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One of the most recognizable pieces of the Kohain Gadol’s wardrobe, the breastplate contained twelve 
stones and the names of the various tribes.   

The Urim v’Tumim, a parchment which contained a special name of G-d, was placed inside, and allowed 
the Kohain to ask advice of the Al-mighty on behalf of the populace.  The Torah here seems to be 
connecting the rules of the choshen to its purpose.  In essence, one could not remove the choshen from 
the eiphod precisely because the names of Israel are to be borne by Aharon at all times. 

If these two items were to be connected constantly, why make them separate and then attach them?  
Why not sew the breastplate directly onto the apron?   

The Gemara in Yuma says that if one removes the choshen from the eiphod he transgresses a negative 
commandment and is subject to lashing.  The Torah Temima adds that this is only when it is removed 
for no reason.  However, if there were a reason to remove it, there would be no transgression.  

Perhaps the Torah is teaching us how each of us must care for his fellow Jew.  Aharon had the 
responsibility of carrying the names of Klal Yisrael on his heart at all times.  He earned this privilege 
when he saw the grandeur of Moshe and felt true joy inside.  This is the type of caring and unity HaShem 
expects from His people.  Though we are separate and unique individuals, we must make a connection 
with our fellow Jews that binds them upon our hearts.   

Of course, if helping them would be to our own detriment, one 
must first save himself so that he may be able to help others in the 
future.  That is why we must remain disparate entities.  Also, one 
must be aware that even if he is satisfied, another who has the 
same amount as he may not yet be.  We must be aware that 
different people have different needs. 

The Meshech Chochma points out that when the Urim v’Tumim 
are placed inside the choshen, it is said to be “upon his heart” but 
not “carried” by Aharon, much like the aron which carried those 
who “carried” it.   

We may learn from this that when it says that Aharon will “bear” 
the names of Klal Yisrael in the choshen, it is specifically the 
opposite.  It is not enough to let HaShem do the carrying, but 
rather Aharon himself had to bear the burden of caring for each 
Jew.   
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Our sages ask: Where do we find a reference to Haman (IMH) in the Torah? When HaShem asked 

Adam, “Did you eat from this tree [of knowledge of good evil]?” which in Hebrew is: HZH JEH IMH 

though it is voweled differently. 

What is the connection to Haman and Adam? R’ Paysach Krohn relates that Haman had 

everything: Power, wealth, fame, honor; the only thing he didn’t have was one Jew, Mordechai, 

bowing to him. Yet, that was enough for him to throw his life away with 

his plot. 

Adam was given everything except one tree from which he could not 

eat. That limitation was his downfall and Haman followed suit. It was 

foolish once, it was foolish twice, and it’s foolish when we do the same. 

It was this need to have everything that destroyed those who let it 

control them. 

Esther, on the other hand, told 

the King, “We don’t care if we 

are sold as slaves, as long as 

we have our lives.” She turned 

the tables and was satisfied 

with almost nothing. It saved the day. 

 
FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 

Each year, on the Shabbos before Purim, we read, “Parshas Zachor,” a paragraph about how the 
nation of Amalek attacked us when we left Egypt. We are commanded to wipe them out and erase 
their memory. 

If we’re not supposed to remember them, why read it each year? Simply don’t mention it and we 
won’t think about them! 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Are we trying to forget that they existed, or are we trying to remember that 
whatever they stood for is worthy of being forgotten? If someone got burned once, they’ll remember the next time not to 
repeat the mistake. They erase it as an option. Could that be what we’re doing here? 

G-d has this war with Amalek in from generation to generation (Shemos 17:16). In what way do we fight Amalek and how 
do we train our children to do so? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

The B’nai Yisaschar makes an interesting contrast between the Dreidel we spin on Chanuka, and the 
Gragger (noisemaker) we twirl on Purim. 

He says that if you notice, we spin the dreidel from the top while we spin the gragger from the bottom. 

The reason, he explains, is that the catalyst for the miracle was different on the two holidays. 

On Chanuka, many Jews had become Hellenized, and the Chashmonaim were only a small group.  The 
Jews didn’t deserve the miracle, but HaShem had mercy on us and saved us.  The salvation came from 
above, so the dreidel is spun from the top. 

On Purim, though, all the Jews repented and prayed to HaShem.  Through this, we merited salvation, 
so it came from below, hence we hold the gragger from the bottom. So says the B’nai Yisaschar. 

One other point is that on Chanuka we were not united, while on Purim we were. Because we were 
united as a people, we were able to effect miraculous benefit and be saved from the plot of Haman in 
just a few days rather than several years of warfare. 

Finally, the dreidel is silent.  We don’t take pride in the fact that we had to be saved by mercy.  The 
gragger, though, is a clarion call to say, “Look what we achieved!  Look what we merited!”   

And it all came through unity. 

 

 Search for Meaning this Purim! 


