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אלף למטה אלף למטה, לכל מטות ישראל תשלחו “ 31:4

 ”לצבא

“A thousand from a Shevet, a thousand from a Shevet, 

for all the Shevatim of Yisroel you shall send to the 

legion.”  Klal Yisroel is preparing for battle against Midyan for they caused 

Klal Yisroel to sin with immorality and Avodah Zarah, resulting in a plague 

causing the death of 24,000 of Klal Yisroel.  Why does the Posuk repeat,  אלף

 a thousand from a Shevet? The following Divrei Torah will expound – למטה

on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.   

י"רש  For all the Shevatim of Yisroel” is written“ – ”לכל מטות ישראל“ 31:4 – 

to include Shevet Levi.   

 The Posuk says there was to be a thousand – ”לכל מטות ישראל“ 31:4 - מזרחי

from each Shevet.  It then says, “For all the Shevatim of Yisroel” to teach us 

that although Shevet Levi did not receive a portion of Land in Eretz Yisroel, 

they were included here.  

 Rashi tells us that Shevet – ”לכל מטות ישראל“ 31:4 - משכיל לדוד 

Levi is counted here amongst the Shevatim who sent 1,000 individuals to 

battle Midyan. Whenever Shevet Levi is counted, Ephraim and Menashe are 

counted together under Shevet Yosef, to keep the equilibrium of twelve – 

there were twelve thousand soldiers.  

 There are some who say that – ”אלף למטה“ – 22:3 במדבר רבה 

each Shevet sent 2,000 soldiers, and others say that each Shevet sent 3,000 

soldiers - there were 12,000 (1,000 from each Shevet x 12 Shevatim) who 

watched כליהם – their vessels, and 12,000 for Tefilah.  It says, “ אלף למטה

וימסרו מאלפי “ ,and 1,000 and then the next Posuk says 1,000 – ”אלף למטה

  .which is another 1,000 – for a total of 3,000 per Shevet – ”ישראל אלף למטה

What does, “וימסרו”  - “They were given over” mean?  One P’shat is that they 

were paired up with each other.  Another P’shat is that they were given over 

against their will because the revenge of Midyan was connected to the death 

of Moshe.  They did not want to fight Midyan, so that Moshe would remain 

alive.  A Gorel was performed to decide who would go, and they were forced 

to go.   

 Rashi says that the – ”אלף למטה אלף למטה“ 31:4 - תוספות ברכה 

Posuk teaches us that Shevet Levi was included in this battle.  The Chiddush 

of Rashi is that although Shevet Levi did not receive a portion of Land in Eretz 

Yisroel, and they therefore did not go out to war when Klal Yisroel went to 

conquer the Land, here they did join Klal Yisroel.  This was not a war of 

Gashmiyos, to conquer land, rather this was to rectify the terrible failing of 

Klal Yisroel in that they sinned.  In this failing, all of Klal Yisroel are included, 

and therefore Shevet Levi also needed to join this battle.   

ם"מלבי   says: Rebbe ספרי The – ”אלף למטה אלף למטה“ 31:4 - 

Yishmael says that there were a total of 24,000 who went to war, while 

Rebbe Akiva says there were only 12,000.  The reason that this Posuk is 

repetitive is to teach us that even Shevet Levi went. (Menashe and Ephraim 

were combined into one so that there were only 12 Shevatim).  Rebbe 

Yishmael extrapolates from, “ לכל מטות ישראל...החלצו מאתכם ” – that there 

were 12,000 thousand who actually went to war and exacted revenge against 

Midyan. Then there were 12,000 who were just there to watch the Keilim.   

ל"חידושי הרד   – Bamidbar Rabbah 22:3 – “אלף למטה” – There 

were 12,000 who went to fight and another 12,000 to watch the vessels.  The 

12,000 who went to watch the vessels went against their will, for they were 

needed for the soldiers going into battle.  The 12,000 who went to be 

Mispalel, went out of their own volition – they chose to go.   

“ 31:4 - חן טוב  לכל מטות ישראל תשלחו , אלף למטה אלף למטה

 we know that – ”אלף למטה אלף למטה“ ,Being that the Posuk said – ”לצבא

one thousand from each Shevet was sent.  Why does the Posuk need to say, 

 basically reiterating, from each Shevet?  Perhaps we can – ”לכל מטות ישראל“

say that it comes to tell us that even Shevet Shimon was included – that they 

too sent 1,000 soldiers, even though they had just suffered a devastating 

plague for the sins, that wiped out 24,000 of them.  However, Rashi says that 

it comes to include Shevet Levi.  If it in fact includes Shevet Levi, that would 

mean that 13,000 were sent – in which case how could the Posuk says that 

only 12,000 were sent?  “ וימסרו מאלפי ישראל אלף למטה שנים עשר אלף חלוצי

 From the thousands of Yisroel, 12,000 armed for the legion were“ – ”צבא

given over.”  For the army, there were 12,000 soldiers from each Shevet who 

went out to war, not including Shevet Levi. However, there were also a 

thousand individuals from each Shevet who were Mispalel to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that Klal Yisroel should be victorious in battle, and it is there that 

Shevet Levi is included, so that there were 13,000 individuals being Mispalel. 

   .Each and every Shevet was included for Tefilah – ”לכל מטות ישראל“

 Moshe Rabbeinu wanted – ”לכל מטות ישראל“ 31:4 – העמק דבר 

to have the Zechus of all of the ה-שבטי י  with which to fight Midyan, and they 

would all have the Zechus of defeating Midyan.  

“ 31:4 – רוקח  טה אלף למטהאלף למ ” – “A thousand per Shevet, a 

thousand per Shevet” – a total of two thousand per Shevet.  Twenty four 

thousand Yidin went to war against Midyan, corresponding to the twenty 

four thousand Yidin whose death they had caused.   

“ 31:4 - בעל הטורים  לכל מטות ישראל , לף למטה אלף למטהא

'א The Posuk begins and ends with an – ”תשלחו לצבא  to teach us that all of 

those who went to war were of א'  – one, heart.  They were all dedicated to 

their Father in Heaven.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 31:4 “ כל מטות ל, אלף למטה אלף למטה

 Those who went out to fight Midyan were emissaries – ”ישראל תשלחו לצבא

of the whole community and fulfilled a duty that devolved on the whole 

community.  Each Shevet was represented by an equal number of men.  Klal 

Yisroel were going to fight Midyan here, and not Moav – for while Moav 

attempted to harm Klal Yisroel physically, Midyan sought to harm them 

spiritually.  Klal Yisroel needed to come together completely – equally, and 

eradicate the breaches in spirituality caused by Midyan.   

“ 31:4 - אדרת אליהו  לכל מטות ישראל , אלף למטה אלף למטה

'א Odom Harishon was Pogem, sullied, the – ”תשלחו לצבא  from אדם, man, 

and what remained was דם – blood.  He was also Pogem in the א'  of אמת, 

and what remained was מת.  This brought blood and death to the world.  

Due to the sin of Odom Harishon, Nitzotzos, sparks, from the Neshomos of 

Klal Yisroel fell out, and Klal Yisroel need to separate and collect those 

Nitzotzos in every generation until the Geulah Shlaima.  “ אלף למטה אלף

 that אמת and אדם s from’א represent the two ”אלף“ ,The two words – ”למטה

were sullied by the Chet of Odom Harishon.  “למטה” – from a Loshon of 

“below” meaning that the sin of Odom caused the Nitzotzos to fall down 

from the Neshomos to this world.  Regarding this, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

commands us, “ אתשלחו לצב ” – which is a Remez to the Shem Havayah and 

the Shem Adnus of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, which together with the Kolel equal 

93, the same Gematria as אצב .  We must seek to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

through these Names, and with that Zechus, we will be Zoche to create a 

Tikun for the Chet of Odom, and thereby be Zoche to see the Geulah 

Shlaima.    

ואנכי “ Haftorah Parshas Masei – Yirmiyah 2:21 – ברכת חיים 

 I had planted you a noble sapling, full of true“ – ”נטעתיך שורק כלה זרע אמת

seed.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave ג"תרי , 613, Mitzvos to Klal Yisroel, and 

gave to B’nei Noach only seven.  This means that Klal Yisroel have 606 more 

Mitzvos than B’nei Noach.  There are exactly 606 more Mitzvos for a very 

specific reason. The Arizal says that each and every Yid has a נשמה, רוח, נפש  

that come from Kedusha.  While the other nations of the world do not have 

these three, even from Klipos (the opposite of Kedusha – a source of Tumah) 

– rather all they have is a Nefesh which comes from the Klipah.  Klal Yisroel 

are called a בן, a son, to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  That which Klal Yisroel are 

called the son of Hakodosh Boruch Hu applies to the Nefesh, Ruach, and 

Neshama, as it says in the Posuk Devorim 14:1 “ אלקיכם' בנים אתם לד ” – “You 

are the sons of your G-d,” for they all come from Kedusha Above.  In Targum, 

 from the Nefesh of Kedusha, from the בר Klal Yisroel are  .בר is called ,בן

Ruach of Kedusha, and from the Neshama of Kedusha.  Three times בר is the 

Gematria 606.   Due to Klal Yisroel’s exalted level of being the son of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu on three different levels greater than all the other 
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nations of the world, they are Zoche to the Gematria of בר three times, to 

receive an additional 606 Mitzvos.   

 – ”הלוא מעתה קראת לי אבי אלוף נערי אתה“ 3:4 – ברכת חיים 

“Will you not from this time call to Me, ‘My Father! You are my Master of my 

youth.” Shlomo Hamelech counts fourteen times for something and its 

opposite, for a total of twenty eight times.  The fifth time is “ ועת , עת לבכות

 A time to cry, and a time to laugh.”  The time to cry is the Churban“ – ”לשחוק

Bais Hamikdash, and the time to laugh is the building of the Bais Hamikdash, 

as it says in Tehillim 126:2 “אז ימלא שחוק פינו” – “Then our mouth will be 

filled with laughter.”  A time to cry is also when doing Teshuva, for the main 

part of Teshuva is through crying, as it says in Tehillim 6:9 “ קול ' כי שמע ד

 For Hashem has heard the sound of my weeping” – and Klal Yisroel“ – ”בכיי

will only be Zoche to the Geulah in the Zechus of crying, as it says in Yirmiyah 

31:8 “ ובבכי יבוא ” – “With weeping they will come.”  Zohar 3:122a – The Sod 

of תשובה is  ה –תשוב'  – returning to the ה' , the fifth time, which is crying – a 

person can complete his Teshuva with crying.  When one does Teshuva in 

this manner, he is then called a בן of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and is therefore 

allowed to call Hakodosh Boruch Hu – “אבי אתה” as it says in Yirmiyah 3:19 

“ ומאחרי לא תשובי, ואומר אבי תקראי לי ” – “And I said, ‘Call Me my Father’, and 

do not turn away from behind Me.” “הלא מעתה” – “ 'ה –מעת  ” – from the 

fifth עת, time, which is crying; “קראת לי אבי” – one is Zoche to call Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, Father, because of his Teshuva.  “ בעתה אחישנה', אני ד בעת “ – ”

'ה ” – with the fifth “time” (crying / Teshuva) “אחישנה” – will be a Zechus for 

the Geulah to come.  Zohar 1:146a – Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the Geulah 

Shlaima in the Zechus of crying.   

“ 31:4 – פלא יועץ   לכל מטות ישראל תשלחו , אלף למטה אלף למטה

 s of the Shem Hashem of’א One needs to make complete the three – ”לצבא

י"דנ'א מת'א , , and דם'א .  The completeness of the Bechina of אדם is to 

recognize the א'  – the של עולם ואלופ  – the Master of the world.  The דם 

represents the physical desires and lusts of a person.  One must place the א'  

in front of it, and take control of his physical desires by recognizing Hashem is 

there at all times.   The completeness of אמת is to connect one’s thoughts to 

his words during Limud Hatorah and Tefilah.  One should do these with great 

desire and feeling, and then it is considered that his words are אמת – pure 

truth.   Chas V’sholom, if one just speaks words of Torah and Tefilah, without 

thoughts connected to his words, then his words are called מת, dead, for 

they have no life and are not true words. The א'  of the Shem Hashem is that 

one must have complete Emunah that there is a Master and Ruler over the 

world, Who sees all of his actions.  Sanhedrin 22a – One who Davens must 

see it as if the Shechina is opposite him while he is Davening.  If one Chas 

V’sholom separates that א'  and does not have that Emunah, then there is 

Chas V’sholom דין which will come upon him.  When Klal Yisroel were Zoche 

to have the Bais Hamikdash, through the Korbonos – the throwing of the 

blood, and bringing the Ketores etc… it was a Tikun for the Nefesh – for the 

blood represents the Nefesh.  With this, they were Zoche to be complete, to 

be called אדם.  Brochos 28b – When there was a Bais Hamikdash standing, 

one was to make his heart have Kavanah towards the Kodshei Hakodoshim, 

and that was called אמת.  When we were Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash, 

and Klal Yisroel were Oleh Regel, they were demonstrating their acceptance 

of Ol Malchus Shomayim, and recognized that there is a Master and Ruler 

over the entire world, Who sees all actions – thereby making complete the 

Shem Hashem.  Yerushalmi Yuma 1:1 – “Each generation in which the Bais 

Hamikdash is not rebuilt in his days, it is as if it was destroyed in his days.”  

When we were Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash, we were Zoche to be able 

to complete the three א’s.  During the Yemei Ham’tzorim, the three weeks, 

we must yearn for the Bais Hamikdash with all of our might, and must fix 

these three א’s, for it will be in that Zechus that the Bais Hamikdash will be 

rebuilt.  What Midyan wanted to do was to separate the א'  from these three 

things, so that Klal Yisroel would have דין, מת, דם  – Chas V’sholom.  Hashem 

told Moshe that Klal Yisroel should go out and fight Midyan.  “ החלצו מאתכם

 – complete אדם First Klal Yisroel must make the – ”אנשים לצבא ויהיו על מדין

separate man from his Ta’avos.  After that, he will be able to be Mesaken the 

other two א’s as it says, “אלף“ – ”אלף למטה אלף למטה” – referring to the 

letter א' . There is also a Remez to this in the Haftorah’s Lained during the 

three weeks of, “ חזון, שמעו, דברי  where one’s אמת is a Remez to דברי  ”.

words must be connected to his thoughts in Torah and Tefilah.  שמעו is a 

Remez to אדם, for one must tame the desires of his heart, and listening is 

with the heart.  חזון is a Remez to the Shem Hashem, that one must have 

complete Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and always “see Him” in front of 

himself.   

ח"ברכת הרי   - 31:4 “ לכל מטות ישראל , אלף למטה אלף למטה

'א Hakodosh Boruch Hu is alluded to in the letter – ”תשלחו לצבא , for He is 

the Oneness in the world, and is the של עולם ואלופ , the Ruler of the world.  

That is why the letter א'  is comprised of a ו'  (the line from top to bottom of 

the letter on an angle) and two י’s (the two smaller lines sticking out of the 

middle line) which totals 26 (26 = 6 – ו ,10 – י ,10 – י) – the same Gematria as 

the Shem Havayah – ה-ו-ה-י .  Hashem Yisborach is One, and His Name is One, 

in the Heavens and the earth.  Klal Yisroel are also alluded to in the letter א' , 

for they are called “גוי אחד בארץ” – the one nation of the land (Shmuel 

2:7:23) and as it says in Bamidbar 23:9 “ וים לא יתחשבהן עם לבדד ישכון ובג ” – 

Klal Yisroel resides alone, and they are not counted among the other nations 

of the world.  When Klal Yisroel sinned with the daughters of Midyan, they 

were Pogem in the letter א'  which is a Remez to the Achdus of Klal Yisroel, 

that they are separate from the other nations of the world.  Why was it that 

exactly 24,000 of Klal Yisroel died in the plague due to their sin with the 

daughters of Midyan?  The א' , which represents 1, when spelled out is אלף – 

the full Gematria of אלף is 24,000 (1 – אלףx30x800 [a regular פ'  is 80, and a ף'  

is 800] =24,000).  Being that the sin brought about a P’gam in the א' , 24,000 

of Klal Yisroel died.  Now, when Klal Yisroel are taking revenge from their 

enemy, to complete the Tikun of their Chet, Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted 

that each Shevet should send אלף men, for a Tikun of the P’gam of the א' .   

ע"מאמרי הרמ  “ – Ois Chof – גלגולי נשמות -  ד אלף שהמית "הכ

ד אלף תלמידי רבי עקיבא שמתו שלא חלקו כבוד זה לזה"משבט שמעון הם הכ ” 

– “The twenty four thousand who died from Shevet Shimon (during the 

plague caused be Klal Yisroel sinning with Avodah Zarah and Gilui Arayos 

with Midyan) are the same twenty four thousand Talmidim of Rebbe Akiva 

who died because they did not give the proper honor, one to another.” 

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Posuk repeats, “ אלף

 which ,אלף The  .אלף and what is the great significance in the – ”למטה

represents the number of a thousand, is also the letter אלף, which 

represents one.  That One represents Hakodosh Boruch Hu, Who is complete 

Oneness, and Klal Yisroel, who are one nation amongst all the other nations 

of the world.  The letter אלף also represents Hakodosh Boruch Hu, Who is 

the של עולם ואלופ , the Ruler of the world.  Klal Yisroel are Zoche to be called 

 ,However, by the sin with the Midyan, they were Pogem themselves  .אדם

they were Pogem in the א'  of the אדם, which caused 24,000 Yidin to die – as 

the א'  represents the number 24,000.  Their sin caused a rift between the 

connection of Klal Yisroel with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  We must always keep 

that connection of the Oneness, the Achdus we must have with Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and not to turn away from Him.  The Rama Mipano says that the 

24,000 who died by the sin of Midyan were the same 24,000 Talmidim of 

Rebbe Akiva who died.  What is the connection between them?  That letter 

'א  is one that we must maintain between ourselves and Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, as well as amongst ourselves.  While by the Chet of Midyan, Klal Yisroel 

were Pogem in their connection with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, by the Talmidim 

of Rebbe Akiva, they were Pogem in the Achdus amongst Klal Yisroel.  We 

need both in order to be Zoche to see the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash. 

As Tisha Ba’av approaches, we must truly mourn over the loss of the Bais 

Hamikdash.  We must utilize the fifth “time” – crying.  If we do a proper 

Teshuva, we will be Zoche to see the Bais Hamikdash.  Through the Zechus of 

our working on our connection with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as well as amongst 

ourselves, may we be Zoche to see the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash, 

 !במהרה בימינו אמן


