that his sick, weak body be able to 
hold such a great, genius mind!”  

Not long after they were married, 
the Kotzker’s daughter, the Avnei Nezer’s 
wife Sora, burst into her father’s home, 
crying uncontrollably. Amid sobs she 
explained that her young husband had 
contracted pneumonia and was coughing 
up blood.  

“No need to worry,” the Kotzker told 
her, “he will live a long life. He is named 
Avrohom and you are Sora – the pasuk 
says, “Avrohom and Sora were old, coming 
along in days.” 

Sure enough, this berocha was 
fulfilled, until age seventy-two, when the 
Avnei Nezer’s Rebbetzin passed on. He 
then grew weak and sick, and realized that 
because his father-in-law had blessed him 
through this pasuk, it had tied him to 
Sora’s long life. Now that hers had ended, 
his berocha was up as well. When the Imrei 
Emes of Gur came to console him on his 
wife’s passing, he related the above story, 
his father-in-law’s blessings, and the 
explanation of how he realized that now his 
end was near as well. 

On the last day of his life, he arose 
early and his son and family were at his 
bedside. His condition had rapidly 
deteriorated since his wife’s passing and 
they saw he was breathing his last. He 
motioned them to help him and he 
prepared himself, purified himself, and 
donned his tefillin for the final time. As he 
davened Shemone Esrei, he grew weaker, 
and during the berocha of mekabetz 
nidchei amo Yisrael, he motioned for them 
to remove his tefillin. A light of peace and 
tranquility shone from him as he recited 
this berocha, and he passed away with a 
heavenly kiss. May his merit shield us. (Al 
HaTzaddikim ve’al HaChassidim, p. 186–
191, B’darchei Polin HaAveilos) 
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Rav Moshe Rav Moshe Rav Moshe Rav Moshe FeinsteinFeinsteinFeinsteinFeinstein,,,,    13th of Adar13th of Adar13th of Adar13th of Adar    

In November 1921, when Rav Moshe 
Feinstein was the chief Rav of the town of 
Luban, a certain Torah scholar from the 
town fell seriously ill with a very unusual 
disease, the main symptom of which was 
that his tongue swelled up enormously. The 
doctors could not figure it out, and soon the 
man was on his deathbed from this illness. 

Rav Moshe went to visit him. As 
soon as he walked into the sick man’s 
room, the man sent everyone else out, 
saying he had to speak to Rav Moshe in 
private. 

After everyone left, the sick man 
turned to Rav Moshe and told him that he 
knew why he had contracted this bizarre 
illness. It quickly became clear that talking 
was difficult for him because of his tongue. 
He said that the week before, when the 
weekly reading was Vayeira, he had given a 
sermon in which he had berated the 
daughters of Lot for what they had done. In 
it he spoke very harshly about their act 
(Bereishis 19: 30–38) and criticized them, 
especially the brazenness of the older one 
in naming the child after the deed [Moav – 
“from Father”] and thereby publicizing it to 
everyone. He questioned why they merited 
having Moshiach descend from them, 
considering what they had done [Moshiach 
has to be a descendant of Dovid HaMelech, 
who is a descendant of Rus, the convert 
from Moav, the grandson of Lot]. 

He then related to Rav Moshe that 
the night before, two elderly women had 
come to him in a dream, identifying 
themselves as the daughters of Lot. They 
were upset at the way he had spoken about 
them and wanted to respond. They told 

him that he should not have accused them 
of being depraved and committing such 
shameful acts. He should have considered 
that they were from the family of Avrohom 
and everything they did had a purpose. 

They explained that they thought 
they were the last people on earth to 
survive the destruction and they had to 
ensure the continuity of mankind. That 
required them committing such an act, 
even though it was heinous. According to 
their perspective, they had no other choice.  

Nevertheless, they felt that they had 
to publicize it, because if they did not, 
future generations might make a deity out 
of any child born to them, for they would 
consider it a miraculous birth! After all, no 
other man was around and surely they 
would not have lived with their own father! 
No matter how shameful, they had to 
ensure that everyone understood that there 
is no such thing as a birth without a father. 

They concluded that that is exactly 
the reason they merited having Moshiach 
descend from them – because of the self-
sacrifice they had displayed through their 
actions. 

Lastly, they told him, that is why he 
had to be punished [through his tongue] 
measure for measure, for the harsh words 
he had spoken against them. 

He concluded telling the story to 
Rav Moshe, turned to the wall, and passed 
away. 

(Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from 

lifeinisrael.blogspot.com as translated from Igros Moshe, Volume 8, 

Introduction.)

 

 

Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against the 

construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that we deal 
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with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous chillul 
Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 

Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out for 
protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that the 
Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the Old Jewish 
Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the Old Jewish Cemetery, 
the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. These 
include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish martyrs, and pious women through the 
centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan 
Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and 
favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of 
Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra (niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains 
were not removed from the Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira 
unknown), mother of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, 
second wife of the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old Jewish 
Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a new 
convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different location in 
Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes challah for 
members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the responsibility of 
spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and has about 2,000 
signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them it will be a Chillul Ha-
Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will be a signal to the Lithuanian 
government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 signatures, the political authorities will 
have little choice but to take the petition into account before making any hasty decision. She needs, 
and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  Rav 
Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case of  מת מצוה  in 
more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� לומדי� , כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי�, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
כי , ותקבל שכר גדול כנגד כול�, אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, ששי� ללמוד מועד קטוא� תראה שאי חו. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, מועד וסדר נשי�

 .ה� דוגמת מת מצוה
You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that no one 

attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a mitzvah that is 
denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the mitzvah and] studying 
the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the laws of the 
Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect of the other Orders, 
make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to sacred matters relating to the 
Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one concerns himself with the study of the 
talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate 
Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 
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Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and electronically 
sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this mitzvah. It is not a 
time to stand idly by. 

With prayers for the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention-center-
project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

solutions  to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who 

controls everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, yeshuos and zera shel 
kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim in honor 
of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always intercede on behalf of 
Klal Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' יה בת רמרת ליבא ח  

 

 

 

 


