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HOW CAN ONE GIVE TZEDAKAH ON SHABBOS? 
 

ואת יהושע צויתי בעת ההוא לאמר, עיניך הראת את כל אשר עשה ד' אלקיכם לשני המלכים האלה כן יעשה ד' לכל “ 3:21

 ”הממלכות אשר אתה עבר שמה

“I commanded Yehoshua at the time saying: Your eyes have seen everything that Hashem, your G-d, has done to these two kings 

– so will Hashem do to all of the kings where you cross over.”  The Torah is discussing the inheritance of Reuven, Gad, and half of Shevet Menashe.  

Why does the Torah mention here about Yehoshua seeing what Hakodosh Boruch Hu did to the kings?  

 In this week’s Haftorah, we read the posuk, “ ושביה בצדקה, ציון במשפט תפדה ”.  From this Posuk, it appears that the Ikar Mitzvah which 

will bring about the geulah is the mitzvah of tzedakah.  However, the gemara in Makkos 24a quotes a posuk in Chavakuk 2:4 “וצדיק באמונתו יחיה” – 

“The righteous person shall live through his emunah” – and tells us that the main thing which will bring the geulah is emunah in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  What is the main mitzvah which will bring the geulah – tzedakah or emunah?   

The Aderes Eliyahu says that in truth, tzedakah and emunah are one.  The Ohel Yaakov in parshas Naso explains why is it that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu allows one to test Him with the mitzvah of ma’aser, tzedakah?  (Chazal tell us that if one gives tzedakah, he will not lose anything from 

it.  One is even allowed to test Hakodosh Boruch Hu to see if it will happen.  This is something unique to this mitzvah, that which is not allowed to 

be done by any other mitzvah).  Moshol – There was a merchant selling 20 rolls of material, which was supposed to be 60 Amos in length, to a 

purchaser.  The purchaser wanted to ensure that he was receiving as promised so he looked for the roll of material that looked to him to be the 

thinnest.  He measured that roll.  When he saw that the roll was 60 amos in length, he felt comfortable that in fact all of them were – and 

purchased all of them.  So too, with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, kevayachol, He went to Klal Yisroel with much valuable merchandise – 613 (mitzvos) 

pieces of merchandise.  He told Klal Yisroel that each one is of superior quality, and comes with much brocha.  A being of flesh and blood that man 

is, he questions this, and wants to confirm that it is in fact true.  It would be too arduous to test all 613, - the entire Torah, and therefore he needs 

to test only one, as a proof to the entire Torah being accurate as stated.  Which is the one that is most appropriate to be the test to prove all of 

them?  To the appearance of people, one who gives away money to tzedakah, will end up with less money.  Therefore, the mitzvah of tzedakah is 

the perfect test.  If one performs the test with tzedakah; he gives tzedakah and sees that not only does he not end up with less, but he is blessed 

with more, that is a good test for all of the mitzvos of the Torah. 

 With this moshol from the Ohel Yaakov we can understand the meaning of this posuk in Yeshaya, and why one is allowed to test 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with the mitzvah of tzedakah.  If one wants to be mekayeim the mitzvos of the Torah without “testing” Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

he needs to have emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Yet with the mitzvah of tzedakah, one needs to have an even greater level of emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu – that somehow by giving away money, the person will end up with more.  This goes against ones logic and understanding, for 

naturally giving away money leaves one with less.  One who has emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and gives tzedakah with bitachon that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will make him have more, and not less, there is no greater emunah than that.  That is the ikar emunah that the posuk is referring to, 

 one who gives tzedakah with this emunah, is the highest form of tzedakah.   This is what the navi is telling us here in – ”וצדיק באמונתו יחיה“

Yeshaya, “ושביה בצדקה” – The emunah which comes from the mitzvah of tzedakah is the emunah which is going to bring the geulah for Klal Yisroel.   

It says in Shulchan Aruch - Yoreh Dei’ah 249:14 “ אני בצדק אחזה פניך( ו"ז ט"תהילים י)טוב ליתן פרוטה לעני קודם כל תפילה שנאמר  ”- “It is 

good to give a perutah to tzedakah before each tefilah, as it says in the posuk: And I, in righteousness I shall behold Your face.”  

How can one give tzedakah on Shabbos?  

 The Rosh says on the posuk, “ ויחשבה לו צדקה', והאמן בד ” - “And he (Avrohom Avinu) trusted in Hashem, and He considered it like 

tzedakah.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu considered tzedakah for Avrohom because of his Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  We see from this that when 

the posuk says, “אני בצדק אחזה פניך” – and other pesukim similar to this, it does not only refer to tzedakah with one’s guf, by giving money to 

charity, but it also includes one who has complete emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  When one has complete emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu considers it like tzedakah. 

 The Sefer Chaim V’Hasholom says that this posuk is a remez that one should always visualize the Shem Havayah in – ”אני בצדק אחזה פניך“ 

front of him, and that helps with one’s yiras shomayim.  “אני בצדק אחזה פניך” – How can one be without sin, and be righteous, “ אשבעה בהקיץ

  .by seeing the form of the Shem Havayah in front of oneself at all times – ”תמונתך

 The geulah coming in the zechus of tzedakah, means in the zechus of a complete emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu - giving tzedakah and 

having bitachon that the person will receive more, and not less, is the highest level of emunah.  So too here, regarding Yehoshua going out to battle 

against nations that were extremely mighty and who, in the natural order of the world, would certainly demolish Klal Yisroel, he needed to have 

emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that Klal Yisroel would win.  Yehoshua was to impart this message to Klal Yisroel, that they must strive to reach the 

highest level of emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Klal Yisroel did not need the two and half shevatim to assist them in battle, for Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu can make anyone win in any situation.  Klal Yisroel was to strengthen their emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that just as they would win these 

battles, completely outside of the realm of nature, so too they will receive endless brocha for all of the mitzvos of the Torah.  One can be mekayeim 

the mitzvah of “tzedakah” even on Shabbos and Yom Tov – by strengthening one’s emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  During these days, we need to 

strengthen ourselves in our emunah – for that is the zechus that is going to bring back the Bais Hamikdash.  May we be zoche to strengthen 

ourselves in our emunah, and be zoche to see the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash במהרה בימינו אמן! 


