
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ז(לא תאספון לתת תבן לעם ללבן הלבנים כתמול )ה:  
You shall not continue to give straw to the people  

to make the bricks as yesterday (5:7) 
Why does the Torah write the word  It is ?"תאספון" – "א" with the extra letter  "תספון"

written in the Sefer “Likutei Basar Likutei” explaining this in the name of Rebbe Dovid of 
Leluv, zt”l, that Pharaoh was concerned of the power of unity of the Children of Israel, 
the power that would help them endure the distress of the subjugation that the 
Egyptians were tormenting them with. Since Pharaoh’s intent was to break the spirit of 
the Children of Israel, he prohibited them from congregating and unifying. Therefore, 
the Torah wrote "לא תאספון", “do not congregate”, as an expression of  gathering , אסיפה
together. (Umatok HaOhr) 

  Bonus Besamei HaTorah  
They tell us, “Make bricks!” (5:16)     —     )ולבנים אמרים לנו עשו )ה:טז 

This Posuk is explained in the Sefer “Olamo shel Abba” by Rav Pinchas Miller, by way 
of a hint. "ולבנים" – when the hair begins to turn white, "אומרים לנו עשה"  – do a self-
introspection )חשבון נפש(. That is, when a person sees that his hair is beginning to turn   
gray, he must do a self-introspection as he will one day stand in judgment, and will have  

to give an accounting for his deeds  
before the Celestial Court.  

(Umatok HaOhr) 
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 Parshah Thoughts 
      By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

Hashem told Moshe that He knows the 

pain of the people (3:7). Rav Shimon Sofer 

notes that ‘knowing’ in this context also 

means to understand the full extent of 

something. Hashem was telling Moshe that 

He knows what is going on in each person’s 

heart. Not only does He understand the 

physical pain each person is experiencing, He 

also knows the emotional and psychological 

pain they are enduring. 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:42 

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:05   Gra: 9:41 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:30 

Chatzos: 12:08       Sh'kiah: 5:01 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:46 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:14  

                                                 (some say 6:27) 
 
 

                      
               Next Week: Va’eira 
              Candle Lighting: 4:50 

  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
7. One should be careful not to stumble with vows or promises,  

and not to deceive others, whether with money or with words 
The Tosafos Yom Tov writes that one should be careful not to vow to do something or not to do 

something. The Alter of Kelm, Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv, notes that the trap of vows refers to one 

who makes a vow that he does not fulfill, because if one lies to himself, he will also come to lie to 

others, and this stems from Sheker, falsehood. The Gemara (Nedarim 9) says that if one makes a 

vow, and he says ‘it should be like the vow of a Rasha’, his vow is a valid, legitimate vow. 

However, if one says his vow ‘should be like the vow of a Tzadik’, his words are not binding as a 

vow. The reason for this is since Tzadikim don’t make vows, his own vow cannot be like theirs, 

while by a Rasha, since Resha’im never stop making vows, his words are going to be upheld.     

Rav Simchah Zissel teaches that a Tzadik is so afraid of Aveirah that if he were to bring a Korban 

in the times of the Bais HaMikdash, he would not sanctify it and declare it to be holy for a Korban 

until he actually reached the entrance to the Bais HaMikdash. Once he was certain that he would be 

able to bring his animal as a Korban, he would sanctify it. The driving force behind this is the 

power of Emes, truth. 

Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky was meticulous with only speaking the truth, and he was always 

careful to fulfill every word he spoke. Once, when he was a Yeshivah Bachur in Lithuania, he was 

invited to the home of a local family for the Pesach Seder. However, Rav Yaakov was not 

comfortable with the level of Kashrus in this particular home, but he was afraid he might offend the 

family if he declined their invitation. He therefore thanked them for inviting him, but he said that 

he was careful not to eat Gebrokts on Pesach, and this family, along with a majority of others, did 

eat Gebrokts. The family certainly understood why Rav Yaakov was not accepting their invitation, 

and Rav Yaakov was able to avoid eating in a house where he felt the Kashrus was questionable, 

but not upset anyone at the same time. The truth was, though, that Rav Yaakov and his family did 

eat Gebrokts, but once he said that this was his Minhag, he completely undertook the Minhag of 

not eating Gebrokts on Pesach, and he kept his word for the rest of his life! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
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אלעזר בן שרה לרפואה שלמה:  
 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה

 יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל

האלכסנדר זושא בן עליז  
 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If a disqualifying factor is found in a 

Torah making it unfit to be used, and there is 

no other Sefer Torah to use for Laining, the 

rest of the Aliyos should still be read from that 

Torah, but no Brachos may be said over it.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:9) 
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 L’Maaseh      
Rabbi Paysach Krohn tells a 

beautiful story. In 1939, the 

Nazis shut down Rav Moshe 

Schneider’s Yeshivah in 

Frankfurt, Germany. With 

tremendous effort and support 

from the English community, he 

was able to relocate the Yeshivah 

to England. Survival during that 

horrific time was a tremendous 

challenge, both spiritually and 

physically, but two boys in the 

Yeshivah helped meet that 

challenge. They both were named 

Moshe. One Moshe would rise in 

the early hours of the morning 

and make a trip to pick up 

leftover bread from a local 

bakery that generously donated it 

to the Yeshivah. He would carry 

the bags of bread and leftover 

rolls while walking through the 

bitter cold of winter, which was 

not easy, but Moshe never 

missed a day for his turn, and he 

would often take the place of 

other boys who were supposed to 

make the pick-up, but were not 

able to. The other Moshe also 

woke up early. He led a special 

learning session before dawn. He 

encouraged his friends to make 

the extra effort to come, which 

they did with enthusiasm. After 

years of these continued efforts, 

one day, the Rosh Yeshivah,   

Rav Schneider, Bentched them in 

front of the entire school. He 

said, “Moshe who carries the 

bread is not only carrying today’s 

bread. One day, he will help 

distribute bread for thousands of 

people! And the Moshe who is 

concerned with the Ruchniyus of 

others will continue to do so in 

years to come! Their actions 

today are only seeds for the 

future!” His words proved to be 

true. Moshe, the bread-carrier, 

became Moshe Reichman, one of 

the generation’s most benevolent 

Baalei Tzedakah. Moshe, the 

young teacher, became Rabbi 

Moshe Shternbuch, Rav in 

Johannesburg, South Africa, and 

Har Nof, Israel, an author of 

prestigious Seforim on Halachah, 

and a teacher of thousands! 
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       The Siddur Speaks בס"ד
We say in Shacharis by Korbanos, “Le’Olam Yehei Adam Yirei Shamayim”, that one should always have a fear 

of Heaven. Rav Gamliel Rabbinowitz teaches that there are times when a person wants to fulfill the will of Hashem, 

and to accept good things on himself which seem to him to be the will of Hashem, and immediately the Yetzer Hara 

appears to him in various forms, and tells him that he will not likely be able to fulfill what he would like to 

accomplish, and it tries to dissuade him from doing these things. However, there is a winning response to the Yetzer 

Hara, and all he has to say is, “I will try my best to do the will of Hashem, and I am confident that Hashem Yisbarach 

will not let anything bad happen to me if I fulfill His will!” It is up to the person to realize that even though the Yetzer 

Hara may indeed be right in that particular case, and it won’t, in reality, be possible for him to accomplish his goal, 

we cannot know how Hashem wants to guide us, and we have to remain confident that no harm will come to us and 

we won’t suffer any losses, simply because we tried to fulfill the will of Hashem. There is a story that happened in the 

time of the Chasam Sofer. A harsh decree was issued against the Jews, and they had to appeal to the government to 

nullify it. They decided to send a delegation of respected individuals to go before the king in order to appease him, and 

request of him to nullify the decree. Amongst those chosen for the delegation was one man who served as the Chasam 

Sofer’s attendant, and the Chasam Sofer insisted that he be part of the group, as he was not able to go to the king 

himself. This person was full of Yiras Shamayim, fear of Heaven, and that was why the Chasam Sofer wanted him to 

go. When the delegation arrived at the palace of the king they were welcomed in and offered refreshments, and some 

milk to drink. According to Halachah, it is prohibited to drink milk that is not known to be Kosher. The members of 

the delegation were concerned that if they refused to drink the milk that was offered to them, it would anger the king, 

and all their effort would be for nothing. Therefore, they allowed themselves to drink it as they thought that given the 

situation they were in, it would be permissible. Also, they felt that they could not be harmed and they wouldn’t 

stumble by drinking something not Kosher, since they were Sh’luchei Mitzvah, messengers performing a Mitzvah, and 

the Gemara teaches (Pesachim 8a) that Sh’luchei Mitzvah are not harmed. However, the man appointed by the 

Chasam Sofer disagreed, and he refused to drink the milk with them. The king saw what was taking place and was 

interested in finding out why this man abstained from the milk. The man did not try to hide it, and he answered with 

truth, that according to the Shulchan Aruch it is prohibited to drink milk from a goy, unless a Jew saw him milk the 

cow. As they were speaking, the servant of the king entered, and the king said to him, “I noticed that today, the milk 

tastes better than usual. What is different about the milk today?” The servant responded that today he was able to 

obtain special milk— milk from a camel! When the king saw how this Jew was spared from doing an Aveirah and 

eating something that was not Kosher, simply due to his devotion to fulfilling the Torah, he decided to appoint him as 

the officer in charge of all Jewish affairs in his kingdom. The king saw the great value in this person, and he knew that 

he would always be truthful without ever compromising. Rav Gamliel teaches that we learn from here that a person 

cannot make calculations in his service to Hashem. Rather, one should always instill a fear of Heaven and do Mitzvos 

wholeheartedly with Hashem, and by doing this, Hashem will guide him and guard him with mercy! 
 

 Working on our Middos       
A wealthy man once came to the Chofetz Chaim and asked for his advice concerning the inheritance he 

wanted to leave for his children. He had six children who were the designated heirs to his considerable estate. He 

said, “Rebbe, I am not very old, but I am not too young either. I must make plans for the inevitable, and I have 

an idea. I would like to add another ‘heir’ to my estate. There is a Yeshivah in dire need of financial support, and 

I would like to consider this Yeshivah as my seventh child. Could the Rav help me create a will that will list the 

Yeshivah as my child? Also, when I pass away, would the Rav please learn Mishnayos on my behalf?” The 

Chofetz Chaim replied, “My friend, allow me to ask you two questions. I understand from what you said that if 

you have, for example, 700 rubles, you would like to give each child 100 rubles and also 100 to the Yeshivah. 

This is a wonderful gesture on your part. However, I have difficulty understanding why you are waiting until 

you pass away to give the money to the Yeshivah. You have already mentioned that the Yeshivah is in desperate 

need, and that you have the means to assist them, so why wait? Why delay giving Tzedakah until after your 

death, when your children may hire a good lawyer to invalidate your will? Secondly, you ask me to learn for 

you, but I question whether I should be the one who should learn Mishnayos for your Neshamah. Baruch 

Hashem you are still alive— why do you not learn Mishnayos on your own behalf? What better time is there to 

learn Torah than when you are alive?! Do you think that everything must be done only after one has left this 

world? If you take my advice, make arrangements to give the amount of money you want to Tzedakah now, and 

also use the time you have on this world to learn Torah for the benefit of your own Neshamah while you are still 

here. This will not only be the best way to benefit yourself, but to also make sure that what you want is actually 

done!” Rav Yaakov Galinsky, zt”l, points out from this story, “We all want to make sure that others will take 

care of us when we go to the next world after 120 years, but what about taking care of ourselves through our 

own efforts while we are alive and have the chance? Some people just worry about tomorrow, but today they 

make all sorts of arrangement, and then they simply sit back and wait. Instead, we should learn the Torah and 

Mishnayos, and we should give the Tzedakah— now! We should live today, in the present, and not worry 

about what tomorrow may bring. What we do on this world is all that we take with us to the next world, and if 

we really want anything to take with us in order to earn S’char, we must act now while we still have time!” 
 


