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 עין רואה ואוזן שומעת וכל מעשיך בספר נכתבים
A watchful eye, an attentive ear, and all your deeds are recorded in a book 

R’ Yisroel, a simple Jew with a good heart. For his livelihood, he works in a 
neighborhood supermarket and among his responsibilities is to watch for 
customers that try to leave the store without paying. 
To his great surprise, he actually caught the cashier, an older woman stealing. 
With much regret and quietly we approached the store manager and I asked 
him to not embarrass her publicly. The manager did indeed deal with the 
matter and went even further by allowing her to stay at the job after tears, 
beseeching and promising that she would never steal again. 
But the situation continued, our guard who had already lost his patience with 
her, called her and he accused her of her misdeeds. He did not notice her 
grown son standing behind her and hearing the conversation, he began to 
strike R’ Yisroel with severe blows and when the police arrived the thug 
claimed that the guard hit him first and he was just defending himself. 
The bruised guard was summoned for questioning and the thug son of the thief 
went free on his way. 
But, the story does not end here and the brazenness was just beginning. The 
thug also demanded that R’ Yisroel be charged with aggravated assault and 
waited for the trial date to see this guard thrown behind bars. 
R’ Yisroel did not know how to defend himself against the lies and he had no 
way to prove his innocence because he spoke with the thief in a place where 
there were no cameras. 
He went to the Kosel Hama’aravi to pour out his heart and he even went to the 
homes of Tzaddikim to request their brachos and he confidently went to court. 
Things did not go well in court and they were talking of sentencing for a few 
years. 
Before the ruling, the judge went out for a break, R’ Yisroel also left the 
courtroom, went into the hall and sat on a bench with a Tehillim in his hand. He 
was approached by a teacher accompanied by a group of youngsters who were 
there for a civics lesson asking if there were proceedings taking place in the 
courtroom so that they could watch a live trial. Knowingly, he pointed to the 
room where his case was being tried and he said that the judge would return 
shortly from a break and they could watch his trial. While they were talking one 
of the boys from the class was looking for Yisroel and he asked all of them: 
“Who is Yisroel?” Of course our Yisroel approached gracefully and told him that 
he was Yisroel.  “if so,” said the boy, “then I have something important to tell 
you” and this is what he said: The woman was standing outside talking to her 
son in Russian and she asked him: “What do you want from Yisroel, the store 
guard? You know he didn’t do anything and now he will sit in jail for no 
reason?!” Her son responded, “He is a religious Jew and all religious Jews get 
what’s coming to them!!!”  
Yisroel heard the news, went through the gate to the judges, and entered the 
judges chamber. The judge was upset and angry for his brazenness, but Yisroel 
was very apologetic and told the judge what the boy had heard. The judge 
shook and said: “We already decided to sentence you to five years in jail, but 
now I will go out and see what I will do.” The judge hurried to settle the court 
and he questioned the boy who explained that he speaks Russian and 
understands every word as HaKadosh Baruch Hu placed in his heart to save the 
guard. The judge tore up the ruling and punished the thug with true help from 
Heaven.                                                                                     .י.פ      
 

 

Learning Merit –  זכותלימוד  
It is told about HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchev zt”l that once on Erev Yom Kippur towards 
evening he was pacing back and forth in his Beis Medrash 
and he was observing the people coming into shul and he 
was advising them to converse fervently before their 
Maker. It was evident from the look of HaRav HaKadosh 
that he was waiting and looking for a certain person and he 
could not find him. One of the congregants approached him 
and wanted to know what the Rebbe was looking for at this 
time and to his astonishment HaRav HaKadosh responded: 
‘I am looking for someone who fulfilled the mitzvah of the 
day in an exemplary manner that he became intoxicated 
from the amount that he drank.’ ‘Drunk at a time like this?’, 
the man wondered before HaRav HaKadosh, ‘everyone is 
shaking from Yom HaDin – Judgment Day, who would be so 
brazen as to drink wine at a time like this? See,’ the man 
continued, ‘Yaakov, who is always drunk, is standing in the 
corner and confessing with terror and anxiety before the 
Day begins and a little further from him is Yossel the drunk 
who is using these last minutes to say several chapters of 
Tehillim, and who would be so brazen at a time like this to 
drink wine until intoxicated?’ 
When HaRav HaKadosh heard these words, he immediately 
turned and faced the Aron Kodesh and began to Daven Kol 
Nidrei, but before he began to daven he opened with 
words in defence of Israel and he said: “Master of the 
World, on this day the virtue of the Children of Israel 
appears before you, on this day You gave them the mitzvah 
to eat and drink and so they fulfilled this mitzvah and they 
ate and drank accordingly, however, though this is so You 
will not find one of them at all who drank wine, they are all 
anxious for the Judgment Day that is coming upon them, 
and all of them came to shul to beseech and ask for their 
lives. If You had given a mitzvah like this to the nations of 
the world they would have filled themselves with food and 
drink,” concluded the Berditchiver his defense, “and would 
You have even found a minyan in the evening?...” 
This was always the way of the righteous in their 
generations, they always looked for the virtue of Israel, and 
they saw to defend them before their Creator, and it is up 
to us to learn from their ways and to recognize the good 
that is found in every Jew. 
We are standing in the days when we are mourning for the 
destruction of Yerushalayim and our House of Glory, and 
each and every one of us has to correct the things that 
caused this, one of these causative things was שנאת חינם – 
baseless hatred, and obviously the correction for this is 
 baseless love, and so, it is up to us to try to – אהבת חינם
arouse this love by considering the virtues of Israel. 

- From a sichah of Rabeinu – Masei 5774 
 



 

 

 התקוה וכוחה
Hope and Its Power 

)לה:יג(ה לכם: והערים אשר תתנו שש ערי מקלט תהיינ   

As to the cities that you shall designate, there shall be six cities of 
refuge for you. (35:13) 
Rashi explains: Six cities of refuge – This tells us that although Moshe set 
aside in his lifetime three cities on the other side of the Jordan River they 
did not provide refuge until the three cities that Yehoshua designated in 
the Land of Canaan had been selected. 
With this commandment we see the great mercy of the Creator Yisbarach 
for His creations. It is appropriate to consider the deeper meaning of this 
teaching, why Hashem Yisbarach commanded it like this, and why the 
three cities that Moshe set aside did not provide refuge until fourteen 
years had passed when they conquered and divided the land. Only then 
did Yehoshua designate the three cities in the Land of Canaan. Wasn’t the 
purpose of these cities to save those that were being chased by people 
that wanted to do them harm? If so, then wouldn’t it have been 
appropriate that as soon as Moshe designated them for this purpose they 
would provide refuge, and all those being chased would have been 
provided with refuge and protection, why did they have to wait all those 
years until Yehoshua completed the directive and set aside three 
additional cities. 
Perhaps we can say that all this was for the benefit of those that had killed 
accidentally as the parsha continues (35:25) when the Torah commands 

תו בשמן הקודש''וישב בה עד מות הכהן הגדול אשר משך או  - ‘He shall dwell in 
it until the death of the Kohen Gadol, whom he had anointed with the oil 
of the holy.’ We find that even if it was necessary for the killer to run to his 
city of refuge, and it was necessary for him to leave his place of residence 
and everything that he had in the city in order save his life, nevertheless, 
there was hope in his heart that perhaps he will merit to once again return 
home in peace, for it was possible that any day the Kohen Gadol could die 
and then he would have regained his freedom. 
However, this hope did not apply during those fourteen years, for then 
everyone knew that that there would be no such thing in Israel, since for 
that battle Yehoshua was commanded to consult with Elazar the Kohen as 
was told to Moshe (27:21)  ולפני אלעזר הכהן יעמוד ושאל לו במשפט האורים

 Before – לפני ה' על פיו יצאו ועל פיו יבאו הוא וכל בני ישראל אתו וכל העדה
Elazar the Kohen shall he stand, and he shall inquire of him of the 
judgment of the Urim before Hashem; by his word shall they go out and by 
his word shall they come in, he and all the Children of Israel with him and 
the entire assembly. Rashi adds: And he shall inquire of him – when 
Yehoshua will need to go out to war. Since Yehoshua was commanded to 
ask the advice of Elazar the Kohen at the time of war, they all knew that 
since they had not yet reached the time when all matters of war were 
concluded, they knew that Elazar the Kohen would leave them, and we 
find that the killer who killed accidentally, had he had the directive to run 
to a city of refuge in these years would not have merited even this hope, 
and this was not the will of Hashem Yisbarach, to have a result like this, 
that is, that a Jew should be in distress without any possibility of having 
hope that perhaps he would be released from there. 
Although there is some consolation to him that the day will come and the 
Kohen Gadol will die, but this will only be after fourteen years of captivity 
and this is not enough to get him through his day to day living. We find 
that there is a period of time when this man has no salvation, and this was 
not the will of Hashem Yisbarach that a person should be in such distress, 
and not have any hope of leaving it. 
Hope is what gives a person the strength to stand in times of distress and 
to overcome it in peace, and as someone once told me after he had been 
imprisoned for several years, that because of the hope that he had every 
day that perhaps at some point he would be released, this gave him the 
strength and encouragement during that period to withstand the sentence 
and finally merit the removal of the shackles. 
   

 
 

We see essentially the same thing as well in the terrible tochacha – 
rebuke that is mentioned in the Torah. Amongst all the harsh words that 
are stated that would come about chas v’chalilah if we anger Hashem 
Yisbarach it states (Vayikra 26:42) ' את בריתי יעקוב ואף את בריתי וזכרתי

והארץ אזכר'זכר איצחק ואף את בריתי אברהם   - I will remember My 
covenant with Yaakov and also My covenant with Yitzchak, and also My 
covenant with Avraham will I remember, and I will remember the Land. 
This posuk comes to revive us with drops of comfort, for even though 
these tribulations are chas v’chalilah decreed from Heaven, still, each 
and every person needs closeness and encouragement so as to not give 
up home completely. Similar to that which is stated (Devorim 32:39 
 I struck down and I will heal. We find something – מחצתי ואני ארפא
similar regarding the moon that HaKadosh Baruch Hu diminished as 
punishment for that which it said, (Rashi to Bereishis 1:16) ‘It is 
impossible for two kings to use the same crown’ however, in spite of 
this, ‘He made its hosts many to conciliate it’, the intention with this 
was to have many stars shine in the darkness of night. 
Even after the tochacha – rebuke (admonishment), we find that the 
Torah concluded with a good posuk (Vayikra 26:44)  ואף גם זאת... לא'

 But also, even though there is this… I will not have‘ מאסתים ולא געלתים'
been abhorred by them nor will I have rejected them’, to say that, a 
person should accustom himself that he not be broken by anything, and 
he should place his trust in his Creator for He is Good and does good, 
and surely he will leave from his distress. The general principle that 
emerges from here is that even in times of trouble Hashem Yisbarach 
desires that a person not lose hope in times of distress, for through 
hope he merits to be strengthened to withstand and overcome every 
wave that passes over him. 
This is appropriate for every person to be strengthened in every time of 
trouble and distress, for we see this in practice, for every distress that 
comes upon a person, the person also merits a specific hope that he will 
merit to be redeemed and freed, in a way that he sees the hand of 
Hashem covering him though hidden yet supervising, and through this 
he has the strength to go on and hope that the day will come when that 
which is hidden will dissipate like smoke, and it is incumbent on every 
person to instill this faith in his heart and this is what gives the person 
the strength to withstand anything that passes over him and he will 
emerge from it. 
This is similar to what we see with troubles in general, we mourn for 
them very much during these days, for the month in which the Bais 
Hamikdash was destroyed is called ‘Menachem Av’, and it is explained 
in the holy seforim that something is hinted at here, to teach us that 
although the terrible destruction happened then, Hashem Yisbarach still 
remains a compassionate and merciful ‘Av” [Father] to Israel, and His 
love extends to us as before, and even the destruction itself is a result of 
His great mercy for us for it is like the mercy of a ‘Father’ for His 
children, Who poured out His anger on wood and stones as has been 
stated. 
When a person realizes and senses that all troubles and tribulations that 
he surpasses, everything is supervised with the competency and 
guidance of our Father, the Father of Mercy. Although we enter and He 
hides, as it were, in His Sanctuary, nevertheless, we have still not left His 
competent supervision that is over us, then the person has ‘nechama’ – 
consolation – and great encouragement for anything that passes over 
him, until he sees the true Providential Supervision [hashgacha] eye to 
eye.  
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