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Vayaishev 5777-Late-Note 
 

 In this week’s parsha we learn about the successful 

efforts of Reuven and Yehudah in stopping their 

brothers from killing Yosef. Yehudah made a two-

passuk presentation to his brothers beginning with the 

words “מה בצע כי נהרג את אחינו". [Rashi translates this 

to mean “What financial gain is there if we kill our 

brother”. Why Yehuda is worried about money at this 

time, is a shmuz for another time.] Rabbainu Efraim 

(13th century), in his commentary to the Torah makes a 

beautiful observation with the word בצע. He tells us that 

the word is an acronym for the three prayers developed 

by the three Avos: Shachris- קרב -morning, Mincha-

הריםצ  afternoon, and Maariv- רביתע -evening. What Yehudah was hinting to with the use of 

this word is” What value, if any, would all our future thrice-daily prayers (בצע) be worth, 

if we kill Yosef and have blood on our hands? 
Perhaps we can add some depth to this vort by asking the following: Why when Yehuda 

invokes the concept of prayer, does he do so by wrapping all three together into one word? 

He could have just mentioned the general concept of prayer? 
 The Gemara (Bava Metzia 85b) tells us that Eliyahu Hanavi who come and learn in 

Rebbi’s yeshiva. One Rosh Chodesh he didn’t show up. When asked about this he 

explained that it was his job to awaken the Avos on Rosh Chodesh to pray. He would wake-

up Avraham, wait for him to finish praying and then help him go back to sleep. He would 

then do the same with Yitzchak and Yaakov. This procedure took a long time and caused 

him to miss his learning at Yeshiva. Asked Rebbi, “Wouldn’t you save time by waking-up 

all three of them simultaneously?” Answered Eliyahu “If the three Avos would pray 

together, Mashiach would immediately have to arrive” [and the world had not yet merited 

his arrival].  
 From this Gemara we see the power of the Avos when all three are involved in 

prayer together. The Imrei Emes points out that this idea [of the Avos having the power to 

bring a Geulah-redemption] can be found in the Torah (Shemos, 3:16) at the Exodus from 

Mitzrayim. where Hashem tells Moshe to go and say to the Bnai Yisrael that he had been 

sent by G-d, “the G-d of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov” to help take them out from 

bondage. He invokes all three Avos together, because it is the power of those three together 

that represent redemption from slavery. This three-pronged power, says the Imrei Emes, 

will usher in the final Geulah as well. 

 That is what בצע represents. Not just three daily prayers, but rather the powerful 

collection of the Avos [and their niche in the world of prayer] that when wrapped up 

together into one magnificent force can cause any redemption. And thus, this is what 

Yehuda means when saying “מה בצע”, If we kill Yosef then there will never be a “Mashiach 



 

 

Ben Yosef”, one of the necessary components of the final Geulah. So how will there ever 

be a בצע - the era of Mashiach ushered in by the Avos finally being allowed to work in 

unison on behalf of their kinderlach. 

 Every Yid yearns for the Geulah which will be ushered in by the Avos and their !בצע 

prayers, to put an end to close to two thousand years of pain and suffering. It is interesting 

the word used by the Torah for pain is “עצב". As Hashem told Chava “בעצב תלדי בנים"- 

“With pain you will bear children” (Beraishis, 3:16). Galus is legitimate עצב, it is painfully 

physically, spiritually and emotionally. And the arrival of Mashiach will put an end, nay, 

reverse the broken world of עצב. As you can see, if we reverse the word עצב what we have 

is בצע, for the era of בצע will put an end once and for all to the world of עצב. 
 There had been a 15-year period in history when the three Avos were alive together. 

For Avraham died when his grandson Yaakov was 15. Mashiach, however, did not come 

then for several reasons. a) There was no Yiddishe nation yet, and אין מלך בלא עם - there 

cannot be a king (Mashiach) without a nation. b) Yaakov had not yet developed his niche 

in prayer, that came later on in life when he was 77, when he prayed on his way to Uncle 

Lavan (parshas Vayaitzai). c) The powerful negative force of Aisav was alive and kicking, 

preventing the Geulah. But it is worth noting that that period when their lives overlapped, 

[and the first time the three Avos are mentioned by the Torah in one parsha] can be found 

in the parsha of Toldos. We have pointed out in the past that Toldos is the first parsha in 

the Torah where there is no death mentioned. Because Toldos with its three Avos alive 

together and mentioned together, is the harbinger of the time of בצע, the time of anti-death, 

for death will cease for eternity, and those already dead shall be resurrected and Eliyahu 

won’t need a late note for [his] Rebbi. 

Have a great Shabbos, 
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