
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)טז:ב(וזבחת פסח לה' אלקיך צאן ובקר במקום אשר יבחר ה' לשכן שמו שם:   
You shall slaughter a Pesach Offering to Hashem, your G-d, from 

the flock, and cattle, in the place where Hashem will choose  
to rest His Name. (16:2) 

However, as the Parshah continues by the holiday of Succos, it 
states: קום אשר יבחר ה'""שבעת ימים תחג לה' אלקיך במ – “A seven-day period 
shall you celebrate to Hashem, your G-d, in the place that Hashem will 
choose”, and there is no mention of “to rest His Name”. Why the 
difference in language? Rebbe Chaim Kanievsky, Shlit”a, explains by 
way of the Zohar Ha’kadosh, that the Shechinah rests on the S’chach of 
the Succah. Therefore, on the Yom Tov of Succos, it is not possible to 
write that Yerushalayim is the only place that Hashem chose to rest His 
Name, for nowadays He rests His Name on each and every Succah!  

(Umatok HaOhr) 
 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

This week’s Parshah begins (11:26), “See, today I am 

placing before you blessing and curse.” The Sforno defines 

the concept of ‘seeing’. Seeing, in this context, is to focus 

and define a clear point of focus. There are only two 

options given in the Pasuk to choose from, blessing or 

curse. One cannot choose to waver between the two, to 

waver in the middle. These are two extremes with no 

middle ground. Additionally, the Sforno notes (11:29-30) 

that the points of blessing and curse were expressed on the 

mountains of Gerizim and Eival, which are located at the 

entrance to Eretz Yisrael. It is particularly at the beginning 

of a new stage, when they are about to enter Eretz Yisroel, 

that it was necessary to remind Bnei Yisroel that life can’t 

be lived in mediocrity. The only options are above and 

beyond— blessings, or falling short— curse.  

 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 
 

 

 פרשת ראה תשע"ו
Parashas Re’eh   5776  Pirkei Avos 5 

אש חודש אלולרשבת   
Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Elul 

            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 323 

             

 
 

 

 
 

 

                Candle Lighting: 7:08  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:04   Gra: 9:40 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:45 

Chatzos: 12:55       Sh'kiah: 7:24 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 8:07 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:37  

                                                 (some say 8:50) 
 
 

 
              Next Week: Shoftim 
              Candle Lighting: 6:56 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn writes a beautiful story about Rav Zalman 

Sorotzkin, the Chofetz Chaim, and Shabbos. R’ Asher, a man who had 

become ill, R”L, was on his way to visit the Chofetz Chaim in order to get 

a Brachah for a quick recovery. Rav Zalman Sorotzkin became aware of 

this and made an effort to try and reach the Chofetz Chaim before          

R’ Asher arrived, because he wanted to warn the Chofetz Chaim that     

R’ Asher’s children did not observe Shabbos. Rav Zalman thought that 

perhaps at this opportune time R’ Asher would be more willing to accept 

rebuke from the Chofetz Chaim on the subject, and try to help his 

children. However, R’ Asher managed to arrive at the Chofetz Chaim 

before Rav Zalman could get there. When R’ Asher asked for a Brachah, 

the Chofetz Chaim said to him, “We say every Shabbos Night in Lechah 

Dodi that Shabbos is the source of Brachah. If Shabbos is happy with 

you, then I can be happy too. If your family keeps Shabbos, then Shabbos 

will Bentch you. If your children desecrate Shabbos, then Shabbos is not 

happy with you. If so, then what kind of Brachah can I give you?” 

Surprised that the Chofetz Chaim knew this, R’ Asher accepted upon 

himself to make sure that his children would observe Shabbos properly, 

and eventually he soon had a complete recovery!  
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

A child under the age of Bar Mitzvah may not be a 

Baal Koreh for Laining in Shul, and may also not receive 

an Aliyah to the Torah. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:24) 

 

אב ל  
30 Av 

שלמהלרפואה   

 הילד יהושע בן אלטא חי' דבורה

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos       
Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein writes about the Middah of Chesed, performing acts of 

kindness. The brother of the Maharal writes that the world was built on Chesed. 

Hashem could have chosen any of His Middos to build the world on, but He 

chose Chesed because it is especially dear to Him. When we are instructed to emulate 

Hashem’s Middos, Chazal say that this refers to Hashem’s Middah of Chesed, because 

it is through Chesed that we attach ourselves to Hashem. The Maharal explains that 

when a person performs acts of Chesed and attaches himself to Hashem, he is 

attaching himself to the Goodness of Hashem. In turn, Hashem directs some of that 

very Good to the person himself! The Sefer Yesod HaAvodah writes that a person 

should view an opportunity to do Chesed as if he found a great treasure, and utilizing 

such an opportunity is a key to tremendous success. The Rebbe of Kobrin points out 

that a day in which a Jew does not perform some favor or kindness for another is a day 

that he has not really lived! This is true even if one diligently learns Torah but does not 

do Chesed, and the reason for this is because when one does Chesed it causes Hashem 

to stand protectively over him. Without Chesed, that protection is missing, as well as 

his personal connection with Hashem. May Hashem grant us many opportunities to 

perform many acts of Chesed and get closer and closer to Him! 
 

 L’Maaseh       
Rabbi Akiva Males relates a story that he was involved 

with when he was the Rav in a Shul in Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, about Hashem’s Divine Providence and how 

Hashem orchestrates events from behind the scenes. One 

year on the night before Pesach, Rabbi Males had 

completed Bedikas Chometz in his home, and was ready to 

head to the Shul in order to do the search there as well. His 

father, who was visiting for Pesach, went to accompany his 

son, and they set off to the Shul for the Bedikah. After they 

checked all the main areas, Rabbi Males’ father suggested 

that they check a rarely used coatroom. When they entered 

the room, they found a backpack resting on a high shelf, and 

there was no identification on it as to who the owner might 

be. The knapsack held a digital camera, a small volume 

of Mishnayos, and several postcards sent from a girl named 

Margot to a boy named Josh, both of whom he didn’t know. 

Rabbi Males decided to leave the backpack in his office, 

and would work on returning it after Pesach. After Yom Tov, 

Rabbi Males began thinking about reuniting the backpack 

with its owner. It must have belonged to Josh, since the 

postcards were mailed to him, but they were sent to him at a 

sleepaway camp address. Each summer, many camps made 

stops at his Shul to Daven. Josh must have been a counselor 

and had accidentally left his backpack behind. However, 

only Margot’s return address was on the postcard.        

Rabbi Males figured that the easiest way to reunite Josh 

with his knapsack was to mail it to Margot, so he wrote a 

letter of explanation, and packed the knapsack and his note 

in a box, and mailed it off to Margot. Several weeks later, 

Rabbi Males received a phone call from Margot, who could 

barely contain her excitement. She thanked Rabbi Males for 

sending the backpack, and told him that there was more to 

the story. Margot said that she and Josh really appreciated 

getting the knapsack back, as Josh had lost it three years 

earlier. Rabbi Males apologized that he hadn’t noticed it 

sooner. Margot went on to relate a most amazing chain of 

events. She and Josh had been dating, but for a variety of 

reasons, they decided to stop seeing each other. That 

happened just after the summer Josh had forgotten his 

backpack at the Shul. They each went on their own separate 

paths. Suddenly, the missing knapsack arrived at Margot’s 

home. Margot contacted Josh for the first time in three 

years, and asked if she could meet him so she could return 

his backpack. They met, spent some time catching up, and 

decided to start dating again. Shortly after, Margot and Josh 

became engaged! Both agreed that none of this would have 

happened if Josh’s bag had never been returned. They 

invited Rabbi Males to the wedding and asked him if he 

would accept the honor of saying a Brachah under 

their Chuppah. Rabbi Males wished them a Mazel Tov and 

happily accepted the honor. A few months later,           

Rabbi Males was at Josh and Margot’s Chasunah, where he 

met them for the first time! Rabbi Males reflected on the 

Mishnah in Pirkei Avos (4:2) which teach us, “Mitzvah 

Goreres Mitzvah”, one Mitzvah leads to another. This story 

began with Bedikas Chametz, continued with Hashavas 

Aveidah, and ended up with a couple standing together 

under a Chuppah. Only Hashem knows what might result 

from any Mitzvah we choose to perform! 
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 בס"ד

The Shuchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 124:9) teaches us regarding the Halachos of 

Chazaras HaShatz. When the Chazzan is repeating Shemoneh Esrei and reciting it out 

loud, the congregation responds with Amein to each Brachah. The Mishnah Brurah 

comments (124:37) that the Chazzan may not begin the next Brachah of the 

Shemoneh Esrei until most of the congregation has answered Amein. This same 

Halachah applies to Kaddish, where the one reciting Kaddish may not begin saying 

‘Yisbarach’ until after the congregation says ‘Yihei Sh’mei Rabbah’. The Chofetz 

Chaim says that due to many people not being aware of this, many times the one who 

is Chazzan is not careful and begins the next Brachah without waiting for the 

congregation to answer Amein. The Mishnah Brurah quotes the Sha’arei Teshuvah 

who maintains that this issue is essential and someone in the congregation may not 

answer Amein anymore if the Chazzan has already started the next Brachah. The Sefer 

B’Ttzeil HaChochmah (5:17) explains this Halachah, because the Sha’arei Teshuvah 

seems difficult to understand. Why does it matter if the Chazzan has started the next 

Brachah? The reason why one can no longer say Amein if the Chazzan is already in 

the next Brachah is because of the very reason we even have Chazaras HaShatz. 

Since the Minyan is obligated to hear the second Brachah that is being said as well, 

they can’t answer Amein at the same time they have to listen to the next Brachah! 

Since the congregation will lose out on the opportunity to answer Amein if the 

Chazzan is too quick to begin the next Brachah of Shemoneh Esrei, the Chofetz 

Chaim urges anyone who is the Chazzan to keep this Halachah in mind, and wait for 

the Minyan to respond Amein before continuing.  

 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Talmidei Chachamim of Brisk would occasionally ask riddles to each other, in 

order to sharpen their minds for Torah study. Someone once asked the Brisker Rav 

a riddle. He said, “I have two watches. One of them is broken and it doesn’t move 

at all. The other one works, but it is always slow and off time. Which watch is 

better?” The Brisker Rav asked him, “What would you think the answer to this 

riddle might be?” The man answered, “I think that the watch that never works is 

better, because it tells the correct time at least twice a day. The other watch is 

always telling the wrong time.” The Brisker Rav replied, “I think that the watch 

that moves slowly is a better watch. At least it is moving. A watch that doesn’t 

move isn’t a watch at all!” The Brisker Rav explained that this is an important 

lesson for us. A person should always be ‘moving’ in his Avodas Hashem. Even if 

he is slow and only taking small steps, this is still considered to be serving 

Hashem. However, if one isn’t moving at all, then he isn’t serving Hashem at all. 

We must always be ‘on the move’ when it comes to our Spiritual growth! 
 


