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ויהי אחר הדברים האלה והאלקים “ 22:1

נסה את אברהם, ויאמר אליו אברהם ויאמר 

 ”הנני

“And it happened after these things and 

Hashem tested Avrohom; and said to him, 

‘Avrohom,’ and he replied, ‘Here I am’.”  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is about to test Avrohom 

Avinu with the Nisoyon of the Akeidas 

Yitzchok, a truly great Nisoyon – for Avrohom 

to Shecht his son.  The Posuk tells us that this 

Nisoyon came, “After these words.”  Rashi 

explains that the Posuk is referring to the 

words of the Satan.  The Satan was accusing 

Avrohom, for he said that Avrohom made a big 

banquet (21:8) when Yitzchok was weaned, but 

did not even bring one Korbon.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu responded to the Satan, that he 

made the banquet for his precious son – “Watch, 

I will tell him to sacrifice his son to me, and he 

will do it without any qualms.”  How are we to 

understand these words of Rashi?  What is 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu answering to the Satan – 

why in fact did Avrohom Avinu not bring a 

Korbon to thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu for 

having Yitzchok?  The fact that Avrohom is 

willing to sacrifice his son, does not answer why 

he didn’t bring a Korbon.  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

יוסף בכור שור' ר  ויהי אחר הדברים “ 22:1 - 

 After these“ – ”האלה והאלקים נסה את אברהם

things” – after Avrohom became great and 

minister, and the other kings sealed covenants 

with him.  (After Avrohom became very 

important in the world, this test came to see if 

even after he became powerful on the world 

scene, would he still fulfill the Rotzon Hashem 

without question).    

ם"רבינו אברהם בן הרמב  ויהי אחר “ 22:1 - 

 Hakodosh – ”הדברים האלה והאלקים נסה את אברהם

Boruch Hu waited until the time that Yitzchok 

was thirty seven years old, for the Akeidas 

Yitzchok was connected to the passing of Sarah. 

ניסים ממרסי' ר  ויהי אחר הדברים האלה “ 22:1 - 

 Why did Hakodosh – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם

Boruch Hu test Avrohom with the Akeidas 

Yitzchok?  The complaint against Avrohom was 

that he was not thinking about Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and therefore did not bring any 

Korbonos to Hashem.  By Avrohom being 

prepared at all times, without thought, to bring 

his son as a Korbon in front of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, demonstrates that he always 

thought about Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Avrohom 

held Yitzchok more dear than his own life, yet 

his love for Hakodosh Boruch Hu was even 

greater than that.   

 – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם“ 22:1 – אמרי שפר 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu tested Avrohom with this 

great test to make known the righteousness of 

Avrohom to all, and so that others should learn 

from it that one’s love for Hashem must be 

greater than all of the money and people in the 

world.   

ויגדל הילד “ – Sanhedrin 89b – בן יהוידע 

ה"אמר השטן לפני הקב, ויגמל ” – Avrohom made a 

banquet for his having a child, and the Satan 

came to question how he could not bring a 

Korbon to Hashem, to thank Hashem.  At this 

time, when the Satan came to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu with the complaint against Avrohom, 

Yitzchok was thirty seven years old.  Why did 

the Satan wait so many years – why not come 

with the complaint immediately after Avrohom 

had the banquet?  The Satan knew that 

Avrohom had already passed nine tests, and 

had proven himself over and over again.  He 

knew that if Avrohom was told by Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu to Shecht his son, he would do so 

happily, and he knew that not only would 

Avrohom not succumb to the test, but by his 

passing it would be a great Zechus for Klal 

Yisroel for all generations.   So the Satan 

waited patiently many years, until Yitzchok 

came into his own, and become strong like 

cedar, for then, Yitzchok would not allow 

himself to be Shechted, and Avrohom would not 

be able to fulfill the command of Hashem – Klal 

Yisroel would not have the Zechus of the 

Akeidas Yitzchok.  The Satan did not realize 
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that although Yitzchok did not pass Nisyonos 

like Avrohom, he too would go willingly, with a 

complete heart, to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu. 

As it turns out, the Satan gave Klal Yisroel a 

great Zechus to use for all generations, the 

Zechus of Avrohom and Yitzchok, both prepared 

to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu at all costs.   

אם אני אומר לו “ – Sanhedrin 89b – בן יהוידע 

ד זובחומי, זבח את בנך לפני ” – When the Satan 

came to complain that Avrohom did not bring a 

Korbon, why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu respond 

with giving Avrohom the test of Shechting his 

son?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu was demonstrating 

to the Satan why in fact Avrohom did not need 

to bring a Korbon.  When Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

gives someone a gift, they should be joyous with 

the gift, and bring a Korbon to thank Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  Avrohom was a great Tzaddik and 

did not see Yitzchok as a gift for himself.  

Rather he saw Yitzchok as a way to continue on 

the Name of Hashem – and that Yitzchok was 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s, not his own.  The Satan 

says, Avrohom made a party but didn't bring a 

Korbon.  Hashem responded, the reason that he 

didn't bring a Korbon was because Avrohom 

gave his son, Yitzchok, to Hashem.  To prove 

that as far as Avrohom is concerned Yitzchok 

was not his, Hashem said that He will tell 

Avrohom to Shecht Yitzchok and you will see 

that he will listen to the command implicitly 

without any questions because Yitzchok is 

Hashem’s.  Being that Yitzchok was Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s, Avrohom did not need to bring a 

Korbon for him.   

יוסף חיים' יעקב בן ר' ר   – Sanhedrin 89b “ אם

מיד זובחו, אני אומר לו זבח את בנך לפני ” – Avrohom 

Avinu did not bring a Korbon after the birth of 

Yitzchok because Yitzchok was the first one to 

have a Bris Milah at eight days old.  There is no 

greater Korbon than that, as Chazal say that 

the Mitzvah of Milah is as if one built a 

Mizbe’ach and brought a Korbon upon it 

(Bereishis Rabbah 48:4), while others say it is 

like bringing Ketores, which is even greater 

than a Korbon.   

“ 22:1 - באר משה   ויהי אחר הדברים האלה

 The Seudah that – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם

Avrohom made when he weaned his son 

Yitzchok was like a Korbon.  Arizal Yuma 71a – 

One who wants to do Nisuch Yayin on the 

Mizbe’ach should fill Talmidei Chachomim with 

wine.    

“ – Sanhedrin 89b – בן יהוידע  עמוד לי  עכשיו

 ,Now“ – ”בנסיון הזה שלא יאמרו אין ממש בראשונים

withstand this Nisoyon, so that it should not be 

said that the other Nisyonos did not count.”  It 

seems from these words, that this Nisoyon of 

the Akeidas Yitzchok was a greater Nisoyon 

than all the rest.  Why was this Nisoyon greater 

than when Avrohom was cast into the fire, or 

the Nisoyon of a Bris Milah when he was so 

advanced in age and may have caused his own 

death?  What made this Nisoyon the greatest 

was that Avrohom did it with complete joy from 

beginning till the end, although his Midah was 

one of Rachmanus. Another thing that made 

Avrohom’s actions here so virtuous, was that he 

did not see it as if he was doing anything major, 

rather he saw it as another regular day in 

serving Hashem. 

ויהי אחר הדברים האלה “ 22:1 - ידי משה 

 What was so great – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם

about Avrohom Avinu ready to risk his life and 

his son’s life for the sake of Hashem?  There 

have been many people, throughout the 

generations who were Moser Nefesh for the 

sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu – who gave up 

their lives with a Kiddush Hashem.  It would 

seem that perhaps Avrohom’s Mesiras Nefesh 

was even on a lower level for he was told 

directly by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, while others 

were not told directly.  Avrohom went to 

perform this Mitzvah of Shechting his son with 

complete and unadulterated joy.  This is 

something that only Avrohom had, while the 

others who gave up their lives did not have that 

level of joy.  We know that Avrohom was joyous, 

for before he was about to Shecht Yitzchok, he 

was told not to.  One who is not in a state of 

happiness does not have the Shechina reside 
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with him, and he would have not received that 

message.  Avrohom’s acceptance to Shecht his 

“one” son was irrefutable proof that he loved 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu more than anything else 

in the world.  

ויהי אחר הדברים האלה והאלקים “ 22:1 – בניהו 

 After these words” – what“ – ”נסה את אברהם

words is the Posuk referring to, which prompted 

the Nisoyon of the Akeidas Yitzchok?  Harav  עיר

 explains that if not for the oath that דוד

Avrohom made to Avimelech that he would not 

touch his children or grandchildren, then the 

Leitzanei Hador would have said that Avrohom 

is only going to fulfill the command of Hashem 

and Shecht Yitzchok, because Yitzchok is not 

really his child, rather Avimelech is really the 

father.  However, now, that Avrohom swore that 

he would not harm Avimelech’s children, then if 

Yitzchok was really Avimelech’s child, then 

Avrohom would be acting against his oath by 

Shechting Yitzchok – and all knew that 

Avrohom would never break his oath.  

Therefore, now, after the “words”, the oath that 

Avrohom made to Avimelech, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu was able to give him the Nisoyon of the 

Akeidas Yitzchok, for now Avrohom’s Shechting 

Yitzchok would show his commitment to 

Hashem, at the same time dispelling the notion 

that Yitzchok was the son of Avimelech.  This is 

also why the next Posuk says, “נא“ – ”קח נא” – 

“now” – it is only now that the oath was made to 

Avimelech that this Nisoyon can take place.   

 – ”ויאמר קח נא את בנך“ 22:2 – אדרת אליהו 

“And He said, ‘Please take your son’.”  “נא” in its 

full form is, “ ף"ן אל"נו ” – the same Gematria as, 

 It is known that Yitzchok represents  .”גבורה“

the Midah of Gevurah, and Avrohom Avinu 

represents the Midah of Chesed.  Through the 

Akeidas Yitzchok, the Midas Hadin was 

subdued, and the Gevurah was sweetened with 

Chesed.  “קח נא” – Take the Midah of Gevurah - 

and Avrohom and Yitzchok working in tandem 

for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, would 

sweeten the Din for Klal Yisroel with Chesed.   

ג"רלב  ויהי אחר הדברים האלה והאלקים “ 22:1 - 

 Avrohom was told by – ”נסה את אברהם

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to bring his son as a 

Korbon.  The test was to see if Avrohom would 

have doubts, and perhaps think that what he 

thought Hakodosh Boruch Hu had said was not 

really accurate.  Being that Avrohom did not 

receive a clear Nevuah (as Chazal tell us that 

only Moshe Rabbeinu saw clear Nevuah) he 

would think that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not 

really say that he should Shecht his son – and 

not go through with it.  Avrohom had no such 

thoughts - he was commanded to Shecht his 

son, and he never wavered from it.   

ויהי אחר הדברים האלה “ 22:1 - רבינו אפרים 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם

tested Avrohom with this great test for 

Avrohom and his descendant’s benefit.  All 

would say, “Who is like Avrohom who was 

prepared to be Makriv his son for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu?”  This would be an eternal Zechus 

for Klal Yisroel.  

ק"רד  ויהי אחר הדברים האלה והאלקים “ 22:1 - 

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”נסה את אברהם

test Avrohom?  Certainly Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

knows what is in everyone’s hearts, and does 

not need to test them to know what they would 

or would not do.  If the test was so that others 

should see it, no one else knew about the 

Akeidah.  Even the two lads who went with 

them were not told that Avrohom was going to 

Shecht Yitzchok.  The Akeidas Yitzchok was not 

for that generation, rather it was for future 

generations – for us.  Once it is written in the 

Torah Hakdosha, for all of us who believe in 

Toras Moshe, know that this happened.  It is for 

us to learn of the greatness of Avrohom Avinu, 

and for us to try to emulate him, each on our 

own level.   

 ”את“ The – ”את אברהם“ 22:1 – צרור המור 

teaches us that this Nisoyon was also for 

Yitzchok – to see if he would allow himself to be 

Shechted.   

י שטייף"מהר  ויהי אחר הדברים האלה “ 22:1 - 

 What was the great – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם
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Nisoyon of the Akeidas Yitzchok for Avrohom 

Avinu, the firm believer in Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu?  The Leitzanei Hador were saying that 

Yitzchok was not really Avrohom and Sarah’s 

child.  Now, if Avrohom were to go Shecht 

Yitzchok, it would strengthen their position, 

and they would make fun of Avrohom – that it 

certainly was not his son, for no one would 

Shecht their own son.  Avrohom strengthened 

himself against this and went to perform the 

words of Hashem, without regards for the 

ramifications of what people would say.   

ויהי אחר הדברים האלה “ 22:1 -חתם סופר 

 Certainly Avrohom – ”והאלקים נסה את אברהם

Avinu would not hesitate to perform the Rotzon 

Hashem.  Avrohom Avinu has been listening to 

everything Hashem has told him.  He made him 

rich, saved him from Pharaoh, Avimelech, gave 

him a son when he was 100 and his wife was 90, 

etc…  Avrohom Avinu certainly knew that 

Hashem is in control of this world.  If Hashem 

wanted Yitzchok to die, He can kill him any way 

that He wants to.  What would Avrohom be 

accomplishing by not listening to Hashem?  

What was this great Nisoyon of the Akeidas 

Yitzchok?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed a 

miracle and Sarah, at ninety years old, gave 

birth to her first and only child, Yitzchok.  

Avrohom Avinu was told by Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu that Yitzchok was going to be called his 

progeny, and Klal Yisroel would come from him.  

Then Avrohom is told that he should take that 

very son, and bring him as a Korbon.  This test 

was not to see if Avrohom would listen to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, rather to see how he 

would react.  Avrohom could have asked a 

question - "Hashem, whatever You say I will do, 

but I have a question.  You told me that  כי ביצחק

 that the generations through - יקרא לא זרע

Yitzchok are going to be called my children.  

Why do you want me to Shecht him?”  Avrohom 

passed the test by not even asking this 

question.  He went forward with fulfilling the 

Rotzon Hashem willfully and happily – no 

questions asked.  

 Perhaps now we can have a better 

understanding of the great Nisoyon, known as 

the Akeidas Yitzchok.   Avrohom Avinu was 

certainly prepared to do anything and 

everything for Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Much 

more than that, he did not see anything as his.  

His entire existence was nothing more than to 

serve Hashem, be it through giving his own life, 

or Shechting his dear son.  His life’s goal was to 

serve Hashem, and as long as he was doing 

that, he was completely joyous.  He was happy 

to have the Zechus to serve Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, in any way possible.  Avrohom made a 

banquet when he weaned his son, and had 

invited others. While he may have not brought 

actual Korbonos even that Seudah was for 

Hashem. How did Hakodosh Boruch Hu prove 

that Avrohom Avinu did nothing wrong by 

making a banquet, and not bringing a Korbon to 

Hashem? Without even asking Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu to understand the test of Shechting 

his son – which on the surface is perplexing why 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would tell him to Shecht 

this son whom Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave him 

miraculously – he went happily to Shecht his 

son. This is proof positive that Avrohom did 

nothing wrong, for being that all of his actions 

were for the sake of Hashem, so too was that 

banquet. Whether that banquet was also 

considered as bringing a Korbon – the bottom 

line is that all of his actions and thoughts were 

completely for Hashem.  At no point on the way 

did he think of asking why he should do it, or 

ever contemplate retracting.  He was serving 

Hashem, and that made him happy.  There is a 

great lesson to be learned here – we must serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in any way we can and 

are told – whether we understand it or not.  

Additionally, we must recognize the great 

Zechus it is to be able to serve Hashem – and 

therefore should do so joyously.  May we be 

Zoche to make all of our actions be performed 

for the sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   


