
Chazal criticize such reshaim simply for a lack of 
compassion and mercy? These were people who were 
ready to destroy all of Klal Yisrael!  

We see from here very clearly, he explains, that 
men, who were created bitzelem Elokim, even the most 
wicked of them have within them the greatest mercy 
and compassion. Therefore, besides for the great 
atrocity of murdering Yidden (or in Haman’s case, 
attempted murder) they are also blamed for how they 
did it! The fact that they performed their evil deeds 
with such cruelty is something that they are also held 
accountable for. Look how great the human being is, 
and how even the wicked have so much mercy within 
them. How much more so is the greatness within a Jew! How 
deep is the reservoir of compassion contained within us, the 
children of the Avos Hakedoshim! 

Rav Leibowitz then points out that at the end of 
our Parasha we find how the Torah speaks about the 
incident of the Megadef, the blasphemer, who was the 
son of Shlomis bas Divri. Rashi brings the story of 
Shlomis bas Divri, how she was lacking somewhat in 
her kedusha, and points out how this was the only 
incident in all the years of Klal Yisrael’s stay in 
Mitzrayim that someone faltered in this area! The 
Torah and Chazal want to reveal to us the unbelievable 
quality of the Jewish people. In a land that was 
steeped in impurity, the Jewish people remained 
wholesome and pure. 

This achievement has imbued within the genes of 
our people the ability to stay strong even with the 
great tests of today. We do not realize how much 
goodness is found within us - both from the greatness 
we have as people, and the even greater quality of 
being descendants of such a nation - if only we allow 
ourselves to bring it out. 

After he read Rav Miller’s biography, a rebbi in 
Yeshiva commented to me: “It is not to be believed 
how great a person can become!”  

 Irrespective of all the naysayers about gedolim 
biographies, these books allow us to catch a 
glimpse of how much gadlus the Alter referred to 
when he spoke about the topic for forty years. 
They allows us to try to emulate, not imitate, their 
great and lofty achievements in our own unique 
way. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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Be’ezras Hashem, last week I completed the 
incredibly inspiring biography of Rav Avigdor 
Miller zt”l – a veritable sefer - and have now 
begun Artscroll’s The Mashgiach, the biography 
of Rav Meir Chodosh zt”l.  I passionately urge you 
to acquire and ‘learn’ both of these life-changing 
sefarim as soon as possible. Personally I have come 
to a completely new level of appreciation of 
Yeshivas Slabodka and its unbelievable approach 
to life. In both volumes the authors take the 
reader back into those hallowed halls of yester-
year, literally giving a taste of the Alter of 
Slabodka’s immeasurable effect on the minds and 
hearts of his talmidim and, indeed, all of Klal 
Yisrael.  The mantra was Gadlus Ha’adam - the 
greatness that lies within every single human 
being. 

 In line with that very great theme, Rav Henoch 
Leibowitz zt”l, an heir of the Slabodka legacy, brings 
out an amazing example of just how far this princi-
ple goes. It is found in Chiddushei Lev on our Parasha. 

The Torah teaches us:  
But an 

ox or a sheep or goat, you may not slaughter it and its offspring 
on the same day. (Vayikra 22:28) Upon this pasuk the 
Midrash tells us (Vayikra Rabbah 27, 11): Hashem 
taught us in the Torah that we shall not take away 
the offspring of a mother bird in front of her - while 
the evil Sancheriv killed mothers and children on the 
same day. Hashem teaches us,  - while 
the evil Haman sought - to 
destroy and obliterate all at one time, Rachmana 
litzlan.

On this Midrash the Maharzu explains: Hashem 
commanded us not to take the children of a bird in 
front of a mother, and likewise – in the pasuk above - 
not to kill an ox or sheep and its child on the same 
day. The Torah also says that after an animal is born, 
it must remain with its mother for the first seven 
days of its life. All of these Mitzvos, says the Maharzu, 
are commanded to us in order to implant within us 
the middah of compassion and mercy. On the wicked 
Sancheriv and Haman the Midrash has a great indict-
ment - that they went against this and displayed the 
antithesis of compassion. 

On this Rav Leibowitz asks: How can it be that 


