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Dvar Torah 
“And these are the judgments that you shall place before them” 

How the Dayonim rule down here corresponds to the same order as the light above

The holy Apta Rav teaches in 
heavenly sphere, and that it operates according to its comparable heavenly world 
same bright, refined divine lights. Our lowly world also operates according to these same 
principles, which are then clothed in the 
the root source of the mitzvos is contained in the secrets of those supernal lights. Each detail of 
each mitzva thus corresponds to different lofty worlds and divine lights, all operating 
according to a specific order. Just as there is an order above, there is a corresponding order in 
the world below. 

The holy members of the 
Lishkas HaGozis, were all wise sages and holy 
them, they were able to discern through their holy understanding just how the case 
corresponded to the supernal rules and order in its root source. Therefore, their rulings and 
judgments here on earth precisely fulfilled these supernal laws. H
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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“And these are the judgments that you shall place before them” (21:1). 
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sins, no one today understands these secrets anymore as they once did. 

However, explains the Ohev Yisrael, when a Dayan today is filled with Yiras Shomayim 
(fear of Heaven), when he is humble and bends before Hashem, placing his fear of G-d before 
him when he sits down to rule, attempting to arrive at truth in his decision, then a decision is 
sent to him, and divine wisdom – chochma –descends upon him from Hashem to aid him in 
ruling and judging cases with bina and daas (insight and knowledge) to rule correctly, in such 
away that the judgments should correspond to their heavenly counterparts. 

This is why the Targum of our pasuk, “And these are the judgments that you shall place 
before them” is: “And these are the laws that you should arrange in order before them”; the 
rulings of cases down here should correspond to the divine order of judgments in the same 
details and order, each judgment and mitzva corresponding to its counterpart on high. This is 
what “before them” means; kadmayhon: on high, these rulings have a corresponding heavenly 
source that preceded the earthly judgments. Kadmayhon (“before them”) refers to Whom they 
must have in mind is sitting before them; when they sit in judgment, the Dayonim must be 
conscious of the Divine Presence of Hashem, before Whom they are sitting, and this will guide 
them to rule appropriately and correctly in the best manner. 

n 

Bribery Even Blinds the Eyes of the Tzaddikim 

“Because bribery blinds the wise and distorts the words of the Tzaddikim” (23:8). 

Rav Yitzchok Isaac of Komarna writes (Heichal HaBerocha Mishpotim 2:4) that according 
to our Sages in Kesubos 105a, even a complete Tzaddik who takes a bribe will be blinded. 
However, this statement is wondrous and strange indeed, says the Komarna. How can 
someone who takes bribes be called a complete Tzaddik?! The answer to this, explains the 
Komarner, can be understood based on the following true story about the Apta Rav, Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel, mechaber of Ohev Yisrael: 

In his younger days, Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel was Rav in Kolbasof and served 
as a Dayan in the rabbinical court of that city and its environs. He once sat with two other 
judges to rule on a matter of some importance, when the other two had accepted a bribe to 
rule in favor of one of the litigants in the case. They tried to rule on this matter in favor of the 
man who had bribed them but the Ohev Yisrael kept insisting that their judgment was 
incorrect and inconsistent with the Halocha. The other Dayonim advised this man to bribe the 
Ohev Yisrael as well. The litigant, however, realized that it would not work because the Ohev 
Yisrael was a Tzaddik and would never accept a bribe from him directly. 

They gave the litigant an idea – to place the bribe money secretly into the pockets of 
his Rosh Chodesh bekeshe, the long fine satin coat he wore in honor of Rosh Chodesh. The man 
filled the Rav’s pockets with gold and no one knew. When the Rav sat in judgment, he was 
amazed that all of a sudden he began to hear the “truth” in their arguments and that their 
previously false and skewed judgments now sounded correct to him. However, he knew it 
was wrong and so he kept pushing off ruling on the matter. The Ohev Yisrael was confused 
how his judgments could be so perverted and clouded as to agree to something he knew in 
his heart to be wrong and against the Halocha. 

Then came Rosh Chodesh. When he went to put on his garments, he felt them to be 
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unusually heavy. The Ohev Yisrael was dumbfounded when he placed his hands in his 
pockets and discovered them to be full of gold coins. He questioned his household and found 
out that the litigant had been spotted visiting his rooms. He realized that he must have been 
secretly bribed! Now he understood why his previous judgments were being perverted and 
how his mind was being distorted by the bribe that he had unknowingly received! He 
summoned the litigant and the latter admitted to his attempt to bribe the Rav. Immediately, 
the Rav handed him back the bribe money and removed himself from the case.  

Now, said the Ohev Yisrael, I understand the pasuk that says bribes “distort the words 
of Tzaddikim”. Even a complete Tzaddik who accepts a bribe unknowingly will have his words 
and judgments distorted! 

nn 

 

 

 

 

“And these are the judgments” 

The Noam Elimelech cites Rashi’s commentary on our pasuk: Why does the Parsha of the 
Dayonim follow immediately after the Parsha of the mizbei’ach (altar)? To teach you that the 
Sanhedrin should be adjacent to the altar. 

The Noam Elimelech explains Rashi as follows: Regarding the altar it says (20:23), Velo 
saaleh bemaalos – “Do not climb on stairs to reach My altar”. The Rebbe Reb Melech sees this 
statement as the Torah’s hint teaching us the ways of teshuva. When the Bais HaMikdosh was 
standing, we achieved kappora (atonement) through sacrifices on the altar. Now, however, 
due to our numerous sins, we have no altar any longer, and our Torah study atones for us 
instead. This is based on Chazal’s statement in Vayikra Rabba 25:1 that whoever is accustomed 
to study one page, [when he does teshuva to atone for past misconduct] should study instead 
two pages”, showing that nowadays the Torah is in place of the altar to atone for us, just as 
the offerings on the mizbei’ach used to. 

The pasuk there (20:23) said, Velo saaleh bemaalos – “Do not climb on stairs to reach My 
altar”. This, explains the Noam Elimelech, means that when you wish to climb to reach the 
altar, when you wish to atone for your sins and misdeeds, do not imagine that you have any 
virtues or good deeds – any maalos. Do not attempt to climb up either; do not think you can 
act lofty and high like the Tzaddikim who rise to spiritual heights called madreigos. Rather, you 
should be meek and humble. “Then you will not reveal your nakedness” – you will not be left 
exposed, ashamed of your lacks and misconduct, because if you attempt to climb the spiritual 
rungs to reach heights that are too high for you, you will end up exposed as a fraud, 
embarrassed and ashamed of your failures. 

We can now reread Rashi as follows: Whoever judges true judgment becomes a partner 
in Creation. Surely whoever fulfills all the laws and Halochos properly is as an altar of 
atonement to protect. This is what Rashi means by placing the Sanhedrin adjacent to the altar: 
see to it that they conduct themselves as we just explained, that they should then act as an 
atoning altar. May Hashem the Merciful forgive and atone for our sins and all the sins of Klal 
Yisrael, Amen. 

 

 
Shabbos Noam Haneshomos – Noam Elimelech 
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“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

When Moshiach Comes, We Will Pasken Halocha Like the Ohr HaChaim 

Once, the Chassid Rav Nachum Taub Shochet of Teverya visited the Frankfurter Rav 
and complained how much it bothered him that regarding the laws of shechita, the rulings in 
Halocha do not follow the opinions of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh in his sefer Pri To’ar on Yoreh 
De’a. The Frankfurter Rav stood up and declared, “It is possible that this is similar to the 
controversy in Halocha between the rulings of Bais Hillel and Bais Shammai, and that when 
Moshiach comes we will in fact pasken Halocha according to the opinion in the Pri To’ar!” (Di 
Berocha In Shtib, Year 5 Vol. 9, #22) 

n 

The Great Zechus of the Ohr HaChaim’s Sefer That he Printed Himself 

Once, someone gave the Satmar Rav, Rav Yoel Teitelbaum zt”l, a rare gift: a copy of the 
first printing of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh. When he was presented with this special gift he 
rose from his seat and grasped the volume, holding it close to his heart in deep dveikus and 
rapture. He stood in this manner for about half an hour, and then declared just how great was 
the zechus (merit) to be able just to hold a sefer which the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh had himself 
been personally involved in printing and distributing. (Ner HaMaaravi, page 584) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 
The Wicked Burn and Damage Everyone – and Hashem Punishes Them 

“If a fire goes forth and finds thorns and a stack of grain or a standing crop or a field is 
consumed, the one who set the fire shall surely pay for the damage” (22:5). 

The Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh teaches us that this pasuk hints at the price we pay for the 
misdeeds of the resho’im: 

In order to awaken us from our mind’s slumber and stupor and to get us to realize the 
extent of the damage that the wicked inflict upon us [so that we do teshuva and avoid them 
and their sins], the Torah teaches us that the wicked not only cause damage and distress to 
themselves and their immediate vicinity, but they also bring evil upon the entire world! 

“If a fire goes forth” – all forms of tzoros – disasters and calamities – are called “fires”, 
as we see from the angel Gavriel (Yoma 77a), who summoned fire from among the cherubs. 
This is a form of increase in judgments. “And it finds thorns” – “thorns” refer to the resho’im, 
who are nothing but scratching thorns that pain us. The wicked have no master, for Hashem 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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the Master has given up His claim over them and hidden His face from them, so that whoever 
finds them can attack them and do what they will to them. 

The pasuk now hints that once the fire spreads, not only does it burn the wicked, it 
spreads and burns the grain and the crops. “Grain” alludes to the young cheder boys – the 
tinokos shel beis rabbon – who are not yet old enough to stand up like crops do; they are the 
first to be implicated and, due to sins, they too are caught up in the troubles of the world. 
Then the fire spreads to the “crops” and they are burned; then the sword is placed on the 
necks of the leaders and they are sacrificed for the good of the generation, and the Tzaddikim 
suffer for the sins of the general populace. They are known as kama – “crops”, because the 
Tzaddikim are compared to tall, standing date palms as in Shir HaShirim 7:8: Zos komosech 
domsa leTamar, and Tzaddikim are as date palms, as in Tehillim 92:13: Tzaddik katamar yifroch – 
“a Tzaddik shall flourish like a date palm. Sometimes the sins are so great that the fire spreads 
even further and is not satiated by consuming the Tzaddikim; it attacks the general populace, 
hinted at by the field – implying Klal Yisrael – the general populace, and then the cheder boys 
and the Tzaddikim are not sufficient to save the generation. Then Hashem will attack and 
avenge Himself on those wicked ones who are the cause of the demise of the young children 
and the Tzaddikim, as it says, “He who sets the blaze shall pay for the damage and make 
restitution” – those thorns who are the wicked will have to pay dearly for all the death, 
damage and destruction that they caused to spread like wildfires.  

Now the pasuk emphasizes the payment of restitution for damages by repeating the 
phrase shalem yeshalem – “he shall surely pay”. This refers to the yetzer hora, for it is the one 
that sets the blaze; it sets the hearts of the wicked aflame, ignites the spark and pushes them 
to transgress and do evil. So not only will Hashem punish the wicked, He will also punish the 
evil yetzer hora that causes them to sin, as it says in Sukka 52a that in the future, Hashem will 
judge the wicked yetzer and slaughter it. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
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tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ַרֲחִמי%!ְ  ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/  יִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ___________
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 30th of Shevat ~ Begins 
� Rav Menachem Mendel 

talmidim of the Gra. He was known as an expert in 

Yisrael in 1808, (5587/1827);

� Rav Moshe of Zaloshin, mechaber

(1788–1831). In 1815, he was appointed leader of the 

(5591/1831); 

� Rav Shmuel Abba of Horodenka [Horedneka], son of Rav Boruch of Vizhnitz, the 

Boruch. The town of Horodenka sits on the Dneister River some thirty miles from 

Chernovtsy, in the shadows of the Carpathian Mountains. Kiev is 250 miles northeast of 

Horodenka and Lviv (Lemberg) is 110 miles to the northwest. This area was also known as 

Galicia when under Austro

middle of the seventeenth century. According to the census of 1765, there were 863 Jewish 

families in Horodenka. According to data from 1890, 4340 of the 11,162 inhabitants of the 

town and seven of the eighteen members of the municipal council were Jews. 

the nineteenth century, a local 
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of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ הַ ל עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS YISRO 
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Feb 25th) 
 ben Rav Boruch Bendet of Shklov, one of the most famous 

. He was known as an expert in Kabbola, and immigrated to 

Yisrael in 1808, (5587/1827); 

mechaber of Mishpat Tzedek, Tikkun Shabbos 

1815, he was appointed leader of the Chassidic community in Zaloshin, 

of Horodenka [Horedneka], son of Rav Boruch of Vizhnitz, the 

. The town of Horodenka sits on the Dneister River some thirty miles from 

, in the shadows of the Carpathian Mountains. Kiev is 250 miles northeast of 

Horodenka and Lviv (Lemberg) is 110 miles to the northwest. This area was also known as 

Galicia when under Austro-Hungarian rule. Jews first settled there under Polish rule in the

middle of the seventeenth century. According to the census of 1765, there were 863 Jewish 

families in Horodenka. According to data from 1890, 4340 of the 11,162 inhabitants of the 

town and seven of the eighteen members of the municipal council were Jews. 

the nineteenth century, a local Bnei Tzion society had been founded, which by 1897 

. Bulgaria was a part of the 
is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
___. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Bendet of Shklov, one of the most famous 

, and immigrated to Eretz 

 and Geulas Yisrael 

community in Zaloshin, 

of Horodenka [Horedneka], son of Rav Boruch of Vizhnitz, the Imrei 

. The town of Horodenka sits on the Dneister River some thirty miles from 

, in the shadows of the Carpathian Mountains. Kiev is 250 miles northeast of 

Horodenka and Lviv (Lemberg) is 110 miles to the northwest. This area was also known as 

Hungarian rule. Jews first settled there under Polish rule in the 

middle of the seventeenth century. According to the census of 1765, there were 863 Jewish 

families in Horodenka. According to data from 1890, 4340 of the 11,162 inhabitants of the 

town and seven of the eighteen members of the municipal council were Jews. By the end of 

society had been founded, which by 1897 
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consisted of about 150 members, (5655/1895); 

� Rav Yerucham Fishel Perla, (1846–1934). Born in Warsaw in 1846, Rav Yerucham Fishel 

studied under Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin in Lomza and under Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi 

Soloveitchik. While still young, he was offered prestigious rabbinates, including in Lublin 

and Cracow, but he turned them down in order to continue his studies. He is known for his 

encyclopedic commentary to the Sefer HaMitzvos by Rav Saadia Gaon, (5694/1934). 

� 1st of Adar ~ Begins Sunday Night (Feb 26th) 
� Rav Avrohom Ibn Ezra (1089–1164), born in Tudela during the height of Spain’s Golden 

Age. There, he established a close friendship with Rav Yehuda HaLevi. Three of his uncles 

were ministers in the royal palace. He moved to Toledo, during the benevolent rule of King 

Alfonso VI. After the king died, however, the anti-Semitic masses began to harass the Jews, 

so he headed south to Muslim Spain – to Granada, Cordova and Lucena. In 1148, the 

barbaric Almohades overran Morocco and continued into Spain. He was forced to flee to 

Rome, Provence and Rhodes (where he befriended Rabbeinu Tam and other grandsons of 

Rashi, as well as the Rosh). He traveled to Egypt and learned with the Rambam. He wrote a 

commentary on the Torah and Novi, based in large part on Hebrew grammar. He also wrote 

dozens of books on astronomy, astrology and mathematics. Some of the famous poems 

written by Ibn Ezra are Tzom’a Nafshi L’Elokim L’Kel Chai...” and Ki Esh’mera Shabbos. It 

is said that he determined through his astrology the exact date of his petira and did not 

deviate or despair because of this information, (4924/1164); 

� Rav Shabsai HaKohen Katz (Shach), mechaber of Sifsei Kohen, recognized as one of the 

most basic and authoritative commentaries on the Shulchon Aruch (1622–1663). Born in 

Vilna, he learned in Tyktizin, Cracow and Lublin. He married a great-granddaughter of the 

Rema. In 1648, the communities of Russian Poland were devastated by Chmielnicki, and 

Rav Shabsai HaKohen was among the sufferers. He authored selichos in tragic memory of 

the events. He was niftar at the age of forty-one in Holleschau, Germany, having completed 

his commentary to two of the four sections of the Shulchon Aruch, Yoreh De’ah (at age 

twenty-four) and Choshen Mishpot. Among his other works are Sefer Ha’Aruch on the Tur, 

Poel Tzedek on the 613 mitzvos, and Gevuros Anoshim, on cases in which a wife can legally 

compel her husband to give her a get (divorce document), (5423/1663); 

� Rav Azariya Figu (Figo) of Venice (1579–1647). Mechaber of Bina La’itim and Gidulei 

Teruma, (5407/1647); 

� Rav Emanuel Chai Riki, (1688–1743), mekubol and mechaber of Mishnas Chassidim. He 

received semicha from Rav Chaim Abulafia in Tzefas. He is buried in Zento, Italy. He wrote 

a commentary on Tehillim entitled Chozeh Tzion, and Yosher Leivov, (5503/1743); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov, leader of the aliya of the followers of the Vilna Gaon 

to Eretz Yisrael. This is significant because of the many minhagei Yerushalayim that were 

established by that Ashkenazi community. His leading talmid, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver 

Wildmann (1789–1853), perceived that the obscurity of the kabbalistic system was a major 

factor in the flight of students and thinkers from Torah to science, secular philosophy and 

atheism. In Pischei She’orim, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver vindicates Kabbola against its 

detractors, showing that behind its metaphors lies the only system with the power to provide 

satisfying answers to man’s deepest questions about the meaning and purpose of the 

universe, (5587/1827); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir of Zinkov, son of the Apta Rav, (5615/1855); 

� Rav Boruch Halberstam of Gorlitz, (1830–1906), born in Rudnick, Poland, to the second 



8 � Mishpatim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

wife of Rav Chaim of Sanz. At age fourteen, he married Pessel, the daughter of Rav 

Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum, the Yetev Lev of Sighet. In his early thirties, he was appointed 

Rav of Rudnick, and later Rav of Gorlitz. In 1886, after his wife’s passing, he married Leah, 

a granddaughter of the Bnei Yissoschor, (5666/1906); 

� Rav Uri Yalas of Sambur, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Yosef Tzvi Kalisch of Skrenevitz, (5717/1957); 

� Rav Boruch Rosenberg, Rosh Yeshiva of Kenesses Yisrael, Slabodka, in Bnei Brak, (1924–

2004). Born in Moholiev, Russia, to Rav Gershon Chanoch Rosenberg, whose father, Rav 

Michel Yechiel Rosenberg, was one of Rav Chaim Brisker’s chavrusos. In his teens, Rav 

Boruch attended Mir, where he became close to Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz and Rav Yechezkel 

Levenstein. During World War II, Rav Boruch went to Vilna, and then to Shanghai with the 

Yeshiva. In 1950, he continued his studies in Mir Yerushalayim. The year after his chasuna, 

he accepted an invitation to be Maggid Shiur at the Slabodka Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, where 

he stayed for fifty years, (5764/2004); 

� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Eichenstein, the Kiviashder Rav of Forest Hills, Queens (1913–2004). 

Born in Kashau, Czechoslovakia, to Rav Meir, the Zhidichov Rav of Kashau. As a youth, he 

learned under the Kashauer Rav, Rav Shaul Brach. Upon his marriage, he replaced his 

father-in-law (who had moved away) as Rav of Kishiavd and established a Yeshiva. He 

stayed for six years, until the Nazis arrived in 1944. The Rav was sent to Auschwitz and 

Bergen-Belsen, where he lost his parents, his wife, and his three young children. Despite his 

nisyonos, he spent his time infusing others with chizuk. Following the war, he married his 

wife’s younger sister, established a Bais Din to be matir (release) hundreds of agunos 

(women whose husbands have vanished and may not remarry), and arranged for the 

education of many orphans. He moved to America and settled in Queens in 1950. In 1953, 

under the auspices of the Satmar Rav, he established the Central Rabbinical Council of the 

United States and Canada; 

� Rav Simcha Bunim Waldenberg, only son of Rav Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg (the Tzitz 

Eliezer), Rav of the Ezras Torah neighborhood of Yerushalayim and of the Bais Yisrael Bais 

Medrash for over thirty years, (5697–5765/1937–2005 – Adar II). 

� 2nd of Adar ~ Begins Monday Night (Feb 27th) 
� Rav Meir Paprish, the Ohr Tzaddikim, (1624–1662). At the young age of thirteen, Rav 

Meir began learning Kabbola as a talmid of Rav Yaakov Tzemach, who studied under Rav 

Shmuel Vital, the son of Rav Chaim Vital, (5422/1662); 

� Rav Dovid ben Moshe Madjar of Yerushalayim, mechaber of Chessed Dovid, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Yom Tov Algazi, the Maharit Algazi (1727–1802), one of the main students of the 

famed mekubol, Rav Sholom Sharabi. Stemming from a long line of great Torah sages 

originating in Spain, his father, Rav Yisrael Yaakov, was Av Bais Din in Izmir, Turkey, for 

over forty years before being appointed Rishon LeTzion in Yerushalayim. Rav Yom Tov was 

born in Izmir, and studied together with Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai (the Chida) as a 

youth. In 1758, he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Neveh Sholom. In 1782, after the petira 

of Rav Sholom Sharabi, Rav Yom Tov was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Keil and served 

as Rishon LeTzion following the petira of Rav Refoel Meyuchas. He left behind a legacy of 

piskei halocha: Shu”t Simchas Yom Tov, Hilchos Yom Tov, and Kedushas Yom Tov. He left 

one son (Rav Yaakov) and three daughters, (5562/1802); 

� Rav Aharon HaGodol of Premishlan, son of Rav Meir the Great and talmid of Rav Yechiel 

Michel of Zlotschov, (5573/1813); 
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� Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu Grunwald of Pupa, the Vayaged Yaakov, son of Rav Moshe 

Grunwald, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Chust, and mechaber of several works, each entitled 

Arugas HaBosem. Rav Moshe’s brother, Rav Eliezer Dovid Grunwald, known as the Keren 

Le’Dovid, also headed an important Yeshiva. Although Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s father 

was not born into a Chassidic family, he had gravitated toward the Shiniva and Belzer 

Rebbes and had taken his son on his many visits to those Rebbes. Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu 

studied under his father until his marriage. In 1929, Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu was chosen 

as Rav of Pupa, Hungary. He established a Yeshiva there, which soon numbered three 

hundred students. Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s son, Rav Yosef Grunwald, succeeded his 

father, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz (1891–1965), Av Bais Din of Tiktin, Rosh Yeshiva Mir-U.S. 

He was a talmid of Slobodka, a Rav of Rakov, and a close friend of Rav Chaim Ozer 

Grodzinski of Vilna. He was also the founder and head of a kollel, and a leader of Agudas 

Yisrael of Poland. After World War I, the Mirrer Yeshiva appointed him as its president. His 

wife’s grandfather was Rav Betzalel HaKohen, a Dayan in Vilna and mechaber of Mareh 

Kohen. At the beginning of World War II the Rav and his family reached the United States, 

while his beloved Mirrer Yeshiva escaped from Mir to Vilna, to avoid Soviet persecution. 

During the War, the Rav was one of the leading personalities of the Va’ad Hatzola, 

(5724/1964); 

� Rav Yisrael Alter, the Bais Yisrael of Ger (1895–1977). The third son of Rav Avrohom 

Mordechai, the Imrei Emes, he celebrated a double simcha at his bar Mitzva, as he became 

engaged to his cousin, Chaya Sora. They married two years later. In 1940, the Imrei Emes 

escaped the Nazis and reached Eretz Yisrael, along with his sons, Rav Yisrael, Rav Simcha 

Bunim, and Rav Pinchas Menachem. Tragically, Rav Yisrael’s wife, daughter, and son 

perished, a fact he didn’t learn until 1945. He remarried in 1948, but had no children from 

his second wife. After his father’s petira, Rav Yisrael assumed the mantle of leadership as 

the fourth Rebbe of Ger. For the next twenty-nine years, he rebuilt Ger and was a major 

force in the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah of Agudas Yisrael. After his passing, Ger was led by 

his brother, Rav Simcha Bunim, until his petira in 1992. After that, his other brother, Rav 

Pinchas Menachem, led Ger for four years. Since then, Ger has been led by Rav Yaakov 

Aryeh, the son of Rav Simcha Bunim, (5737/1977); 

� Rav Moshe Schwab (1918–1979), born in Frankfurt am Main to Rav Yehuda (Leopold) 

and Hanna (née Erlanger) Schwab, the younger brother of Rav Shimon and Rav Mordechai. 

He was sent to learn in Kaminetz under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz and in Baronovich 

under Rav Elchonon Wasserman. In 1938, he moved to England and accepted a position at 

the kollel in Gateshead. In 1942, he married Rebbetzin Rochel Baddiel, daughter of Rav 

Dovid Baddiel, one of the founding members of the Gateshead kehilla. In 1946, he joined 

the Yeshiva and became very close to Rav Dessler. He authored Ma’archei Lev on the 

Yomim Tovim, (5739/1979); 

� Rav Mordechai Wulliger, (1895–1995), born in Bishtina-Marmoresh to Rav Moshe 

Wulliger, one of the greatest talmidim of the Yetev Lev of Sighet, Rav Zalman Leib 

Teitelbaum (the great-grandfather of the Satmar Rebbe). His primary teacher was Rav 

Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum, Rav of Sighet and mechaber of Atzei Chaim. Rav Wulliger settled 

in the United States in 1938 and was a member of the Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaas for 

about fifty years. He authored a myriad of seforim, the first of which was Pardes 

Mordechai, (5755/1995). 
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� 3rd of Adar ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Feb 28th) 
� Rav Mordechai Yaffe, mechaber of Levush Mordechai, and known as the Ba’al 

HaLevushim (1530–1612). Born to the Rav of Prague, he was sent to Poland to study under 

the Maharshal and Rema in his youth. Married in 1553, he founded a Yeshiva in Prague. 

However, in 1559, King Ferdinand decreed that the Jews of Prague be expelled. Despite the 

successful efforts of Pope Pius IV on behalf of the Jews (which resulted in a two-year 

delay), the Jews of Prague left the city in 1561. Rav Mordechai settled in Venice, where he 

learned with Rav Avrohom Abuhav and Rav Mattisyohu Delacrut. He became Rav of 

Horodna (Grodno) in 1572, then Lublin in 1588. In 1598, when the Maharal left Posen for 

Prague, Rav Mordechai became Rav of Posen until his petira. Two important peirushim on 

the Levush were written many years later: in Elya Rabba, Rav Eliyohu Shapiro answers 

many refutations of the Levush brought in the Malbishei Yom Tov, (written by the mechaber 

of Tosefos Yom Tov), and in Levushei Tzedoka, Rav Tzodok HaKohen answers difficulties 

raised by the Sma in Levush Choshen Mishpat, (5372/1612); 

� Rav Noach of Cracow, mechaber of Toldos Noach on Medrash, (5398/1638); 

� Rav Noach Chaim Berlin of Altuna, mechaber of Atzei Almogim and Atzei Arozim and Av 

Bais Din of AH”U (Altona, Hamburg and Wandsbeck), (5562/1802); 

� Rav Binyomin Zev Lev Roke’ach, (1777–1851). He was born in the small town of 

Vadislav, and his father, the Shemen Roke’ach, sent him to the Yeshivos of Rav Eliezer 

Kempne of Prostitz, and of his brother-in-law, Rav Yirmiyohu of Mattersdorf. He married 

Rebbetzin Feigele, the daughter of Rav Yitzchok Eisik Elkish, Rav of Ushpitzin from the 

dynasty of Rav Heschel and the Maginei Shlomo. He subsequently became Rav in 

Amshinov. He is the mechaber of Sha’arei Torah. His son, Yirmiyohu, was the mechaber of 

Divrei Yirmiyohu, (5611/1851 – Adar II); 

� Rav Binyomin Morgenstern of Kotzk, son of Rav Mendel of Kotzk, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Eliyohu Mezhritch, mechaber of Midreshei Eliyohu, (5628/1868); 

� Rav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz-Teumim, the Aderes (1843–1905). The last part of his 

name, Te’umim, denotes the fact that he was a te’om, or twin. His mother, Chana, was a 

descendant of the Ba’al HaLevushim and the Chacham Tzvi. After his marriage, Rav 

Eliyohu Dovid moved to his wife’s birthplace, Ponovezh. He served as Rav of Ponovezh 

from 1872 to 1890 and of Mir from 1890 to 1898. He was then asked to assume the position 

of chief Rav of Yerushalayim, on the recommendation of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky. 

There, he assisted the eighty-year-old Rav Shmuel Salant. Rav Eliyohu Dovid served as the 

Rav of Yerushalayim for four years, (5665/1905 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yechiel Malach (1922–2006). Born in Ostrolenka, Poland, he was a talmid muvhok of 

Rav Avrohom Yoffen. He went on to learn in Slabodka, then settled in Brooklyn after the 

War. He became a ninth-grade Rebbe and Manhig Ruchani at Yeshiva Be’er Shmuel. In 

about 1986, he moved to Yerushalayim, where he was marbitz Torah in the Gerrer Yeshiva, 

Ner Yisrael, (5766/2006). 

� 4th of Adar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Mar 1st) 
� Rav Achai bar Rav Huna of Rabanan Soverai, 506 CE; 

� The body of Rav Meir (MaHaRaM) of Rothenburg was released for burial in 1307, fourteen 

years after his petira in the fortress of Ensisheim. He was buried in the old Jewish cemetery 

of Worms. Next to him was buried Rav Alexander Susskind Wimpfen, who gave away his 

entire fortune to ransom the body. Both graves miraculously escaped Nazi ravaging of the 
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cemetery; 

� Rav Mordechai Leib Mann, Rosh Yeshiva Bais Hillel in Bnei Brak, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Leib Sora’s (1730–1796). Considered one of the hidden Tzaddikim by the Ba’al Shem 

Tov, he spent his life wandering to raise money for ransoming Jewish prisoners, (5556/1796 

– Adar II); 

� Rav Eliezer (“Lazer”) Gordon (1841–1910). Born in Chernian, Lithuania, to Rav 

Avrohom Shmuel Gordon, a talmid of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. He learned at Rav Yisrael 

Salanter’s Yeshiva in Kovno with Rav Yitzchok Blazer, Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv, and Rav 

Naftoli Amsterdam. He succeeded his father-in-law as Rav of Kovno, but left after three 

months to become Rav of Kelm, where he opened a Yeshiva. Then he went to Slobodka and 

stayed for six months, after which he went to Telshe, which had been opened in 1877 by 

Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel and Rav Eliezer Chavas. In 1897, he hired Rav Leib Chasman as 

Mashgiach to fight off the influences of the Haskola. Rav Lazer was niftar in London while 

on a fund-raising mission after a fire destroyed the Yeshiva in Telshe, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Avrohom Blumenkrantz (1944–2007). Born in Palestine four years before the 

founding of the State of Israel, Rav Avrohom and his family were abroad at the outset of the 

War of Independence. In the early 1950s the family settled in Bogotá, Colombia. His father, 

Rav Chaim Menachem Bentzion, became chief Rav. Rav Avrohom came to New York as a 

teenager to study at Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim under Rav Moshe Feinstein, with whom 

Rav Blumenkrantz maintained a close relationship, until Rav Feinstein’s petira in 1986. 

Under the guidance of Rav Moshe, Rav Avrohom took positions at Staten Island and 

Brooklyn. He also became Rav in Far Rockaway. He also became well known for his 

Pesach guide, (5767/2007). 

� 5th of Adar ~ Begins Thursday Night (Mar 2nd) 
� Rav Ze’ev Wolf (Velvele) of Ostracha (also known as Tcharni-Ostraa). He was a close 

talmid of Rav Dov Ber (the Maggid) of Mezritch and Rav Pinchas of Koritz. Thereafter, he 

became a follower of Rav Meshulam Feivish of Zhebariza, the Yosher Divrei Emes. He 

married the daughter of Reb Zushe of Hanipoli. Three years after the petira of the Yosher 

Divrei Emes, he immigrated to Eretz Yisrael (in 1798) and settled in Teverya, (5583/1823); 

� Rav Shmuel Abba Shapira of Slavita, printer of the famous “Slavita Talmud”, grandson of 

Rav Pinchas of Koretz, (5624/1864); 

� Rav Avrohom Landau of Tchechenov. Born in Prantzav, he married at sixteen and had four 

children. Lodz and Lublin fought for the honor of hiring Rav Avrohom as their Rav, but he 

chose instead to lead the small rural community of Tchechenov. Only after the Kotzker 

Rebbe and Rav Yitzchok Meir of Gur (the Chiddushei HaRim) had passed away, and 

hundreds of their followers turned to Rav Avrohom for blessings and advice, did he finally 

agree to became a Rebbe, (5635/1875); 

� Rav Mordechai Shlomo Friedman (1891–1971), Boyaner Rebbe in New York. He was the 

son of the first Boyaner Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Friedman, the Pachad Yitzchok, and the 

brother of Rav Menachem Nachum Friedman (1869–1936), Boyaner Rebbe of Chernovitz; 

Rav Yisrael Friedman (1878–1951), Boyaner Rebbe of Leipzig and Tel-Aviv; and Rav 

Avrohom Yaakov Friedman (1884–1941), Boyaner Rebbe of Lemberg. His grandson, Rav 

Nachum Dov Brayer, is the current Boyaner Rebbe of Yerushalayim, (5731/1971); 

� Rav Yosef Farbstein (1947–2006). Grandson of Rav Yechezkel Sarna, he became Rosh 

Kollel of Bais Shmuel under Rav Horowitz, the Av Bais Din of Ungar. In 1970 he married 

Rebbetzin Gittel, daughter of Rav Akiva Ehrenfeld, founder of Yerushalayim’s Mattersdorf 
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neighborhood and nosi of its institutions, and the granddaughter of Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld, 

the Gavad of Mattersdorf, Austria. In 1988, he was appointed Ra”m in Yeshivas Ohr 

Elchonon under Rav Moshe Chodosh, (5766/2006). 

� 6th of Adar ~ Begins Friday Night (Mar 3rd) 
� Rav Shmuel ben Natronai, one of the Baalei Tosafos, was tortured and martyred, 

(4957/1197); 

� Rav Daniel Prostitz (1759–1846), Rav of Pressburg and colleague of the Chasam Sofer, 

(5606/1846); 

� Rav Naftoli Amsterdam, talmid of Rav Yisrael Salanter. He immigrated to Eretz Yisrael in 

1902, (5606/1916); 

� Rav Yosef Baumgarten, Av Bais Din Schiffschule in Vienna, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Dovid Povarsky, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Ponovezh, (1902–1999). When he was 

twelve years old, he learned with Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer in Slutzk. Afterward, he 

transferred to Poltova, where he became deeply attached to his Rav Muvhok, Rav Yeruchom 

Levovitz, whom he followed to Kelm and Ponovezh. From Ponovezh, he transferred to Mir 

Yeshiva and became very close to Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz. One of his chavrusas in 

Shulchon Oruch was Rav Aharon Kotler. A while after his marriage, he transferred to the 

Yeshiva in Baranowitz, where he studied under Rav Elchonon Wasserman. Later, Rav 

Yeruchom sent Rav Dovid to be a Ra”m in Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, headed by Rav Meir 

Shapiro of Lublin. Rav Dovid merited forming a special bond with Rav Chaim Ozer 

Grodzinsky, (5759/1999); 

� Rav Chanoch Tzvi HaKohen Levin, the Bendiner Rav, (5695/1935). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Boruch Halberstam of GorlitzRav Boruch Halberstam of GorlitzRav Boruch Halberstam of GorlitzRav Boruch Halberstam of Gorlitz, , , , 1111stststst    of of of of AdarAdarAdarAdar    
Son of Rav Chaim of Sanz    

The fifth son of the Divrei Chaim 
was named Boruch, after the Divrei 
Chaim’s father-in-law, Rav Boruch Frankel 
Te’omim, mechaber of the Boruch Ta’am. 
He traveled with his father to the Sar 
Sholom of Belz and Rav Meir of 
Premishlan. Rav Boruch married the 
daughter of Rav Yekusiel Yehuda 
Teitelbaum of Sighet. When, sadly, she 
passed away at a young age, he married the 
daughter of Rav Shmuel Shapira of 
Lanzcut, the son of the Bnei Yissoschor. 
For some thirty years he served as Rav of 
Rudnick, where the Divrei Chaim had had 
his first rabbinic position. After his first 
father-in-law left Gorlitz for Dorhovitch, he 
took his father-in-law’s place until the 
Divrei Chaim ordered him to vacate the 
position for the older Rav, Rav Shmuel 
Teitelbaum, the older brother of the Yetev 
Lev. When the latter passed away, Rav 
Boruch once again took his place as Rav of 
Gorlitz, where he served for seventeen 
years till his petira, and where he is buried. 

He followed in his father’s footsteps, 
staunchly observing all his customs even 
when they appeared to contradict Halocha. 
He was adept at concealing his loftiness, 
and only the greatest were able to see past 
the veil and discern his hidden stature. He 
was a fiery opponent of the Zionists and 
Maskilim and his zealotry and staunch 
pursuit of emes (truth) caused many to 
misinterpret his nature.  

 

Nothing But the Truth 

When he was a young child in shul 

and the sefer Torah passed him by, he 
refused to kiss it as all the other boys did. 
When asked about his refusal, he answered, 
“I don’t love the Torah, so why should I 
kiss it?” Everyone present was visibly 
distressed by this answer, and they related 
it to his father, the Divrei Chaim.  

The Sanzer was at ease and said, 
“This is a proof that he is a sincere ish emes 
– a man of truth! How can he love the 
Torah yet? He has never studied it! Once 
he learns Torah and sees its sweetness then 
he will learn to love the Torah and kiss it!” 
(Boruch She’omar p. 56. Others relate this 
story about his brother, the Shinover.) 

Of all the Divrei Chaim’s sons, none 
was as attached and bound to Rav Chaim as 
was Rav Boruch – so much so that they 
called him a true Sanzer Chassid (in the 
name of Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Rudnick). From 
childhood he did not leave his father’s side, 
imitating all his father’s ways and customs 
and acting as his father’s constant 
companion on all his journeys. The 
affection was reciprocal and the Divrei 
Chaim openly demonstrated warm 
affection for his son, Rav Boruch, praising 
him in appreciation of his wisdom and 
sharp intellect.  

“There has not been such a soul in 
this world for some three hundred years!” 
declared the Divrei Chaim. Because of their 
close relationship, Rav Boruch influenced 
his father in many ways. Often the Divrei 
Chaim would ask his son’s opinion on 
matters. Despite their closeness, however, 
Rav Boruch admitted that his father’s ways 
were so lofty that he failed to truly imitate 
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him, try as he might. 

 

Jest and Rebuke in Disguise 

When Rav Chaim Reisher 
Hirschman came before Rav Aharon of Belz 
and introduced himself as a Gorlitzer 
Chassid, Rav Aharon responded that his 
father, Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz, said of 
Rav Boruch, “no hint of laughter was ever 
seen on his holy lips!” This despite the fact 
that he was known to jest and poke barbs of 
rebuke at many of the Tzaddikim of his 
own generation! We must conclude that 
these “jokes” and “barbs” had a hidden 
purpose and were not to be taken at face 
value. (Rabbeinu HaKodosh MiSanz Vol. II 
p. 331) 

Rav Boruch greatly admired his 
older brother, the Shinover Rav. In their 
youth they would arise early and study 
Torah before daybreak lishma (for its own 
sake), purely to give nachas ruach 
(satisfaction) to Hashem!  

He once described the difference 
between themselves as follows: “My 
brother greatly admires truth and I simply 
detest falsehood. When my brother sees a 
matter that is full of falsehood and lies, if 
he still finds an ounce of truth in it, he 
honors and respects the matter and draws 
it close, because of this small truth which 
he values so highly. However, if I find a 
matter in which I discern even an ounce of 
falsehood, I cannot stand it!” (Vayaged 
Yaakov, Vol. IV Intro.) 

As was his custom, his sharp barbs 
of rebuke were reserved for his brother as 
well. A Shinover Chassid once spent a 
Shabbos in Gorlitz and listened in pain and 
distress, as jibe after jibe was aimed at his 
beloved Rebbe, the Shinover Rav! All 
Shabbos, Rav Boruch referred to his 
brother the Shinover mockingly as the 
Dybbuk, [because he had previously chased 
out a Dybbuk from someone] until the 
Chassid could no longer control his 

emotions and simply could not hold back, 
yelling, “Enough!”  

Rav Boruch gave him a stern knock 
on the head and remarked, “Fool! Don’t 
you know the meaning of Dybbuk? It 
means that he is constantly dovuk – bound 
and attached to the Ribbono Shel Olom!” 
(Ateres Chaim, Vol. I Intro.) 

When his own Chassidim asked him 
why he seemingly spoke against his brother 
when there were many more deserving of 
his rebuke, he replied, “When I arrive 
before the heavenly court and they rule 
against me that I deserve Gehinnom 
because of this, they shall ask me to face 
my brother, the Tzaddik against whom I 
spoke and – don’t worry – when he sees 
me, he himself will be the one to redeem 
me and take me out of there as a favor!” 

The Stropkover once told Rav Chaim 
Meir of Vizhnitz that Rav Boruch would 
pause before reciting the Shabbos Kiddush 
on Friday night, relating some jest or barb 
of rebuke as a joke against one of the 
Tzaddikim of the generation. Even his 
nephew, Rav Shlomo of Bobov, was no 
exception. He too was the brunt of his 
uncle Rav Boruch’s comic comments. 
During Rav Shlomo’s last years, Rav 
Boruch’s sister, Rebbetzin Nechama Rubin, 
begged and pleaded that he desist. He 
finally listened to her. Not long after, Rav 
Shlomo passed away while in Badenheim 
for his health. His body was recovered from 
the resort town to be laid to rest and that 
Shabbos, many Chassidim who had 
traveled from far and wide spent Shabbos 
in Gorlitz. No one wished to reveal the 
matter to Rav Boruch until he questioned 
his son, Rav Sinai of Zemigrod, as to the 
reason for the unusually large number of 
Shabbos guests. At first Rav Sinai tried to 
avoid the matter; yet when his father 
commanded him to fulfill the mitzva of 
Kibbud Av (the biblical command to honor 
one’s father) he had no choice but to tell 
him the truth. When he heard the sad news 
he cried out in pain and distress, “I told her 
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[my sister] to leave me be and not stop me! 
I kept him alive all these years and now – 
oy vavoy!”  

Before he passed away, he asked his 
attendant for a cup of tea and recited the 
berocha shehakol – that everything was 
created by Hashem’s words. He drank half 
the cup and began to recite words of Torah, 
returning his neshoma in the middle of 
reciting the derosha [see Avos DeRabbi 
Nosson 25:2 that this is a good sign] on 
Rosh Chodesh, 1st of Adar, tov-reish-
samech-vov, at the age of seventy-six. 
(Based on Al HaTzaddikim ve’al 
HaChassidim, p. 45–49, Tzaddikei Olom, 
p. 116–122) 

 

“And he shall surely heal him” (Shemos 
21:19). 

From this pasuk, we learn that a 
physician is granted permission to heal the 
sick (Bova Kama).  

Rav Boruch of Gorlitz comments 

that there seems to be some kind of 
contradiction between this statement and 
another statement in Bova Basra 116a, 
where we learn that whoever has someone 
sick in his home should go to a sage to ask 
him to daven and beg for mercy. This kind 
of healing does not depend on a doctor at 
all but rather on Hashem’s salvation alone. 

The Gorlitzer explained that as a 
Rav, when someone brings the lungs of an 
animal for him to examine and rule if they 
are kosher, he sees them, examines them 
and rules based on the principles of 
Halocha and based on what he has seen 
and examined. However, a doctor cannot 
always look inside a person. He must 
probe, question and work out a diagnosis 
based on wisdom, intellect and deduction. 
In order to arrive at the correct diagnosis, 
therefore, and to give the best treatment 
and medicine, he needs divine help. We 
thus see that both are needed! He must go 
the doctor and ask for Hashem’s mercy to 
guide him to the right conclusions. 

    

Rav Yisrael Rav Yisrael Rav Yisrael Rav Yisrael BenBenBenBen    Avrohom Mordechai AlAvrohom Mordechai AlAvrohom Mordechai AlAvrohom Mordechai Alter of Gerter of Gerter of Gerter of Ger, , , , 2222nnnndddd    of of of of AAAAddddaaaarrrr    
The Bais Yisrael 

Review and Repetition is the Key 

The Bais Yisrael used to teach that 
the key to success in all matters in 
Yiddishkeit is review. Just as the Torah 
repeats and reviews teachings several times 
in the pesukim and does not expect us to 
learn and understand it all at once, so must 
each Jew not expect to fulfill all of the 
Torah and mitzvos all at once. Rather, 
Hashem expects from us and demands of 
us constant review and repetition to fulfill 
the Torah. He illustrated this concept with 
a story that Rav Mendel Shamash, the 
shamash of the Sefas Emes and the Imrei 
Emes [the Bais Yisrael’s grandfather and 
father], used to tell: Once, the Sefas Emes 
asked one of his Chassidim to give a 
charitable donation to tzedoka. The 

Chassid took out a hundred rubles, a 
handsome sum in those days, and handed 
it over. “Now,” explained the Sefas Emes, 
“the pasuk says, ‘You shall surely give – 
noson titen’; this sum covers the noson part 
– what about the titen?” And so the 
Chassid added another hundred rubles to 
his previous donation. “Now,” said the 
Sefas Emes, “the pasuk also warns us, Velo 
yera levov’cha besiten lo – “Do not have an 
evil heart when you give”. You have covered 
the noson and the titen; what about the lo 
yera levov’cha?” And so the Chassid added 
a further hundred rubles! 

 

You Don’t Need to Feel – Just Believe 

The Bais Yisrael often used to repeat 
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teachings from the Kotzker school of 
Chassidus that he had heard from the 
elders of the Peshis’cha Chassidim: 

One such teaching was that a 
Chassid should not complain about his lack 
of emotion or feeling in Avodas Hashem, 
but rather he was to have strong emuna 
(faith). “A Chassid is forbidden to feel 
because such feelings mean that he feels 
himself and that he is something, when he 
should be so humble as to be nothing!” It 
says in the pasuk, “If the way is far from 
you and you cannot carry it because the 
place is far from you”. In a novel 
interpretation, the Peshis’cha Chassidim 
explained that if you feel that the burden is 
too great and the way is too far, you will not 
succeed – do not feel! Just believe and have 
faith! A Chassid needs to have emuna and 
not feelings! The Chiddushei HaRim once 
said to a Chassid who complained to him 
that he did not feel the kedusha of Yom 
Tov, “You don’t need to feel it, you need to 
believe it and have emuna!”  

 

You Want a Reward? 

The Bais Yisrael also taught that 
Chassidim should not expect rewards. He 

illustrated this with a story of how when he 
was a child of about nine and a half, his 
brother, Rav Nechemia, was born. The 
Sandak at the bris was Rav Yaakov Dovid 
of Amshinov and the date was Parshas 
Re’eh. The Amshinover Rebbe repeated a 
teaching from the Rebbe Reb Bunim of 
Peshis’cha: “The pasuk says, ‘Re’eh – See, I 
place before you blessings and curses – 
choose the blessings.’  

“What can the pasuk mean when it 
says, ‘Re’eh – See’? What is it we are 
supposed to look at here? The answer is 
understood from this moshol: If a child is 
going to cheder, we give him a sweet candy 
to entice him to study Torah and learn. To 
ourselves, we don’t promise candies; 
instead, to us we are promised these 
berochos, like sweets, in exchange for our 
fulfillment of the Torah.” 

Concluded the Bais Yisrael his story, 
“The Amshinover was saying in the name of 
the Rebbe Reb Bunim of Peshis’cha, ‘Re’eh 
– look at yourselves and see what you look 
like – like a bunch of infants who need 
sweets and candies to encourage them! 
Look at how you must appear!’” 

    

Rav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz TeomimRav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz TeomimRav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz TeomimRav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz Teomim,,,,    3333rrrrdddd    of of of of AAAAddddaaaarrrr    
The Aderes 

How Much the Netziv Admired the 
Aderes 

The Aderes writes, “It was on Leil 
Shishi (Thursday night) that I left Bialystok 
for Warsaw to travel to see the Gaon the 
Netziv, who was very fond of me, though I 
had not yet ever met him. I arrived Erev 
Shabbos after having traveled all night 
long. After davening and eating breakfast, I 
asked my mechutan to accompany me to 
meet the Gaon the Netziv, and we found 
him sitting in the company of Dr. 
Rottenberg and Rav Kasavski. Rav 

Kasavski introduced me to the Netziv as 
the son-in-law of Rav Leib Chazan. Then 
the Netziv realized who I must be and he 
called out, “This must be then the Rav of 
Ponevezh, Rav Eliyohu Dovid!” They 
replied in the affirmative.  

He then quickly stood up fully and 
with trembling he recited the full berocha 
with Shem Umalchus of Shehecheyonu 
vekiymonu vehigi’onu lazman hazeh! Since 
I did not sit without his leave, he continued 
standing on his feet and his wife the 
Rebbetzin berated him for standing while 



17 � Mishpatim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

sick. He answered her back, “Don’t you see 
that he is standing? How can I sit while he 
stands?”  

And so I asked leave to sit and was 
granted, and we both sat down. Everyone 
present was amazed at his love for Torah 
and those who engage in its study and that 
he pronounced the berocha of 
Shehecheyonu over me with Shem 

Umalchus. As long as I was in Warsaw over 
the next two weeks, I visited the Netziv 
daily and we delighted in discussing topics 
of Torah. I highlighted some ideas and 
remarked on some of his chiddushim and 
points of his Torah commentary, which he 
was editing to reprint, and he showed his 
writings on Shas and some of his responsa 
in Halocha.” (Seder Eliyohu p. 84) 

 

Rav Mordechai Rav Mordechai Rav Mordechai Rav Mordechai BenBenBenBen    RRRRaaaavvvv    Avrohom YaffeAvrohom YaffeAvrohom YaffeAvrohom Yaffe,,,,    3333rrrrdddd    of of of of AAAAddddaaaarrrr    
Ba’al HaLevushim 

Rav Simcha Bunim of Otwezchek, 
grandson of Rav Yitzchok, son of the 
Vorker Rebbe, told: 

When Rav Mordechai Yaffe was a 
young man, he was exceedingly handsome. 
A gentile noblewoman saw his beauty, 
desired him for herself and hatched a plot 
to ensnare him. When he realized her evil 
intentions and tried to escape, she 
threatened him with torture and 
imprisonment. Seeing no other way out, he 
escaped through a sewer grate and ran off. 
While in the sewers, he was befouled and 
choked from the stench and the putrid 
fumes of decay and despoiled garbage.  

All ten of his garments were soiled 
and ruined, covered in sludge and sewage. 
When he emerged, a great tumult occurred 
in Heaven. They recognized his great self-

sacrifice and it was decreed that he would 
merit authoring ten magnificent seforim 
corresponding to the ten garments he had 
lost during his flight from the evil 
temptress. He therefore called his ten 
writings and seforim Levushim – clothes or 
garments: Levush Chur, Techeles, Ateres 
Zohov and so on.  

After he succeeded in overcoming 
this test, he davened that none of his 
descendants should be comely or attractive 
so that they would never be tested in a 
similar way. His tefillos were accepted and 
all his descendants were of dark 
complexions thereafter. Rav Simcha Bunim 
concluded, “Nine of his seforim were 
printed in his lifetime. How I wish 
someone would reveal and print the tenth!” 
(Bais Yitzchok, p. 270) 



Rav Leib Sora’s Rav Leib Sora’s Rav Leib Sora’s Rav Leib Sora’s benbenbenben    Rav YosefRav YosefRav YosefRav Yosef, , , , 4444tttthhhh    of of of of AAAAddddaaaarrrr    ((((IIIIIIII))))    
The Tosher Rebbe told how Rav Leib 

was orphaned from his father at a young 
age. It is said that he was one of the thirty-
six hidden Tzaddikim. 

When he reached the age of bar 
mitzva, his mother brought him to the 
Maggid of Mezritch on Sunday 17th of 
Tammuz, tov-kuf-gimmel. The Maggid 
told him he would give him a bar mitzva 
present but no one knew what that meant, 
and no one saw him give any gift. However, 

tradition has it that he gave him a part of 
the soul of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
who had passed away on Erev Shabbos the 
15th of Tammuz that past week. 

When he grew up, he was a talmid of 
the Maggid; the Maggid said of him that 
all his deeds were solely for Hashem! 

Sometimes, when he needed to 
cancel a decree, he would travel from his 
home in Russia to Vienna to the king’s 
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palace and accomplish what he needed. He 
did this all on Erev Shabbos and came 
home before Shabbos that very day! 

The Tosher Rebbe continued:  

I heard from my maternal uncle that 
Rav Yaakov Feish related how Rav Leib 
Sora’s once saved him from danger: 

Rav Yaakov’s home in Kaalov was 
always open to guests. All the Tzaddikim 
who came to Kaalov stayed there and he 
had a guestbook where all their names were 
inscribed, including eighty Tzaddikim who 
had Ruach HaKodesh (divine intuition). 

Once, Rav Leib Sora’s was a guest in 
Rav Yaakov’s home and he was well-
received and greatly honored. One day, Rav 
Leib Sora’s asked Rav Yaakov to go to the 
minister named Kalo and tell him that Leib 
was calling for him.  

“How can I go there? The place is 
heavily guarded and there are dangerous 
dogs!”  

“Nonetheless, you must go,” said 
Rav Leib.  

He sent him together with one of his 
shluchim. In a miraculous manner, they 
soon found themselves in front of the 
minister who, once he heard Rav Leib’s 
message, replied, “I am coming at once!” 

The minister came to Rav Leib and 
they enclosed themselves in a room and 
held a long, private discussion. When they 
came out Rav Leib pointed at Rav Yaakov 
and declared, “This is the Rav Yaakov of 
whom I told you, that he is expert in 
horses. If you ever wish to buy horses, then 
take him with you to the fair!” The entire 
episode was a wonder!  

 One day, before Pesach, a blood 
libel was hatched by Rav Yaakov’s gentile 
enemies and detractors that he had 
murdered a gentile boy who had been his 
servant and used his blood for matzos! Rav 
Yaakov had many enemies because of his 
wealth and success and the local priest had 
contrived this libel to be his downfall. The 
priest paid the young lad to run away and 

produced false witnesses to testify. The 
trial was set for after Pesach and Rav 
Yaakov was jailed and sat in prison. 

Using large sums of money, his 
family bribed the guards to release Rav 
Yaakov. Meanwhile, the minister needed to 
buy horses at the fair. Remembering Rav 
Leib’s words, he took Rav Yaakov with him 
to buy horses at the fair. When the minister 
arrived, he saw that his horse expert was 
downtrodden and in low spirits.  

“Why do you look so downcast?” 
asked the minister. Rav Yaakov described 
the false accusations and the libel that had 
been concocted against him.  

“Don’t worry,” the minister 
attempted to calm him, “I will do my best 
to get you off – surely you are innocent of 
such ridiculous charges!” 

Rav Yaakov traveled with the 
minister to the horse fair. When they got 
there, they recognized none other than the 
missing gentile servant boy whose 
supposed death was at the heart of the 
libel! The poor lad was crying that he 
wanted to go home and that the priest had 
sent him away from his family against his 
will. When the minister saw this, he himself 
saw how false the charges were and he took 
the boy back with them when they 
concluded their business at the fair. He fed 
the boy well and they hid him in Rav 
Yaakov’s house. 

On the day of the trial, the false 
witnesses came and accused Rav Yaakov of 
his crimes as they testified to his guilt. The 
judges wanted to hand down a harsh 
sentence against him and convict him, 
when the minister arrived with the “dead” 
boy in front of the entire assembly! When 
the judges saw that the jig was up and the 
lie had been proven, the priest was hanged 
for his crimes. 

This is how Rav Leib Sora’s had 
saved Rav Yaakov from the libel. His eyes 
were truly open and he could see the 
future, how to save Rav Yaakov with Ruach 
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HaKodesh. Hashem, may all Your enemies be similarly destroyed – Amen!

 

Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against the 

construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that we deal 
with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous chillul 
Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 

Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out for 
protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that the 
Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the Old Jewish 
Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the Old Jewish Cemetery, 
the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. These 
include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish martyrs, and pious women through the 
centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan 
Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and 
favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of 
Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra (niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains 
were not removed from the Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira 
unknown), mother of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, 
second wife of the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old Jewish 
Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a new 
convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different location in 
Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes challah for 
members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the responsibility of 
spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and has about 2,000 
signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them it will be a Chillul Ha-
Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will be a signal to the Lithuanian 
government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 signatures, the political authorities will 
have little choice but to take the petition into account before making any hasty decision. She needs, 
and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  Rav 
Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case of  מת מצוה  in 
more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� לומדי� , �כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
כי , ותקבל שכר גדול כנגד כול�, אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, וא� תראה שאי חוששי� ללמוד מועד קט. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, מועד וסדר נשי�

 .ה� דוגמת מת מצוה
You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that no one 

attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a mitzvah that is 
denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the mitzvah and] studying 
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the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the laws of the 
Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect of the other Orders, 
make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to sacred matters relating to the 
Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one concerns himself with the study of the 
talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate 
Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 

Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and electronically 
sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this mitzvah. It is not a 
time to stand idly by. 

With prayers for the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention-center-
project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness more 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, yeshuos and zera shel 
kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim in honor 
of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always intercede on behalf of 
Klal Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

 



 

 

z"iydfra 
 

 

In reference to the Siyum Mishnayos invitation that was sent last week in the honor 

of our editor’s beloved father’s yahrzeit, a dear reader – Reb Benjamin Spira – enlightened 

us to a phenomenal Mishnayos program. It is called Perek Mishna.  
 

In essence - everyone learns one Perek Mishna a day. They get assigned a starting 

Perek and continue to the next Perek the next day and so on. Everyone will complete 

their own siyum on ALL Shisha Sidrei Mishna in a year & ½. At the same time, the goal is 

to have 525 people participate so that the entire mishnayos is completed EVERY DAY 

and since we are all connected to each other – we quintessentially complete the ENTIRE 

Shisha Sidra Mishna on a DAILY BASIS.  
 

l`xyi znyp ielirl cre xc` ycg ceakl  

 

This project has been conceptualized for the purpose of generating an increase in 

the Siyata D’Shmaya necessary for older singles to be Zocheh to a Shidduch, B’Karov. 

However, imagine the Zechus of participating in the completion of Shisha Sidrei Mishna 

every day, and each participant may learn his portion himself, or with a Chavrusa, or with 

a group, or with one’s son or father, and with the Kavanah that it be a Zechus for, or L’iluy 

Nishmas of whomever they choose. 
 

They have around 261 people participating now & need another 264 to finish all 

mishnayos every day. With some many looking for yeshuos, it takes about 5 minutes a day 

to learn a Mishna and the reward is enormous. 
 

Signup is by email to - signup@perekmishna.com 

or visit www.perekmishna.com 

Links for various audio and visual mishnayos available on website 

Meoros.Hatzaddikim@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

Better than a segulah in joining this program (and seudas mitzvah) 
 

 
Upon completing a mesechta or the entire mishnayos, a seuda is made to show 

thanks to Hashem for giving us the opportunity to finish the mesechta/mishna. The word 
samel (in Hebrew) is the name of the yetzar hara and stands for: Siyum Mesechta / Mishnayos 
Ein L’asos. By one making a siyum he is not surrendering to the yetzar hara. The simcha is 
so great that some poskim say one should mention simcha b’meono at the siyum. (The minhag 
is not to say it).  

 
The Yam Shel Shlomo says there is no greater simcha or mitzvah that is done 

before Hashem than the simcha and mitzvah of finishing a portion of Torah. The poskim say 
since there is such great simcha at a siyum, that even if people did not finish the 
mesechta/mishnayos, they should still partake in the siyum. The Gr’a says the letters siyum in 
Hebrew equals the same number whether niglah or nistar. To illustrate, both the letter 
samach itself and the remaining letters which spell out samach (mem and chof) equals 60. 
This goes for the remaining letters of siyum (yud, vov, and mem) as well.  

 
Upon finishing a mesechta/mishnayos, there is a mitzvah to wash on bread and 

have a seuda. If one is unable to do this, then eating mezonos suffices. One should sing 
zemiros in honor of the siyum. By bentching, Migdal is recited like by Shabbos.  

 

 


