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the consensus is not to make a bracha over light coming from 
a bulb.8 

Q:  Is there more to this mitzvah then to just merely avoid 
bumping into others, have a nicely set table and to notice 
one’s food?

A: Chazal take this mitzvah so seriously that if a woman were 
to be negligent in the lighting of that week and forgot then she 
is “fined” and must add another candle the next week for the 
rest of her life.9 This is unique in it’s nature as seldom do we 
see a fine, especially one of such magnitude that is actualized 
every week for the rest of one’s life, imposed on someone for 
failing to perform a mitzvah. 

Q: The penalty of having to light another candle every 
week for the rest  of one’s life seems a bit harsh, is it always 
in place?

A: In the event that the reason that one didn’t light was not 
because of negligence but rather because of a situation that 
was beyond one’s control then one would not be penalized. 
Therefore if one 

	got stuck on the road because of a bad car accident10

	had a baby that day and was not physically capable of 
lighting candles

	had to tend to some unforeseen emergency that took 
one’s attention up until sunset11

then one can light the next week without having to be 
concerned about an extra light (of course one should seek the 
guidance from his halachic authority as far as what leaves the 
threshold of negligence and enters the realms of accident).

Q: Is one always fined if they were negligent to light 
candles?

A: If one failed to light candles:

	on Yom Tov or,

	on Shabbos forgot to light all the candles (i.e. for 
each member of the family) but remembered just one 
candle 

R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: Lighting Shabbos Candles

Q: What is the idea behind lighting candles on Friday 
afternoon before sunset?

A: There are three basic reasons behind this commandment:

1) Shalom Bayis- to increase the harmony in the home. 
As when people are able to move around freely and 
enjoy themselves with ample illumination there is an 
added element of comfort that is not there should one 
have spend his time eating/talking/reading etc. in the 
dark. It is for this reason that people have lights kept on 
throughout the house on Shabbos in order to enhance 
the ambiance throughout the home as should people 
be in a situation where they’re tripping over each 
other that would cause much familial disharmony.1

2) Kavod Shabbos- it is honorable for the Shabbos 
to have candles lit on the table, similar to one who 
attends a fancy banquet/restaurant and notices that 
the tables are aglow with candlelight

3) Oneg Shabbos- it is much more enjoyable to be able 
to see one’s food2 when eating hence lighting candles 
adds to the enjoyment of one’s dining experience.

Q: Who is obligated to light the candles?

A: Although the mitzvah is incumbent upon the entire 
household, the woman traditionally lights the candles.3 
Special preference is given to her as she generally is the one 
who tends to the ambiance of the home.4 In the event that 
the woman is not home then any member of the household 
may light the candles. While those of Lubavitch chassidus are 
noheg to have their single daughters light candles along with 
their mothers the general minhag is to light only after one is 
married.

Q: May one use electric lights for this mitzvah?

A: Unlike the Menorah on Chanukah which is a remembrance 
of that which was lit in the Bais Hamikdash and therefore 
needs to be lit with real fire, the light of ner Shabbos is 
there for illumination purposes only.5 Therefore technically 
speaking one can use electric lights for candle lighting. In fact 
many poskim6 allow one to do so as all of the above mentioned 
reasons (shalom bayis, kavod Shabbos and oneg Shabbos) are 
being fulfilled with light from an incandescent bulb,7 however 
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then one would bot be fined as the knass was only placed on 
those who were negligent to light on Shabbos and who forgot 
to light any candle at all.

Q: Where is the ideal place to light?

A: Since the reasons behind the candles is because of Shalom 
Bayis (no tripping), Kavod (nicely set table) and Oneg (better 
to see what one eats) it stands to say that the best place to light 
would be where one eats. Therefore one should light either on12 
or near13 the table to fulfill these three ideas. In the event that 
one is a guest and there are many people lighting the poskim14  
suggest that one light in another place where benefit will be 
received by her own lights as if the woman lights next to all 
the other women (as would ordinarily be by a Shabbos Sheva 
B’rachos, Bar Mitzvah etc.) then nothing much is coming from 
her lights as there are so many other candles already present. 
In the event that this is not so practical (which is usually the 
case as candles in so many different areas usually creates a 
hazard) then one may light in one area without any concerns.

Q: What should one do if they are eating in one area and 
sleeping in another?

A: If a couple is going out to eat Friday night15 then there is a 
dilemma as to what takes precedence. As the place where one 
sleeps requires Shalom Bayis (no tripping over each other) 
and the place where one eats requires kavod and oneg (nice 
ambiance and enjoying food presentation). It seems from 
most poskim16 that the ideal place to light would be where one 
sleeps and to rely on the lights of the host where one is eating. 

Q: In the above case how would one benefit from the 
candles that were lit if they are coming back later on that 
night?

A: One can either:

1) wait to leave until nightfall so as to benefit from the 
candles (by reciting Tehillem or davaning near the 
flames etc.). If that is not possible..one should

2) use longer candles or fill the wick holder with more 
oil that will last the duration of time for one to return 
and use the light. If that is not an option...then one 
could

3) light at the place where one is eating. If that is not 
either an option (as one is walking to his hosts after 
sunset but before nightfall)...then one may

4) turn off his dining room17 light, then turn it back on 
and make a b’racha on both the electric (incandescent) 
lights and the candles, therefore even if the candles are 
long out the light bulbs that were turned on l’kavod 
Shabbos are still burning and serve the purpose of 
hadlakos ner Shabbos.18   

Q: How many candles must one light to fulfill this mitzvah?

A: To fulfill the mitzvah one need to only light one candle. 
While there are other traditions brought down such as lighting:

•	  two candles19 one because of “zochar” (remember 
Shabbos)  and “shomar” (watch the laws of Shabbos)

•	  lighting seven in contrast to the seven days of the 
week20 

•	 ten because of the ten commandments21 

the widespread custom is to have a candle lit for each person 
of the family.    

Q: What is the reason why we light a candle for each 
member of the family?

A: Interestingly there is no real source for this particular 
minhag however for some reason it seems to be the most 
accepted. One possible idea is that upon giving birth a new 
mother  is so busy recovering from the birth that she forgets 
to light candles the first Shabbos post postpartum thereby 
requiring her to add a candle as a “fine” for missing that first 
week. It therefore seems that the additional candles for each 
new child serves as a knass for each missed lighting of that 
first week that the child was born.  While this may seem like 
a nice idea it doesn’t really serve as a true reference for the 
minhag but like many customs that are held close and dear to 
us if our mothers, grandmothers and great grandmothers did 
so then there must be credence and value to us doing so as 
well. As it is this dictum that the verse v’al titosh toras imecha 
(do not sway from the laws of your mother) so eloquently 
implores us to carry out.

R’ Heshy Kahan
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R’ Heshy Kahan

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

J.P. Morgan wanted to give his wife a gift. He called a 
friend of his who was a jeweler and asked him what he 

recommended. His friend said “I have a beautiful jeweled pin 
which I think she will love” After describing it, J. P. Moragn 
barked into the phone “Send the ornament to me, put the bill 
in the package, and I’ll send you a check out immediately.”

Two days later it arrived. Mr. Morgan opened the box and 
found a beautifully crafted piece of jewelry with an enormous 
diamond at its center. Along with it came an equally enormous 

bill for $2,500. He stared at the bill in disbelief and then wrote 
the check. Then he thought for a moment, rewrapped the gift 
box with a monogrammed gift paper and sealed it with his 
one and only J.P. Morgan monogram.  He sent it back to the 
jeweler with the following instructions:

Dear Friend,
The ornament which you sent me was magnificent; 

however the bill you sent me was outrageous. Enclosed please 

10. However putting oneself in a predicament where he would 
have to drive fast/unsafe because he is rushing to make  
Shabbos would not qualify as an accident. This is very relevant 
to a family traveling up to the Catskills but three hours before 
the zman which gives them little to no time to  get there and 
light candles as this is more in the realms of negligence then 
anything else.

11. See M.B. 263:7
12. Rama 263:10
13. See Ketzos Hashulchan:14
14. S.A. 263:8 and Mishneh Berurah there
15. This is very common for newlyweds/young couples etc.
16. See M.B. 263:38, SSK”H 45:8 footnote 36
17. Or any room where one may enjoy light from
18. As heard from R’ Doniel Yehudah Neustadt Shlita as well as 

other poskim who mention this idea
19. S.A. 263:1
20. M.B. 263:6
21. M.B. 263: Ibid
22. See Likutai Hag’rich, as well as a written teshuva by R’ Betza-

lel Neventzal
23. The obvious issue with this explanation is that as mentioned 

above if the reason for missing lighting is because of some un-
foreseen accident that could not have been prevented then one 
is not fined. Going into labor and recovering surely places a 
woman in the onnes (accident) category as opposed to p’shiah 
(negligent) therefore this idea isn’t always so relevant. 

 FOOTNOTES

1. This particular reason has such credence that if one is stuck 
with only enough funds for one candle and it is Shabbos Cha-
nukah he should light Shabbos candles and go without lighting 
the Menorah for that day as Shalom Bayis takes precedence 
over everything.

2. Hence someone who cannot see does not enjoy his meal as 
much as someone who does. Similarly the reason why high end 
dining is so expensive is not because the actual food tastes so 
much better but rather because so much presentation is placed 
upon the way it looks in its presentation.

3. Rambam Hilchos Shabbos 5:3
4. S.A. 263:3, also see M.B. Who mentions that the wom-

an lights to atone for extinguishing longevity in the world 
via  eating from the aitz had’aas which brought the dark-
ness of death to the world. Therefore by “lighting up” 
the Shabbos she is misakain what transpired with the first wom-
an ever.

5. As is mentioned in the three reasons above
6. Bais Yitzchok Y.D. 120, Har Tzvi O.C. 143
7. Fluorescent and LED bulbs are not considered fire as they work 

via gases that light up and not a flame as opposed to an incan-
descent bulb that lights up via a filament that may at times get 
to 400 degrees hot as the mechanism is a flame.

8. Although R’ Chaim Ozer famously made Havdalah over a light 
bulb to prove that it has the same status of  a fire nonetheless 
the Igros Moshe ruled that no b’racha is made over a light bulb 
for ner Shabbos.

9. Rama 263:1
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R’ Aharon Finkelstein

find a check for $2,000 which I hope will meet your approval. 
If it does, please return the gift untouched, in its personalized 
gift wrap and insignia seal, then you may cash the check. If 
my amount does not sit well with you, then rip up my check 
and return it at once. Feel free to remove the stone and keep 
the special wrapping that I have sent it in as a token for your 
good intent. 

Sincerely yours,
J.P. Morgan

The jeweler’s blood was boiling. How dare he try and 
get away with chiseling him out of five hundred dollars. With 
eyes painted red with fury, the jeweler shred the check to bits, 
stuffed it in an envelope, and mailed it back to J.P. Morgan. 
He then proceeded to remove the ornate gift wrapping from 
the box. He then brought it to his safe, opening the box, to put 
the ornament inside. At that moment he jumped back, startled 
at what he saw. There was no jewel in the box. Instead what 
he found was a rock! It was about the same weight and size 
as the original jeweled pin. A check was tied around the rock 
signed by J.P. Morgan – it was for $2,500.

Avraham Avinu in this week’s perasha takes a strange 
position. After initially having been promised by Hashem that 
his offspring will be plentiful like the dust of the earth (13:16), 
he complains about his childlessness. Avraham Avinu, who is 
the archetype and father of the Jewish people, representing 
what it means to have complete faith in Hashem, was now 
exhibiting doubt and uncertainty regarding Hashem’s word. 
How can this be?

The Ohr HaChaim (1696-1743) gives us an appropriate 
understanding of Avraham’s complaint. The focal point was 
not if Hashem would keep his word or not, rather it was the 
type of offspring that would be produced. Originally Hashem 
said that Avraham’s offspring will be like the dust of the earth 
(Lech Lecha 13:16). The comparison to dust of the earth 
was the sour point of Avraham’s concern. Would it be that 
Avraham’s descendants would be lowly and base, like the 
dust of the earth? In fact our expression for a lowly individual 
is an “am haaretz” which means people of the earth. This 
expression indicates a person with a low intellectual and 
spiritual standing.

So what did Hashem do about this?
Later, the pasuk says that Hashem took Avraham outside 

and showed him the sky and said, “Look up at the sky and 
count the stars, can you count them? - so shall be your 
children” (15:5). The parallel now to the stars was to establish 
not just the innumerability of the children of Avraham, but 

also the lofty spiritual level of them as well.
The question on this occurrence is why did Hashem have 

to take Avraham outside? Avraham knew what the stars were, 
he understood the context of the message, what is the Torah 
trying to relay to us by stating that Avraham went to see the 
stars with his own eyes?

Rabbi Meir Shapiro (1887-1933) answers this question 
with a question. If one was told to count the stars, would 
he do so or we would he say it is impossible? Hashem told 
Avraham, “Gaze now toward the heaven and count the stars if 
you are able to count them” (15:5). In this instance, Hashem 
commanded Avraham what seemed to be impossible, yet 
Rabbi Shapiro explains, Avraham pushed forth and did so 
anyway. He began to actually count the stars without being 
discouraged. This character trait is a fundamental aspect of 
the Jewish soul.

Avraham Avinu had aspects of his life which seemed 
impossible and tested his faith. It could be leaving his home 
on Hashem’s command, bringing his son as a sacrifice, or 
the sudden passing of his beloved wife Sarah. In the same 
way many of us may find a crisis of understanding or identity 
when dealing with difficult situations. We may get upset, 
feeling helpless and hopeless, viewing ourselves as incapable 
of being able to overcome those trials. The message here that 
Avraham Avinu is conveying is that the Jew has within himself 
the ability to transcend the impossible by pushing forward in 
spite of adversity. With every struggle comes an opportunity 
of commitment of faith to persevere. It is a new opportunity 
to go beyond the limits set by our perspective, to break the 
confines of restriction, and grow boundlessly. Avraham Avinu 
counted the stars to teach us this lesson of never falling into 
despair by that which seems nonrealistic and impossible. 
Hashem took Avraham outside to demonstrate to all Jews a 
message. By seeing Avrahamn Avinu actions we find the very 
fiber of strength that would make up the future of the Jewish 
people.

Each of us has a potential within us of epic capability. 
The truth is that we may not fully appreciate that capability 
while it remains under wrap and seal. The true value requires 
looking further than just what your eyes see before you. In 
the story of J.P. Morgan and the jeweler, we see a mistake of 
perception. The jeweler got caught up with his own feelings 
of frustration that he never bothered to investigate fully the 
contents of what he had received. The same holds true with 
the contents of our souls. We may become filled with rage and 
fury when our aspirations of ourselves do not go the way we 
want it to. We may get frustrated with ourselves, to the point 
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that we wrongfully assess a mistaken view of potential that 
is wrapped and sealed within us. We must utilize the times 
which appear as impossible as a test to press forward the way 
Avraham Avinu did counting the stars. It is through this that 
we discover what is beneath the surface and what is our true 

worth. This is the hallmark of the Jewish people. No matter 
how difficult a task may seem, we must keep positive and 
keep trying.  You never know what is inside the package of 
yourself until you open it up. 

R’ Ari Mandel
WOULD YOU GIVE IT UP?

‘Hashem spoke to Avraham after he parted ‘with him’ 
(Lot)… ‘

Rashi comments that ‘as long as Avraham was with Lot 
the Shechina left him...’

The midda that Avraham personified here is something 
of great importance.  Avraham understood that when he is 
with a rasha the shechina departed from their presence. Yet, 
when he is walking here with Lot he hadn’t uttered a word 
and kept quiet. The level a person must have attained to 
have the shechina talk with him was obviously of very high 
caliber. What greater honor is there? Why would anyone, once 
achieved, want to give up even the possibility of not being 
able to be spoken to by Hashem for even a minute amount of 
time? 

Yet this was the midah personified by Avraham. The 
gemarah in Shabbos (127a) says ‘Gedolah hachnasas orchim 
yoser mikabalas p’nei HaShechina’. Welcoming someone into 
your home-being mechabed someone -is greater than actually 
greeting the shechina. Even though speaking with Hashem is 
on the greatest level, still-a person must not distance himself 
from another because hachnasas orchim is greater.  

It was for this reason that Avraham wasn’t anxious to get 
rid of Lot. However, eventually when each other’s shepherds 
started arguing over the sheep then Avraham called it quits 
and had to part with Lot. 

We learn here a valuable lesson from Avraham Avinu. All 
men are not created equal. Just because someone is different 
than you, or on a lower level than you doesn’t mean one 
should turn him away.  On the contrary, embrace him and get 
close to him. Lot was a rasha, not just on a ‘lower level’ than 
Avraham. Yet, Avraham tried to have a hashpa’ah on him.  He 
said if I turn away from him the shechina will be back. But 
if I never try to influence him he’ll never consider changing. 

So Avraham stood with him, and abandoned the shechina in 
order to try to be mechazek Lot and try to change him.  When 
a person sees that there’s someone less fortunate than them, 
don’t run away.  Try to have an influence on them; put your 
needs on the side for a moment and try to get close to them.  

The gemarah in Moed Koton (17a) says if the Rav is 
similar to a malach Hashem then you shall seek Torah from 
him and if he is not comparable to a malach then do not try 
and learn Torah from him. Many of the mefarshim struggle 
with this gemara. Firstly, how can man be like a malach? 
Secondly, how are we supposed to know how malachim act? 
How can we tell if he’s like the malachim or not? 

Some of the meforshim answer, that the underlying 
difference between a malach and man is the ability to 
spiritually grow and fall. A malach cannot grow spiritually; 
he is what he is and can neither strive higher nor fall lower 
than his current level. Man was blessed with the ability to 
constantly strive higher (and unfortunately sink lower). The 
ultimate Rebbi is one who acts as a malach and forfeits his 
own growth for the sake of the growth of his talmidim. One 
who has the ability to focus on his students needs and place 
them before his own is worthy of being a Rebbi. That’s how 
one can tell. 

Avraham put his needs, of conversing with the shechina, 
aside and tried to have a hashp’ah on Lot. That’s a rebbe.  We 
must also remember that this applies only if it won’t bring a 
person down by doing so.  If it will merely prevent a person 
from growing, says Rav Shach ZT”L, one should do it.  But 
if it will bring a person down then of course one need not do 
this.  

It’s no easy task but with practice we can all hopefully 
adapt to this wonderful middah. May we all be zoche. 
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If you’re old enough, you may remember President Lyndon 
Johnson running around the White House in his pajamas 

late at night, turning off lights. No one else bothered. He grew 
up poor in a farmhouse with no electricity, and although he 
was now wealthy, at the pinnacle of success and power, he 
hated waste.

I admired him for it. I understood him. During my own 
fellowship training, in the fanciest of medical academic ivory 
towers in the academic ivory tower-filled towns of Boston and 
Cambridge, I was impressed with, and somewhat appalled by, 
some of the excess and waste I saw. Part of the culture and the 
mystique and the medical luxury of the ivory tower was that 
anything and everything was readily available. A byproduct 
of that ready availability was that there were also lots of 
resources that were wasted. 

So I recently visited somewhere for Shabbos, a very nice 
house in a very nice location, and I found, in preparation for 
Shabbos, hand-cut sheets of cut toilet paper. I haven’t seen 
that in a very long time. I understood immediately something 
about the hosts’ history, even in the comfort of their very 
upscale house. These days, thank God, such preparation 
usually entails an open box of tissues, and the light switch left 
on.  It wasn’t always that way.

Luxury, of course, is relative. When a cold water flat in 
an ancient tenement building, with a communal toilet in the 
hallway (as opposed to an outhouse or an open ditch) and 
a potbellied stove in the kitchen providing the possibility of 
heat and hot food (assuming one buys coal or wood to burn 
in it) is considered a luxurious step up in the world, one can 
imagine what these “luxuries” compare to. 

We live in a time, and a place, and in circumstances, 
where, thank God, it’s hard to relate to that, except as 
something in the history books. Except that I remember it 
very well from my early childhood. To my parents, however, 
and later my grandparents, it was an appreciated safe haven. 
And my parents understood that in the Land of Opportunity, 
they too would, with God’s help, eventually move up in the 
world. And they did. 

We moved into a larger, much better apartment in a nicer 
neighborhood that had its own toilet, a refrigerator instead of 
an icebox, and steam heat, but which had, well, seen better 
days. But it was a marked step up. And affordable. By the 
time we got there, the rent was actually lower than it had been 
years before.

The refugees left behind the cold water flat, and the 
Displaced Persons camp in Germany before that, and the ..... 
terrible before that. They settled into a normal life.  But, as 

any armchair psychologist can tell you, the refugee does not 
readily lose the habits that made his survival possible, even 
when conditions improve. 

And so, we prepared cut pieces of toilet paper for Shabbos. 
(My father called them “asher yutzarlech”, referring to the 
bracha one makes after their use.) Who, except for people 
raised in America, would use expensive tissues for that? And 
don’t think a full wattage light bulb would be left burning for 
25 or 26 hours. That’s the way it was. 

Which brings us, oddly, to Avraham Avinu. Actually, 
to exactly that: Avraham’s oddity. Vayavo hapalit vayaged 
l’Avraham ha-Ivri (14:12). Avraham is identified as the Ivri. 
While commonly rendered “Hebrew”, Chazal tell us that there 
are three main understandings of what “Ivri”, עברי, derives 
from. 

In response to God’s command, Avraham crossed (עבר) 
from the east bank of the Euphrates to come to the Land of 
Canaan, which would subsequently be the eternal heritage of 
his children, the Nation of Israel.

A descendant of the righteous Ever, Avraham carried on 
his legacy and thus deserved to be called the “Ivri” (עברי).

And most profoundly, Avraham lived in a time when no 
one knew God, indeed when no one wanted to know God. He 
had to fight the whole world, to stand apart from them, to face 
the terrible trials that he did, the ridicule and the accusations 
that he did, in order to be true to his Creator, come what may. 
He had to be different. He paid the price, and apart from the 
whole world he stood, knowing that he stood with God. They 
were all on one side of this profound divide, (מעבר אחד) and 
he was steadfastly on the other (מעבר השני). Hence, the “Ivri” 
 He was, for the world, uncomfortably different, even .(עברי)
odd. And so has it been for us, Avraham’s children, ever since. 

In a fundamental way, the Jews have always been 
apart from the rest of humanity. Viewed, and treated, as 
uncomfortably different. It is our history and it is our destiny. 
And when we forget to keep it that way, the rest of the world 
tends to remind us.  One need only pick up a newspaper these 
days to see how obvious this is, even from our “friends”.

That discomfort is not ours, in general, but theirs, the 
others’. Sadly, there are those of our own tribe who, lacking 
a well-formed sense of of self-worth, not “getting” what 
God has given us, never having learned to appreciate, or 
too often, even experience the true nature of that difference, 
are themselves uncomfortable in their own skin, or with the 
actions, the habits, the self-assertion of their “too obvious” 
fellow Jews.

Even for those of us whose lives, outwardly, mesh 

ASHER YUTZARLECH
Yerucham Reich 
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with those of our neighbors, those of us who are out there 
in the world in business, in the professions, in every sphere 
of life, we remain, at our core, different, sometimes indeed 
uncomfortably different. It is, in God’s inscrutable Plan, for 
some reason, central to the plan itself. There is a wide chasm 
that separates us from the rest, a chasm that is often beyond 
the understanding or the explanation of the very people who 
find us uncomfortably different. 

Avraham set himself apart in his quest for God, and paid 
for it with the many tests that he faced; he experienced the 
kivshan ha’esh, the fiery furnace he was thrown into for his 
faith. Avraham miraculously survived that. Untold numbers 
of his descendants, in their travails, did not, but the Nation as 
a whole did, and always will. That is God’s end of the bargain.

It is the legacy of Avraham that makes it possible for us 
to cling to Him in an unbreakable bond. It’s what makes us 
different. It’s what empowers us to relate to everything in life 
as a function of our relationship with our God. It’s what gives 
us the strength to be different, however uncomfortable that is 
for our neighbors -- and, as a result, for us. It’s what motivates 
us to infuse the most mundane things with sanctity, so that 
even a simple Jew might refer to a piece of toilet paper, not by 
the function it serves, but by the blessing one makes after its 

use, thanking the Creator for a normal, healthy life function. 
Asher Yutzarlech.

Avraham set himself apart from a corrupt world, but he 
was not a hermit. He shared his knowledge and his spirit with 
all who would listen. God chose him because he had chosen 
God. We, the descendants, the inheritors of the original Ivri, 
the one who had the will and the faith and the courage to stand 
apart from the rest of humanity, if need be, draw upon that 
will and that faith and that courage to be who we need to be, 
no matter how difficult it may be, no matter how awkward it 
may be, no matter the price, no matter how inconveniently 
different it makes us. 

Those, over the thousands of years and hundreds of 
generations since Avraham Ha’Ivri,  who have had that 
fortitude are still here today, an unbroken chain of Ivrim. Like 
our forefather, we find ourselves regularly on one side of a 
yawning chasm, seemingly alone. But we also believe, with 
perfect faith, that God has privileged us with this role, and, 
indeed like our forefather, God has chosen us because we 
have chosen Him. 

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Lech L’cha 5776

In his very interesting book, Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell 
introduces us to a man who most of us probably never 

heard of.  Interestingly enough, this person, Chris Langan, is 
the smartest man in the world, judging by his IQ score. The 
average person has an IQ of 100, Einstein’s IQ was 150. Chris 
Langan’s IQ is a tremendous 195. Chris was an exceptionally 
gifted kid, who aced his SAT, even though he fell asleep at 
one point while taking the test. In a foreign language class 
he would skim through the textbook for a few minutes before 
the exam and then ace it. Even though he missed half of his 
classes at school, Chris would inevitably ace his tests, barely 
having studied at all (although I also know of a few yeshiva 
guys who could do that). With such natural talents one would 
expect Chris to be rich and famous, enjoying the lifestyle of a 
successful individual with a brilliant career. Surprisingly, he 
spent much of his life working as a bouncer at a bar in Long 
Island in New York.

Who is Chris Langan? Why did he end up where he did? 

And why people “make it” in life or not, are all questions Mr. 
Gladwell deals with. He comes up with a logical, and practical 
answer. Langan, while literally smarter than everyone else in 
the world, did not use any of the opportunities to ease himself 
up in the world. He came from a very broken home, he had no 
familial support, and his community college’s broken system 
of education didn’t work for him. Putting it simply, no one 
cared, not even Chris himself, to take the time to help him 
on the correct path and even when given the moments and 
opportunities to do so, he quite jadedly and cynically avoided 
any momentum to reach and achieve what he could in life. 

A pasuk stands out in this week’s parsha. It is a simple 
verse, yet the Sefer Derash V’Iyun learns a great lesson from 
it. The pasuk says “Vayeilech Avram Ki’asher Dieber eilav 
Hashem- Avram went and did exactly as God told him to 
do.”  He went as God said. But, the curious things is that of 
course he went and did. He was someone who was faithful, 
he believed, he spent his life searching and he knew that what 

Yerucham Reich

MAKING IT COUNT
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel
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Hashem was telling him was true and important. So, what was 
the novelty of his adhering to what God requested of him? 

The Derash V’Iyun explains a most compelling idea 
through the Vilna Gaon’s comment on the famous verse in 
Mishlei- “Chacham Lev Yikach Mitzvos, V’evil Sefasayim 
Yilabeit”- The wise of heart will seize good deeds, but the 
foolish one’s lips will become weary.” 

The Vilna Gaon writes people need to take, grab, and 
seize the mitzvos that they come across, without wasting 
any time, without pushing them off even a bit. Those who 
just talk about it at length, those who pontificate, those who 
procrastinate and say that there will still be time to do this or 
that tomorrow, will inevitably come to the realization that the 
opportunity has, by then, usually slipped through their hands.  

The Torah is relating that focusing, directing energies and 
zeroing in on what needed to be done was something Avraham 
excelled in. Taking advantage of the moments that God gave 
him was something he stood for.  The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos 
(1, 6) that writes “Emor Me’at V’she Harbeh- say little and 
do much” is a very real reflection of this concept- when you 
know something is true and you know it stands at the forefront 
of life and Judaism- just do it. And that was what the Torah 
was telling us about Avraham- He knew it was correct and 
good, he understood it was the right thing and he went, just as 
Hashem told him to. He saw the opportunity and he ran with 
it. 

Conversely, most of Parshas Noach seems to be a story 
of perennial failure. The failure of society which caused the 
flood, the failure of Noach to save his generation, the Ark 
with its sometimes unwilling inhabitants, the failure of the 
raven to find land, the unfortunate and untimely first planting 
of grapevines, Cham’s failure to uphold his sense of decency 
and the infamous tower of bavel. Each only a part of a story, 
yet it all adds up to be the continuous stumbling of mankind.  

Rav Avraham Pam suggests that if we go back to the 
beginning of that story we can perhaps understand the source 
of the failure. Towards the end of Parshas Bereishis the Torah 
records the birth of Noach, whose name inherently means 
rest. He was prophetically named Noach because the people 
said a prayer that “this one will bring us rest from our work 
and from the toil of our hands.” Rashi explains that since the 
time of Adam’s sin, the earth was cursed that when a person 
planted wheat, thorns and thistles grew. At Noach’s time, this 
thousand-year curse began to lighten up. Noach, who was a 
great inventor, came up with basic farming tools to ease the 
back-breaking labor of farm work. The Midrash Tanchuma 
says that he invented the plow to seed the earth, the scythe to 

cut wheat and the ax to chop down trees. Amazing as it may 
seem, before this people did all of this work by hand. These 
basic tools were absolutely revolutionary and brought about a 
radical improvement in the task of earning one’s daily bread. 

However, Rav Pam asks, how would the surplus time be 
used? Would they study or read to improve and elevate their 
lives? Would they use it to contemplate spiritual matters? The 
answer is no. it is at that point in time that the Torah tells us 
that “The earth became corrupt.” Crime and violence became 
rampant. Society began to fall apart. They took what God had 
given them and squandered it. 

In essence, the Meforshim say that this is one of the 
quintessential difference between Avraham and Noach.   

This past Wednesday I was on the New York subway and, 
as it often happens, there was an obviously homeless collector 
asking around for money.  I was sitting on the other end of 
the train car feeling bad as I didn’t have any cash on me. So, 
as he comes closer and closer, I mustered up the biggest and 
kindest mile I could and when he reached me I said that while 
I didn’t have any cash I still wished him a good day. What he 
said simply astounded me, “A smile from anyone is worth 
as much as a dollar, God bless man, God bless.” It was not 
because what he said was a phenomenal insight into human 
nature but because it is so true. Even the little things count 
in life, sometimes more than the things we presume to be 
more important. No cash? Not a problem, a smile still counts. 
Sometimes, it’s the smaller, overlooked things that count. 
Never a wasted moment. Never a wasted opportunity. 

Life is truly full of opportunities to succeed in the 
aspects of our life, small and large. A shabbos, amongst 
other wonderfully spiritual things, is a treasure of time to 
spend with one’s family. A central crossroads of a shul can 
be a time to listen, help, pray and learn. An office meeting; a 
business venture; a day off; a walk in the park; all of them are 
opportunities waiting. What we do with them, how we further 
our lives, our connection with God, and families and how we 
better mankind is pretty much up to us.  

The missed chances come not because we swung and 
missed but because we might have not even gone to bat at all. 

Have a good shabbos

 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt
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PARSHAS LECH LICHA; FIGHTING TERROR  WITH PEACE

PARSHAS LECH-LECHA

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

Vehu Yiyhe liPere adam; and he (Yishmael) shall be a 
wild man (16:12). 

The Targum says on this posuk that Yishmael will be 
rebellious to mankind. He will not be able to live in society in 
an organized civilized system as other human beings. 

The Chofetz Chaim points out, that every word of 
the Torah is Niztchi; timeless. If the Torah proclaims that 
Yishmael is Pere Adam; a wild man of the desert, then this 
is true throughout the ages. Even if it will come a time that 
Yishmael may study and become educated men such as 
doctors and lawyers, the fact remains that Yishmael’s essence 
is pere adam. 

Unfortunately the holy words of the Chofetz Chaim cannot 
be truer then in today’s times. We are living in an era when 
terrorists dressed like human beings, don’t act accordingly.  

The Maharil Diskin notes that whenever the Torah gives 
a description, the rule is that first the Torah states the noun 
and then the adjective. For example “Noach Ish ha’adama” 
Noach was a Ish – a person (noun), Ha’adama – that worked 
the fields. The description of what type of person he was, is 
stated second. With this rule in mind, the Torah should have 
stated that Yishmael is, Adam Pere, - a person that is wild. 
This way the second word is describing the first. 

The Maharil Diskin explains that the Torah purposely 
switched the order from the usual way, because the essence 
of Bnei Yishmael is not a person that is wild, but rather it is a 
wild being that happens to be human. 

Unfortunately when faced with terrorists that don’t behave 
like civilized people, it is very difficult, if not impossible to 
fight them and to prevent further attacks. How then can we 
deal with the heart wrenching and devastating terror that 
plagues Klal Yisroel in Eretz Yisroel and beyond? 

In this week’s Parsha, Hashem tells Avrohom to take 
three heifers, three goats, and three rams. Each of them 
should be cut in the center. Additionally Avrohom should take 

2 birds but these should not be cut. In Chidushei Rav Yosef 
Nechemia, he explains the significance of this ritual. Avrohom 
was worried how can “Se’h Achas Gar bein Shivim Zievim; 
one lone lamb (Klal Yisroel) live between seventy wolves 
(the nations of the world)” Hashem answered by telling him 
to cut up the animals. These animals represent the nations of 
the world. This symbolizes that the fighting and disputes that 
will erupt between all the nations of the world will keep them 
preoccupied, and not unified to fight with Klal Yisroel. But 
there is a perquisite to this. The dove – which represent Klal 
Yisroel – must remain whole. If there is Achdus and peace 
between Klal Yisroel, then Hashem promises that all the other 
nations will fight between themselves, leaving them cut up 
and defeated without Klal Yisroel lifting a finger. 

This is an important lesson. The best way to fight the 
terrorists is to make peace between ourselves. The last brocha 
in Shmonei Esrei is “Sim Sholom” we beg Hashem to provide 
us with peace, because if there is peace between us then there 
won’t be peace between our enemies. 

In the end of the Shmonei esrei Tefillah of Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur we beg Hashem, “Avinu Malkeinu Kalei 
Dever Vicherev…” eliminate from Klal Yisroel, hunger and 
sickness and all terrible things that can befall us. The last 
thing we mention there is that Hashem should eliminate “sinas 
Chinam, baseless hatred”. I once heard that the order of this 
particular tefillah goes from mild to severe, with the last one: 
“Sinas Chiman” being the worst calamity to face Klal Yisroel. 
More than sickness and tragedies and hunger, is the terrible 
situation of Sinas Chinam. The reason is simple; when there is 
sholom between us, then Brocha reigns. Chas Visholom when 
there isn’t sholom then the opposite is true. 

Let us strengthen ourselves in Ahvas Chinam, accepting 
and loving every Jew, so that Hashem can protect us, as 
promised to Avrohom Avinu, and provide us with Brocha and 
Hatzlacha.

In this week’s parshah, Avrohom Avinu and, in essence, 
the Jewish People, are given their mission. What is our 
mission and how are we to fulfill this mission? Avrohom’s 
mission is “veh’yeh berachah.” Daas Zekeinim explains that 
this was a command: “Ensure that there should be blessing. 
Go forth from your land and teach everyone to recognize and 
bless Hashem.” If you will do so, and the people will learn to 
recognize and bless Hashem, then there will be blessing in the 
land. Indeed, even before being commanded to do so, and even 

before ever hearing from Hashem, Avrohom had attempted 
to do so. While living in Ur Kasdim, he debates these issues 
with anyone willing to listen, but he is not successful. He 
is Avrohom HaIvri - One man against an entire society. He 
continues to preach and teach the people around him and 
finally, after many years in Charan, Avrohom is told by Hashem 
to continue his work in Eretz Yisrael, where eventually his 
name (i.e. Avrohom’s) will become great and nations would 
bless each other with his name (see Ramban 12:2). Faithful to 
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his calling, Avrohom travels to Eretz Yisrael and then in Eretz 
Yisrael, continuously teaching about Hashem.

Was Avrohom successful? To an extent, he certainly 
was successful. Initially, Lot, perhaps his first talmid, had 
joined him and he had taught many others the concept 
of monotheism, as the pasuk tells us: hanefesh asher asu 
beCharan. But how successful was he? While monotheism 
was now no longer new, and no longer strange, his successes 
with the people seem short-lived. We do not hear another word 
about the nefesh asher asu beCharan. What became of them? 
Lot also was not such a success story. Initially, Lot goes with 
him – “va’yei’lech ito Lot.” They were on the same page. Lot 
admired and understood Avrohom. However, a great change 
took place in Egypt. While Avrohom withstood the challenge 
of Egypt, Lot was influenced by the culture and wealth of the 
Center of Civilization. Now, we no longer have va’yeilech ito 
Lot. Rather, we have ve’Lot imo, and Lot was with him. The 
word “imo” implies that Lot accompanied Avrohom only in 
the physical sense, not in the spiritual sense, as he did earlier. 
Egypt was the most advanced country and Lot was dazzled 
and attracted by the material culture and wealth of Egypt 
and could not resist its influence. He may have returned with 
Avrohom, but he was no longer on the same page. Avrohom 
had lost his student. Indeed, immediately upon their return 
to Eretz Yisrael, Lot moves off to S’dom (Chumash Mesores 
HaRav). 

His first successes were short-lived. How about his efforts 
in Eretz Yisrael? Daas Zekeinim (ibid.) tells us that, at least 
initially, he was not successful. The people did not learn from 
Avrohom. They did not learn from him to see and recognize 
Hashem in everything they had, and therefore they were 
stricken with a hunger. At this point, they should have known 
better. They had from whom to learn. Yet, they still did not 
attribute all they had to Hashem. When we do not appreciate 
the blessings of Hashem, Hashem has another way of getting 
us to recognize Him – He takes away His blessing. Although, 
Avrohom is not meeting with much success, Avrohom keeps 
on trying. Wherever he goes, he builds a mizbei’ach and is 
korei be’shem Hashem. Finally a great opportunity arises. 
He fights a war and miraculously wins. Here he has a great 
opportunity to win over the people. He can speak about the 
great miracles that took place, but the king of S’dom wants no 
part in this. He immediately wards off Avrohom’s influence 
by saying, “Give me the nefesh and you take the booty.” In 
other words, do not even think about taking the nefesh of 
the people – and influencing them and teaching them about 
Hashem. The nefesh are mine. Indeed, the Gemara in Nedarim 

(32a) tells us that one of the reasons Avrohom’s descendants 
were enslaved in Egypt was that he allowed the prisoners to 
return to the king of S’dom. Just as we had nefesh asher asu 
beCharan, there could have been nefesh asher asu b’Sdom. 
For not utilizing this opportunity, Avrohom was taken to task.

Finally (continues Chumash Mesores HaRav) Avrohom 
cries out to Hashem “What will be with my work?” And 
Hashem tells him “asher yeitzei mi’mei’echa – the one who will 
spring forth from your innards…” Avrohom had understood 
that he would directly influence the nations of the world. The 
children he was promised, he understood as referring to his 
spiritual children. But he had not seen much success in this. 
Hashem therefore tells him “You have a new mission, through 
your physical children – the child that will come from your 
innards.” Still, perhaps, Avrohom could do both, and indeed 
he continues in his efforts to influence the world. But then 
Hashem command him regarding bris milah. Avrohom says 
to Hashem: How can I possibly influence the people if I am 
so different? Hashem answers with the Name Shakai – it is 
enough that you have Me. In other words, while your mission 
is to influence mankind, you are not to do so directly; you will 
not be successful. Focus solely on your family. You will be 
successful in creating a nation who calls out in the Name of 
Hashem. When that will happen, it will eventually lead to the 
entire world recognizing Hashem (ibid.). 

How do we fulfill this mission? We must follow 
Avrohom’s lead of Vayikra beshem Hashem. What does this 
mean? Ohel Moshe suggests the following explanation. The 
pasuk in Yoel (3:5), discussing the end of days and the war of 
Gog U’Magog, states: And all who are yikra beshem Hashem 
will be saved. According to Yalkut Shemoni (Eikev #873) 
the pasuk means that those who are called by the Name 
of Hashem will be saved. Yalkut asks: How can someone 
have the Name of Hashem? The answer is by following in 
His ways. Just as Hashem is called merciful, so too those 
who are merciful share Hashem’s Name. Hashem is called 
Tzadik; those who love righteousness share in that Name. 
Hashem is called Chasid, so too one who goes beyond the 
letter of the law shares the Name Chasid. This, says Yalkut 
Shemoni, is what the pasuk means when it says kol hanikra 
beShemi u’lechvodi berasiv. According to Yalkut Shemoni, 
perhaps this is the meaning of Vayikra beshem Hashem here 
as well: Avrohom emulated Hashem’s ways. And that is our 
job as well. When we emulate Hashem’s ways and carry his 
Name, we will ultimately influence and teach the world to 
recognize Hashem. The goal of spreading Hashem’s Name 
will be reached not through preaching about it, but through 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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our pleasant actions.
Indeed, though Avrohom initially may have proclaimed 

the Name of Hashem through teaching and speaking, once 
his (direct) mission was narrowed to focusing on his family, 
he fine-tuned his method. The pasuk says [in Vayeira] that 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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with a time-switch activating it to come 
on later. If it has a dial with various heat 
settings, the dial must be covered 
with tin foil to remind one not to adjust it 
on Shabbat. (If it is simply an 
on / off switch, then it does not need 
to be covered.) 

CHALLAH

Early Friday morning is the best time to 
buy your challahs, if you aren’t making 
your own. You will need two whole 
challahs for each meal: Friday night, 
Shabbat day, and Seudah Shlishit (the 
third meal). That may sound a like a lot of 
bread! Instead of a challah loaf, you can 
use challah rolls.

TEA AND COFFEE

Only instant coffee may be used on 
Shabbat. When making coffee, pour hot 
water from the urn into your cup first 
and then add the coffee. 
Tea is a little more complicated because 
the boiling water cooks the raw contents 
of a teabag. Since cooking may not be 
done on Shabbat, it‘s best to prepare tea 
essence before Shabbat, then add it to 
your cup of hot water. Tea essence is 
made by preparing very strong tea in a 
pot before Shabbat. On Shabbat day, you 
can then add small amounts of the tea 
essence to the hot water in your cup.

COMPLICATED FOOD

When making cereal with milk, porridge, 
tuna mayo, egg mayo or jelly on Shabbat, 
there are many complicated halachic 
principles involved. It is best to make 
these foods before Shabbat.

It’s a nice custom to bring 
home flowers or chocolates, 

or any other small gift for 
your spouse. And don’t 

forget some treats for the 
kids!
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LIGHTING CANDLES 

At sunset, Shabbat begins for everybody. 
At this special moment in time, across 
the world, Jewish people are bringing in 
Shabbat together.
The woman of the household lights two 
candles. Some women have a custom to 
light a candle for each of their children, 
in addition to her two candles. 
If there is no woman in a household, the 
candles must be lit by the male head of 
the household. If not him, any member 
of the house who is over bar or bat 
mitzvah should light the candles. 
It’s a beautiful custom for a mother to 
light the candles with her daughters.

THE 18 MINUTES

If you are a little late to light candles, you 
may still light them, but only if it is safely 
within 18 minutes after candle-lighting 
time. That is your absolute deadline. 
Thereafter, if you’ve forgotten, or are 
running late, you may not light candles. 
There is a special mitzvah to bring 
in Shabbat well before the 18-minute 
deadline expires in order to add some 
time onto Shabbat.

1/60TH OF THE 
WORLD TO 
COME
Rabbi Akiva Tatz

Shabbat is described as 

me’eyn olam ha’ba – a 

small degree of the 

experience of the next 

world. There is an idea 

that all spiritual realities 

have at least one 

tangible counterpart 

in the world so that we 

can experience them: 

it would be too difficult 

to relate to the abstract 

if we could never have 

any direct experience of 

it. Sleep is a sixtieth of 

the death experience; 

a dream is a sixtieth of 

prophecy. Shabbat is a 

sixtieth of the experi-

ence of the  

next world. 

SHABBAT

CONGREGAT ION  SHAAREY TORAH
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M e ,  Y o u  a n d  J e w s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  e x p e r i e n c i n g  o n e  c o m p l e t e  S h a b b a t  t o g e t h e r .
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KIDDUSH

With the famous and beautiful words of Kiddush, we declare 
the special holiness of Shabbat and give testimony to the fact 
that G-d created the world. 
Many have the custom to bless their children, young and old, 
upon returning home from shul on Friday evening. The parent 
places his or her hands on the child’s head, and recites the 
appropriate blessing for a son or daughter, individually for each 
child.

EAT!

Food is part of Shabbat joyfulness and celebration.  
Meals are a highlight of the whole Shabbat experience.  
They are especially enjoyable being free from interruption 
and distraction. Shabbat meals are pure quality time: singing, 
talking, eating and sharing words of Torah. 
We have three special meals on Shabbat. At each meal the 
bracha must be recited over two challahs. The three meals are 
Friday night dinner, lunch on Shabbat day, and a third meal 
called Seudah Shlishit or Shalosh Seudos (often pronounced 
“Shallah Shoodiss”. If you’ve always wondered what that means, 
now you know!) The latter is eaten late afternoon, before 
Shabbat ends. Each meal is structured differently.  
Please use The Shabbos Project Toolkit for detailed guidelines 
for each meal.

   T H E  G R E AT  B I G  M A N H AT TA N  B E A C H  C H A L L A H  B A K E          

K n e a d i n g  i t  T o g e t h e r

Ta k e  p a r t  i n  a n  e v e n i n g  o f  u n i t y  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  w o m e n  m a k i n g  t h e i r  o w n  s c r u m p t i o u s 

c h a l l a h !  P l e a s e  b r i n g  y o u r  p r e - m a d e  d o u g h  o r  i n g r e d i e n t s  ( f l o w e r,  e g g s ,  y e a s t ,  s u g a r ) ,  m i x i n g 

b o w l s ,  a n d  t i n s ,  e t c . ,  a n d  l e a r n  b r a i d i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  W h i l e  t h e  d o u g h  i s  r i s i n g ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e 

t i m e  f o r  e n j o y a b l e  c o nv e r s a t i o n s ,  s u s h i  a n d  w i n e !  D o n a t i o n s  a r e  w e l c o m e d  b u t  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  

  2 2  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5 

  7:45 p. m .

   F R I D A Y  N I G H T  S O U L  F O O D    

F a m i l i e s  w i l l  b e  h o s t i n g  i n t i m a t e  a n d  d e l i c i o u s  h o m e  c o o k e d  m e a l s  

w i t h  l e ’ c h a i m s ,  s i n g i n g ,  a n d  b o n d i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  J e w s  i n  t h e  

M a n h a t t a n  B e a c h  c o m m u n i t y !

P l e a s e  e m a i l  m a n h a t t a n b e a c h n y s h a b b a t p r o j e c t @ g m a i l . c o m  

t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  a  h o s t  f a m i l y .  R e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  l o c a t i o n . 

  2 3  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5 

  5 : 4 5 P M  -  C a n d l e  L i g h t i n g  

  f o l l o w e d  b y  K a b b a l a t  S h a b b a t 

  7 : 0 0 P M  -  D i n n e r  a t  a s s i g n e d  f a m i l y  h o m e s

   G R A N D  K I D D U S H    

Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e d  t o  o u r  M a n h a t t a n  B e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  g r a n d  

h o t  b u f f e t  a n d  d r i n k s  f o r  y o u r  d e l i g h t .

  2 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5 

  1 1 : 1 5  a . m .
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LIGHTING CANDLES 

At sunset, Shabbat begins for everybody. 
At this special moment in time, across 
the world, Jewish people are bringing in 
Shabbat together.
The woman of the household lights two 
candles. Some women have a custom to 
light a candle for each of their children, 
in addition to her two candles. 
If there is no woman in a household, the 
candles must be lit by the male head of 
the household. If not him, any member 
of the house who is over bar or bat 
mitzvah should light the candles. 
It’s a beautiful custom for a mother to 
light the candles with her daughters.

THE 18 MINUTES

If you are a little late to light candles, you 
may still light them, but only if it is safely 
within 18 minutes after candle-lighting 
time. That is your absolute deadline. 
Thereafter, if you’ve forgotten, or are 
running late, you may not light candles. 
There is a special mitzvah to bring 
in Shabbat well before the 18-minute 
deadline expires in order to add some 
time onto Shabbat.

1/60TH OF THE 
WORLD TO 
COME
Rabbi Akiva Tatz

Shabbat is described as 

me’eyn olam ha’ba – a 

small degree of the 

experience of the next 

world. There is an idea 

that all spiritual realities 

have at least one 

tangible counterpart 

in the world so that we 

can experience them: 

it would be too difficult 

to relate to the abstract 

if we could never have 

any direct experience of 

it. Sleep is a sixtieth of 

the death experience; 

a dream is a sixtieth of 

prophecy. Shabbat is a 

sixtieth of the experi-

ence of the  

next world. 

SHABBAT
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Preferred logo

White is the preferred logo colour when 
printing. This is because the logo often 
appears on a flat colour/flood-coated  
background.

RGB white (250, 250, 250) is the preferred 
logo colour when used online or on-screen. 
HTML (#ffffff) is interchangeable with RGB 
(250, 250, 250) when used on-screen.

These versions of the logo are provided 
as scalable vector artwork (EPS) in the CI 
manual dropbox folder.

EPS format allows high-quality print repro-
duction. EPS files can be scaled to any size 
without sacrificing image quality. You may 
use these files in page layout and graphics 
programs for print projects. Additionally, 
EPS format files may also be used to create 
files in any of the other image formats at 
exactly the size required.

On-screen logos

These versions are used for all desktop and  
on-screen applications.

RGB logo files are provided in JPG and 
PNG file formats in 2 different sizes in the 
corporate identity manual Dropbox folder. 
These versions are also provided as scala-
ble vector artwork (EPS).

Use JPG format logos for PowerPoint® pres-
entations, Microsoft Word® documents, 
and other office applications. You may use 
JPG files for printing on low-resolution 
printers such as laser or ink-jet printers. 
JPG format logos are never used for high- 
resolution printing, and they are never 
scaled to larger sizes.

B e l o w i s  a  s c h e d u l e  o f 

p r ay e r s ,  f o r  t h o s e w h o w o u l d 

l i k e  t o  j o i n .

T h e Sh T ieB Le: 
98 W e S T en D av e 

B R o o K L Y n ,  n Y  1 1 2 3 5

C a n d l e L i g h t i n g 5: 4 6 PM

M i n c h a &  

K a b b a l a t  S h a b b a t  5: 5 6 PM

S h a c h a r i t  8 : 45a M

M i n c h a 5: 4 0 PM

M a a r i v  6 : 35PM

e n d i n g t h e S h a b b a t  w i t h 

M U S I C A L  H Av D A L A H  
6 : 45PM

 

  M A N H A T T A N  B E A C H  C O M M U N I T Y                               

Hashem loves Avrohom because he teaches his children to 
follow in the Derech Hashem. The Middos – Names – of 
Hashem are the Derech of Hashem. Avrohom taught his 
children that in order to accomplish the mission we must 
emulate the Ways of Hashem (Rambam, Hil. Deios 1:7). 


