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When Things Are Not Going One’s Way, He Should Realize That Everything 

Is For His Own Good, Even Though He Cannot See It Yet!  
 

›› The Great Benefit That Derived From The Fact That 
Pinchos Was Not Appointed A Kohein Until He Killed 
Zimri    

The verse states (25:13): “It shall be for him and for his 
descendants after him as an eternal covenant of kehunah, 
because he was zealous for his G-d and atoned for the 
children of Yisroel."  

Rashi explains: Although the kehunah had already been 
given to Aharon’s descendants, it had been given only to 
Aharon and his sons who were anointed with him, and to 
their children whom they would beget after their 
anointment. Pinchos, however, who was born before that 
and had never been anointed, had not been included in the 
kehunah until now. And so, we learn in Zevachim (101b): 
“Pinchos was not made a kohein until he killed Zimri.” 

The Darash Moshe derives from here a profound insight: 
We can discern from here how Hashem deals with his 
creations in a manner that is completely kind and merciful. A 
person sometimes thinks occurrences are hurtful for him, 
but in truth everything Hashem Yisborach does on this world 
is for our benefit.  

Pinchos witnessed his father, grandfather, and uncle 
serving in the Mishkan and offering sacrifices for nearly 40 
years, while he could not serve. He certainly was pained by 
this situation. But, in truth, the entire situation was designed 
for his ultimate benefit. A kohein who kills a man is 
invalidated from serving in the Mishkan. Therefore, Pinchos 
was not anointed as a kohein until after he 
killed Zimri. Thus, he was valid to be a kohein, 
and all of the future Kohanim Gedolim 
descended from him as is stated in Tosfos in 
Zevachim (101B): “We find in Divrei Hayamim 
(1:5) that all Kohanim Gedolim came from 
Pinchos. The Sifri learns from the verse ‘My 
covenant of peace’ that 80 Kohanim Gedolim 
descended from him who served in the first Bais Hamikdosh, 
and 300 served in the second Bais Hamikdosh. And all of 
them are listed in the Sifri.” In addition to this, he merited 
reaching the level of ascending to Heaven while still alive 
and living forever.  

From here we can learn that even if sometimes we have 
difficulties understanding the ways of Hashem, we must 
realize that everything is for our benefit. He orchestrates all 
events for our good, as is stated simply in the holy Ohr 
Hachaim (Shemos 22:6): “There is no time or moment when 
Hashem does not do His work with man, both in regard to 
his body and in regard to his needs.” Even sufferings are only 
sent for one’s ultimate good.    

›› The Difference Between “Holchei Derachim” And 
“Ovrei Derachim”   

The Gemara relates (Brachos 3A): “Rebbe Yosi says, I 
was once walking on the road, and I entered into one of the 
ruins of Jerusalem in order to pray. Eliyahu of blessed 
memory appeared and waited for me at the door till I 
finished my prayer.  After I finished my prayer, he said to me: 
Peace be with you, my master! And I replied: Peace be with 
you, my master and teacher! And he said to me: My son, why 
did you go into this ruin? I replied: To pray. He said to me: 
You ought to have prayed on the road. I replied: I feared lest 
‘ovrei derech’, passersby on the road, might interrupt me.” 

 

 The Sefer Ben Yehoyada asks why he used the term 
“ovrei derech”, passersby on the road, rather than the word 
“holchei derech”, people who walk on the road, as he began 
by saying that he once was “mehalech ba’derech””, walking 
on the road.  

He answers by citing the Sefer Yitav Lev (in his 
explanation to the prayers of the Kohen Gadol on Yom 

Kippur) who explains that there are two distinct 
types of people who travel on the road. There is 
one category of people who are called “holchei 
derech”, those who travel on the road, which 
indicates that they have pure faith and recognize 
that their travelling is all part of Hashem’s Divine 
Providence. They realize that Hashem is leading 

them on a specific path for a very specific reason, and they 
travel on the path.  

The second category of people are known as “ovrei 
derech”, passersby on the road. This indicates that they do 
not possess such pure faith and cannot see the purpose for 
their travels. They can only look at the travels as a means to 
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reach their destination. Therefore, they “pass by” the road, 
meaning they walk by quickly and hurriedly to reach their 
destination, thinking that if they rush they will get there 
faster. They fail to see that everything has already been pre-
ordained from Above and their hurrying is purposeless.  

The difference between them is “holchei derech” will 
not be disturbed or upset when faced with obstacles on the 
road. They know that everything was put there by Hashem 
for their own ultimate benefit and have no reason to lose 
their serenity and peace of mind. “Ovrei derech”, however, 
will become upset whenever they encounter an obstacle 
because they think they are losing out because of it and are 
being delayed from reaching their destination.  

For this reason, Rebbe Yossi was afraid 
that “ovrei derech” might interrupt his 
prayers, but he was not concerned with 
“holchei derech”. “Ovrei derech” would 
interrupt him if they felt he was blocking their 
way because they are in a rush to reach their 
destination and they would see him as an 
obstacle in their path. “Holchei derech”, 
however, because they would understand 
that he was not an obstacle in their way and 
whatever is blocking them is sent for their 
own benefit.  

This is also the explanation of the Gemara 
that states (Tainus 24B): “Rebbe Chanina ben 
Dosa was traveling along a road when it began 
to rain. He said before Hashem: Master of the 
Universe, the entire world is comfortable, 
because they needed rain, but Chanina is 
suffering, as he is getting rained on. The rain 
ceased...Rav Yosef said, in reaction to this 
story: What effect does the prayer of the 
Kohein Gadol have against that of Rebbe 
Chanina ben Dosa?” His intent was that the 
Kohen Gadol’s prayer that Hashem should not 
listen to the prayer of individual “ovrei 
derech” to withhold rain while they are 
traveling was disregarded in the case of 
Rebbe Chanina ben Dosa. 

The Ben Yehoyada explains that the 
Kohen Gadol prayed that the prayers of “ovrei 
derech” should not be heard by Hashem. 
Rebbe Chanina ben Dosa was, of course not 
on this low level of lacking emunah in Hashem. 
He was a “holech derech”, and the Kohen 
Gadol certainly did not include people like him in his prayer.   

›› Who Was More Successful? Dan, Who Had One Deaf 
Son, Or Binyomin Who Had Ten Healthy Sons?   

The verse (26:42-43) tells us that Dan had 64,400 
descendants. The Chofetz Chaim comments on this: The 
Torah teaches us here that there can be no plans or wisdoms 
against the will of Hashem. Binyomin son of Yaakov had ten 
sons. Dan had but one son, Chushim, who was deaf and 
mute (ass is stated in Sotah 13A). Still and all, Dan had many 
more descendants than Binyomin or any other tribe. Dan 
had 64,400 descendants, while Binyomin only had 45,600.  

The Chofetz Chaim concludes: We can learn from here 
that one who Hashem favors can have more success with 
one son than others have with ten sons. The same is true of 
possessions. A poor man can be made by Hashem to feel 
successful and be happy with his lot, while a rich man may 
feel unsuccessful.  

The Chofetz Chaim is saying that there is often more 
than meets the eye. What appears to be true is not always 
the real truth. Therefore, one should never lose his serenity 
when faced with difficulties. Rather, he should have faith 
that Hashem’s send everything for a reason. Sometimes we 
can understand the reason right away. Other times, we 
cannot understand it for many years. Sometimes, we cannot 

see the reason for many generations. 
Sometimes, we may never see it. But we must 
believe that there is, indeed, a reason, and 
accept everything He sends with patience, joy 
and serenity.  

›› Klal Yisroel’s Strength Is Its Savlanus, 
Patience   

The Gemara (Tainus 25A) relates that 
Rebbe Chanina ben Dosa’s wife once cried to 
him about their poverty. Rebbe Chanina 
prayed to Hashem and a hand came out of the 
sky and handed him a leg of a table made out 
of gold. That night, he saw in a dream that all 
the other righteous men were sitting and 
eating in Paradise at golden tables with four 
legs, while he was sitting at a three-legged 
table. He understood that he had been given 
one his table legs from Paradise in this world. 
He prayed for mercy, and the hand 
reappeared and took the leg back.  

The Chasam Sofer (Brachos 32A) explains 
that the three legs are symbolic of the three 
pillars upon which the world stands: Torah, 
avodah (serving Hashem), and gemilus 
chasadim (acts of kindness). The fourth leg is 
symbolic of “savlanus” patience and 
accepting one’s situation. Thus, when he 
could not accept his situation and asked for a 
better lot in life, he was given the fourth leg as 
a sign that he was lacking in the trait of 
“savlanus”. When he realized this, he 
accepted his lot with “savlanus”, and 
returned the fourth leg.  

In the same vein, the Ramban (Devarim 7:6) states that 
Hashem’s great love for His nation, Klal Yisroel, stems from 
their ability to accept His love. He writes: “He chose them to 
love them because they were more fitting to love than all 
other nations…because one is loved by Him if they can 
accept His love no matter what befalls them, and Yisroel was 
more fitting for this than any other nation.”  

›› Be Careful Not To Become Confused By Divine 
Providence!   

The Gemara (Avodah Zara 55A) relates that when 
suffering befall a person, a vow is imposed on the sufferings 
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not to arrive until a certain time and to leave by a certain 
time through a certain remedy. Rebbe Yochanon said: This is 
as is stated (Devarim 28:59): “Terrible and believable 
plagues.” The plagues are terrible in what they are sent to 
do, and they are believed because of the vow.  

This verse is in the middle of the Tochacha, curses. Why 
is the lesson that sufferings must make a vow written amidst 
the curses? 

The Chasam Sofer (ibid) explains that when a person sins 
Hashem sends sufferings upon him that are limited to the 
extent of his sin. If the sufferer realizes that the difficulties 
he encounters are not a coincidence and he is being 
punished for his sin, and he repents and cries out to Hashem, 
Hashem may have mercy on him and remove the sufferings 
earlier than the proscribed time, and they may go away on 
their own with no need for any remedy.  

However, the evil inclination, which originally caused 
the man to sin, does not let him off the hook so easily, and 
persuades him to ascribe the suffering to a “natural” causes, 
and thereby convinces him that he can cured through this or 
that natural remedy. The evil inclination is aware that the 
sufferings were ordained to leave at a certain time through 
a certain remedy. Therefore, it tells the person to do that 
remedy at that time – and the sufferings suddenly cease. 
This leads the person to believe that the “natural” remedy 
actually worked, and there is no spiritual cause for the 
suffering or its ending. And he is, therefore, still stuck in the 
evil inclination’s trap.  

Because of this, the fact that the sufferings are sworn to 
leave at a particular time through a particular means can be 
a curse which traps a person in the clutches of the evil 
inclination, and that is why this verse is in the portion of the 
curses.  

We learn for this that Hashem Yisborach wants every 
individual to contemplate the meaning behind whatever 
occurs to him, and to realize that nothing happens by 
chance. One is meant to recognize that whatever happens 
to Him comes from Hashem, and He sends us signs through 
these occurrences to show us the path to take in life. 
Bilaam’s sin was that he failed to pay attention to the clear 
signs that were sent to him to convince him to desist from 
his mission to curse the nation.  

›› The Divine Providence Of The Story Of Pinchos    

Rashi (Parshas Pinchos 25:6) cites the words of Chazal 
that during the story of the sin of Zimri, Moshe could not 
remember the halacha that one who lies with an Aramis is 
liable to death. Hashem orchestrated this to happen 
because the time had come for Pinchos to come and “take 
what was his” by becoming a kohen.   

Rav Simcha Zisel Braude zt”l (in his Sefer Sham Derech) 
writes that from this Medrash we see how far Divine 
Providence truly extends to ensure that everyone receives 
what is destined for them, as the Gemara states (Yoma 38B): 
Ben Azai said: By your name you will be called, and to your 
place you will be restored and from what belongs to you will 

you be given. No man can touch what is prepared for his 
fellow even to the extent of one hair's breadth and no 
kingdom shall interfere with another. Rashi explains: No 
man should complain saying, “So-and-so grabbed by 
livelihood” because it is inevitable that, “By your name you 
will be called, and to your place you will be restored and 
from what belongs to you will you be given.” He did not take 
from you. Rather, one’s sustenance is ordained from 
Heaven.  

This concept goes so far that if a person is destined to 
receive something – even if it appears impossible for him to 
get it - Hashem will perform wonders for him to get what is 
meant to be his. The prime example of this is that in order 
for Pinchos to “take what was his”, Hashem caused an 
extraordinary event to take place. Moshe Rabenu, the great 
teacher of the nation, who had stood in opposition to the 
nation of 600,000 during the story of the eigel, and had even 
stood against the Heavenly angels who spoke against him 
when he went to receive the Torah, now simply forgot a 
ruling. This was all orchestrated by Hashem so that Pinchos 
could “take what was his.” 

Rav Braude continues: This “forgetting” is remarkable 
for numerous reasons. The Gemara in Sotah (9A) states: 
Rebbi Chanina son of Papa expounded: What is meant by the 
verse (Tehilim 33): “The righteous rejoice with Hashem. 
Praise is comely for the upright?” Do not read it that praise 
is “na'eh”, comely, rather read it that praise is “naveh”, a 
habitation. This alludes to Moshe and Dovid over whose 
works (in erecting a Sanctuary) their enemies had no power 
(to derive benefit). Of (the Bais Hamikdosh planned by) 
Dovid, it is written (Eicha 2:9): “Her gates are sunk in the 
ground.” With regard to Moshe, it is said that after the first 
Bais Hamikdosh was erected, the Ohel Moed (of the 
Mishkan) was stored away, its boards, hooks, beams, pillars 
and sockets. Chazal also say that had Moshe Rabenu 
entered the land and built the Bais Hamikdosh, no nation 
would ever have been able to destroy it.  

We see that every action of Moshe’s was eternal. It is 
therefore certain that the Torah he learnt directly from the 
Almighty was eternal. How is it possible that he “forgot” a 
law? The only answer is that this was a Divinely orchestrated 
miracle in order for Pinchos to take what was due to him.  

Rav Braude concludes: How foolhardy and laughable are 
the efforts of people who exert themselves with untold 
attempts to procure wealth for themselves, but are 
unaware that their efforts are for naught. Whatever is 
destined for them will be given to them through Divine 
orchestration with no undue efforts on their part. And what 
is not destined for them will not be given to them no matter 
how hard they toil. On the contrary, they are causing harm 
by exerting efforts because they will inevitably hurt others, 
and possibly cause themselves to lose even what was due to 
them.  

We see that there is an obligation at all times to 
strengthen our emunah and see Hashem’s guidance even 
during difficulties and sufferings. If we do so, we will merit 
His light and salvation.  


