
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

“HOD”-THE GLORY INSIDE                                                                                                                               

By Rabbi Dov Keilson 

Chanukah 5776/ No. 86 

 
 As we approach the very special Shabbos of 

Shabbos Chanukah, let us try to appreciate the depth and 

significance behind these most glorious days. 

  Last year Be’H I was zoche to hear the following 

inspiring thought from Rav Binyomin Eisenberger Shlita: 

There are three levels of beauty in this world;  

 The first level is outer beauty that has nothing 

underneath; when the outside is magnificent, appealing and 

attractive, but the inside has nothing at all. That is 

expressed in the words “Sheker Hachain Vihevel Hayofi - 

False is charm and vain is beauty.” The outer appearance 

seems to hint at inner depth, yet in truth, there is nothing of 

value within. It is a total misrepresentation. This is called 

false beauty.  

The second level occurs when outer beauty is an 

expression of an inner grace. Here, the exterior is a true 

reflection of that which is inside. This category is called 

true beauty.  

The third and highest level is when external 

beauty might be present, but the value of what is inside far 

exceeds the outside. Like a lovely box containing a 

diamond, the value of the outer container pales in 

comparison to what is inside. This third category of beauty 

is referred to as “Hod”. 

The Greeks idolized the first level of beauty: For 

them, worth was found in the packaging alone. {This 

extreme focus on externals is highly prevalent in our own 

world, and it is seen in nearly every facet of modern 

American life as well}. We can see one small example of 

this in the juxtaposition of the timing of Chanukah with 

their chief Holiday. If one would ask which is more 

beautiful? Bright, flashing electric lights or humble oil 

candles, the answer is the lights. But study those blinking 

lights up close and they have nothing to offer but their 

phosphorescent gleam. {Study a flame, however, and you 

discover layers of beauty, and secrets of creation}. This is 

“Hod”. Beauty that goes far deeper than outer appearances. 

The focus in Yiddishkeit is on this inner beauty. The 

packaging on the outside is overwhelmed by the immense 

value found inside.  

It is true that we cover what is valuable with 

something beautiful. This is done both to reveal and to 

protect what is inside. Thus we cover our challos, our sifrei 

Torah, our esrogim with beautiful tapestries and cases. But 

who would ever consider that the mantel is more 

intrinsically important than the Torah which it conceals?  

The word Maccabee stands for the four words 

“Mi Kamocha Ba’ailim Hashem Who is like you amongst 

strong ones Hashem?” The Gemara in Meseches Gitten 

explains that the word “Ba’ailim – strong ones” alludes to 

the word “Ilmim – mute ones”. Beyond Hashem’s greatness 

in what He does, we see His greatness even more from 

what He holds back from doing, ie, the way He remains 

quiet (mute) even when people are r’l doing wrong, or 

Hashem Yerachaim, bringing blasphemy to His name. 

Rav Eisenberger, brought another idea that this 

derasha of Chazal is teaching us. The greatness of 

Yiddishkeit and serving Hashem cannot be seen on the 

outside. Rather, it is the greatness seen through the mutism. 

Yiddishkeit can not be sold through flashy advertising 

because it is something that has to be experienced from the 

inside. “Taamu ur’u ki tov Hashem”, Taste and see for 

yourself that Hashem is good”. The depth of the joy and 

fulfillment of Yiddishkeit is something a person has to see 

and taste for himself, as it is all about the “pnim” the inside.  

  

Chanukah represents this “mutism” of Yidishkeit. 

This is one of the deeper meanings of the name of the 

Maccabees. The greatness of what you cannot see.  

The learning of Torah and fulfillment of Mitzvos 

are the source of the ultimate joy, but this joy is felt in the 

Neshama, it is inside. The word for oil - shemen, has the 

same Hebrew letters as the word Neshama.  We are taught 

as well that “ner elokim nishmat adam” “the candle of 

Hashem is the soul of man”– the candle too represents the 

neshama of a person. Like a flame, a person’s soul burns 

with an inner light that is real and eternal. 

Rav Eisenberger concludes beautifully: Yavan 

represents appreciation and development of outer beauty. 

Their primary focus was on pleasure and entertainment. 

Yiddishkeit, lihavdil, aims for true happiness, which is 

cultivated on the inside.  

Years ago the pleasures of today did not exist. 

There was no indoor plumbing, no heated homes, no 

coffee. Yet paradoxically, people were much more able to 

achieve happiness. Even the secular world of yesteryear 

strove for lives of meaning. Today, we sacrifice happiness 

to the pursuit of fleeting pleasures and creature comforts. 

Happiness is not built through transitory experiences such 

as riding roller coasters or indulging in food fests. Rather it 

is cultivated deep within a person, through the pursuit of 

what is everlasting – Torah, Tefillah and Chessed.  

That is the essence of “Hod”, and the essence of 

the victory of the maccabim over the yevanim. May we be 

zocheh to aspire to true happiness, and through our efforts, 

merit witnessing the ultimate joy …BSD   

 

                                           
 

Divrei Torah and Mussar on the Yomim Tovim             

   AAAllliiiyyyooosss   RRReeefffoooeeelll   ZZZeeevvv   


