
 

Lech Lecha 

Avraham – Perfect Emunah 

 

There were ten generations from Adam to Noah. This is to teach us 

the extent of G‑d's tolerance; for all these generations angered Him, 

until He brought upon them the waters of the Flood. There were 

ten generations from Noah to Abraham. This is to teach us the 

extent of G‑d's tolerance; for all these generations angered Him, 

until Abraham came and reaped the reward for them all. (Pirkei 

Avos 5:2-3) 

Adam Harishon, the first man, was the personal handiwork of 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Subsequently for twenty generations 

Mankind took a steady slide down the path of decadence and 

brought Hashem only grief until, as Chazal say, “Avraham Avinu 

came and took the reward of all of them.” 

Now, these generations contained many perfectly righteous 

tzaddikim, such as Chanoch, Methushelach, Noach, Shem and 

Eiver. Moreover, Shem and Eiver were mentors and teachers of 

the holy Avos, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. What was special 

about Avraham that he alone took the reward of all of them? 

With their piercing insight, Chazal pinpoint the difference 

between the Noach and Avraham. It is written: “Noach walked 

with G-d,” whereas Avraham says of himself: “…I walked before 

[G-d]” (Bereishis 17:1, 24:40). Rashi explains the difference 

between these two tzaddikim: “Noach needed help to support 

him. But Avraham Avinu had his own strength and walked in his 

righteousness on his own.” 

In another Chazal we find a dispute regarding the level of Noach's 

righteousness. ֹו ה תּֽ לֶּ יוא ֵ֚ ָ֑ רֹתָּ ָ֖ה ְבֹדּֽ יָּ ים הָּ ִ֥ מ  יק תָּ ִּ֛ יׁש ַצד  ִ֥ ַח א  ַח נֹֹ֗ ת נֹֹ֔ ְלֹדֹ֣ . These are 

the generations of Noah, Noah was a righteous man he was perfect 

in his generations. 

Rashi comments: in his generations: Some of our Sages interpret 

it [the word יו  favorably: How much more so if he had lived [ְבֹדֹרתָּ

in a generation of righteous people, he would have been even more 

righteous. Others interpret it derogatorily: In comparison with his 

generation he was righteous, but if he had been in Abraham’s 

generation, he would not have been considered of any importance. 

— [Sanh. 108a, Gen. Rabbah 30:9, Tan. Noach 5]. According to 

the second opinion even Noach's righteousness could not 

compare to Avraham Avinu. We have no way to picture how holy 

Noach really was, that great prophet in whose merit the entire 

world continued after the Flood; He was the only one with whom 

Hashem found favor to save from the mabul. Yet he still was not 

on par with Avraham. We must try to understand what Chazal 

are telling us about his shortcomings. In what way was Noach 

inferior to Avraham? 

One striking difference stands out. As we related last week, 

Chazal comment that Noach “believed, yet did not believe,” 

(Rashi on Bereishis 7:7). In spite of a clear Nevua from Hashem 

that He was bringing a mabul and in spite of his laboring to build 

this giant ship for 120 years, he couldn’t bring himself to go in 

until the water pushed him in. He believed, but he didn't. Noach 

was labeled a man of small faith. Avraham on the other hand was 

the leader of all the believers. There was no doubt in his mind. 

Of Avraham the Torah testifies: “And he believed in Hashem, and 

it was considered for him to be righteousness” (Bereishis 15:6). 

We say in davening every morning:  

ה ֱאֹלה' הּו֙א  ַאתָּ ּֽ רק ֹ֔ הָּ ֹו  ים ֲאׁשֵֶּ֚ ְמתָּ ְשמָ֖ ים ְוַשִ֥ ָ֑ ּור ַכְשד  אֹ֣ ֹו מ  אתָ֖ ֹוצ  ם ְוהּֽ ֙ ְבַאְברָֹּ֔ ְרתָּ ַח֙ בָּ
ם ּֽ הָּ יך   ַאְברָּ נֶּ ן ְלפָּ ֹ֣ ֱּֽאמָּ בֹוֹ֘ נֶּ ת־ְלבָּ אתָּ אֶּ ֹ֣ צָּ   .ּומָּ

You are the Lord G-d, Who chose Avram, took him out of Ur 

Chasdim and made his name Avraham. And You found his heart 

faithful before You (Nechemia 9:7-8). 

Rav Yerucham, Mashgiach of pre-WWII Mir in Europe (Daas 

Torah Parshas Noach) delves into the dichotomy between these 

two tzaddikim. 

A basic principle of emunah is that there are many levels. When 

Moshe Rabbeinu approached Klal Yisroel in Mitzrayim and 

informed them that Hashem was about to redeem them the 

possuk states, "And the people believed, and they heard that the 

Lord had remembered the children of Israel and that He saw their 

affliction, and they kneeled and prostrated themselves." They 

believed.  

Yet afterwards at Krias Yam Suf we again find that the nation 

believed, "And Yisroel saw the great hand, which the Lord had 

used upon the Egyptians… and they believed in the Lord and in 

Moshe, His servant." Why did they have to believe again? Didn't 

they already believe in Mitzrayim? 

Rav Yisroel Salanter once explained that there are many levels of 

belief. If a person comes to you for a loan and he gives you a 

reference. This reference tesitifies, "Shmuel? He so trustworthy, 

you can trust him with anything." Based on that backing you'd be 

willing to lend him a hundred dollars. After all he's a trustworthy 

fellow. But if Shmuel would later come and request a $50,000 

loan, you'd think twice and require some better references and 

some security. What happened? Wasn't he trustworthy before? 

Yes, but before you were in the category of believe and yet not 

believe. You trusted him, but you didn't trust him. It was a 

limited faith. In order to have full faith you need certainty. Only 

if he's certainly trustworthy would you be willing to loan him 

such a large sum of money. It would have to be trustworthiness 

that's in the bag.  

When Klal Yisroel were in Mitzrayim, they believed. But there 

was some lingering of doubt within them. Only when they 

walked through the Yam Suf did they gain perfect emunah; it was 

in the bag. 

Avraham was childless. And he understood the reality of the 

situation: it was impossible for him to have a child. Moreover, he 

was an expert in reading the stars, and he saw that his Mazal was 

childless. It was hopeless. This bothered him to the core because 

his deepest desire was to have progeny that would carry on his 

life's work of spreading the name of Hashem throughout the 

world. Who would carry on his mission? 



 

Then Hashem came to him in the Bris Bein Habesarim and 

informed him, And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, 

saying, "but the one who will spring from your innards-he will 

inherit you." And He took him outside, and He said, "Please look 

heavenward and count the stars, if you are able to count them." 

And He said to him, "So will be your seed" (Bereishis 14:4-5). 

Upon hearing this unbelievable prophecy he immediately 

believed, And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him 

as righteousness.  

Rashi comments: The Holy One, blessed be He, accounted it to 

Abram as a merit and as righteousness for the faith that he 

believed in Him (Targum Jonathan). 

Many tzaddikim put their faith in Hashem. But Avraham's faith 

was of a different caliber, it was in the bag. In spite of knowing 

that having a child was naturally impossible, and in spite of 

having seen in the stars that his Mazal was to remain childless, 

yet when He heard Hashem's Nevua he immediately believed it, 

totally and fully, with absolutely no hesitations, no internal 

doubts. This was such an accomplishment that Hashem looked 

at it as righteousness, it was almost a superhuman feat. 

Noach was a righteous man, and he was perfect in his 

generations. He was commanded directly by Hashem to enter the 

teyva. Yet he couldn't bring himself to go in until the water 

pushed him in. He is labeled a man of small faith. We're not 

talking about emunah of the sort we find today. It's not possible 

that a true Navi should not believe in Hashem. Chas v'shalom. 

Noach was a perfect tzaddik. And even his emunah was of a very 

lofty level. But it was imperfect. He believed, and yet there was a 

part of him that didn't believe. He harbored deep hidden doubts. 

Avraham Avinu was a man of perfect belief. His emunah was 

total and whole. When told to listen to Sarah and send Hagar 

away with his son Yishmael, Hashem said to Avraham, "Be not 

displeased concerning the lad and concerning your handmaid; 

whatever Sarah tells you, hearken to her voice, for in Yitzchak 

will be called your seed" (21:12). He believed this totally and 

suppressed his natural love towards his son Yishmael and sent 

him away. He fully believed that only Yitzchak, his son from 

Sarah, would be his progeny, as promised by the Almighty.  

The gemara in Sota (48b) also discusses levels of emunah. "Rebbi 

Eliezer Hagadol said that anyone who has bread in his basket and 

worries 'what will I eat tomorrow?' is a person of small faith." 

True according to the laws of hishtadlus a person has to work in 

order to put bread on the table today, "and the Lord, your G-d, 

will bless you in all that you shall do" (Devorim 15:18). You have 

to do. But don't be worried about tomorrow! And if you are 

worried, you are a man of small faith. This doesn't mean that you 

don't believe at all, Heaven forbid. Rather if your emunah and 

bitachon regarding tomorrow isn't in the basket just like today's 

bread, then your bitachon is flawed and deficient. You haven't 

yet arrived at perfection. You are a person of small emunah. This 

is the meaning of what we say in Slichos (for Thursday)  אנשי

 Men of emunah are gone." We have lost those "אמנה אבדו

tzaddikim whose emunah was so strong it was in the bag. 

The Power of Emunah 

It states in Mishlei (18:14): 

A man's spirit will sustain his illness, but 

a broken spirit-who will bear it? 
  

הּו  ָ֑ ל ַמֲחל  ֹ֣ יׁש ְיַכְלכ  ּוַח־אָ֖  רּֽ
ה: נָּ ּֽ אֶּ שָּ י י  ֹ֣ ה מ  אָֹּ֗ כ  ּוַח ְנְ֜  ְורִ֥

 The Vilna Gaon zt"l explains, "When a person is always happy, 

he will be able to overcome his sickness. Even if he will become 

ill, chas veshalom, he will annul it with his joy. But when 

someone is depressed, who can sustain it?" Happy and positive 

thoughts are helpful for parnassah, for health, and for all one's 

needs.  

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin toiled his entire life to acquire perfection 

in emunah. He began his career of perfection in emunah in his 

youth, after he was hospitalized for a long period in a Lithuanian 

sanatorium. Before leaving the hospital, he asked the chief 

doctor, “Is there any remedy that the doctors are certain of?” 

During his stay in the infirmary, he saw that the doctors were 

uncertain, and they debated over many issues. Rebbe Moshe 

Kobriner asked this big doctor whether there was anything at all 

in the field of medicine that was definite. The doctor replied, 

“There is one thing that we are certain about. The patient's trust 

that he will become better and his happy thoughts are very 

instrumental for his recovery.” It was at that moment that Rebbe 

Moshe Kobriner understood the importance of emunah and 

bitachon, and from then on he made it his life's goal, until he 

reached extremely high levels of emunah and bitachon. 

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin said that although in general one 

shouldn’t speak about levels that are beyond him, when it comes 

to emunah it is commendable to speak words of emunah, even 

when he hasn’t attained this level of awareness yet. It is written, 

“he'amanti ki adabeir - I believe because I speak”; through 

speaking about emunah, one acquires emunah. When Rebbe 

Moshe Kobriner was on his deathbed, he said, “Now that I am at 

my end of my life, I will tell you what I never told you before. I 

can swear that I believe that when a person moves a finger, or 

when the eyes move, it is only with Hashem’s strength.” Anyone 

can say these words, but he acquired a clear awareness that this 

was truly so. The Rebbe of Kobrin would say that what we daven 

on Shabbos morning, “keil adon al kol hamaasim” (Hashem is in 

charge of everything that happens) is the answer to all questions. 

The Yismach Yisrael of Alexander zt"l (in his younger years) was 

visiting Warsaw, where he spent most of his time studying 

diligently and fervently in one of the Chassidic batei midrashim 

of the city. The scholars of the beis medresh immensely enjoyed 

his presence, because he would often speak with them in all areas 

of the Torah. One day, the Yismach Yisrael was noticeably happy 

and excited about a shtickle Torah he read. He paced the beis 

midrash in deep concentration and fiery excitement, as he 

reviewed it. Later on that day, the chassidim were eating a meal 

together and someone asked him, "What vort did you see that 

excited you so much?" He repeated an idea he read from Rebbe 

Moshe of Kobrin zt"l: It is written,  ֶּיךו ּֽ יבֹותֶּ ּונְָּתךֹ֗ ְסב  ֱאמּֽ  (Tehillim 

89:9). This can be translated, "When one has emunah, it is like 

he is hugging, so to speak, Hashem." In Yiddish, the words of 

Rebbe Moshe Kobriner are, ארום מיט אמונה נעמט מען דיר  "with 

emunah, we are surrounded by your embrace". 

Wishing you a Gut Shabbos! 
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