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     To value Torah 
To not underestimate the value of the Torah let 

us cite the following incredible stories:  
  

It was in the city of Krakow in the 1800’s that a 
child was suffocating from asthma in the middle of the 
night. After examining houses to see if lights were on, the 
father of the child noticed a light on at the house of the 
Rav, R’ Shimon Sofer (1820-1883),1 as he was learning. 
Begging the Rav for help, R’ Sofer gave him his scarf to 
place on the child.2 Soon after placing the scarf on the 
child, he was cured. When asked what was so special 
about this scarf that it contained such power, R’ Sofer 
replied that this scarf contained his sweat from his toiling 
in Torah. This story was related by the boy with the 
asthma at the funeral of R’ Simon Sofer. 

 

In the early 1600’s, the Bach promised his son in-
law- the Taz- that he would support him by supplying him 
with meat everyday enabling him to study Torah. When 
the difficult times hit and the Bach became impoverished, 
he instead gave him the lungs of the animal. Upon 
receiving this, the Taz took his father in-law to a דין תורה. 
The ruling: lungs are like meat, in favor of the Bach. The 
Taz was later questioned why he took his father in-law to 
a דין תורה. He responded that upon eating the lungs, there 
was a moment that he was unable to learn as well as he 
did when he ate meat. There was therefore a קטרוג; 
prosecution in the upper world against the Bach, he 
explained. As a result he took his father in-law to a דין תורה 
so they should exonerate him.3 All this was because of a 
moment of lesser quality learning! 

                                                           
1 He was the son of the Chassam Sofer. After his marriage at the age of 
17, he moved back to Pressburg. Upon instruction from his father, he 
started leaning Kabbala with the Pressburg Dayan R’ Lieber (1805–
1880). After his father’s death, when he was 19, his brother Avraham 
Shmuel Binyomin- who was 25- was appointed Chief Rabbi of Pressburg. 
Avraham Shmuel Binyamin and Shimon continued to edit and publish 
their fathers Torah commentary and Halachic rulings, a project placed 
upon them by their father during his lifetime. During this time they 
completed the first volume of ס"ת חת"שו  on Yoreh Deah. Since R’ Shimon 
Sofer was impressive looking and perfectly fluent in the language of the 
land, he was chosen as a member of the Austrian parliament. His 
appearance in parliament was an honor for all Jewry. In Krakow, 
Emperor Franz Josef of Austria met R’ Shimon. In one of his letters to 
his sons, he described the emperor’s visit to the city as follows: “I had 
the merit of welcoming him yesterday, before which time we went to 
meet him and stood in line under a magnificent canopy with Torah 
scrolls contained in holy silver and gold cases. And as for our equitable 
monarch, when he approached us he stood up in his carriage and 
bowed before the sacred scrolls, his face pleasant and welcoming” 
(Igaros Sofrim pg 80). On Purim 1883, R’ Sofer celebrated with his 
congregation as usual. On the eve of the 17th of Adar II, he started to 
feel unwell and passed away the following morning.  
2 The Rav told him he can take the scarf on the condition that it is 
returned immediately in the morning in addition to not telling anyone 
about this. When asked why he was adamant on these two conditions, 
the Rav said I wanted the scarf back first thing in the morning because it 
is cold. As for not telling anyone, that is because during the day I am so 
busy with the public that I don’t have time to learn. If they find out 
about this story they will also come at this hour. It will then be 
impossible for such a story like this to occur again if necessary.  
3 Pe’er Hador, p 342-4  

  

The Chassidim of the Avnei Nazer (1838-1910) 

noticed that he answered each petitioner concisely not 
spending much time with them. When asked about this, 
he retorted that for every second that I am disrupted in 
my learning, these people have losses at home. 
Consequently, it is to their advantage that I only hold 
brief audiences with them!4   
************************************************ 

 To choose a profession  
How should one know which profession to 

enter? Just as one needs shoes and clothes that fit him, 
the same is with one’s job. The Chovas Halvavos writes that 

every person has a preference for a particular occupation or 
business over any other, as Hashem planted within his nature 

love and affection for it.
5 Among humans, there are 

different personalities and physiques that are 
predisposed towards certain trades and occupations. 
Whoever discovers within his personality and nature an 
attraction to a particular trade, and his body is fit for it 
and can endure its difficulty should pursue it and make it 
his means of livelihood, accepting its sweetness as well as 
its bitterness.6

 

 

So, one should choose a profession that he 
enjoys,7 that excites him, that he has passion and 
enthusiasm for.8 Then he gives 100% of himself when he is 
working thereby putting forth his best effort.9 The saying 
goes “if you love what you do, you’ll never have to work 
a day in your life.”    

                                                           
4 What do the non-Jews think about Torah? Charlie Park, the president 
of Samsung Korea, visited an Israeli Yeshiva at Shaalvim in April 2013 
accompanied by a South Korean camera crew. They met with the 
program directors and students to document how students study 
Gemara at yeshiva. The South Koreans have developed a fascination 
with the study of Talmud. The  South Korean ambassador to Israel Ma 
Young-Sam, surprised reporters in 2011 by saying that the Talmud is a 
mandatory reading for Korean schoolchildren, and that there are more 
Koreans than Israelis who own a Talmud. Mothers commonly teach it to 
their children who call it “the light of knowledge.” We tried to 
understand why the Jews are such geniuses and we concluded that (it is 
because) they study Talmud, explained the South Korean ambassador. 
The study of Talmud has become part of the national educational 
curriculum that is now compulsory for every Korean school. The 
stereotype of Jews in South Korea is that they are ultra-intelligent 
people coming out of nowhere to become business chiefs, media 
bosses, Nobel Prize winners, and the Koreans want their children to do 
the same. The fascination is so strong that the Talmud is a bestseller in 
South Korea.  
5 Shaar Habitachon, 3. This is just as we see with other creatures. For 
instance, Hashem implanted within the cat the instinct to catch mice. 
Within the nature of each animal species there is implanted a liking and 
desire for a certain kind of plant or animal which is ordained as its 
natural source of sustenance. The configuration of its body and limbs is 
suited for that thing. Examples include the strong teeth and claws of 
the lion as well as the horns of the ox and ram. On the other hand, 
animals whose sustenance that come from plant life are not provided 
with the tools of hunt and prey.  
6 The Chovas Halvavos concludes let him not be discouraged if his 
income is denied on occasion rather let him trust in Hashem that He will 
provide him with his livelihood all his life.   
7 It is because of this that a criminal lawyer from Memphis who later 
moved to Israel became a baker. This is what he truly enjoyed! 
8 Similarly, the best exercise that one should choose for himself is one 
that he enjoys- whether it is swimming, running on a treadmill or playing 
ball (see the Rambam in his aphorisms pertaining to health, 18:2).  
9 For one to discover his natural talents, it has been suggested that he 
ask himself the following: (1) what he is good at. (2) What do others say 
he is good at. (3) What was he good at when he was young before 
people said he can’t do certain things. What is he naturally good at?  
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Many people look outside to see what jobs are 
available when they should really look inside themselves 
to see what it is that they truly love. Someone once said 
one of the big mistakes people make is that they try to 
force an interest on themselves. “You don’t choose your 
passions, your passions choose you.”  
  

How do you know what your passion is? Passion 
can be described as who you are and what you love to do. 
It is not something you have to do but something you 
want to do. It may even be something you would do on 
your free time even if you didn’t get paid for it! Some 
people have a passion for health. These people may be 
doctors, nutritionists and the like. Others may enjoy 
travel. They may be pilots, traveling businessmen and the 
like. Others may pursue spirituality. They may be a Rebbi, 
a Mashgiach or similar. Yet others may desire math. They 
may become a statistician, an actuary, accountant and 
the like. Based on advice from the Stoliner Rebbe to do 
what one enjoys, a Stoliner Chassid who enjoyed 
traveling and directing boys in life, chose to be a recruiter 
for a post high school boys yeshiva in Israel in which he 
travels around the world. Is it any surprise that he is 
successful at what he does!  
************************************************ 

Authentic connection 
When a slave gets his ear pierced, he is brought 

to court to the door or doorpost where they bore 
through his ear. Chazal10 ask how are the דלת and מזוזה; 
door and doorpost different from all other utensils in the 
house meaning why are these used during this process? 
Hashem said the door and doorpost were witnesses 
when I passed over the lintel and doorposts of Jewish 
homes in Mitzrayim and said11 י בני ישראל עבדים...כי ל ; they 
are my servants and not the servants of servants. Yet this 
Jew got another master for himself. So, let his ear be 
pierced in front of these items.  

 

The Gemara teaches that we are called אדם in 
contrast to the non-Jews as it says 12.אדם אתם This is 
because הדבקים...היום אתםו ; we cling to Hashem.13 Adding 
up the word אדם we come to a total of 45. This is the same 
number we get when we add up ה-ו-ה-י  with its hidden 
letters- הא ,ואו ,הא ,יוד ! Is it any wonder that אדם are the 
initials of זוזהמלת, דוזן, א ; ear, door and doorpost, since 
these hint to why we were chosen as it tells the slave we 
are servants to Hashem. 

   

Just because one practices Torah and Mitzvos 
doesn’t necessarily mean he clings to Hashem. Do we 
consciously think of Hashem throughout the day.14 The 

                                                           
10 Kidushin 22b. Shemos 21:6, Rashi.  
11 Vayikra 25:55 
12 Yevamos 61a. Yechezkal 34:31 
13 Devarim 4:4. The question is asked why is it that when the non-Jews 
when they were offered the Torah asked what is in the Torah they were 
told that which was difficult for them such as לא תנאף (Shemos 20:13) to 
the Yishmaelim? When the Jews were offered the Torah, we were not 
told that which was difficult for us? Hashem told Moshe that we 
shouldn’t ascend the mountain nor touch its edge (Shemos 19:12). Since 
our natural state is to cleave to Hashem, that was our challenge that we 
had to keep!    
14 For some when they hear of sin, they fear Gehinom. That is a fear of 
Gehinom not of Hashem. We need to internalize  לא משבתות אתה ירא אלא

Rambam15 writes that the sages instituted Brachos  כדי

 to remember Hashem constantly. This ;לזכור את הבורא תמיד
lesson can be taken from the אוזן, דלת, מזוזה as through 
them we can come closer to Hashem. In this way, the Ben 
Ish Chai, interprets איזהו חכם הלומד מכל אדם- one who learns 
from these three- אדם referring to אוזן, דלת, מזוזה- is a wise 
person.16  
 

The Gemara says ...כל העוסק בתורה בלבד; one who 
engages only in Torah study (and not Chessed) is like one 
who has no God.17 This can be understood as referring to 
one who engages in Torah בלבד; without דביקות and 
awareness of Hashem. That is like one who has no God. 
The Nefesh Hachaim18 writes that prior to learning one 
should have intent to attach himself to Hashem.19 Even in 
middle of one’s learning, one can stop for a little to think 
of 'יראת ה and it is not considered Bitul Torah as this 
causes the Torah to stay by him.20 The Gemara21 tells us 
there is no comparison between one who learns material 
100 times to one who learns it 101 ;מאה ואחד times. An 
alternative meaning is that there is no comparison 
between one who learns the material 100 times to one 
who learns it 100 times with the ה -אחד' .  

                                                                                                  
 don’t fear Shabbos rather the one who commanded it ;ממי שצוה עליו
(Mesachta Sefer Torah 3:10) as this applies by all Mitzvos. 
15 Hilchos Brachos, 1:3 
16 Ben Yehoyada, Kidushin 22b, s.v. מה. Avos 4:1. For many years the 
parents of the Ben Ish Chai had no children. In the year 1832, his mother 
traveled to Morocco to receive a Bracha from R’ Yaakov Abuchatzera 
who told him that you will have a son that will light up the eyes of the 
Jews in righteousness. It was one year later that the Ben Ish Chai was 
born. The Ben Ish Chai learned Kabbala with the future Rav of Chevron 
who remarked ‘praised are the Avos who have a descendant Yosef 
Chaim (Ben Ish Chai).’ When Yosef Chaim was 14, a question arrived for 
his father from R’ Chaim Palagi, the chief rabbi of Turkey. His father was 
very busy and unable to answer for several days, so the young Yosef 
Chaim answered the question in his father's stead. The Turkish rabbi 
was so impressed with the boy's response that he predicted he would 
be a great sage. In a letter to Yosef Chaim's father, he enthused: "Your 
son, dear to your soul, has already preceded you and decided this case. 
May his father rejoice in him…" In a special room secluded for study, 
Yosef Chaim continued to strive toward spiritual perfection, studying all 
of the Torah day and night. At midnight, he would rise to recite Tikun 
Chatzos, lamenting the destruction of the Holy Temple, and at sunrise 
he would daven Shacharis. For 6 consecutive years, he fasted by day 
and ate only at night, to weaken physical drives that could interfere with 
his Divine service. He built a Mikva in his home, so he could purify 
himself at any time. After the death of his father- who was the Rav in 
Baghdad- in 1859, the sages at that time agreed to appoint the Ben Ish 
Chai as Rav, at the young age 26. A student of the Ben Ish Chai once 
commented that if the Jews listened to the prophets as his generation 
listened to the Ben Ish Chai, the Beis Hamikdash wouldn’t have been 
destroyed. The son of the Ben Ish Chai related that his father spoke for 
over two hours on Shabbos in which more than 2,000 people attended. 
After the speech everyone would kiss his hand and receive a Bracha 
from him. He passed away on Shabbos on the 13th of Elul. Being that the 
Ben Ish Chai was a Gilgul of Benayahu Ben Yehoyada, he named one of 
his Sefarim with that title.  
17 Avoda Zara 17b 
18 4:6,7 
19 One should purify himself from his sins with thoughts of Teshuva in 
order to connect and cleave to Hashem when he is learning Torah. One 
should also accept upon himself to perform and fulfill all that is written 
in the Torah.  
20 This is similar to the teaching that a seller may mix a קב of חומטון (when 
mixed with wheat it acts as a preservative preventing infestation of the 
grain) into a כור of grain he is about to sell and he doesn’t need to be 
concerned that this is fraud since the חומטון helps preserve the grain and 
is actually a benefit to the buyer (Shabbos 31a). 
21 Chagiga 9b 


