
 

 

Last week’s Question 

Where do we find two  Berachos  containing the 

words “ אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו”, that are 

said over one mitzvah? 

Answer: At a bris. The Mohel recites the bracha 

of  המילה .על     

The father of the child recites the bracha of 

 .להכניסו בבריתו

 

Next weeks Question:  

Where do we find an object which if 

it was never seen by human eyes 

is permissible, but once any one 

gets to look at it ,it is prohibited ?  

 רבות מחשבות

The parsha begins with the 

death of Sarah and testifies 

that at 100 years old she was 

like a 20 year old for sin and 

at 20 her beauty was like 

that of a 7 year old. A famous 

question is that a 100 year 

old has less temptation to sin 

than the 20 year old and the 

beauty of a 7 year old is 

much different than that of a 

20 year old. The midrash 

actually writes this chazal 

differently. Her beauty at 100 

was like that of a 20 year old 

and at 20 she was like a 7 

year old with regard to sin. 

 

Different Take.. 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת   חיי  שרה   

The Glass is Half Full 

In Yeshivas Mir, there were two cooks who prepared the meals for all the bochurim 
and kollel members.  They both came from Russia, and they both were cooks in a 
University in Russia prior to coming to Yerushalayim. One day, a fellow walked by 
the kitchen and heard the cooks talking while peeling the potatoes. One cook was 
lamenting “my life is so pathetic, I left Russia to start a new life. Look at me now I 
am in the same dead-end life, I work hard and get paid nothing.” A moment later 
the other cook said, “Are you out of your mind. In Russia we had to peel potatoes 
for people who are studying general topics. Now we are so fortunate to prepare 
food for people who are studying Torah. This is such a wonderful opportunity; I 
would even do it for free.” R’Yitzchok Zilber  used to say this story ever year the 
week of parshas Chayei Sarah. He would comment “we see that you can have two 
people that are going through the same situation and one person can only see the 
bad in it, while another person is able to see the great opportunity that is being 
sent his way”. This concept helped me resolve a difficulty that I had with the first 
Rashi in this week’s parsha. Rashi comments that all of the years of Sarah’s life 
were equally good. How could Rashi write this, if you take a quick look at her life 
you will see that it was full of difficult and painful events? R’ Yitzchok would say 
that if we would look at her life, WE would say it was all bad. However Sarah 
Imeinu looked at things differently, and she saw in all her challenges  tremendous 
opportunities. She took every stumbling block and turned it into a stepping stone.  
 

 



 Eliezer realized that Rivka was not a simple woman, when he saw that the water miraculously rose up to greet her. He felt that this was a 

sign from Hashem that perhaps she is fit to be the wife for Yitzchok. However, he needed to check how she does chesed, and therefore he 

asked her to give him some water. The Ramban points out that, if you look at the wording in the pasuk (24:20) when she is drawing water 

for the camels, it says “she drew the water”. However, earlier in the psukim (24:17), when she is drawing water for herself, it says “and 

her jug was filled” but there was no mention of her drawing water (this is how we know that the water rose up to her). The Kedushas Levi 

asked why a miracle only happened for her when she was filling her own jug, but when she was drawing water for Eliezer and the camels 

she had to draw it all on her own? He answered that she was a tzadeikes and therefore deserved to have miracles happen for her. 

However, when she was doing chesed , Hashem wanted that she should receive all the reward for doing the chesed. Therefore, no miracle 

happened for her. We should we remember this insight the next time we undertake to do a chesed and it becomes difficult. We should 

remember that the challenge is there to make sure that we get the full reward for the chesed, not to deter us from completing the act.  

 Reb Isaac Perry z’l was a wealthy Yid, a renowned baal tzedakah, who lived in New York. (He reprinted the Shem MiShmuel and 
Avnei Nezer in a beautiful format.) When he became ill, he called a well-known marbitz Torah (Torah progenitor) of Eretz Yisrael, 
told him about his health situation, and suggested that they study Shem MiShmuel over the phone every day. The marbitz Torah 
immediately agreed. 
 At a set hour, every day, they studied Shem MiShmuel together and they warmed their hearts with his inspiring and deep 
lessons. They kept up this long-distance telephone-chavrusah for a long time, until Reb Isaac Perry’s disease finally overcame him.  
 His levayah was in Eretz Yisrael, and his chavrusah was of course present. After the kevurah (burial) was completed and most 
people had already left the cemetery, the sound of a cell-phone ringing (actually singing) was heard, emanating from Reb Isaac Perry’s 
grave. Whoever was present was astounded… and a little afraid, because no one had ever heard sounds coming out of a grave before. 
 As it turned out, it was his chavrusah’s phone. When he was shoveling earth into the grave, his cell phone fell out of his shirt 
pocket and into the grave. When the chavrusah realized that his cell phone was missing, he borrowed someone’s phone and called his 
own. That is when his phone began ringing from inside the grave.  
 People who heard this story quipped, “Reb Isaac Perry had a lot of money and expensive properties, but he didn’t take those 
into his grave. But on his final journey he did take his telephone-chavrusah, and all the other good deeds that he performed.” 

 Chain of events 

After Akeidas Yitzchak, Avraham decides it is time to find a wife for Yitzchak. He calls on his trusted servant Eliezer to fulfill that mission. Upon 

hearing the news that Yitzchok is ready for marriage, Eliezer thinks his daughter would be a perfect match. When he makes this suggestion to 

Avraham he is turned away due to the fact that he comes from a cursed nation, while Yitzchok is from a blessed nation.  It wouldn’t be proper for a 

blessed nation to mix with a nation that is cursed.  Eliezer sets out on his mission with a heart filled with disappointment.  He arrives at the well and 

davens that, in the zechus of Avraham, he finds a wife quickly for Yitzchok. The first word of his Tefilah is “vayomer” and the trup on that word is a 

shalsheles. There are two other times in Bereshis where that trup is used. In last week’s parsha, when Lot fled S’dom it is used. The second time is 

when Yosef Hatzadik turns away from the wife of Potiphar.  In all three instances the people involved are being faced with a difficult decision. Lot 

has to decide to flee S’dom and deal with being compared to Avraham. Eliezer has to disregard his personal agenda of his daughter marrying 

Yitzchok. Yosef Hatzadik has to turn away from a very challenging temptation. In all three cases each party ultimately makes the right decision. This 

is represented in the trup of shasheles which means a chain. Meaning, all three people grabbed on to the chain of our Avos and made the right 

decision.   

פרשת   חיי  שרה             
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