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Last Shabbos our community had the great privi-

lege of hearing a great marbitz Torah from Yeshivas 

Mir Yerushalayim, Rav Yosef Elefant, shlita, speak a 

number of times over Shabbos. In one of his derash-

os, at Reb Ephram Ostreicher’s home on Friday night, 

he addressed the vast topic of chinuch. He related 

how after speaking to approximately ten thousand 

different boys over nearly a quarter of a century in 

chinuch, he would like to share a number of funda-

mental common themes that the boys have expressed 

to him. 

 One of the major points that was said, in con-

junction with an idea from Rav Yeruchem Levovitz 

zt”l, was the fact that if a child grows up in a home of 

negativity and criticism and feels like his parents do 

not truly value him, then when faced with nisyonos 

in life, he will not have the wherewithal to overcome 

them - for he will sorely lack true self-worth. 

 As he spoke, I thought about the way my mother, 

a”h, raised us, and how from throughout my childhood 

and until this very summer, I felt that she was behind 

me and believed in me. The security of knowing that I 

had an unconditional ‘fan’ back at home was some-

thing that was worth more than words can describe. 

She did everything she could to always make us feel 

that we were Hashem’s gifts to the world - whether 

by pushing my brothers and me to utilize our musi-

cal talents, encouraging me in my speaking abilities 

every time I spoke publicly or complimenting each of 

our parenting skills after we merited children of our 

own, Baruch Hashem. 

 Her lifelong encouragement is irreplaceable, but 

its effects within us all are truly everlasting. 

 In our Parsha we learn about the Berachos that 

Yitzchak Avinu intended to give Eisav but which, 

through the prophetic intervention of Rivka Imeinu, 

were switched at the last minute to Yaakov instead. 

 Many commentaries over the generations discuss 

why the Berachos had to be given in such a manner, 

and why it was only through these very unique 

circumstances that Yaakov receives what was rightful-

ly his.  

In Rav Pam on Chumash, he brings two different 

fascinating approaches to this question, but for our 

purposes we will just mention the second of the two: 

 Yaakov’s life was filled with many trials and tribu-

lations. Whether it was Eisav and Lavan, or Dinah and 

Yosef, Yaakov endured many nisyonos. What was it that 

gave Yaakov the wherewithal and strength to endure it all 

and overcome? Rav Pam explains it with an incredible 

Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 68,7): Whenever Yaakov 

would find himself in a great challenge he would think 

to himself the following: My mother expended so much 

effort in order to allow me to receive the Berachos, to the 

point where she was even ready to take upon herself any 

curse that might come. How can I disappoint her? 

 Yaakov realized how much faith and confidence 

his mother had in her beloved son and how she knew 

that he was destined to be the father of Klal Yisrael and 

the Bechir Shebiavos, the ‘Select of the Avos.’ It was her 

inestimable kochos that she put into him that gave him 

the strength to be able to overcome each and every one 

of the unbelievable nisyonos he faced in his life. At each 

step of the way he utilized this realization to carry him 

through the vicissitudes of life and to allow him to 

actually become the Bechir Shebiavos! 

 Rav Pam then explains: Perhaps it was this great 

mesirus nefesh that Rivka Imeinu had in the story of the 

Berachos that was needed for the sake of Yaakov 

Avinu’s future. The unique way it which it happened 

enabled Rivka to give that empowerment to her 

beloved son for the rest of his life. 

 Rav Pam then adds: Each of us can use this fun-

damental message to gain the strength and ability to 

overcome our personal challenges as well. We should 

think to ourselves: “How much kochos did our parents put 

into us to bring us to where we are today? How many tears 

and sleepless nights did they give for us? How can we 

disappoint them, after they had so much confidence and faith 

in us and our future? 

 Truly inspiring thoughts to ponder and inter-

nalize…Besiyata DiShmaya.     
 
 


