
ON DISPLAY
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Chadera is a small, mostly secular city in north 
Israel. When a new bowling alley opened that was 
not shomer Shabbos or kashrus, most people didn't 
care, but the frum community was troubled. They 
tried talking to the owners, writing letters to local 
newspapers, and protesting, but there was no change.
One day, a group of second graders from a Lev 
L'Achim kiruv school came to the bowling alley.  
They bowled for a while, then ate lunch and sang 
Birkas Hamazon together, loudly and clearly, just like 
they did in school.  Many people turned to watch.
 A few days later, Rabbi Benzion Nordman, a Lev 
L'Achim coordinator, got a phone call from the owner 
of the bowling alley.  "A few days ago," she said, "your 
students were here. I was so impressed. They were 
quiet; they ate nicely, and when they finished, they 
sang the blessings with such pride, I started to cry."
 Rabbi Nordman beamed.  What a kiddush Hashem!  
But the story wasn't over. A few months later, the 
woman enrolled her son in the school. She wanted 
him to be like the boys who had come to her bowling 
alley—well-mannered, and proud of his Judaism. 
Eight months later, the bowling alley was closed on 
Shabbos, serving only kosher food during the week. 
What a zechus for those children. Just by doing 
mitzvos the right way, they accomplished what adults 
could not do with letters and protests. According to 
Rav Dessler, this is the meaning of the mitzvah of 
v’halachta b’drachav: emulate Hashem, so that we 
can properly represent Him in this world. Teaching 
by example is more powerful than any lecture or 
speech.  

EVERY MAN COUNTS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Sefer Bamidbar opens with the command to take a census of the eida. 
Each member of the nation must be counted, and become aware that he 
counts. We pass under the staff of the Shepherd, every man counted as an 
independent member of the flock.

Why count in the desert? To prove that the purpose of the census was 
neither economic nor political. Economics and politics are irrelevant in the 
wilderness. Rather, the census was taken for the sake of the Torah: first it 
was given; then it found its resting place in the ohel moed; and now, in Iyar, 
the shevatim are counted for its sake. From now on, they camp encircling the 
Torah, its guardians and keepers.

Eida is a word denoting people who join together for the sake of a common 
cause—i.e., a community. Individuals become a community not through an 
order imposed on them by the outside, but through a shared concern that  
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In the days of the Bais Hamikdash, a person who had survived a 
life-threatening experience—sickness, travel, or imprisonment—
brought a korban todah. Although they could never repay 
Hashem for His kindness, they could express their gratitude.
The truth is, though, that we experience miracles every day. 
Cars speed toward us and turn away just in time. We step safely 
over slippery ground. Hashem is constantly taking care of us, 
even when we don’t notice. We say Mizmor Lesodah every day, 
thanking Him for His constant guidance. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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drives them from within their own hearts.

However, individual men do not form a 
community. The people were counted 
lemishpechosam, for the community consists of 
shevatim, and each shevet consists of families. 
Accordingly, the men are counted according 
to their families, and the families according to 
their tribes. The tribes together form adas bnei 
Yisrael.

This is the uniqueness of Jewish nationalism. 
The nation as a whole is considered one 
house, beis Yisrael, and its members are called 
the children of one man, bnei Yisrael. At the 
same time, however, individual units remain, 
encompassed by a larger whole. This ensures 
that the concept of a Jewish nation does not 
become abstract. We are united by a common 
element, and each of us is an integral part.

Under the influence of this unity, a diverse 
group is nurtured. Each tribe expresses its 
own unique character trait, demonstrating 
that man’s Divine mission is not impeded by 
any particular occupation. V’shamru derech 
Hashem laasos tzedakah u’mishpat does not 
hinge on courage, business acumen, intellect, or 
anything else. Warriors like the tribe of Yehuda, 
merchants like Zevulun, scholars like Yissachar, 
farmers like Asher—are all called upon to fulfill 
a common mission, each through his own way 
of life.

Each tribe, with its uniqueness, and each family, 
with its special qualities, work at one common 
task. They give it form, educate their children to 
it, and pass it on to the next generation. That’s 
why hundreds of thousands of bnei Yisrael 
come not as a disorganized multitude, but 
lemishpechos beis avosam, as families, grouped 
according to their tribes. 

THE ETERNAL PROMISE
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

During the days of Sefiras Haomer, we observe certain mourning practices to 
remind ourselves of the tragic deaths of Rabbi Akiva's 24,000 students.

A pasuk in Koheles seems to be speaking to the farmer: "In the morning, plant 
your seed, and towards evening do not hold back your hand. You do not know 
which one will be better. Perhaps both will be equally good." After plowing the 
field, the farmer would sprinkle handfuls of seeds as he walked up and down the 
furrows. It was tedious work. As the day waned, he would grow tired consider 
stopping. Shlomo Hamelech exhorts: Don't stop! You never know if the crop you 
planted in the morning will be best, or the one that you planted towards evening. 
Perhaps both will be equally good, and you will have a double yield.

Of course, this is a mashal. Rabbi Akiva explains (Yevamos 62b) that the verse 
tells us that if one taught students when he was young, he should continue to 
teach even in his old age. The Gemara then relates the painful story: "Rabbi 
Akiva had 12,000 pairs of students ... and all of them died between Pesach and 
Shavuos. The world was desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to our teachers in the 
South. They were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi Yossi, and 
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. He taught them Torah, and they reestablished it."

What would we expect a rosh yeshivah of 24,000 talmidim to do after the entire 
yeshivah suddenly died? Become depressed, sit in his study, cry, think of the 
good old days? Not Rabbi Akiva! He started all over with five new students. 
From where did he derive such optimism?

I heard the following from my late yedid Rabbi Moshe Rivlin, a”h: If your team is 
losing 15 to 0 in the ninth inning, with two outs and two strikes, things certainly 
look bleak. But if you have a promise from Hashem that you will win, then you 
will. Am Yisrael has such a promise: we are forever, and our Torah is forever. 
Nothing can change that, no matter how the deck is stacked against us. Rabbi 
Akiva knew that thanks to Hashem's eternal promise, Torah learning would 
never disappear.  He set out to start over with the full knowledge that a revival 
would come about through his efforts.

A similar pattern transpired after the Holocaust. The Torah centers of the world 
had been destroyed, their leaders and followers no longer alive. Nevertheless, 
the gedolim of that era did not give up. People such as the Ponevezher Rav, Rav 
Aharon Kotler, Rav Elya Meir Bloch and Rav Mottel Katz had all suffered great 
personal tragedies, but nevertheless began the revival whose fruits we bear 
witness to today. The Torah we accepted at Har Sinai is guaranteed to last for 
eternity.  

CENTRAL AIR

Why is the earth surrounded by gas?

The atmosphere is a layer of air surrounding Earth, and it is an essential part of what makes 
Earth livable. It blocks some of the sun’s dangerous rays from reaching Earth, and also traps heat, 
keeping the earth at a comfortable temperature. The gases it contains are essential for life. While 
all living things on Earth need oxygen, pure oxygen would be harmful. Our atmosphere is made up 
of just the right blend of 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, and small amounts of other gases—in perfect 
proportion for our needs.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)

To receive this newsletter in your inbox each week, send an email to subscribe@animaamin.org


