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The Yom Tov of Chanukah corresponds to Yaakov Avinu, as the sefarim bring down in the 

name of the Gaon; the Avnei Nezer says this as well. Apparently, Yaakov is somehow 

connected to Klal Yisrael’s victory over the Yevanim.  

 

Perhaps we can suggest the following explanation of this idea. 

 

The halachah is that the mezuzah is supposed to be on the right of the doorway and the 

menorah on the left. The Sfas Emes wonders why the position of the mezuzah is relevant to 

the placement of the menorah. Wouldn’t it be enough merely to say that the correct place for 

the menorah is at the left of the doorway, irrespective of where the mezuzah is? What 

correlation is there between the two?  

 

The Sfas Emes notes that in the piyut of Maoz Tzur, we describe the damage wrought by the 

Yevanim with the words: ּוָפְרצּו חֹומֹות ִמגְָדַלי. Apparently, the primary negative impact that the 

Yevanim had on Klal Yisrael was that they breached the walls. Chazal tell us that the 

Yevanim possessed the middah of azus, which is chutzpah, and the Sfas Emes explains that 

the azus of the Yevanim was that they crossed boundaries and entered realms where they 

didn’t belong. They didn’t belong in the Beis Hamikdash, a place of holiness, and their 

breaching of the walls was an expression of their azus.  

 

In triumphing over the Yevanim, continues the Sfas Emes, Klal Yisrael also conquered the 

kochos hanefesh of Yavan, specifically the middah of azus. This middah is expressed in our 

placement of the menorah on the left side of the doorway, opposite the mezuzah.  

 

The symbolism of mezuzah is that when a person enters his house after being outside on the 

street, he needs protection from all the negative influences of the street. The mezuzah on his 

right serves as that protection, leaving the street outside and ushering the person into a realm 

of kedushah. The menorah plays the same role, but in the opposite direction. The menorah is 

on the left of the doorway when a person enters the house, but when he leaves his house, the 

menorah is on his right, serving as a protection for when he goes out into the street.  

 



The parallelism between menorah and mezuzah is that the menorah allows a person to have a 

positive influence on the street, while the mezuzah protects a person from the negative 

influences of the street. The victory of Chanukah brought with it the ability to bring light to 

the street, in much the same way that the Yevanim, with their azus, breached the walls and 

crossed into places where they didn’t belong. After the yeshuah, we did exactly the opposite: 

we took their azus, which enabled us to enter places where until now we weren’t able to go, 

and bring kedushah to the street, even to the darkest places, where it “doesn’t belong,” so to 

speak.  

 

The nes of Chanukah gave rise to the ability to bring kedushah to dark places, which explains 

why Chanukah corresponds to Yaakov Avinu, who was given the promise of:  

 Yaakov taught us that even in a place where the Ribbono Shel .ּוָפַרְצָת יָָמה ָוֵקְדָמה ְוָצפֹנָה ָונֶגְָבה

Olam does not seem to be present, He is there, as he said:  ַבָמקֹום ַהזֶה ְוָאנִֹכי ֹלא יָָדְעִתי 'הָאֵכן יֵׁש .  

 

The ability to bring ruchniyus and Torah into a place of darkness, a place seemingly devoid 

of Hashem, is the koach of Yaakov Avinu. This power of הּוָפַרְצָת יָָמה ָוֵקְדָמה ְוָצפֹנָה ָונֶגְבָ   is the 

positive expression of the koach that Yavan demonstrated withּוָפְרצּו חֹומֹות ִמגְָדַלי. The Yevanim 

went in, and Yaakov Avinu taught us that we can go out. 

 

Yaakov Avinu possessed the koach of not being limited by boundaries, as we sing in the 

zemiros of Shabbos: נֲַחַלת יֲַעקֹב יִיָרׁש ְבִלי ְמָצִרים נֲַחָלה. Similarly, the Gemara says (Shabbos 123): 

נחלת כלתיך והרכבתיך על במתי ארץ והא' כל המענג את השבת נותנין לו נחלה בלי מצרים שנאמר אז תתענג על ה

 ,The koach of the Yevanim was the azus to bring tumah into a place of kedushah .יעקב אביך

while the koach of Yaakov Avinu was to cross into a place where there would seem to be no 

room for Hakadosh Baruch Hu and bring the Shechinah there.  

 

This ability can be manifested not only geographically, but in a person’s life as well.  

Chanukah gives us the power to explore the places and times in our schedules where it’s hard 

to learn and we are lacking ruchniyus – the places that are empty, the places where there’s no 

Ribbono Shel Olam, the places of ֹלא יָָדְעִתי.  

 

On Chanukah, we capture the koach of ּוָפְרצּו חֹומֹות ִמגְָדַלי, which allows us to go out and 

conquer new places in our lives that until now were empty and devoid of ruchniyus. On the 

passuk: אֶֹרְך יִָמים ִביִמינָּה ִבְשמֹאוָלּה עֶֹׁשר ְוָכבֹוד, the Gemara (Shabbos 63) states that אֶֹרְך יִָמים is 

granted to the “מיימינין בה,” who Rashi says are those who are מפשפשין טעמיהן בדקדוק ובוררין 

 on the other ”,משמאילים בה“ those who plumb the depths of Torah. The – כימין המיומנת למלאכה

hand, are those who are שאין יגעים בה כל צרכן, those who are in a box and are not pushing 

themselves to break boundaries; they’re happy where they are. In that limited box, there’s 

ר ְוָכבֹודעֹׁשֶ   in Olam Hazeh, but there’s no אֶֹרְך יִָמים, no Olam Haba. The right side, the “ִביִמינָּה,” 

means that I’m stepping out of the box and moving beyond my boundaries. That’s the 

concept that we took from the Yevanim – the koach of מֹות ִמגְָדַליּוָפְרצּו חֹו , the koach of  ּוָפַרְצָת

 the koach haTorah of Chanukah, as symbolized by the halachah that the ,יָָמה ָוֵקְדָמה ְוָצפֹנָה ָונֶגְָבה

mezuzah is on the left and the menorah is on the right.  

 

A freilichen Chanukah.  

 


