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Re’eh 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רחל בת שרה

 נתנאל מרדכי ב� רחל
 לזווג הגו� במהרה

 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל
 להצלחת

 דוד ברו� ב� רחל ויעקב ברו� ב� רחל
חמותונשועות יובות טשורות ב  

 לעילוי נשמת יעקב יצחק ב� ר' בנימי�

)'בכ 'יד(' וגו עשר תעשר  

You shall tithe etc. (14:22). 

Medrash (Yalkut 893) says, ‘If you merit (by giving Ma

go out to sow the field. If you don’t, then the one who goes out to the field

you. Who is that? It is Esav who is referred to

(Bereishis 25:27).’ 

Zera Shimshon asks why is the punishment for not givi

aggravate the Jewish people? 

Zera Shimshon explains that we find that one of the ways that Esav 

his father into thinking that he was a righteous person was by questioning 

the laws of Ma’aser – “How do I tithe salt?” (See Rashi ibid

obvious question is - why was it the concept of Ma

fool his father with? 

Zera Shimshon explains, that the greatest gift of all that Hashem 

promised to Avraham Avinu was that he would give the land of Eret

descendants. This is why, upon hearing this tiding, Avraham Avinu buil

to thank Hashem (Bereishis 12:7). 
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that he would remove the Canaanim from the land when the 
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original owners. For this reason, Hashem commanded 

the produce that the land gives since this shows that Hashem is the true 

the land and Ma’aser is a form of tax to Him. This contradicts the claim that we 

stole the land from its original inhabitants since Hashem is the true owner and 

rant it to whomever He wants. 

us, if one wishes to merit the land of Eretz Yisroel, he must admit that 

Hashem is its true owner and this can only be done by being 

t was for this reason that Esav tried to show 

lous he was with this Mitzva, since he wanted Yit

him the land of Eretz Yisroel. 

ndeed, Eretz Yisroel was part of what Yitzchok

Avinu in his blessing. (See Ramban on Bereishis 36:6.) 

herefore, as long as the Jewish people give Ma’

e that Hashem is the true owner of the land, then they 

 owners. However, should they not keep the Mit

show that they do not admit that the land is Hashem

and lose their right to the land. As a punishment

order to receive the blessing of the land (see Medrash Rabba Bereishis 

65:10), and in fact lost the blessings because of this, is the one who will provoke 

people when they fail to give Ma’aser. 
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