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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

       PARSHAT DEVARIM (CHAZON)

HEARING DIRECTLY FROM MOSHE RABENU

Moshe tells the nation: "I said to you at that time, saying: 'I cannot carry you alone'" (Devarim 1:9).

Moshe then proceeds to outline his solution to the difficulty: "provide for yourselves distinguished me,

who are wise, understanding, and well known to your tribes and I shall appoint them as your heads".

The Torah records for us the response of the people: "You answered me and said: 'the thing that you

have proposed to  do  is  good'"  (ibid.  14).  This  sounds like a  proper response -  Moshe makes a

suggestion and they agree to abide by it. Why then is this referred to as rebuke?

We are taught that out of respect for the Jewish nation, Moshe did not mention the rebuke, he simply

said that the task was too much for him. What Moshe does say is: "How can I alone carry your

contentiousness, your burdens, and your quarrels" (ibid.  12) - there is too much quarreling and

infighting.  The  people  could  have  simply  answered  that  they  will  do  their  best  to  reduce  the

infighting. What was missing here in their acquiescing to Moshe's suggestion is that they should have

insisted that they want to hear only from Moshe Rabenu - when it is possible to hear Torah from a

Rav why should they hear from a disciple? Clearly Moshe Rabenu taught the Torah to the entire
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nation and the other judges presumably were aware that if an ox gores in the public domain then he

is only liable for half-damages. Furthermore, Moshe could have insisted that the people learn on their

own, of what purpose is there to keep coming back to Moshe Rabenu?

There are people who run to a judge for everything, as the Gemara describes those from the tribe of

Dan. However, not all of Bnei Yisrael were from the tribe of Dan. If there is a dispute they should be

able to work it out on their own. Rather, one cannot compare hearing from the Rav to the disciple or

on one's own because the Rav conveys the message of how severe and stringent this case is, even

the smile  on his  face  conveys a  message.  The people should not  have said  they could  manage

without Moshe because Moshe is the man of truth, he will insist on ruling only in the correct way

possible. Perhaps they thought that with other judges they could send some sort of gift in order for

the ruling to be in their favor.

Furthermore, we find many disputes in the Gemara - we need the guidance of the Rav to teach us

how to rule. One of the claims against the tribes of Gad and Reuven was that they wished to be

situated a great distance from the Sanhedrin and thereby only hear Torah rulings from disciples

rather than directly from the central authority as Hashem had wished.

We are mourning the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, the place which Hashem chose, this was

where the Sanhedrin sat and this was the central authority for the nation. There may have been

disputes within the Sanhedrin but they produced one central ruling - they reached a conclusion and

resolved the dispute. Today we have rulings of the Rambam, Shulchan Aruch, Rema, we have tefillin

of Rashi and Rabenu Tam as well as the Bein Hashemashos of the Gr"a and Rabenu Tam. It appears

that we have hundreds of different Torahs.

In our Zemiros of Shabbos we say: "whoever hallows the Shabbos as befits it, whoever safeguards

the Shabbos properly from desecration, His reward is exceedingly great in accordance with his deed,

every man at his own camp and every man at his own banner". What is the meaning of "every man

at his own camp and every man at his own banner", how does this relate to Shabbos observance?

One explanation is that whoever follows the ruling of the Gr"a regarding Bein Hashemashos has

desecrated  the  Shabbos  according  to  Rabenu  Tam,  while  one  who  follows  Rabenu  Tam  has

desecrated the Shabbos according to the Gr"a. The solution is that each purpose must follow his own

Rabbanim until a time when there is one Torah emanating from the Sanhedrin. Thus "every man at

his own camp and every man at his own banner".

The Beis Hamikdas was the guiding light from where rulings were issued. We do not judge capital

cases today because we do not have a clear light to illuminate for us whether a person should be

declared liable or not. The Gemara cites cases of people who erred in understanding of capital cases.

The Sanhedrin  in  Yavne was  referred  to  as  Kerem B'Yavne  -  the  vineyards  of  Yavne.  This  was

reference to the fact that they sat in rows. If they sat in a triangle shape, they would be referred to

as the "triangle of Yavne"? Why is the fact that they sat in rows of such significance? In Yerushalayim

they sat in a semi-circle indicating that they were working together and coming with a unified ruling

in capital cases and other issues, the name highlights the fact that this was not the case in Yavne as

they sat in rows.

We  pray  for  restoration  of  the  Beis  Hamikdash,  the  korbanot,  the  bringing  of  Maaser  Sheni  to

Yerushalayim so that we will be able to witness the Kohanim in their service and the Leviim singing

which would instill us with Yirat Shamayim. May we soon see the restoration of the Davidic Kingdom

and the Sanhedrin in its properly location and may these days become days of joy and gladness.

Amen.
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