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Pesach 

The Essence of Pesach 

What is it that we celebrate on Pesach? What about 

Yidden in Auschwitz who celebrated Pesach; they 

were anything but free, how could they possibly 

celebrate freedom? What is the great gratitude that we 

have to Hashem for taking us out of Mitzrayim, isn’t 

He the One who put us there in the first place? 

Obviously there is more to this topic than what meets 

the eye. Freedom is more than just freedom. There is 

something of much greater magnitude that is being 

celebrated here. Let us discover the beauty and 

spiritual energy of this amazing YomTov.  

In the Hagadah we say that a person is obligated to 

view himself as if he was redeemed from Mitzrayim. 

What does this mean? Our ancestors left Mitzrayim 

thousands of years ago; what does it have to do with 

us? 

Why was Paroh so stubborn, didn’t he realize that we 

were too strong for him? When there is a war, what is 

the factor that determines who will win? Every nation 

has their מלאך, or שר that is in charge of them. When 

there is a war, what we see is merely a physical 

representation of what is taking place in the upper 

realms
1
. Over there the sar of the two nations are 

fighting, when one of them wins, his nation down 

here is victorious. The strongest שר, was the one in 

charge of Mitzrayim
2
; thus, they became a world 

power. The Zohar )'שמות נ"ב ב( states that Paroh was 

the greater than all the sorcerers and he checked and 

saw that according to the nature of the upper realms, 

there was no way that the Yidden could overpower 

Mitzrayim. What he did not realize was that there is a 

G-d who is dominant above all nature.
3
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In other words, according to the laws of nature there 

was no way for us to break free, it was only because 

of our connection with Hashem that we succeeded. 

By yitziyas Mitzrayim, Hashem did not merely 

redeem us; he made us His nation. Thus we had the 

connection needed to transcend the laws of nature. 

In the Hagadah we say that if not for Hashem taking 

us out of Mitzrayim we would still be enslaved there. 

The Meforshim ask, over the past 3000 years there 

has been countless political upheavals around the 

world. Surely sooner or later we would have broken 

loose. How can it say that we would still be slaves? 

Based on the above Zohar we can answer, political 

upheaval is just a reflection of wars in the upper 

realms. As Paroh correctly saw, in the upper realms 

there was no chance in a million years that we would 

overpower them. Indeed if not for Hashem we would 

definitely still be enslaved
4
. 

There was once a Jewish student who was studying 

wars. The professor was lecturing about the war 

strategies used by several countries that won wars. 

Our friend raised his hand and inquired as to why the 

professor had not discussed the war tactics of Israel. 

The professor replied sternly, “I don’t want to hear 

that question again. Please come to me after class.” 

With the conclusion of the lesson our friend 

approached the teacher. The professor explained, 

“Israel is the only country that there is no intellectual 

way to explain their wars. Based on their manpower 

and tactics it makes no sense that they won. There is 

no benefit in studying their wars as there is no 

explanation for their victory.” 

Indeed according to the laws of nature it doesn’t make 

sense. But of course the explanation is simple; we are 
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Hashem’s nation, thus we are above the laws of 

nature. 

Last year R’ Avraham Shmulevitz gave a remarkable 

schmooze where he delved into this topic. I would 

like to relate a few points that he shared. By the seder 

we eat matzah and afterwords maror. Maror 

represents the bitterness of the slavery, matzah 

represents the redemption. Wouldn’t it make sense to 

commemorate the slavery before we commemorate 

the redemption? Why do we not eat maror first? 

The נתיבות explains: if we were to eat maror and then 

matzah, it would insinuate that what we are 

celebrating is the end of our slavery. As if the whole 

geulah was merely going back to square one how 

things were before the slavery. In essence we are 

celebrating something so much more incredible; by 

yetziyas Mitzrayim Hashem made us His nation. We 

first celebrate this to demonstrate that our celebration 

is not merely about the end of our slavery. 

There are many people who have the custom to recite 

the hagadah on shabbas Hagadol. The Gr”a however 

disagrees with this minhag based on what we say in 

the Hagadah that the mitzvah of סיפור יציאת מצרים is 

only at the time when there is matza and maror in 

front of you. How are we to understand this Gr”a, 

surely we are not saying the hagadah on Shabbos 

Hagadol with the intention of fulfilling the mitzvah of 

  ?What could be wrong with saying it .סיפור יציאת מצרים

R’ Avraham explained: why is it that we only say the 

hagadah when there is matza and maror in front of 

us? Rashi in explain the Posuk of ה' לי בעבור זה עשה   

says ‘Hashem redeemed us in order that we may keep 

His Mitzvohs’. The main part of the redemption was 

that He made us His nation and gave us Mitzvohs. By 

saying the Hagadah when there are the Mitzvohs of 

the seder before us, we are reiterating that the primary 

purpose of the redemption was us becoming the 

nation of Hashem. Saying the Hagadah without these 

Mitzvohs before us is missing the main component of 

what we are commemorating. 

In Maariv we say that Hashem took us out of 

Mitzrayim לחירות עולם, to an eternal freedom. What 

does this mean? Were there not subsequent times that 

we were enslaved? How can this be called freedom 

forever? R’ Chaim Brisker explained: by Yetziyas 

Mitzrayim we became Hashem’s nation. It is now 

impossible to enslave us. They may enslave our 

bodies, but in essence WE are still free as our 

neshamos are eternally bound to Hashem. 

During the war there were countless stories of Yidden 

celebrating with Hashem. These are people who 

witnessed the worst nightmares possible, they were 

penniless, left without family, and enslaved behind 

barb wires. How is it possible for them to celebrate? 

R’ Shach explained: they realized that no matter what, 

they remain Hashem’s nation. Their bodies may be 

enslaved but they were still celebrating their status of 

princes. 

We can now return to our initial question, what does 

it mean that we must view ourselves as if we left 

Mitzrayim? The נתיבות explains: the essence of 

Yetziyas Mitzrayim was Hashem taking us as His 

nation, for without this status we have no standing in 

the world. Hashem’s intention was not to merely take 

that generation as His nation; He had in mind our 

nation for all generations. Thus by Yetziyas Mitzrayim 

Hashem did not only choose our ancestors as His 

nation; He chose us. Thus we are directly connected 

to the primary essence of Yetziyas Mitzrayim. 

Therefore we must view it as if we were the ones 

redeemed to become His nation. 

This is why we tell the wicked son who asks  מה

 that if he would have been in העבודה הזאת לכם

Mitzrayim he would not have been redeemed. Our 

redemption was not Hashem ending our suffering; it 

was Him taking us as His nation. One who refuses to 

take part in serving Hashem has no connection in 

Yetziys Mitzrayim and would not have been 

redeemed.  

Our gratitude to Hashem is not that he ended our term 

of slavery; it is that He made us His nation. 

Pesach is celebrating the birth of our being the nation 

of Hashem. The spiritual energy of the day is this; 

renewing our status of being His nation. 


