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Avrohom Avinu Passed His Tests Because Of His Unquestioning Simplicity!  
 

›› The Greatness Displayed By Avrohom Avinu’s 
Faith That Hashem Yisborach Would Grant Him 
Offspring     

The verse states (15:1-6): “After these things the word 
of Hashem came to Avram in a vision, saying: ‘Fear not, 
Avram. I am your shield. Your reward is exceedingly 
great.’ And Avram said: ‘My Lord Hashem, what will You 
give me, since I am going childless, and the steward of my 
household is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Avram said, 
‘Behold, You have given me no seed, and behold, one of 
my household will inherit me.’ And behold, the word of 
Hashem came to him, saying: ‘This one will not inherit 
you, but the one who will spring from your innards, he will 
inherit you.’ And He took him outside, and He said: ‘Please 
look heavenward and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them.’ And He said to him: ‘So will be your seed.’ 
And he believed in Hashem, and He accounted it to him as 
righteousness.” 

Avrohom Avinu received a Heavenly promise that he 
would bear a son who would be his inheritor. The Torah 
testifies that Avrohom “believed in Hashem and He 
accounted it to him as righteousness.” Rashi explains: 
“The Holy One Blessed is He considered it a merit and 
righteousness for Avram for believing in Him.” 

This verse is astounding. Why is it considered a 
righteousness of Avrohom simply to believe in something 
Hashem told him? We know that Avrohom recognized his 
Creator at the age of three. Hashem tested him ten times, 
but Avrohom never questioned or doubted Him. Would 
anyone imagine that he would not believe Hashem’s 
explicit promise? 

The Ramban asks this question with the following 
words: It is unfathomable what this merit is. Why would 
he not believe in Hashem? He was a prophet himself, and 
not an unbelieving person. He had enough faith to 
slaughter his only son whom he loves and to pass all the 
other tests. How can we imagine he would not 
believe this good tiding? 

The truth is that the news that he would 
have a son was not so easy for Avrohom Avinu 
to believe and it certainly was considered a 

test. It was a very unnatural thing to expect, as the 
Seforno explains: He believed in Hashem. He had 
undoubting faith that He would do as He said, even 
though the thing was farfetched and unnatural.  

Still and all, Avrohom had already passed numerous 
tests that were much difficult than accepting good tidings 
such as this. Therefore, we would think that he was surely 
able to put his heart to believe it completely.  

›› Avrohom Believed In Hashem Because Of His 
Goodness and Kindness, Not Out Of Righteousness 

The Ramban answers this question as follows: When 
it says that he believed in Hashem, it means that he 
believed that Hashem would grant him a son out of His 
goodness – not as reward for Avrohom’s deeds, despite 
the fact that He had told him: “Your reward is very great.”  

The Ramban is telling us an important point about 
Avrohom’s faith. Avrohom believed that Hashem would 
give him a son not because he deserved it for passing the 
tests. Rather, he believed He would grant him a son out 
of his great goodness and kindness. This is despite the 
fact that Hashem had just told him that he deserved great 
reward, and he could have taken that to mean that he was 
being given a son because of his own merits. Still and all, 
out of his great modesty, Avrohom believed that Hashem 
was giving him this great present solely out of His 
kindness.  

We can learn from here that one must accept that 
everything he is given by Hashem Yisborach is in the 
category of a “free gift”. It is not reward for his one’s 
good deeds. It is true that Hashem may reward a person 
for his actions. However, the individual must not take 
credit and say that he deserves this reward. Rather, he 
must always thank Hashem for giving him a gift solely out 
of His kindness.  

We see a very deep concept from these words. We see 
that the challenge of accepting good tidings 
without feeling any sense of haughtiness is 
more difficult than undergoing difficult and 
painful challenges. Avrohom had already 
passed ten tests, which involved challenges 
that were very difficult and painful, but he 
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still had not merited receiving the tidings that he would 
have a son. Only after he passed the challenge of 
“haughtiness” did he merit receiving this tiding.  

›› We Receive Heavenly Kindness When We Do Not 
Think We Have It Coming To Us!      

The Ramban continues: “Now do not be afraid that a sin 
will cause the promise to be rescinded. Although the first 
prophecy was on condition, as a reward for his actions, now 
he was assured he would have a son and told not to be 
afraid of sins. He believed that the words of Hashem were 
true and would not be taken back from him 
because it was the righteousness of Hashem 
and it cannot be stopped, as is stated 
(Yeshaya 45:23): “With Me, I swore.” Once 
words of righteousness come out of My 
mouth, they cannot be taken back.” 

To understand the words of the Ramban, 
we may cite the words of the Gr”a (quoted 
in Siddur HaGr”a, Havdalah for Motzoei 
Shabbos), who explains the words we say in 
the Nishmas prayer: “Until now Your 
compassion has helped us, and Your 
kindness has not forsaken us. Do not 
abandon us, Hashem our G-d, forever.”  

He uses a parable of a man who lends his 
friend 1,000 gold coins. The two sides 
agreed that the borrower would pay back 
100 gold coins every month for a period of 
10 months. Every month, the borrower 
would slip his payment under the lender’s 
door. Thus, the lender would not be 
surprised to find money slipped under his 
door every month, and at the end of ten 
months, the lender would not be surprised 
to stop finding money slipped under his 
door. After the money is repaid, he knows 
he has nothing else coming to him, and he 
therefore expects nothing more.  

However, if a person who never lent 
anyone any money would suddenly start 
finding 100 gold coins slipped under his 
door every month, he would not expect it to 
stop after 10 months. He would continue 
waiting for it and hoping for its arrival. Since 
he never expected the money in the first 
place and knew he didn’t deserve it but was merely the 
recipient of some unknown kind person’s charity, why 
should he expect it to stop arriving under his door? 

The same is true of the myriad kindnesses we receive 
from Hashem Yisborach. If a person really thinks he 
deserves everything Hashem gives him because of his 
righteousness and goodness, he should realize that it is 
possible he will one day use up his merits and run out of 
“credit”, and the good things he is receiving will stop 
coming.   

But a person who realizes the truth – that he deserves 
nothing based on his own merits and has nothing coming to 
him – knows that everything he receives is given to Him by 
Hashem Yisborach out of His great compassion, and is really 
charity from Him.  

Such a person has no reason to worry that Hashem will 
ever stop sending him what he needs. He knows that 
everything he has ever received was purely a present from 
Hashem that he did nothing to deserve. So why should he 
suspect that Hashem should ever stop providing for him 
and sending him gifts purely out of compassion and 

kindness?  

This, explains the Gr”a is the meaning of 
the verse in Nishmas. Hashem has provided 
for us with “compassion” and “kindness” 
until now. Therefore, we can be assured 
that He will continue to send what we need 
to us forever. 

The Gr”a also uses this idea to explain 
the verse we recite in Havdalah (Yeshaya 
12:2): “Here is the G-d of my salvation, I 
shall trust and not fear.” He explains that we 
know that Hashem is the G-d of compassion, 
as is stated (Tehilim 52:3): “Hashem’s 
kindness (is) all day.” We recite, “Here is the 
G-d of salvation” – who we have faith in and 
believe will provide us with salvation out of 
His kindness. Because of this, we trust and 
do not fear that His kindness will stop – 
because we recognize that everything we 
receive is a result of this kindness, which has 
no end. 

This is the explanation of the words of 
the Ramban that there was no need to fear 
that Hashem’s kindness will end as the 
result of a sin. 

›› Not Taking Credit For Yourself Is A 
Fundamental Concept In Serving 
Hashem    

We can use this as a measuring stick for 
a person’s true level of righteousness and 
virtue. Does he genuinely recognize that 
he deserves nothing based on his own 
merits? Does he realize that no matter 
what he does he still could never begin to 

fulfill his obligations to serve Hashem? Does he constantly 
internalize the words of the Mishnah: “If you learn much 
Torah, do not consider it a merit for yourself – for this is 
the reason you were created”?  

Or does he fool himself into believing that he is such a 
virtuous individual that he deserves whatever he 
receives? Does he believe that the words of the Tanna, 
“The entire world was only created for me” are meant to 
be taken 100% literally regarding himself?       
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When one lives with the complete realization of how 
lowly and humbled he really is, he will come to recognize 
the greatness of Hashem Yisborach even more and 
appreciate His kindness even more. This will lead to an 
even deeper level of realization of his own lowly status, 
which will lead him to comprehend how vast Hashem’s 
kindness is even more and how compassionate He is in 
providing for him and giving him whatever he needs 
despite how pitiful and few his merits really are and how 
little he deserves to have anything given to him.  

Furthermore, he will realize that this everything he 
receives from Hashem is undeserved and is akin to a 
miracle, and he will be concerned that he will lose 
whatever merits he has as a result of having this miracle 
occur to him, as we see that Yaakov Avinu was concerned 
about this when, after all the miracles that occurred for 
him, he said, “I have become small from all the kindnesses 
and from all the truth that You have rendered Your 
servant.”  

›› How Can We Determine Which Challenge Is 
Bigger?        

The verse states (12:1): “And Hashem said to Avrohom: 
“Lech lecha, go out for yourself from your land, from your 
birthplace, and from the house of your father to the land 
which I will show you.” Chazal say (Bereishis Rabbah 
39:9): Rebbi Levi said: Lech lecha, go out for yourself, is 
stated two times (once here and once in the story of the 
akeidah, the binding of Yitzchok) but it is not indicated 
which is more beloved to Hashem. Since (by the akeidah) 
it is stated, “To the land of Moriah”, we know that the 
second one is more beloved.  

This Medrash needs explanation. How do the words 
“To the land of Moriah” prove that the challenge of the 
akeidah is the more beloved of the two challenges? This 
seems to be what is known as a “Medrash Pliah” – a 
Medrash that lacks explanation.  

We may further ask how these two tests are 
comparable at all. It would seem that leaving Charan 
wasn’t even a test to Avrohom.  When Hashem Yisborach 
commanded Avrohom to leave his home and birthplace, 
He promised him that he would bear children once he 
moves to his destination, but in Charan he would have no 
children. Furthermore, we know that Avrohom received 
many more promises from Hashem for more blessings 
once he moves. It would seem it isn’t much a test to travel 
in order to receive these blessings.  

On the other hand, the akeidah definitely was a 
terribly difficult test. Avrohom had dedicated his life to 
teach the ways of Hashem to the masses and to persuade 
them to abandon idol worship. He taught them that He is 
merciful and kind and He does not want them to sacrifice 
their children to Him, as the idol worship requires. Now, 
Hashem Yisborach commanded him to do the opposite of 
his teachings and to sacrifice his own son, the son he 

waited and yearned for so many years and who He 
promised would be his offspring and would bear his 
legacy. This certainly seems like a much harder test than 
leaving Charan was.   

›› The Test Of “Lech Lecha” Was To Accept 
Hashem’s Will With Love         

We can answer these questions by citing the words of 
the Radak, who says that the test of “Lech lecha, go out 
for yourself from your land” was to see if Avrohom would 
accept Hashem’s words with love. He explains: “From 
your land” – It is hard for a person to leave his land where 
he lived for many years, and certainly if he was born there 
and certainly to leave one’s father’s house and one’s 
family to go to an unknown land. Had Hashem said He 
would take him to a better land, it would not have been 
as hard. But He said to go “to a land I will show you”, 
without saying whether it was better or not. Hashem told 
him all of this to show Avrohom’s love. All these things 
are hard for a person, but he accepted to do the will of 
Hashem with love. 

This concept is also seen from the command of 
(Devarim 18:13): “You shall be ‘tamim’, simple, with 
Hashem your G-d.” Rashi explains: “Walk with Him with 
simplicity and hope to Him. Do not worry about the 
future, but accept whatever happens to you with 
simplicity, and then you will be with Him and you will be 
His portion.”    

›› The Test Of The Akeidah Was Also A Test Of 
Avrohom’s Simple Love Of Hashem          

We see from the Gemara that the test of the akeidah 
was also a test of Avrohom’s simple faith in Hashem. The 
Gemara tells us that as Avrohom and Yitzchok were walking 
towards the mountain, the Satan came to them and tried to 
convince Avrohom not to go ahead with the akeidah. He 
tried to convince him that it went against everything he 
himself had preached to the masses. He also tried to 
convince him that Hashem had promised him that Yitzchok 
would bear his legacy and would be his offspring. How could 
he slaughter Yitzchok and thus annul the promise? But 
Avrohom Avinu did not allow himself to be distracted by 
any such calculations. He answered the Satan simply, “I am 
going with simplicity.” This is Hashem’s command and I will 
fulfill it unquestioningly.  

We see that both the test of the akeidah and the test of 
leaving Charan were to see if Avrohom would act with 
unquestioning simplicity in following Hashem’s command. 
Thus, we can now understand the Medrash that the two are 
quite similar and are certainly very comparable.  

We must constantly keep in mind that if we serve 
Hashem with unquestioning simplicity, thinking only about 
how we can fulfill the will of Hashem and not about how we 
can personally gain from our actions, we certainly will merit 
receiving Heavenly blessings for ourselves, our families, and 
for the entire world!  


