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Bamidbar 5777- Chip Off The Old Block 
 
 

In this week’s parsha the Torah spends some 

time on “Mishpachology” (the identification of 

families, listing people and their progeny) with Aharon 

Hakohain. When mentioning Nadav & Avihu, two of 

his sons, the Torah says “Vayamas Nadav Va’Avihu.... 

Uvanim lo hayu lahem” - “Nadav & Avihu died... and 

they had no children” (Bamidbar, 3:4) The Seforno 

explains that the Torah is telling since they were 

childless their brothers were able to take the vacated 

positions of Kehunah (had they had sons, they would 

have filled their fathers’ positions instead). Perhaps we 

can add another message inherent in the Torah telling us they were childless. 
 Today being Erev Rosh Chodesh Sivan, Jews around the world have spent a few minutes 

reciting the Tefillah penned by the Shelah HaKadosh, a short prayer beseeching Hashem to grant 

us the blessing of children who will grow to be G-d fearing Jews. I noticed an important insight in 

the wording of this prayer. It says (free translation), “...And listen to my prayers to grant me sons 

and daughters, and they, too, should be fruitful and multiply….in order that they, I, and all of us 

should busy ourselves with Your holy Torah...” This “I” is slightly curious. Why would having 

kids seem to be a prerequisite for my Torah learning? I should be raring to go even without the 

bracha of having children.  
 The answerת I believeת is that having kids forces us at times to raise our level of service 

of Hashem. This is because our children look up to us as role models. As we parents go, so goeth 

our children. True, this is not why we daven for kids, and we should be the best we can be even 

without them, but it sure is a neat fringe benefit that their presence keeps us just a little more on 

the straight and narrow. And just like every pregnant woman is “eating for two”, similarly every 

father and mother is “serving Hashem for two”, for ourselves, and for our kids who are ready to 

follow in our footsteps. 
 Much ink has been spilled in the pursuit of understanding the infraction of Nadav & Avihu. 

We know what they did, they brought a foreign fire when offering the Ketores in the Ohel Mo’aid. 

But what caused them to do so? The Ya’aros Devash (Derush 2) suggests that their “sin” was that 

they were attempting to serve Hashem on a level for which they were not yet prepared. And that 

is why they died, for their souls could not acclimate quick enough to the lofty environs they had 

entered. It was like trying to climb Mt. Everest without an oxygen mask. The Torah adds to this 

that they had not merited children. For if they had, who knows, perhaps they would have 

reconsidered their attempt, in the knowledge that their impetuous young ‘uns would quite likely 

follow suit, a presage for disaster. 
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